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| THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


JOHN LORD SOMMERS, 
BARON OF EVESHAM, | 


My LORD, 
Bi SHOULD not act the _ of 


an impartial Spectator, if de- 


dicated the following papers to 


one who 1s not of the moſt con- 
ſummate and moſt acknowledged 
| merit. | 


9 


Wes bur a perſon of a finiſhed 


character, can be the proper Patron 


of a work, which endeavours to 


1 ; | « cultivate and poliſh human Uſe, by 


Por. 1. <4: pro- 


DEDICATION: 


ö promoting virtue and knowledge, 
and by recommending whatſoever 
| may be either uſeful or ornamental 
10 er.. = 
I know that the homage I now 


pay you, is offering a kind of vio- 
lence to one who is as ſolicitous to 
\ ſhun applauſe, as he is aſſiduous to 
deſerve it, But, my Lord, this is 
perhaps the only particular, in which | 

your prudence will be always diſ- 
appointed. 


| While juſtice, candour, equant- 
mity, a zeal for the good of your 
country, and the moſt perſuaſive 
cloquence in bringing over others 
to it, are valuable diſtinctions, You 
are not to expect that the Public 
vin ſo far comply with your incli- 
| nations | # 


DEDICATION, 


nations, as to forbear celebrating 


| ſuch extraordinary qualitics. It is 


in vain that you have endeavoured. 


to conceal your ſhare of merit, in 
the many national ſervices which 


You have effected. Do what You 


% will, the preſent -age will be talk- 
ing of your virtues, though poſte- 
| rity alone will do them juſtice, 


Other men paſs through oppo- 


ſitions and contending intereſts in 
the ways of ambition; but your 


great abilities have been invited to 


power, and importuned to accept i 
? of advancement. Nor is it ſtrange 
that this ſhould happen to your 
Lordſhip, who could bring into 
the ſervice of your Sovereign the 
arts and policies of ancient Greece 
and Rome, as well as the moſt 


A 2 cxact 


DAA Hon, 


exact knowledge of our own con- 
ſtitution in particular, and of the 
intereſts of Europe in general; to 
Which 1 muſt alſo add, a certain 
dignity in Yourſelf, that, to ſay 
the leaſt of it, has been always 
equal to thoſe great honours which 
Have been conterred upon You. 


It is very well known, how 
much the Chur ch owed to You 
in the moſt dangerous day it ever 
ſaw, that of the arraignment of 
its prelates z and how far the civil 
power, in the late and preſent 
reign, has been indebted to your 
counſels and wiſdom. 


But 40 Spe This great ad- 
7 vantages which the public has re- 
ö ceived from your adminiſtration, 7 


would 9 


PEDIC CATIO Ns. 


would be a more proper work tor. 


— = 
an hiſtory than for an addreſs of 
0 
this nature. 
7 Your Lordihip appears as great 
8 
3 in your private life, as in the moſt 


important offices w hich You havs 
| borne. I would therefore rather 
chooſe to ſpeak of the pleature You 
of afford all who are admitted into 


bo your converſation, of your e elegant 
r taſte in all the polite parts of learn- 
ol . ing, of your great humanity and 
vil complacency of manners, and of the 
At ſurprizing influence which is pecu- 
ur 223 Har 'to You, ir, making every one, 
who converſes with your Lordſhip, 
prefer You to himſelf, without. 
c- thinking che lets meanly of his on 
e ctalents. But if I ſhould take notice 
5 af all that might be obſerved in. 


ald 4 
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exact knowledge of our own con- 
ſtitution in particular, and of Jo 
intereſts of Europe in general; 

which I muſt alſo add, a wo 


dignity in Yourlſelt, that, to ſay 


the leaſt of it, has been always 
equal to thoſe great honours w hich 


Have been confer red upon You. 


It is very well known, how 
much the Church owed to You 


in the moſt dangerous day it ever 
faw, that of the arraignment of 


its prelates; and how far the civil 
power, in the late and preſent 
reign, has been indebted to your 


- counſels and wildom. 


But to enumerate the great ad- 
vantages which the public has re- 


cCeived from Your: adminiſtration, 
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would be a more proper work. for 
an hiſtory than for an addrets ot 


this nature. 


Your Lordſhip appears as great 
1:1 your private life, as in the mo! 


L 
important Offices which You have 
borne. I would therefore rather 

cChooſe to ſpeak of the pleaſure You 
afford all who are adi aitted into 
your converſation, of your elegant 


S891 


taſte in all the polite parts of Icarn- 


ing, of your great humanity and 


_ complacency of manners, and of the 
ſurprizing influence Which is pecu- 


Har to You, In making every one, 
Who conve rles with your Lordſhip, 


prete 5 vou to himſelf, without. 


thinking the leſs meanly of his own 

talents, But if I ſhoald take notice: 

of all” that might. be obſerved in. 
A 3 925 Four 


DEDICATION: 


your Lordſhip, I ſhould have no- 
thing new to ſay upon any other 
character of diſtinction, I am, 


My Lonp, 
Your Lordſhip's 
moſt obedient, 
moſt devoted, 


humble Servant, 


il THE SPECTATOR. 
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No. Thurſday, March 1, 1710-11. 


Won fumum e fulore, ſed ex fumo dare Incen 

- Cogitat, ut ſpecioſa debine miracula Anat: ooo 
; | Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 14.33. 

One wittr a flaſh-begins, and ends in ſmoke ;- 

Ihe other out of ſmoke brings glorious light, | 

And (without raiſing expectation high) © 1 . 0 b 
Surprizes us with dazzling miracles. Ros cou or. 


T HAVE obſerved, that a reader ſeldom peruſes a: 
book with pleaſure, till he knows whether the writer” 

| of it be a black or a fair man, of a mill or chole- 

ric diſpoſition, married or a bacheior ; with other par- 

richlars of the like nature, that conduee very much to the- 


* 8 i 1 
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night underſtanding of an author. To gratity this curi-- 
> olity, which is ſo natural to a reader, I deſigu this paper aud 


= my next as prefatory diſcourſes to my following vritings, 
> and ſhall give ſome account in them ot the fevcral- per- 
1 26 ſons that are engaged in this work. As the chief trouble: 
'Þþ of compiling, digeſting, and correcting, Will fall to my 


A. 5, marq; 
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ſhare, I muſt do myſelf the Juſtice to open the work 
with my own hiſtory. 


I was born to a ſmall hereditary eſtate, Chick, wo- 


_ cording to the tradition of the village where 1 it lies, was 


bounded by the ſame hedges and ditches in William 
the Conqueror's time that 1 it is at preſent, and has been 
deliyered down from father to fon whole and entire, 
without the loſs or acquiſition of a ſingle field or mea-- 
dow, during the ſpace of ſix hundred years. There 


runs a ſtory in the family, that when my mother was 
gone with child of me about three months, ſhe dreamt” 
that ſhe was brou _ -to-bed of a Judge: Whether this 


might proceed from a law-ſuit which was then de- 
pending in the family, or my father's. being a juſtice of- 


the peace, I cannot determine; for T am not fo vain as 


ro think it preſaged any dignity that J ſhould arrive at 


in my future like, though that was the interpretation 
which the neighbourhood put upon it. The gravity of 


my behaviour at my very firſt appearance in the world, 


and all the time that J ſucked, ſeemed to favour my mo- 
ther's dream; for, as ſhe has often told me, I threw - 


away my rattle before I was two months old, and 


would not make uſe of my coral until they had taken 
ny the bells from it. 


As for the reſt of my infancy, there TOR nothing i in 
it remarkable, 1 ſhall paſs it over in filence. I find, that, 


during my nonage, I had the reputation of a very ſullen 


youth ; but was always a favourite of my ſchoolmaſter, 


who uſed 10 ſay, that my parts were ſolid, and would 
© wear well.“ I had not bcen long at the univ erſity, before 


I diſtinguiſned my felt by a mvit. profound lence; for 
UYuring the ſpace of eight years, excepting in the publick | 
exerciles of the college, I ſcarce uttered the quantuy of 


an hundred words; and, indeed, do not remember that 


1 ever ſpoke three ſentences together in my whole life. 


hilt I was in this learned body, I applied myielt with 


fo much diligence to my ſtudies, that there are very few 
celebrated books, either in the learned or the modern 


- tongues, Which I am not acquainted with. 


Upon the death of my father, I was reſolved to 


travel into foreign countries; and therefore left the uni- 


ork, with the chaxatter of an oda, unaccountable fel- 
h | a low, 5 
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low, that had a great deal of learning, if I would. but 
bew it. An inſatiable thirſt after knowledge carried 
me into all the countries of Europe, in which there. was. 
any thing new or ſtrange to be ſeen; nay, to ſuch a de- 
gree was my curioſity raiſed, that having read the con- 
troverſies of ſome, great men concerning the antiquities 
of Egypt, I made a voyage to Grand Cairo, on W 1 1 
to take the meaſure of a pyramid; and, as ſoon as L 
had ſet myſelf right in that particular, returned to my 
native, country with great ſatis faction. 

I have paſſed my latter years in this city, where I am 
frequently ſeen in moſt public places, though there are 
not above half a dozen of my ſelect friends that know 
me; of whom my next paper ſhall give a more particular 
account. There is no place of general reſort, wherein 
I do not often make my appearance; ſometimes I an 
ſeen thruſting my head into a round of politicians at 
Will's, and liſtening with great attention to the narra- 
tives that are made in thoſe little circular audiences. 
Sometimes I ſmoke a pipe at Child's, and, whilſt I ſeem 


attentive to nothing but the Poſtman, overhear the con- 
verſation of every table in the room. I appear on Sun- 


day nights at St, James's coffee-houſe ; and ſometimes 
join the little committee of Jocks in the inner room, 
as one who comes there to hear and improve. My face 
is likewiſe very well known at the Grecian, the "na, 
Tree, and in the theatres both of Drury-Lane and the 
Hay-Market, I have been taken for a merchant upon the 
Exchange for above theſe ten years, and ſometimes paſs 


for a Jew in the aſſembly of ſtock-jobbers at Jona- 


than's. In ſhort, wherever I ſee a cluſter cf people, I 
always mix with them, though I never open my lips but 
in my own club. 8 C 

Thus I live in the world rather as a ſpectator of 
mankind, than as one of the ſpecies; by which mfans 
I have made myſelf a ſpeculative ſtateſman, ſoldier, 


merchant, and artiſan, without ever meddling with any 


practical Jo in lite, I am very well verled in the 
theory of a huſband or a father; and can diſce:n the 
errors in the œconomy, buſineſs, and diverſion of 


others, better than thoſe who re engaged in them; 


as ſtauders-b/ꝗy diſcover blots, which are apt to efeap: 
e - GS | thoſ⸗ 


P 
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thoſe who are in the game. T never eſpouſed wy party 
with violence, and am reſolved to obſefve an exat 
neutrality between the Whigs and Tories, unleſs T ſhalt 
de forced to declare myſelf by the hoftilities of either 
fide. In ſhort, I have acted in all the parts of my life 


28 a looker-on, which is the character T intend to preſerve 


in this paper. its 


I have given the reader juft ſo much of my hiftory 


and character, as to let him fee J am not ahogether 


_ unqualified for the bufineſs 1 have undertaken. As for 


other particulars in my life and adventures, I ſhall in- 


fert them in following papers as I ſhall fee occaſion. In 


the mean time, when I confider how mnch T have ſeen, 
read, and heard, I begin to blame my own tacitarnity 3 
and fince I have neither time nor inclination to com- 
municate the fulneſs of my heart in ſpeech, I am re- 


| folved to do it in writing, and to print myſelf out, if 


poſſible, before I die. I have been often told by my 


friends, that it is pity ſo many uſeful diſcoveries which. 


1 have made ſhould be in the poſſeffion of a filent man. 


For this reaſon therefore, IT ſhall publiſh a ſheet-full of 
thoughts every morning, for the benefit of my con- 


temporaries; and if I ean any way contribute to the 


diverfion or improvement of the country in which 1 
hve, I ſhall leave it, when I am ſummoned out of it, 
with the ſecret ſatisfaction of thinking that I have not 


hved in vain. es 


There are three very material points which I have 


got ſpoken to in this paper; and which, for ſeveral im- 
portant reaſons, F muit keep to myſelf, at leaſt for ſome 


time: I mean, an account of my name, my age, and 


my lodgings, I muſt confeſs, I would gratity my Reader 


in any thing that is reaſovable; but as for theſe three 


_ particulars, though I am tenfible they might tend very 
much to the embelliſhment of my paper, I cannot yet 


come to a reſolution of communicating them to the Pub- 
he. They would indeed draw me out of that obſcurity 


which I have enjoyed for many years, and expoſe me 
in public places to- ſeveral ſalutes and civilities, which 


have been always very diſagrecable to me; for the 


greateſt pain I can ſutfer is, the being talked to, and 
Keivg flazed ut. It is for this reaton kewiſe, that I keep. 
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5 pit After having been thus particular upon * I 
| wall in to-morrow's paper give an account o 


papers as may contribute to the advancement of the 


N 2. Friday, March 2. 
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mour creates him no enemies, for he does nothing with 
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complexion and dreſs as very great ſecrets ;- though. 
ey impoſſible, but I may make diſcoveries of both 
the progreſs of the work I have undertaken. 


thoſe. 
Gentlemen who are concerned with me in this work: 
for, as I have before imimated, a plan of it is laid and 
concerted, as all other matters of importance are, in a 
"club. However, as my friends have engaged me to 


fand in the front, thoſe, who have a mind to correſpond 

with me, may direct their letters to the Spectator, at 
Mr. Buckley's in Little-Britain. For I muſt further 
| acquaint the reader, that though our elub meets only 
on Tueſdays and Thurſdays, we have appointed a com- 


mittee to fit every night for the inſpection of all ſuch. 


og 


public weal. 55 . 1 
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WO nn 


t plures uno conclamant ore— 


Six more at leaſt join their conſenting voice, 


1h HE firſt of our ſociety is a Gentleman of Worceſ- 


terſhire, of ancient deſcent, a Baronet, his name 


Sir Roger de Coverley, His great grandtather was in- 
—Fentor of that famous country-dance which is called 
Stter him. All who know that ſhire are very welt 
acquainted with the parts and merits of Sir Roger. 


. 
31 
II 
= 
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e is a gentleman that is very ſingular in his behaviour, 


put his ſingularities proceed from his good ſenſe, and are 
Fontradictions to the manners of the world, only as he 


thinks the world is in the wrong. However, this hu- 


Wourneſs or obſtinacy; and his being unconfined to 


modes and forms makes him but the readier and more 
"40> F capable 


po - 7 
_ — al 


has frequently offend 


_ paſſage in the game · act. 


to him. 


my Lord Rocheſter and Sir George Etherege, fought aduel 


upon his firſt coming to town, and kicked Bully Dawſon 
in a public coffee-houſe for calling him youngſter. But 
being ill-uſed by the above-mentioned widow, he was 
very ſerious for a year and a half; and though, his 

temper being naturally jovial, he at laſt got over it, lie 


grew careleſs of himſelf, and never dreſſed alterwards, 


He continues to wear a coat and doublet of the ſame 
cut that were in faſhion at the time of his repulſe, 


which, in his merry humours, he tells us, has been in 


and out twelve times ſince he firit wore it. It is ſaid 
Sir Roger grew humble in his deſires after he had 


forgot this cruel beauty, inſomuch, that it is reported he 
ed in point of chaſtity with beg- 
gars and gypſies: but this is looked upon by his friends 


rather as matter of raillery than truth. He is now iu 1 
| his fifty-fixth year, chearful, gay, and hearty ; keeps a 


ood houſe both in town and country ; a great lover 


of mankind ; but there is ſuch a mirthful caſt in his 


behaviour, that he is rather beloved than eſteemed, 


His tenants grow rich, his ſervants look ſatisfied, all 
the young women profeſs love to him, and the young 


men are glad of his company; when he comes into a 


| houſe, he calls the ſervants by their names, and talks 
all the way up- ſtairs to a viſit, I muſt not omit, that 


Sir Roger is a juſtice of the Quorum; that he fills the 


chair at a quarter- ſeſſion with great abilities, and three 


months ago gained univerſal applauſe by explaining a 


The Gentleman next in eſteem and authority among 


us, is another bachelor, who is a member of the Inner- 
Temple; a man of great probity, wit, and underſtand- 
ing; but he has choſen his place of refidence, rather to 
obey the direction of an old humourſome father, than in 
purſuit of his own inclinations. He was placed there = 
to ſtudy the laws of the land, and is the moſt 5 = 
0 | TS: | of! = 
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capable to pleaſe and oblige all who know him. When 
he is in town, he lives in Soho: Square, It is ſaid, he. 
keeps himſelf. a bachelor, by reaſon he was eroſſed in 
love by a — beautiful widow of the next county 
Before this diſappointment, Sir Roger was 

what you call a fine Gentleman, had often ſupped witk 


ene a 
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: 1, _- any of the houſe in thoſe of the ſtage. Ariſtotle and 
en Bovginus are much better underſtood by him than Littleton 
de e Coke. The facher ſends up every poſt- queſtions re- 
In. | UE lating to marriage artioles, leaſes, and tenures, in the 
at“ meighbourhood; all which queſtions he agrees with an 
as aittorney to anſwer and take care of in the lump! Ife 
nh ſtudying the paſfions themſelves, when he ſhould be 
vel enquiring into the debates among men which arife 
ſon from them. He knows the argument of each of the 
Bur options of Demoſthenes and Tully; but not one caſe 
vas iz the reports of our own courts. No one ever took 
his n for a fool, but none, except his intimate friends, 
he now he has a great deal of wit. This turn makes 
rds. him at once both diſintereſted and agreeable : as few of 
me. Nis thoughts are drawn from buſineſs, they are moſt of 
lie, them fit for converſation. His taſte of books is a little 
in to juſt for the age he lives in; he has read all, but ap- 
aid Ppbres of very few. His familiarity with the cuſtoms, 
had Manners, actions, and writings of the ancients, makes 
| he n a very delicate obſerver of what occurs to him in 
beg mh preſent world. He is an excellent critick, and the 
nds ne of the play is his hour of buſineſs; exactly at five 
in he paſſes through New-Inn, croſſes through Ruſſel-Court, 
ps 4 and takes a turn at Will's till the play begins ; he has 
wer Is ſhoes rubbed and his periwig powdered at the bar- 
his er's as you go into the Roſe, It is for the good of the 
ned. gidience when he is at a play, for the actors have an 
all " ritzen to pleaſe hm tf 
ung The perſon of next confideration, is Sir Andrew 
o a Freeport, a merchant of great eminence in the city of 
alks London ; a perſon of indefatigable induſtry, ſtrong 
that Faſon, and great experience. His notions of trade 
the ire noble and generous, and (as every rich man has 
hree ally ſome fly way of jeſting, which would make 
ig a % great figure were he not a rich man) he calls the 
e the Britiſh Common. He is acquainted with com- 
100g Merce in all its parts, and will tell you, that it is a ſtu- 
ner- " Id and barbarous way to extend dominion by arms; 
and- true power is to be you by arts and induſtry, He 
er tro l often argue, that if this part of our trade were 
nin ell cultivated, we ſh gain from one nation; and 
here 
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another, 
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from another, I have heard him p 


rove, that 
diligence 
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diligence makes more laſting acquiſitiogs than valour, 
and that floth has ruined more nations than the ſword,  _; 
He abounds in ſeveral frugal maxims, amongſt which 
the greateſt favourite is, A penny ſaved is a penny got“ 
A general trader of good ſenſe is pleaſanter company 
than a general ſcholar; and Sir Axdrew having a na- 
tural unaffected eloquence, the perſpicuity of his 
diſcourſe gives the ſame pleaſure that wit would in 
another man, He has made his fortunes himſelf; and 
| ſays that England may be richer than other kingdoms, 
by as plain methods as he himſelf is richer than other 
menz though at the ſame time I can fay this of him, 
that there is not a point in the compaſs but blows 
home a ſhip.in which he is an owner. SED 
Next to dir Azdrew in the club-room fits Captain 
Sentry, a Gentleman of great courage, good under. 
ſtanding, but invincible modeſty, He is one of thoſe - 
that deſerve very well, but are very aukward at put- 
ting their talents within the obſervation of ſuch as 
ſhould take notice of them. He was ſome years | 
2 captain, and. behaved himſelf, with great gallantry yt 
in ſeveral engagements, and at ſeveral ſieges; but 
having a ſmall eſtate of his own, and being next heir 
to Sir Roger, he has quitted a way of lite in which 
po man can riſe ſuitably to his merit, who is not R$ 
ſomething of a courtier, as well as a. foldier. I have * 
heard him often lament, that in a profeſſion where 
merit is placed in fo conſpicuous a view, impudence 
ſhould get the better of modeſty, When he has talked 
to this purpoſe, I never heard him make a ſour e:. 
preſſion, but trankly conteſs that he. leſt the world be- 
cauſe he was not fit for it. A ſtrict honeſty, and an even 
regular behaviour, are in themſelves obſtacles to bim 
that muſt preſs through crowds, who endeavour at the 
ſame end. with himſelf, the favour of a commander. 
He will however in his way of talk excuſe Generals, 
for not diſpoſing according to mens detert, or inquiting 
into it; for, ſays he, that great man who has a mind 
to help me, has as many to break through to come at 
me, as I have to come at him: theretore he will com- 
clude, that the man who would make a figure, cſpe- 
cially in a military way, muſt get over all 8 m. 
| 8 99 
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and aſſiſt his patron againſt the importunity of 
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"Sher pretendeis, by a proper aſſurance in his own 


Mndication. He ſays it is a civil cowardice to be back- 


entleman ſpeak of 
Kimſclf and others. The fame frankneſs runs through 


all his converſation. The military part of his lite has 
furniſhed him with many adventures, in the relation 


off which he. is very agreeable to the company; tor 
he is never overbearing, though accuſtomed to com- 
mand men in the utmoſt degree below him; nor ever 


to obſequious, from an habit of obeying men highly 
ptain | Wore him. nk 


But that our ſociety may not appear a ſet of hu- 
Wouriſts, unacquainted with the gallantries and pleaſures 


the age, we have among us the gallant 1/71 Ho- 


onb; a Gentleman who according to his years. 
and always had a very 


t a very little impreſ- 


Sly fortune, time has made 
n, either by wrinkles his forehead, or traces in 
brain. His perſon is well turned, of a good height. 
1s very ready at = tt of diſcourſe with which men 
Pally entertain women. He has all his life dreſſed very 
, and remembers habits as others do men. He can 
Mile when one ſpeaks to him, and laughs eaſily, He 


; = the hiſtory of every mode, and can inform you, 


bm which of the French - king's wenches our wives 
and daughters bad this manner of curling their hair, 
Wat way of placing their hoods ; whoſe trailty was co- 
Weed by ſuch a fort of perticoat, and whoſe vanity | 
© ſhew her foot made that part of the dieſs ſo ſhort 
38 ſuch a year, In a word, all his converfation and 
Powledge have been in the female world. As other 
Wen of his age will take notice to you what ſuch a 
Wuniſter ſaid upon ſuch and ſuch an occaſion; he will 
you, when the Duke of Monmouth daneed at court, 
h a woman was then ſmitten; another was taken with 
Wm at the head of his tropp in the Park. In all theſe 
portant relations, he has ever about the ſame time 


* a a kind glance or a blow of a fan from ſome 
1 8 | 9 8 cele- 
FE 


WY a the 


— 
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eloquent or loud advances others, He ſeldom intro- 
duces the ſubject he ſpeaks 
gone in years, that he obſerves When he is among us, an 


which he always treats with much authority, as one 


from his decays and infirmities. Theſe are my mo 
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celebrated beauty, mother of the preſent Lord ſuch-. 


one. If you ſpenk ef a young: commener that ſaid. i [ 
lively thing in the houſe, he ſtarts up,“ He has | 


« bjood in his veins; Tom Mirabelth begot him; the 


« rogue cheated me in that affair, that young fellow“ 


mother uſed me more like a dog, than any woman _ 
„I ever made advances to.“ This way of talking 14a 


his very much enlivens the converſation among us of 3 


more ſedate turn; and I find there is not one of the 
company, but myſelf, who rarely ſpeak at all, bu 
ſpeaks of him as of that ſort of man whe is uſually 


called a well-bred fine Gentleman. To conclude his 


charaQe?, where women are not concerned, he is an 
| honeſt worthy man. 1 3 
Is cannot tell whether I am to account him, whom Jam 


next to ſpeak of, as one of our company; for he viſits 


us but ſeldom, but, when he does, it adds to every wan 


elſe a new enjoyment of himſelf, He is a clergyman, 
a very philofophick man, of general leatning, great 
ſanctity of life, and the moſt exact good-breeding, He 


has the misfortune to be of a very weak conſtitution, 
and conſequently cannot accept of ſuch cares and buſi- 


nefs as preterments in his function would oblige him to; 
| he is therefore among divines what a chamber-coun- 
ſellor is among lawyers. The probity of his mind, and 


the integrity of his life, create him followers; as being 


earneſtneſs to have him fall on ſome divine topic 


who has no intereſts in this world, as one who is haiten- 
ing to the object of all his wiſhes, and conceives hopt 


nary companions. 
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| Et quoi quiſſue fert ſtadio diwinatus adheret, 

| the + „ 3 7 2 E ante moratt 5 

. de " " Arque it qua ratione fait contexta hp wg 
lually ve In ſomnts eadem plerumgque tvidemur obires ES. 

> his 5 _— FOSTER Luc. I. 4. v. 95c6 
38 4 What ſtudies pleaſe, what mo delight, . \® 
«(An ens thoughts, they dream them o'er at night. 
I an £ 1 , S * | 155 28 | . 
vin = 5 5 | | 
um N one of n., late rambles, or rather 8 1 
man, looked into the great hall where the bank is 2 
n was not a little pleaſed to ſee the directors, ſe- 
He Pretaries, and clerks, with all the other members of that 
ution, — corporation, ranged in their ſeveral ſtations, 
-bukt- K big to the parts they act in that juſt and regular 
m to; Wconomy. This revived in my memory the many diſ- 
coun. @Surfes which I had both read and heard concerning the 
5 and Fray of public credit, with the methods of reſtoring 
bes ig and which, in my opinion, have always been defective, 
ey uſe they have always been made with an eye to ſepa - 
lo la te intereſts, and party principles. 5 
us, The thoughts of the day gave my mind employment 
PIG Fr the whole night, ſo that J fell inſenſibly into a kind 
5 Of Of methodical dream, which diſpoſed all my contempla- 
alten: Yþns into a viſion or allegory, or what elſe the reader 
3 hopt Mall pleaſe to call it TE „ E 
f mo * Methought I returned to the great hall, where 1 


turday, 


©.» 
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Erliament written in golden letters. At the upper 
$4 of, the hall was the Magna Charta, with 
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Dith pictures and maps, were hung with many acts of 


£ the 


Bad been the morning before, but, to my ſurpriſe, in- 
Read of the company that I left there, I ſaw, towards 
the upper end of the hall, a beautiful virgin, ſeated 

on a throne of gold. Her name (as they told me) was 
- Pubic Credit, The walls, inſtead of being adorned 
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act of uniformity on the right hand, and the at of 
toleration on the left. At the lower end of the hall 


was the act of Settlement, which was placed full in 


the eye of the virgin that ſat upon the throne. Both 
the ſides of the* hall were covered with ſuch acts of 
parliament as had been made for the eſtabliſnment 
of public funds. The Lady ſeemed to ſet an unſpeak- 


able value upon thefe ſeveral pieces of furniture, inſo- 


much that ſhe often refreſned her eye with them, and 
often {miled* with a ſecret pleaſure as ſhe looked upon 
them; but, at che fame time, ſhewed a very particular 


nneaſiveſs, if ſhe ſaw any thing approaching that might 


Hurt them. She appeared indeed infinitely timorous in 
all her behaviour: and, whether it was trom the de- 
licacy of her conftitution, or that ſhe was troubled with 


_ vapours, as I was afterwards told by one who I found 


was none of her well-wiſhers, ſhe changed colour, and 
ſtartled at every thing ſhe heard, She was likewiſe (as I 


_ afterwards found) a greater valetudinarian than any [I 


had ever met with even in her own ſex, and ſubject 
to ſuch momentary conſumptions, that, in the twinkling 


of an eye, ſhe would fall away from the moſt florid com- 
plexion, and the moſt healthful ſtate of body, and wis- 


ther into a ſkeleton. Her recoveries were otten as ſud- 
den as her wag inſomuch that ſhe would revive in 


a moment out of a waſting diſtemper into a habit of the 


higheſt health and viguur. 
1 had very ſoon an opportunity of obſerving theſe 
quick turns and changes in her conſtitution, There fat 


at her feet a couple of ſecretaries, who received every | 


hour letters from all parts of the world, which the one 
or the other of them was -perpetually reading to her; 
and, according to the news ſhe heard, to which ſhe was 
exceedingly attentive, ſhe changed colour, and diſco- 
vered many ſymptoms of health or ſickneſs. _ 

Behind the throne was a prodigious heap of bags 
of money, which were piled upon one another ſo high 


that they touched the cieling. The floor, on her right 


band and on her left, was covered with vaſt ſums 
of gold that roſe up in pyramids on either fide of her: 


but this I did not fo much wonder at, when 1 heard, 
upon inquiry, that ſhe had the fame virtue in her ack, 4 


of hich the poets tell us a Lydian king was formerly poſ- 
hall ſeſſed of; and that ſhe cob. convert whatever ſhe pleaſed 
lin into that precious metal. N | 
oth After a little dizzineſs, and confuſed hurry of 
3 of thought, which a man often meets with in a dream, 
nent methought the hall was alarmed, the doors flew open, 
eak- and there entered half a dozen of the moſt hideous phan- 
nſo- *toms that I had ever ſeen, even in a dream, before that 
and time. They came in two by two, though matched in 
pon the moſt diflociable manner, and mingled together in a 
ular _"F#kind of dance. It would be tedious to deſcribe their 
icht habits and perſons; for which reaſon, T ſhall only inform 
s in my reader that the firſt couple were Tyranny and Anar- 
de. chy, the ſecond were Bigotry and Atheiſm, the third, the 
with Genius of a Commonwealth, and a young man of about 
und => twenty-two years of age, whole name I could not learn. 
and '?- He had a ſword in his right hand, which in the dance 
(as I © he often brandiſhed at the Act of Settlement; and a citi- 
y I zen, who ſtood by me, whiſpered in my ear, that he ſaw 
bject a ſponge in his left hand. The dance of ſo many jar- 
ling ring natures put me in mind of the ſun, moon, and 
om- © earth, in the Rehearſal, that danced together for no 
wi- FX other end but to eclipſe one another. £5 
ſud. be Reader will eaſily ſuppoſe, by what has been 
e in before ſaid, that the Lady on the throne would have 
the been almoſt frighted to diſtrachion, had ſie ſeen but any 
one of theſe ſpectres; what then muſt have been her 
theſe Condition when ſhe ſaw them all in a body? She tained 
e ſat and died away at the fight; 3 . 
very Et meque jam color oft miſto caudore rubort; 
one VWec vigor, & wires, & que modo viſa placebant ; © 
her; Nec corpus remanett—= Ovid. Met. I. 3. v. 491. 
Was | N 5 55 
e.. Her ſpirits faint, 
1 Her blooming cheeks aſſume a palid teint, 
bags | And ſcarce her form remains. | | 
ri: 8. * ere was as great a change in the hill of moneys 
ſans ll bags, and the heaps of money, the former ſhrinking 
ber: and falling into fo many empty bags, that I now found 
ears, not above a tenth part of them had been filled with 
buch, Poney. The reſt that took up the ſame ſpace, and N 
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heaps of gold on either ſide the ahrone 'now appeared 


ſticks, bound up together in bundles like Bath-faggots. 
Whilſt I was lamenting chis fudden deſolation that 
had been made before me, che whole ſeene vaniſhed: 
In the room of the frightful ſpectres, there now entered 
a ſecond dance of apparitions, very agreeably matched 
together, and made up of very amiable phantoms. The 
firſt pair was Liberty wath Monarchy at her right hand; 


the third a perſon whom I bad never ſeen, with the genius 
of Great Britain. At the firſt entrance the Lady revived, 


neas: and for my own part, I was fo tranſported with 


could have done it. 


—_—_——— 
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PP gregi; mor tale, altique filenti ? 5 
One of Uncomn. on ſilence and reſerve. | 


A N author, when he firſt appears in the world, is 


nity in my heart, I made it my buſineſs theſe three 
days to liſten after my own fame; and as T have ſome- 
times met with circumſtances which did not difpleafe me, 
I have been encountered by others which gave me as 
much mortification. It is incredible to think how empty 
I have in this time obſerved ſome part of the ſpecies to 
be, what mere blanks they are when they firſt come abroad 
ua 1 c in 

1 | 
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the fame figure as the bags that mere really filed wick 
money, had been blown up; with air, and called into 

my memory the bags full of uind, which Homer tells 
us his hero received as a preſent from. alus. The great 


to be only heaps of paper, or little piles of notched 


the ſecond was Moderation, leading in Religion; aud 


the bags ſwelled to their former bulk, the piles of fag - 
gots and heaps of paper changed into pyramids of gui- 


joy, that I awaked, though, I muſt confeſs, I would fain 
have fallen afleep again to have cloſed: my vition, it I 
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Hor. Sat. 6. 5 2. V. 58. ; 


very apt to believe it has nothing to think of but 
his performances. With a good ſhare of this va- 
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x ae mor ing, how utterly they urs at a ſand until they 


2 5 dy ſome paragraph in à news. paper: 
n perſons are very acceptable to a young author, fur 


abby defire no moreé inany thing but to be new to de 


les It 1 faund cenſolation among ſuch, I was 
much diſquieted by the ineapaeity of others. "Theſe 
are mortals who have a certain ——— he were power 
of reflection, and peruſed my 4 * e tors ra- 
ther Sinn readers. Mar there is ſo little pleafure in in- 


_ @lvrics that ſo nearly concern ourſelves (it being the 


art way in the world to fame, to be too anxious about 
ieh that upon the whole I reſolved for the future to go on 


hbpe about thé buſineſs of reputation, to be very care- 


the conſequences of them. 


At is an endleſs and frivolous purſuit to act by any 


other rule than the care of ſatisfying our own minds in 


what we do. One would think a ſilent man, who con- 


| Igerned himſelf with no one breathing, ſhould be very 


_ Aiktle liable to miſinterpretations; and yer I remember 1 
Mus once taken up for a Jeſuit, for no other reaſon but 
my profound taciturnity. It is from this -misfortune, that 


0 be out of harm's way, I have ever ſince affected 
Zgrowds. He who comes into aſſemblies only to gratify 
his curiofity, and not to make a figure, enjoys the 
"pleaſures of retirement in a more exquilite degree 


58, F crowd than any they can withdraw from. To be exempt 


From the paſlions with which others are tormented, is 
he only pleaſing ſolitude. I can very juſtly ſay with 


me ancient ſage, I am never leſs alone than when alone.“ 
As I am inſignificant to the company in public places, 
und as it is viſible I do not come thither, as moſt do, to 


* as; 
v 
* 


in my ordinary way; and without too much fear or 


of the deſign of my actions, but very negligent of 


han he poſſibly could in his cloſet; the lover, the am- 
Sitious, and the miſer, are followed thither by a worle 


meu) myſelt; I gratity the vanity of all who pretend 
tt make an appearance, and have often as kind looks 
From well-dreſs'd Gentlemen and Ladies, as a poet 
would beſtow upon one of his audience. There are fo 
many gratifications attend this public fort of obſcurity, 
chat ſome little diſtaſtes I daily receive have loſt their 
Fanguth; and I did the other day, without the la I 
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unprejudiced eye; and having nothing to do with. men 


inmoſt thoughts and reflections of all, whom I beholl} 


vour or diſadvantage; but from their inward manner cd 
bearing their condition, often pity the proſperous, and 
' admire the unhappy. _ | | * 


2898 o » 0 : . 5 2 
the few who are intimate with me, anſwer my mil 


I ſhaked my head at, without my ſpeaking. a 


diſpleaſure, overhear one ſay. of me, That ſtrange f. 
« low;” and another anſwer, I have known the felloy,* 
face theſe twelve years, and ſo muſt you; but I belies 


To make up for theſe trivial diſ-dvantages, I hav" 
the high ſatisfaction of beholding all nature with a 


4; 


Ed 


we 
Kg 


paitions or intereſts, I can with the greater ſagacity con 
ſider their talents, manners, failings, and merits. |: 
It is remarkable that thoſe who want any ou 


zives me all the advantages of a dumb man. I have YG 
methinks, a more. than ordinary penetration in ſeeing 
and flatter myſelf that I have looked into the highe 
and loweſt of mankind, and make ſhrewd gueile; 


77 * 


without being admitted to their converſation, at tl 


It is from hence that good or ill fortune has no manner 
of force towards affecting my judgment. I ſee me 
flouriſhing in courts, and languiſhing in jails, withouh 
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being prejudiced from their circumſtances to their fr. 


© Thoſe who converſe with the dumb, know fron 
the turn of their eyes, and the changes of their cou; 
tenance, their ſentiments of the objects before them 


8 bo : 1 
I have indulged my ſilence to ſuch an extravagance, tha 
with concurrent ſentences, and argue to the very point 


Honeycomb was very entertaining the other night at 1 
play, to a Gentleman who fat on his right hand 
while I was at his left. The Gentleman believed 7: 
was talking to himſelf, when upon my looking with great WM 
approbation at a young thing in a box before us, he f 
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I am quite of another opinion, She has, I allow, a very 


i pleaſing aſpect, but methinks that ſimplicity in her coun. 


« tenance is rather childiſh than innocent.“ When Job- 
ſerved her a ſecond time, he ſaid, I grant her dreſs is 
every becoming, but perhaps the merit of that choice is 
owning to her mother ; for though, continued he, I al- 
low a beauty to be as much to be commended for the 
elegance of her dreſs, as a wit for that of his language; 
yet if ſhe has ſtolen the colour of her ribbands from an- 
« other, or had advice about her trimmings, I ſhall not al- 
lor her the praiſe of dreſs, any more than I would call 
%a plagiary an author.“ When I threw my eye towards 
the next woman to her, Vill ſpoke what I looked, ac- 
cording to his romantic imagination, in the following 
manner. 1 . 
* Behold, you who dare, that charming virgin; behclc 
the beauty of her perſon chaſtiſed by the innocence of 
her thoughts, Chaſtity, good-nature, and affability, are 
the graces that play in her countenance ; ſhe knows ſhe 
is handſome, but ſhe knows ſhe is good. Conſcious beauty 
adorned with conſcious virtue! What a ſpirit is there 
in thoſe eyes! What a bloom in that perſon! How is 
the whole woman exprefled in her appearance ! her air 
haus the beauty of motion, and her look the force of lan- 
guage.“ . | | ä 
It was prudence to turn away my eyes from this object, 
and therefore I turned them to the thoughtleſs creatures 
Who make up the lump of that ſex, and move a know- 
ing eye no more than the portraitures of inſignificant 
people by ordinary painters, which are but pictures of 
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pictures. 5 . 5 

Thus the working of my own mind is the general en- 
tertatnment of my life; I never enter into the commerce 
ot diſcourſe with any but my particular friends, and not 
in public even with them. Such an habit has perhaps 
raed in me uncommon reflections; but this effect I. 


cannot communicate but by my writings, As my 


pleatures are almoſt wholly confined to thoſe of the fight, 
I take it for a peculiar happineſs that I have always 
had an ealy and familiar admittance to the fair ſex, 
It I never praiſed or flattered, I never belyed or con- 
tradicted them. As theſe compoſe half the world, 

Yor. I. | 5 and 
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and are, by the juſt complaifance and gallantry of our na- 


tion, the m. part of aur. people, I ſhall dedi- 


cate a conſiderable ſhare of theſe my ſpeculations to their 


ſervice, and ſhall lead the young through all the becom- . 
ing duties of rig cnny; marriage, and widowhood, When 


it is a woman's day, in my works, I ſhail endeavour at a 

ſtile and air ſuitable to their underſtanding. When I ſay 
this, I muſt be underſtood to mean, that I ſhall not lower 
but exalt the ſubjects I treat upon. Diſcourſe for their 


entertainment, is not to be debaſed but refined. A man 
may appear learned without talking ſentences, as in his 


ordinary geſture he diſcovers he can dance though he 
does not cut capers. In a word, I ſhall take it for the 


greateſt glory of my work, if among reaſonable women 
this paper may furniſh Tea-Table Talk. In order to it, 


J ſhall treat on matters which relate to females, as they 


are concerned to approach or fly from the other ſex, or 


as they are tied to them by blood, intereſt, or affection, 
Upon this occaſion I think it but reaſonable to declare, 
that whatever ſkill I may have in ſpeculaticn, I ſhall never 
betray what the eyes of lovers fay to each other in my 
' preſence, At the ſame time I ſhall not think myſelf oblig- 
ed, by this promiſe, to conceal any falle proteſlations 
Which I obſerve made by glances in public aſſemblies; 
but endeavour to make both ſexes appear in their conduct 
what they are in their hearts. By this means, love, dur- 
ing the time of my ſpeculations, ſhall be carried on with 
the ſame ſiucerity as any other affairs of leſs conſideration, 
As this is the greateſt concern, men ſhall be from hence- 
forth liable to the greateſt reproach for miſbehaviour in it. 
Falſehood in love ſhall! hereafter bear a blacker aſpect, 
than infidelity in friendſhip, or villany in buſineſs. For 
this great and good end, all breaches againſt that noble 
paſſion, the cement of ſociety, thall be ſeverely examined. 
But this, and all other matters looſely hinted at now, 
and in my former papers, ſhall have their proper place 
in my tollowing diſcourſes, the preſent writing is only 
to admoniſh the world, that they tall aot {ind me an 
ic but a buſy Spectuor, | 
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Gekarunm adler ff bi tencab ?:: 
„ | Hor, Ars Poet. ver. 8. 


Admitted to the ſight, wou'd you not laugh ? 


AS Opera may be allowed to be extravagantly la- 
| ZX vith in its decorations, as its only defign is to 
gratify the ſenſes, and keep up an indolent attention 
in the audience. Common ſenſe however requires, that 
there ſhould be nothing in the ſcenes and machines 
which may appear childiſh and abſurd, How would 
, the wits of King Charles's time have laughed to have 
r ſeen Nicolini expoſed to a tempeſt in robes of ermine, 
7 aad ailing in au open boat upon a ſea of paſteboard ? 
What a field of raillery would they have been let into, 
8 had they been entertained with painted dragons ſpitting 


3 MW wild-fire, enchanted chariots drawn by Flanders mares, 
-t and real caſcades in artificial landſkips ? A little ſkill in 
'- WE criticiſm would inform us, that ſhadows and realities 
h WT ought not to be mixed together in the ſame piece; and, 
Ns that the ſcenes which are deſigned as the repreſentations _ 
C- of nature, ſhould be filled with reſemblances, and not 
it. with the things themſelves. If one would repreſent a 
t, wide champain country filled with herds and flocks, it 
or MEwonold be ridiculous to draw the country only upon the 
Je ſcenes, and to croud ſeveral parts of the tage with ſheep 
ed. and oxen. This is joining together inconſiſtencies, and 
„, making the decoration partly real and partly imaginary. 
ace would recommend what I have ſaid here to the di- 
bly Arccktors, as well as to the admirers of aur modern Opera, 
an As I was walking in the ſtrects about a fortnight 
E. ago, I faw an ordinary fellow carrying a cage full of 
little birds upon his ſnoulder; and, as I was wondering 
ith myſelf what uſe he would put them to, he was 
et very luckily by an acquaintance, who had the ſame 
lay, ALS.» 8 B 2 © cunokey. 
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curioſity... Upon his aſking him what he had upon his 
| ſhoulder, be told him that he had been buying fpar- 
rows for the opera, Sparrows for the opera, ſays his 
friend, licking his lips, what, are they-to be roaſted? 
No, no, fays the other, they are to enter towards the 
end of the firit act, and to fly about the ſtage. . a 
This ſtrange dialogue awakened my cunoſity ſo far, 
that I immediately bought the opera, by which means 
1 perceived that the ſparrows were to act the part of 
ſinging birds in a delightful grove; though upon 3 
nearer inquiry I found the ſparrows put the ſame trick 
upon the audience, that Sir Martin Mar-all practiſed 
upon his miſtreſs; for though they flew in ſight, the 

muſic proceeded from a conſort of flagelets and birds. 
cails which were planted behind the ſcenes. At the 
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ſame time I made this diſcovery, I found by the diſcourſe pl 

of the actors, that there were great defigns on foot for In 
the improvement of the opera ; that it had been pro- 5, 
poſed to break down a part of the wall, and to ſurpriſe fo 
the audience with a party of an hundred horſe, and an 

that there was actually a project of bringing the New- ge 
River into the bouſe, to be employed in jetteaus and is 


_ water-works. This project, as I have ſince heard, is at 
poſtponed till the ſummer-ſeaſon; when it is thought WF git 
the coolneſs that proceeds from fountains and caſcades be 
will be more acceptable and refreſhing to people of m 


quality. In the mcan time, to find out a more agree- WW wh 
able entertainment for the winter-ſeaſon, the opera of WM nat 
Rinaldo is filled with thunder and lightning, illumina- to 
tions and fire- works; which the audience may loo anc 
upon without catching cold, and indeed, without much the 
danger of being burnt ; for there are ſeveral engines ble 
filled with water, and ready to play at a minute's warn WWF pre 
ing, in caſe any ſuch accident ſnould happen, However, the 
as I have a very great friendſhip for the owner of thi WW wit 


theatre, I hope that he has been wiſe enough to infure i 
bis houſe before he would let this opera be acted in 
It is no wonder that thoſè ſcenes ſhould be very ſu. 
prifing which were contrived” by two poets of differen 
nations, and raiſed by two magicians of different ſexes 
Armida (as we are told in the argument) was an Ame 
| | z OU 
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"XX 2zonicn enchantreſs, and poor Signior Caſſani (as we 
learn from the perſons repreſented) a Chriſtian-conjurer 
- XX (Mago Chriftiano). | Emult confeſs Tam very much puz- 
3 X led to find bow an Amazon ſhowld be verſed in the black 
art, or how a good Chriſtian, for ſuch is the part of the 
e BE magician, ſhould deal with the devil. 
Io conſider the poet after the conjuror, I ſhall give 
„ pou a taſte of the Italian from the firit lines of his pre- 
is tace. Accuti, benigno lettore, un parto di poche fere, che 
f 8 4 ben nato di notte, non & pero aborto di tenebre, ma fi 
3 fad conofeere. figlio d Apollo con qualche raggio di Par- 
k nao. 4 Behold, gentle reader, the birth 5 a few even- 
dings, Which, tho' it be the offspring of the night, is 
0 1 not the abortive of darkneſs, but will make itſelf known 
- io be the ſon of Apollo, with a certain ray of Parnaſſus. 
1c lle afterwards proceeds to call Mynheer Handel the Or- 
ſc WM pbeus of our. age, and to acquaint us, in the ſame ſub- 


or FF hmity of ſtile, that he compoſed this opera in a fortnight, 


0- WE Such are thefvits-to whoſe taſtes we ſo ambitioufly con- 
ic form ourſelves. The truth of it is, the fineſt writers 
nd among the modern Italians expreſs themſelves in ſuch a 
W. florid form of words, and ſuch tedious circumlocutions, 


nd as are uſed by none but pedants in our own country; and 


1s at the ſame time fill their writings with ſuch poor ima- 
cht BY ginations and conceits, as our youths are aſhamed of 
des before they have been two years at the univerſity. Some 


of may be apt to. think that it is the difference of genius 


ce- which produces the difference in the works of the two 
of WF nations; but to ſhew there is nothing in this, if we 


na- look into the writings of the old Italians, ſuch as Cicero 


ook WY and Virgil, we ſhall find that the Engliſh writers, in 


uch their way of thinking and expreſſing themſelves, reſem- 
nes FF ble thoſe authors much more than the modern Italians 
n- E pretend to do. And as for the poet himſelf, from whom 
ven the dreams of this opera are taken, I mutt intirely agree 


this with Monſieur Boileau, that one verſe in Virgil is worth 


dure all the Clincant or Tinſel of Taſſo. 8 


| 1] But to return to the ſparrows ; there have been ſo 
ZW many flights of them let looſe in this opera, that it is 
fur WR feared the houſe will never get rid of them; and that in 


rem other plays they may make their entrance in very wrong 


bed- 


"vp 


xc and improper ſcenes, ſo as to be ſcen flying in a Lady's 


. 
* 
* 


diences may ſometimes ſuffer from them. I am credibly 
informed, that there was once a defign of caſting into 
nan opera the ſtory of Whittington and his cat, and 
that in order to it, there had been got together a great be 


money for the gratification of the audience. C 


quantity of miee; but Mr. Rich, the proprietor ot the 


play-houſe, very prudently confider'd that it would be 
-11mpoſſible for the cat to kill them all, and that conſe. * 
quently the princes of the ſtage, might be as much in- 
teſted with miee, as the prince ot the iſland was be- 


fore the cat's arrival upon it; for which reaſon he would 


not permit it to be acted in his houſe, - And indeed I 


cannot blame him; for, as he ſaid very well upon that 


occaſion, I do not hear that any of the pertormers in 
dur opera pretend to equal the famous pied piper, who | 
made all the mice of a great town in Germany follow 
bis muſic, and by that means cleared the place of thoſe 
little noxious animals. r 
+ Before I diſmiſs this paper, I muſt inform my reader, | 
that I hear there is a treaty on foot with London and 
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bed-chamber, of pearching upon a King's throne; be. M 


Oe M. "the FR 3 : ; 4 
of the au- —- 


Wiſe (who will be appointed gardeners of the play- 


Houſe) to furniſh the opera of Rinaldo and Armida with 
an orange-prove ; and that the next time it is aCted, 
the ſinging-birds will be perſonated by tom-tits; tbe 


undertakers being reſolved to ſpare neither pains por ; 
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Twas impious then (ſo much was age rever'd) 
For yourk to keep their ſeat, when an old man appear A. 


KNOW no evil under the fan fo oreat as the abuſe | 


of the underſtanding, and yet there is no one vice 
more common. It has ditfufed itſelf through both 
ſexes and all qualities of mankind; and there is hardly 


that perſon to be found, who is not more concerned Tor 


che reputation of wit and ſenſe, than honeſty and virtue. 
But this unhappy affectation of being wiſe rather than 


honeſt, witty than good-natur'd, is the ſource of moſt 
of the ill habits of lite, Such falſe impreſſions are owing | 
to the abandoned writings of men of wit, and the auk- 


ward imitation of the reſt of mankind, 


For this reaſon Sir Roger was ſaying laſt night, chat 5 


be was of opinion none but men of fine parts deſetve 
to be e 


the fine edge of their minds in ſuch a manner, that they 


are no more ſhocked at vice and folly, than men of 
Nower capacities. There is no greater monſter in being, 
than a very ill man of great parts: he lives like a man 
in a palſy, with one ſide of him dead. While perhaps 


he enjoys the ſatisfaction of luxury, of wealth, of am- 
bition, he has loſt the taſte of good-will, of friendſhip, 
of innocence. Scarecrow, the beggar in Lincoln's-Inn- 


Fields, who difabled himſelf in his right leg, and aſks 


alms all day to get himſelf a warm ſupper and a trull 


at night, is not halt ſo deſpicable a wretch as ſuch a 
may of ſenſe. The beggar has no > reliſh above ſen- 
B 4 | 85 ſations; | 


Juv. Sat. kü. 55 | 


The refletions of ſuch men are ſo de- 
licate upon all occurrences which they are concerned i in, 
that they ſhould be expoſed to more than ordinary in- 
famy and puniſhment for offending againſt ſuch quick 
admonitions as their own ſouls give them, and blunting 
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ſations; be finds reſt more agreeable than motion; aud 
while he has a warm fire and his doxy, never reflects 
that he deſerves to be whipped. Every man who ter- 
minates his ſatis factions and enjoyments within the ſup- 
ply of his on neceſſities and, paſſions, is, ſays Sir 
Roger, in my eye, as poor a rogue as Scarecrow, But, 
comipued he, for the loſs of public and private virtue, 
we are beholden to your men of parts forſooth; it is 
wich them no matter what is done, ſo it be done wich 
an air. But to me, who am ſo whimſical in a corrupt 
age as to act according to nature and reaſon, a felfita 
man, in the moſt ſhining circumſtance and equipage, 
appears in the ſame e HAM with the fellow | above- 
weationed, but more contemptible, in proportion to 
what more he robs the public of, and enjoys above .him, 
I lay it down therefore for a rule, that the whole man 
is to move together; that every action of any impor- 
tance, is to have a proſpect ot public good; and that 
tlie general tendency of our indifferent actions ought 
to be agreeable to the dictates of reaſon, of religion, of 
good breeding; without this, a man, as I before have 
| hinted, is hopping inſtead of walking, he is not in his 
Intire. and -peoper mation. ou ooo inning tion 
While the honeſt knight was thus bewildering him- 
felf in good ſtarts, I looked attentively upon him, which 
made him, I thought, collect his mind a litile. What 
4 :ü ar, fays he, is to repreſent, that I am of opinion, 
to poliſh our underſtandings and neglect our manners, 
is of all things the moſt inexcuſable. Reaſon ſhould 
govern paſſion, but inſtead of that, you ſee, it is often 
iubſervient to it; and as unaccountable as one would 
think it, a wiſe man 1s not always a good man, This 
degeneracy is not only the gift of particular perſons, but 
at ſome times of a whole people: and perhaps it may 
appear upon examination, that the moſt polite ages are 
the leaſt virtuous. This may be attributed to the 
folly of admitting wit and learning as merit in them- 


ſelves,” without conſidering the application of them. By 


this means it becomes a rule, not ſo much to regard 
what we do, as how we doit. But this falſe beauty will 
not paſs upon men of honeſt minds and true taſte : Sir 


Richard Blackmore ſays, with as much good ſenſe as 


virtue, 
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virtue,“ It is a mighty diſhonour and ſhame to employ 
excellent faculties and abundance of wit to humour and 
pleaſe men in their vices and follies. The great enemy 
« of mankind, notwithſtanding his wit and angelic facul- 
« ries, is the molt odious being in the whole creation.” 
He goes on ſoon after to ſay very generouſly, that he un- 
dertook the writing of his poem ** to reſcue the Muſes 
4 Out of hs hands of raviſhers, to reſtore them to their 
« {iveet and chaſte manſions, and to Engage them in an 
« employment ſuitable to their dignity.“ This certainly 
ought to be the purpoſe of every man who appears in 
public, and whoever does not proceed upon that founda- 
tion, injures his country as faſt as he ſucceeds in his ſtudies. 
When modeſty ceaſes to be the chief ornament of one ſex, 
and integrity, of the other, ſociety is upon. a wrong baſis, 
and we ſhall he ever after without rules to guide our judg- 
ment in what is really becoming and. oriamental. Na- 


ture and reaſon direct one thing, paſſion and humour 


another: to follow the dictates of the two latter, is going 


into a road that is both endleſs and intricate; when we 
purſue the other, our paſſage is delightful, and what we 
% ⁰ñ; Ein. CITED 
I do not doubt but England is at preſent as polite a. 
nation as any in the world; but any man*who. thinks 
can eaſily ſee, that the affèctation of being gay and in 
faſhion, has very near eaten up our good ſenſe and our 
religion. Is there any thing ſo juſt, as that mode and 
gallantry ſhould be built upon exerting ourſelves in what 
is proper and agreeable to the inſtitutions of juſtice and 
piety among us? And yet is there any thing more com- 
won than that we run in perfect contradiction to them? 
Alk which is ſupported by no other pretenſion, than that 
it is done with what we call a good grace. 5 
Nothing ought to be held laudable or becoming, but 
what nature itſelf ſhould prompt us to think ſo, Reſpect 
to all kind of ſuperiors is founded, methinks, upon iu 
ſtinct; and yet what is fo ridiculous as age? I make 
this abrupt tranſition to the mention of this vice more 
than any other, in order to introduce a little ſtory, which 


” 


2 a 2 n 4 | fs . 8% 4 4 
I think a pretty inſtance that the moſt polite ave is in 
danger of being the moſt vicious. | HR ron Soul 
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( It happened at Athens, during a publi e repreſenta- 9 


4 « tion of ſome play exhibited in honour of the com- 
„mon- wealth, that an old Gentleman came too late for 
Sa — ſuitable to his age and quality. Many of the 

5 ng ger entlemen who 'obſerveil the difficulty and con- 

uſion he was in, made figns to him that they would 
* accomtmodate him if he came where they fat; the 
good man buſtled through the croud accordingly; but 
when he came to the ſeats to which he was invited, the 

« jeſt was to fit cloſe, and expoſe him, as he ſtood out „ 
o of countenance, to the whole audience. The frolic M7 
went round all the Arhenian benches. But on thoſe 
© occafions' there were alſo particular places affigned for 
* foreipners: when the good man ſkulked towards the 
Mb e appointed for the Lacedemonians, that honeſt 
le, more virtuous than polite, roſe up all to a 
man, and with the greateſt reſpect received him among 
them. The Athenians being ſuddenly touched with a 
_ * ſenſe of the Spartan virtue and their own degeneracy, 
gave a thunder of applauſe; and the old man cried 


out, The Athenians Wane rubat is Ms Pat 4 thy La- h- 
< * cedemonians Re iſe it. 2 Re 
—ů ů ů ů—ů — —— bt 
NN. nz March 8. = 
| = | « 

| Somnia, terrores magicos, c ſages | E 5 3855 
Necturnos lemur 55 femme Tae ale ri 1 , 9 gi 
Hor. Ep. ii. 208, =_ * 

Vifions, a6 magic ſpells, can you defpiſe, ' Wl” 
And laugh at witches, ghoſts, and prodigies ? = af 


\ OING yoſterday- to dine with an old acquain- 
QF tance, 1 had the misfortune to find his whole fa- 
mily very much dejected. Upon aſking him the 
occaſion of it, he told me that his wife had dreamt a 2 
ſtrange dream the 8 before, which they were afraid fi 
portended ſome misfortune to themſelves or to their Wi di 
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children. At ber coming into the room I obſerved , Pc 
5 i ſeuled Wy in Ae doumenance, Which I BY 
0 | thould Bl. 
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4odld:4mveierp anubled be iche E ant heard from 


| whence it proceeded. We were no ſooner ſat down; but 


after having looked upon me a little while, ( My dear, 


« ſays ſne, turaing to her huſband, you may now ſee the 
* ſtranger that was iu the candle laſt night.“ Soon after 
his, as they began to tulk of family affairs, a little boy 
at the lower end of the table told her, that he was to 
go into joĩn- hand on Thurſday. Thurſday! ſays ſhe, 
no, child, if it pleaſe God, you ſhall not begin upon 
„ Childermas-day; tell your writing-maſter that Friday 
« will be ſoon enough.“ I was reflecting with myſelf on 
the oddneſs of her fancy, and wondering that any body 
would eſtabliſh it as a rule to loſe a day in every week. In 
the midit of theſe my muſings, ſhe deſired me to reach 
her a little ſalt upon the point of my knife, which I did 
in ſuch a trepidation and hurry of obedience, that I let 


it drop by the way; at which ſhe immediately ſtartled, and 


faid it fell towards her. Upon this I looked very blank; 


and, obſerving the concern of the whole table, began to 
conſider myſelf, with ſome confuſion, as a perſon that 


had brought a diſaſter upon the family. The lady, how- 
ever, recovering herlelf after a little ſpace, ſaid to her 
huſband, with a ſigh, “ My dear, misfortunes never come 
„ fingle.“ My friend, I found, acted but an under- part 


at his table, and being a man of more good- nature than 
underſtanding, thinks himſelf obliged to fall in with all 
the paſſions and humours of his yoke- fellow: “Do not 


« you remember, child, ſays ſhe, that the pigeon-houſe 
L tell the very afternoon that our careleſs wench ſpilt the 
« ſalt upon the table? Yes, ſays he, my dear, and the 
© next poſt brought us an account of the battle oft Al- 
FX © manza.” The reader may gueſs at the figure I made 
after having done all this miſchief. I diſpatched my din- 
ner as ſoon as I could, with my uſual taciturnity; When, 
to my utter confuſion, the Lady ſceing me quitting = 
my knife and fork, and laying them acrois one another 
upon the plate, deſired me that I would humour her ſo far 


as to take them out of that figure, and place them fide by 


8 fide. What the abſurdity was, which I had commited I 


did notknow, but I {uppole there was ſome traditionary ſu- 


perſtition in it; and therefore, in obedience to the lady gf 
the houſe, I diſpoſed of my knife and fork in two, parallel 


lines, 
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lines, which is the figure I ſhall always lay them 


in tor the future, tho' 1 do not know any reaſon for 
It is not' difficult for a man to ſee that a perſon has 
"conceived an averſion to him. For my own part, [ 
quickly found, by the Lady's looks, that ſhe regarded 
me as a very odd kind of fellow, with an unfortunate 
aſpect. For which reaſon I took my leave immediately 


after dinner, and withdrew to my own lodgings. Upon 


my return home, I fell into a profound contemplation 
on the evils that attend theſe ſuperſtitious follies of 
mankind; how they ſubject us to imaginary afflictions, 
and additional ſorrows, that do not properly come 


within our lot. As if the natural calamities of life WW 
were not ſufficient for it, we turn the moſt indifferent 


circumſtances into misfortunes, and fuffer as much 
from trifling accidents, as from real evils, I have 
known the ſhooting of a ſtar ſpoil a night's reſt; and 
have ſcen a man in love grow pale and loſe his appe- 
tite, upon the plucking of a merry-thought. A ſereech- 
- owl at midnight has alarmed a family more than a 
band of robbers ; nay, the voice of a cricket hath ſtruck 


more terror than the roaring of a lion. There is no- 
thing fo inconſiderable, which may not appear dreadtul B 
to an imagination that is filled with omens and prog- 
noſties. A ruſty nail, or a crooked pin, ſhoot up into. 


prodigies. TH | 

I remember I was once in a mixt aſſembly, that was 
fall of noiſe and. mirth, when on a ſudden an old wo- 
man unluckily obſerved there were thirteen of us in 
company. This remark ſtruck. a panic terror into ſe- 
veral who were preſent, inſomuch that one or two of 
the Ladies were going to leave the room; but a friend 


. of mine taking notice that one of our female com- 
panions was big with child, affirmed there were tour- 
teen in the room, and that, inſtead of portending one 
of the company thould- die, it plainly foretold one of 
them ſhould be bora. Had not my friend found out : 


this expecient to break the omen, I queſtion not but 
- bali the women in the « YWpany would have fallen fi 
that very night. INE. e 


An 


= 1 ra + 24,4 
V . . 
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An old maid, that: is troubled with the vapours, pro- 

quces infinite diſturbances of this kind among her 

friends and neighbours. I knew a maiden aunt, of, 
great family, who is one of theſe antiquated Sibyls, that 
torbodes and propheſies from one end of the year to 
the other. She is always ſeeing apparitions, and hearing 

deathwatches; and was the other day almoſt frighted 

out of her wits by the great houſe-dog, that howled in 

the ſtable. at a time when ſhe lay ill of the tooth- ach. 
Sach an extravagant caſt of mind engages multitudes of 
people not only in impertinent terrors, but in ſupernu- 

merary duties of lite; and arifes from that fear and 

ignorance which are natural to the ſoul of man The 
horror with which we entertain the thoughts of death 

(or indeed of any future evil) and the uncertainty of its 

approach, fill a malancholy mind with innumerable: ap- 
prchenſions and ſuſpicions, and conſequently diſpoie it 
to the obſervation of ſuch groundleſs prodigies and 

predictions. For as it is the chief concern of wiſe men 

to retrench the evils of life by the reaſonings of philo- 
lophy ; it is the employment of fools to multiply them 
by the ſentiments of ſuperſtition. EH els.” 
For my own part, I ſhould be very much troubled 
were I endowed with this divining quality, though it 
ſhould inform me truly of every thing that cum befal 
me. I would rot anticpute the relifr ot any happineſs, 
nor fecl the weight of any miſery, before it actually 
arrives. 1 | | . 
I know but one way of fortifying my ſoul againſt theſe 

gloomy preſages and terrors of mind, aud that is, by 
ſecuring to myſelf the friendſhip and protection of that 
Being who diſpoſes of events, and governs Futurity, 
He ſees at one view, the whole thread of my exiſtence, 
not only that part of it which I have already paſſed 
through, but that Which runs forward into all the depths. 
of eternity. When I lay me down to fleep,. I recora- 
mend myſelf to his care; when I awake, I give myſelf 
vp to his direction, Amidit all the cvils that threatan 
me, I will look up to him tor help, aud queſtion nut. but 
he will either avert them, or turn them to my advau- 
tage, Though I know neither the time nor the man- 
ver of the death J am to dic, I am not at all ſolicitous 
5 885 about 
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abou! it; becauſe I am ſure: that he knows them both, 
and that de will not fail: to Wieners and fen me 


— 


— — 1 9 


N. ad 15 Friday, March 9. 


| 4. Venus ws 3 ae re 1 oft, 
It multo nebulz circum Dea fudit amiftn, 
Cerxere ne Tais eo Vin. Au. 1 1. 40 Fo 


. They march a. for Fra kindly firevds [7 
With miſts their Prone, and involves in clouds, 
DxrpEx. 


— SHA L L bere communicate to: the world acouple of 

letters, which I believe will give the reader as good 
an entertainment as any that I am able to furniſh him 
with, aud therefore ſhall make no  agology for ee f 


o tis S2ecT ATOR, G. 
8 | 
A M one of the directors of the Society fot & me re- 
formation of manners, and therefore think my- 
ſelf a proper perſon for your correſpondence. I hare 
thoroughly examined the preſent ſtate of rehgion in 
Great Britain, and am able to acquaint you with the 
predominant vice of every market-town in the whole 
mand, I can tell you the progrefs that virtue hs 
made in all our cities, boroughs, and corporations; and 
know as well the evil practices that are committed in 
Berwick or Exeter, as what is done in my own family. 
In a word, Sir, T have my correſpondents in the re- 
„ moteſt parts of the nation, who fend me up punctual 
accounts from time to time of all the little irregola- 
© rities that fall under their notice in their feveral di- 
3 fries and diviffonhs.:*.2 06, 5 


6666 6 a « «. 


I am no leſs acquainted with the partioular quarters 
4 and enn ot this en: Ou than with the dife- 
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© rent-parts and diftributions of the whole nation. 1 
can deſcribe every pariſn by its impieties, and ean tell 
© you in which of our ſtreets lewdneſs prevails, which 
gaming has taken the poſſeſſion of, and where drun- 
4 has got the better of them both. When I am 
© diſpoſed to raiſe a fine for the poor, I know the lanes 
and alleys that, are inbabited by common ſwearers. 
When 1 would encourage the hoſpital of Bridewell, 
and improve the hempen_ manufacture, I am very 
well acquainted with all the haunts. and reſorts of fe- 
male night-walkers. 7 IB. 

© After this ſhort account of myſelf, I muſt let you 
know, that the deſign of this paper is to give you in- 
formation of a certain irregular aſſembly, which I 

think falls very properly under your obſervation, ef- 
© pecially fince the perſons it is compoſed of are criminals 
too conſiderable tor the animadverſions of, our ſociety. 
© I mean, Sir, the Midnight Maſk, which has of late 
© been very frequently held in one of the moſt conſpi- 
* cuous parts of the town, and which I hear will be 
continued with additions and improvements. As all the 
© perſons who compole this lawleſs aflembly are matked, 
* we dare not attack any of them in our Way, leaſt we 
© ſhould ſend a Woman of Quality to Bridewell, or a 
© Peer of Great-Britain to the Counter: befides that, 

their numbers are ſo very great, that I am afraid they 
* would be able to rout our whole traternity, though we 
* were accompanied with all our guard of conſtables. 
Both theſe reaſons, which ſecure them from our autho- 


a K „* 


K „„ 


* 


rity, make them obnoxious to yours; as both their diſ- 


* guiſe and their numbers will give no particular perſon 
« reaſon to think himſelf affronted by you. Y | 

* It we are rightly informed, the rules that are ob- 
© ſerved by this new ſociety are wonderfully contrived 
© for the advancement of cuckoldom. The women et- 
ther come by themſelves, or are introduced by friends, 
* who are obliged to quit them, upon their firſt entrance, 


= © tothe converſation of any body that addreſſes himſelt 
== < to them. There are ſeveral rooms where the parties 


may retire, and if they pleaſe, ſhew their faces by con- 
*. ſent, ., Whiſpers, ſqueezes, nods, and embraces, are 
* the, innocent fieedoms of the place, In ſhort, the 
T . Whole 


— 
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whole deſign of this kbidingus aſſembly ſeems to ter. 


* minate in, allignations and intrigues ; and 1 hope you 
will take effectual methods by) Jour public advice and 
admonitions, to prevent ſuch a promiſcuous , mul. 
tiude of both ſexes trom meeting FOREX, Þ mY fo Flats 
deſtine a manner. I am, _ EEG Ie. 


« Your humble ſervant, 


* S 


2 


FVV 


— „ 


and fellow - labourer, 1 
_ 5612 „ iT; _ OT 
Not long after the peruſal of this Letter received ! 
another upon the ſame ſubject; which by the date and . 
ſtile or it, I take to be written by foe young Temp lar. A. 
( 
ES Ie -:: 95 5 Viddle-Temple, 1710-11. . f 
WY EN a man has been guiky of any vice r 4 5 
folly, I think the beſt atonement he can make. ; 
tor it, is to warn others not to fall into the like. In 
order to this I muſt acquaint you, that ſome time in 0 
February laſt I went to the Tueſday's maſquerade, Upon 
ray firſt going in I was attacked by half a dozen femae - 
Quakers, who ſeemed willing to adopt me for a bro Fc, 
ther; but upon a nearer examination 1 found they pe 
were a ſiſterhood of coquettes diſguiſed in that preciſe * 
habit. I was ſoon after taken out to dance, and, as 1 = 
fancied, by a woman of the firit quality, for ſhe was BM., 
very tall, and moved graceſully. As foon as the minuet N 
was over, we ogled one another through our rake; 1 
and as I am very well read in W: aller, Ei repe: red to het 1 
the four following verſes out of his! poem Ir) * audike. 
*Fhe heedleſs lover does not know. 
Whoſe eyes they are that wound him fo ; 
But confounded with thy art, 
Iaquires her name chat has his Rate , 
I pronounced theſe words with ach a languiching at 
that L had fome reaſon to conclude I had ade a cor Wl 
queſt, She told me that ſü hoped my face was rx WW.1 
kin tomy tongue, and looking upon her watch, 1 th 
accidental diſcovered d the ligure 0; a coionet on ie I 


beck 
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i 2 ; back part of it. I was ſo tran ſported with the thought 
by of ſuch an amour, that I phed her from one room to 
ul. another with all the gallantries I could invent; and at 


length brought things to ſo happy an iſſue, that ſhe 
gave me à private mecting the next day, without page 
or footman, coach or equipaze, My heart danced in 
raptures, but I had not lived in this golden dream 
above three days before I found good reaſon to with 
that I had continued true to my laundreſs, I have 


fſince heard, by a very great accident, that this fine 

red Lady docs not hve far from Covent-Garden, and that 

ing I am not the firſt cully whom ſhe has paſſed hericli 

r. upon tor a counteſs.? 5 TION 5 

Thus, Sir, you ſee how I have miſtaken a Cloud 

Wy for a Juno; aud if you can make any ule of this ad- 
venture, for the benefit of thoſe who may poillbl, ke 

I WF as vain young coxcombs as myſelt, I do mot heartily 

15 gire you leave. I am, Sir, | 

* * Your moſt humble admirer, 

ax I deſign to viſit the next Maſquerade myſelf, in the 

hs ſame habit I wore at Grind Cairo: and till then thall ſuſ- 

I EEpend my judgment of this midnight entertainment, C 

ciſe TINLEY . | 

18 4 — —— | | — — 

s 1 5 ; | "> ; bo | . £ 

vo RD 9 Saturday, March 10. 

er Y | 35 Fo 

— Tei, agit rabidd cum Agri: pacem 


Perpetuam, ſewvis inter ſe convenit u, fis. 8 

| 7 Jvv. Sat, XV; 197. 
Tiger with Tiger, Bear with Bear, you'll fiud. 
In leagues offenſive and deteniive join'd. 


| Tarr, 
alt 1 * | * | * . | . | OE 1 xo f 
on- V AN is ſaid to be a ſociable animal, and, as an 
oat £28 inſtance of it, we may obſerve, that we take 


1 "= all occaſions and pretences of lorming ourſelves into, 
ie thoſe little nocturnal aſſemblies, which are commonly 
cen by the name of Clubs, When a fer of men 


find themſelves agree in any particular, tho'-never:{6 ri. | 


vial,” they eſtablith themſelves into a kind of fratermty, 


and meet once or twice a week, upon the account of ſuch 


a fanraitic reſemblance. I know a conſiderable market. 
town, in which there was a elub of fat men, that did not 
come together, as you may well ſuppoſe, to entertain one 


. another with ſprightlinefs and wit, but to keep one another | 
in countenance ; the room where the club met was ſome - 
thing of the largeit, and had two entrances, . the one by ; 


door of a moderate fize, and the other by a pair of folding 


doors. If a candidate for this corpulent club could make 
his entrance through the firſt, he was look'd upon as un- 
qualified; but if he ſtuck in the; paſſage, and could not 
force his way through it, the folding-doors were imme. 
diately thrown open for his reception, and he was faluted 
as a brother, I have heard that this club, tho” it conſiſted 


but of fifteen perſons, weighed above three tun. 

In oppoſition to this ſociety, there ſprung up another 
compoſed of ſcarecrows and ſkeletons, who being very 
meagre and envious, did all they could to thwart the de- 
ſigns of their bulky brethren, whom they repreſented a 


men of dangerous principles; till at length they worked | 


them out of the favour of the people, and confequent!y 
out of the magiſtracy, Theſe factions tore the corporae 
tion in pieces tor ſeveral years, till at length they came to 
this accommodation; that the two bailiffs of the town 
ſhould be annually choſen out of the two clubs; by which 
means the principal magiſtrates are at this day coupled like 
rabbets, one fat and one lean. TP. N 
Every one has heard of the club, or rather the confe- 
deracy of the Kings. This grand alliance was formed a 
| little after the return of King Charles the Second, and ad. 
mitted into it men of all qualities and profeſſions, provided 
they agreed in the ſurname of King, which, as they ima- 
gined, ſufficiently declared the owners of it to be altoge- 
ther untainted with republican, and antimonarchical prin- 
_ ciples. | He hire Fo ; 
15 5 A Chriſtian name has likewiſe been often uſed as: 
badge of diſtinction, and made the occaſion of a club, 
That of the George's, which uſed to meet at the fign of 
he George on St. George's day, and ſwear before George, 
is ſtill freſh in erery one's memory. 15 
| | | © 4 here 
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ber are at preſunt in ſeveral parts of this city what 
they call Street · Clubs, in which the chief inhabitants ot 


the ſtrect converſe; together every night. 1 remember, 
upommy enquiring after lodgings in Ormond - ſtrect, the 


landlord, to recommend that quarter of the town; told 


me, there was at that time a very good club in it; he alſo 


told me, vpon farther diſcourſe with him, that two or 
three noiſy country: ſquires, who were ſettled there tbe 
year before, had conſiderably ſunk the price of houſe- 


rent; and that tlie club (to prevent the like inconvenien- 
cies for the future) had thoughts of taking every houſe 
that became vacant into their own hands, till they had 


pound a tenant for it, of a ſociable nature and good con- 


yerfation, 


The Hum-Drum club, of which I was formerly an un- 


worthy member, was made up of very honeſt gentlemen, 
of peaceable diſpoſitions, that uſed to fit together, ſmoke 


WJ their pipes, and ſay nothing till midnight. The Mum- 


club, as I am informed, is an inſtitution of the ſame na- 
ture, and as great an enemy to noiſe. . 


After theſe two innocent ſocieties, I cannot forbear 
mentioning a very miſchievous. one, that waz erected in 
= the reign of King Charles the Second: I mean the Club 
of Duelliſts, in which none was to be admitted that had 


not fought his man. The Preſident of it was ſaid. to 
have killed halt a dozen in fingle combat; and as for 
the other members, they took their ſeats according to the 


4 number of their flain. There was likewiſe a fide-table, 
for ſuch as had only drawn blood, and ſhewn a laudable 
ambition of taking the firſt opportunity to qualify them- 


ſelves for the firſt table, This club conſiſting only of 


men of honour, did not continue long, moſt of the mem 


bers of it being put to the ſword, or hanged, a little after 
winkituton,” oo oo Fre. 7: 


Our modern celebrated clubs are founded upon eating 
in: and drinking; which are points wherein moſt men agree, 


and 1n which the learned and illiterate, the dull and the 


| airy, the philoſopher and the buffocn, can all of them 


bear a part. The Kit-Cat itſelf is ſaid to have taken its 


original from a mutton-pye. The Beat-Steak, and Ofto- 
ber clubs, are neither of them averſe to eating and drink - 


ng, if we may form a judgment of them from their re- 
ſpective titles, RE ro wn 


When 
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for the good of others, or at leaſt to rclax themſelves frod 8 


his two; pence. 
box 


Ampri ſonment. 


VI any member tells ſtories in the club that ate 


Penny. 


+ £5 the club, ſhe ſhall ſpeak to him without the door. 
tamed out of the e club, 


44 THE SPECTATOR Ng 


When men are thus knit together, by a love of ſociety, 
not a ſpirit of faction, and don't meet to ceuſuic or annoy 
thoſe that are abſent, but to enjoy one another: ben 
they are thus combined for their own improvement, of 


the bulnels af the day, by an innocent and chearful con. 
verſation, there may be ſomething very ulebul in tack WH 
little inſtitutions and eſtabliſhments, 
I cannot forbear concluding this paper with a {cheme | 

of laws that I met with upon a all in a little alehouſe: 
how I came thither I may inform my reader at a more M 
convenient time. Theſe laws were enacted by a knot of We DEC 


8 0 - * 25 1 
2. r 30 I. wo 9 21 2 N 1 7 
4 * R . — + os 


artiians and mechanics, who uſed to mect every night; n 
and as there is ſomething in them which gives us a prety 4 22 
pieture of low lite, I fall. tranſcribe them. word 9 
word. =_ - 


RULES 70 tr offered i in the Tuo. penny Club, erecled i 4 
this place, for the jn dier naten of friendſhip and good 1 neigh 
Loui hood, 


1. Every eber at his firſt coming in ſhall lay = 5 


II. Every member ſhall fill bi pipe out of his ou 


Fe ie 
r 


III. ic: any member abſents himſelf he ſhall "WER £ 
penny for the uſe of the dub, unleſs in caſe of ſicknels cr - 


IV. It any member . or curſes, his neighbour may 1 
give him a kick upon the ſnins. - 


vot true, he ſhall forfeit tor every third lye, an halt 


VI. If any member ſtrikes another wrongfully, he (all BY 
WI club for him. : . 
II. It any member brings kis wiſe into the club, he 
ſhall oF for whatever ſhe drinks or ſmokes. 4 
If any member's-wite comes to fetch him home 


IX. It any member An another cuckold, he ſhall bs 
; Ti. Non 
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* None ſhall be admitted into the club that is of the 
ne trade with any member of it. 
YI. None of the club ſhall have his clothes or ſhoes 


* nade or mended, but by a brother- member. 

don. XII. No Nong Juror thal be capable af being a a mem- 

ene! The ality of this little club is rü by ſuch. 
MI wholſome laws and penalties, that J queſtion not but my 

(ore reader will be as well mma with them, as he would have 

x been with the Leges Convivales of Ben Jonſon, the re- 
: gulations of an old Roman club cited by Lipſius, or the 


n 


— 
PPP ts A 
. 2 Eng 8 JH, 3 


- ready three thouſan 


rules of a Sympoſium in an ancient Greek author, 8 


N. 8 Monday, March 4s: 


Non aliter yu ui aue fo Vi famine lembium 
; Remig i ts fuvigit: 5 brachia forte Fen At, 4 
A.. que illum in preeceps prone rapit * amn. 
| | Vin, Georg. I. ver. 201. 


So the boat's brawny crew the current tem, 
And, flow. advancing, ſtruggle with the ſtream : 
But if they ſlack their hands, or ceaſe to ſtrive, 
T hen e the flood with headlong haſte they drive. 


Du vpEx. 


1 ＋ 1 is with much nn on chat 4 this oreat city 
J inquiring day by d day after theſe my papers, and re- 
ceiving my morning lectutes with a becoming ſeriouſneſs 
and attention, My publiſher tells me, that there are al- 

4 of them diſtributed every day; fo 
that if I allow twenty readers to every paper, which I 
look upon as a modeſt eompuration, I may reckon about 
thiceſcore- thouſand diſciples in London and Weſtmin— 


ſter, who I hope will take care to diſtinguiſh themſelves 


from the thoughtleſs herd of their ignorant and unatten- 
tive brethren. Since I have raiſed to myſelf ſo great an 
audience, I ſhall ſpare no pains to make their inſtruction 

5 agreeable, 
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agrreable, and their diverfion uſeful. For which rez. 

ſons I ſhall endeavour to enliven morality with wit, 
and to temper wit with morality, that my readers may, 
if poſſible, both ways find their account in the ſpecula- 
tion of the day. And to the end that their virtue and 
diſcretion may not be {hort tranſient intermitting ſtarts Ml 
of thought, I have reſolved to refreſh their memories 
from day to day, till I have recovered them out of that 

_ deſperate ſtate of vice and folly into which the age is 
tallen. The mind that lies fallow but a fingle day, 
ſprouts up in follies that are only to be killed by a con- 

ant and aſſiduous culture. It was ſaid of Socrates, that 
he brought philoſophy down from heaven, to inhabit 

among men; and I ſhall be ambitious to have it ſaid 
of me, that I have brought philoſophy out of cloſets and 
libraries, ſchools and colleges, to dwell in clubs and aſ- 
ſemblies, at tea-tables and in coffee-houſes. | 
I would therefore in a very particular manner recom- 
mend theſe my ſpeculations ro all well-regulated fami- 
lies, that fet apart an hour in every morning for tea and 
| bread and butter; and would earneſtly adviſe them for 
their good to order this paper to be punctually ſerved 
up, and to be looked upon as a part of the tea- equi - 
age | 1 N 
F Sir Francts Bacon obſerves, that a well-written book, 
eompared with its rivals and antagoniſts, is like Moſes's 
ſerpent, that immediately ſwallowed up and devoured 
thoſe of the ÆEgyptians. I ſhall not be ſo vain as to think, 
_ that where the Hectator appears, the other public prints 
will vaniſh; but ſhall leave it to my readers conſidera- 
tion, whether it is not much better to be let into the 
knowledge of one's ſelf, than to hear what paſſes in 

Muſcovy or Poland; and to amuſe ourſelves with ſuch 

_ writings as tend to the wearing out of-ignorance, paſſion, 
and prejudice, than ſuch as naturally conduce to inflame 

Hatreds, and make enmities irreconcilable? 

In the next place I would recommend this paper to 
the daily peruſal of thoſe Gentlemen whom I cannot but 
confider as my good brothers and allies, I mean the tra- 
ternity of ſpectators, who live in the world without hav- 

ing any thing to do in it; and either by the affluence 

of their fartunes, or lazineſs of their diſpoſitions, have 


ITC: . 5 no 


> other buñtneſs with the reit of mankind, but to look 


WI contemplative Tradeſmen, titular Phyſicians, Fellows 
We the Royal Society, Templars that are not given to be 
atentious, and Stateſmen that are out of buſineſs; in 
Wort, every one that conſiders the world as a theatre, 


There is another ſet of men that I mult likewiſe lay a 


neſs, and , converſation of the day has ſupplied them. 
have often conſidered theſe poor ſouls with an eye of 
eat commiſeration, when I have heard them aſking 
e firlt man they have met with, whether there was 


aterials for thinking. Theſe needy perſons do not 
Snow what to talk of, *till about twelve o'clock in the 
orning; for by that time they are pretty good judges 
the weather, know which way the wind fits, and 
erey of the firſt man they meet, and are grave or 
pertinent all the day long, according to the notions 
hich they have imbibed in the morning, I would ear- 


eſtly intreat them not to ſtir out of their chambers till 
hey have read this paper, and do promiſe thein that 


tion for the enſuing twelve hours. 


here has not been ſufficient pains taken in finding out 


hey are women, than as they are reaſonable creatures; 
[be toilet is their great ſcene of buſineſs, and the right 


ves, The ſorting of a ſuit of ribbons is reckoned a 
ery good morning's work; and it they make an ex- 
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an them. Under this claſs of men are comprehended 


d deſixes to form a right judgment of thoſe who are 


4 aim to, whom I have lately called the Blanks of fociety, 
being altogether unfurniſhed with ideas, till the bu- 


Wy news ſtirring? and by that means gathering together 


hether the Dutch mail be come in. As they lie at the 


will daily inſtil into them ſuch ſound and wholſome 
ntiments, as ſhall have a good effect on their conver» 


But there are none to whom this paper will be more 
ſetul than to the female world. I have often thought 


roper employments and diverſions. tor the fair ones, 
heir amuſements ſeem contrived for them, rather as 


nd are more adapted to the ſex than to the ſpecies. | 
chuſting of their hair the principal employment of their 
tion to a mercer's or a toy-:hop, ſo great a fatigue 


dakes. them unfit for any thing clic all the day after. 
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Their more ſerious occupations are ſewing and em. 
broidery, and their greateſt drudgery the preparation « 
xlhes and ſweet-meats. This, I fay, is the ſtate «| 
ordinary women; though I know there are multitude; 
of thoſe of a more elevated life and converfation, tha 
move in an exalted ſphere of knowledge and virtue, 
chut join all the beauties of the mind to the ornament; 
of dreſs, and inſpire a kind of awe and reſpect, as wel 
as love, into their male-beholders. I hope to increas 
the number of theſe by publiſhing this daily paper, 
which I ſhall always endeavour to make an innocent it 
not an improving entertainment, and by that means a 
leaſt divert the minds of my female readers from greater 
trifles, At the ſame time, as I would fain give fone 
finiſhing touches to thoſe which are already the mo! 
beautitul pieces in human natnre, I ſhall endeavour t 
point out all thoſe imperfections that are the blemiſhes, 
as well as thoſe virtues which are the embelliſhments 
of the fex. In the mean while T hope theſe my gentle 
readers, who have ſo much time on their hands, wil 
not grudge throwing away a quarter of an hour in: 
day on this paper, ſince they may do it without any 
hindrance to buſineſs. e 1. | 

I know ſereral of my friends and well-wiſhers are in 
great pain for me, leſt I ſhould not be able to keep up the 
{pirit of a paper which I oblige myfelt to furniſh every 


clay; but to make them eaſy in this particular, I wil 


- promiſe them faithfully to give it over as ſoon as I groy 
dull. This I know will be matter of great raillery to the 
fnall wits; who will frequently put me in mind of my 
promiſe, deſire me to keep my word, afſure me that 1! 
is high time to give over, with many other little ple. 
ſantries of the like nature, which men of a little ſmart 
genius cannot forbear throwing out againſt their bei 
triends, when they hare ſuch a handle given them of 
Leing witty, But Jet them remember that I do hereby 


center my caveat againſt this piece of raillery, 0 
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No 11 Tueſday, March 13. 


Dat veniam corvis, vexat cenſura columbas. 


The doves are cenſur'd, while the crows are ſpared, 


ARIETTA is viſited by all perſons of both ſexes, 
who have any pretence to wit and gallantry, She 


is in that time of lite which is neither affected with the 
follies of youth, or infirmities of age; and her conver- 
ſation is fo mixed with gaiety and prudence, that ſhe 


is agreeable both to the young and old. Her behavi- 
our is very frank, without being in the leaſt blamcable; 
and as ſhe is out of the track of any amorous or ambi- 


tious purſuits of her own, her vifitants entertain her 


with accounts of themſelves very freely, whether they 


concern their paſſions or their intereſts. I made her a 


viſit this afternoon, having been formerly introduced to 


the honour of her acquaintance, by my friend Mill Zoncy- 
comb, who has prevail'd upon her to admit me ſonic ; 


times into her aſſembly, as a civil inoffenſive man. I 


found her accompanied with one perſon only, a com- 


mon- place talker, who, upon my entrance, aroſe, and 


after a very ſlight civility ſat down again; then turning 


to Arietta, purſued his diſcourſe, which I found was 
upon the old topic of conſtancy in love, IIe went on 


with great facility in repeating what he talks every dix 


of his life; and with the ornaments of inſignificant 
laughs and geſtures, enforced his arguments by quotations 
out of plays and ſonge, which allude to the perjurics 
of the fair, and the general levity of women, Me- 
thought he ſtrove to ſhine more than ordinary in his 
talkative way, that he might inſult my fileace, and dif- 


tinguiſh himſelf before a woman of Arietta's taſte and 


underſtanding, She had often an inclination to inter— 
rupt him, but could find no opportunity, till the larum 


ceaſed of itſelf; which it did not till he had re- 
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peated and murdered the celebrated ſtory of the Ephe- 


nian matron. 0 | Re SE 
Arietta ſeemed to regard this piece of raillery as an 
outrage done to her ſex; as indeed J have always ob- 
ſerved that women, whether out of a nicer regard to their 
honour, or what other reaſon I cannot tell, are more ſen- 
ſibly touched with thoſe general aſperſions which ate ca” 
upon their ſex, than men are by what is ſaid of theirs, 
When ſhe had a little recovered herſelf from the ſeri- 
ous anger ſhe was in, ſhe replied in the following man- 
ner. | 
Sir, When I confider how perfectly new all you have 
ſaid on this ſubject is, and that the ſtory you have given 
us is not quite two thonſand years old, I cannot but 
think it a piece of preſumption to diſpute with you; 
but your quotations de mind of the fable of the 
a he 


Lion and the Man. an walking with that noble 
animal, ſhewed him, in the oſtentation of human ſupe— 
rlority, a ſign of a man killing a lion. Upon which 
the lion ſaid very juſtly, © We lions are none of us 
„ punters, elſe we could ſhew a hundred men killed by 
lions, for one lion killed by a man.“ You men are 
writers, and can 1epreſent us women as unbecoming as 
you pleaſe in your works, while we are unable to re- 
turn the injury. You have twice or thrice obſerved in 
your diſcourſe, that hypocriſy is the very toundation of 
our education; and that an ability to diſſemble our at- 
fections is a profeſſed part of our breeding. Theſe, and 
ſuch other reflections, are ſprinkled up and down the 
writings of all ages, by authors, who leave behind them 
memorials of their reſentment againſt the ſcorns of 
particular women, in invectives againſt the whole ſex, 
Such a writer, 1 doubt not, was the celebrated Petronius, 
who invented the pleaſant aggravations of the frailty 
of the Epheſian Lady; but when we conſider this queſ- 
tion between the ſexes, which has been either a point 
of diſpite or raillery ever ſince there were men and 
women, let us take facts from plain people, and from 
ſuch as have not either ambition or capacity to em- 
beiliſh their narrations with any beauties of imaginas 
tion. I was the other day amuling my ſelf with Ligon's 
„„ Fe? account 
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account of Barbadoes; and in anſwer to your well 
wrought tale, I will give you (as it dwells upon my me- 
mory) out of that honeſt traveller, in his fitiy-fitth 
page, the hiſtory of Inkle and Varico. ER 

Mr. Thomas Inkle, of London, aged twenty years, 
embarked in the Downs on the good ſhip called the 


Achilles, bound for the Weſt-Indies, on the 16th of 


June, 1647, in order to improve his fortune by trade 
and merchandiſe. Our adventurer was the third ſon of 
an eminent citizen, who had taken particular care to in- 
Til into his mind an early love of gain, by making 


him a perfect maſter of numbers, and conſequently 


giving him a quick view of loſs and advantage, and 
preventing the natural impulſes of his paſſions, by pre- 


_ poſſeſſion towards his intereſts. With a mind thus 


turned, young Inkle had a perſon every way agreea- 
ble, a ruddy vigour in his countenanee, ſtrength in his 


limbs, with ringlets of fair hair looſely flowing on his 


ſhoulders. It happened, in the courſe of the voyage, that : 
the Achilles, in ſome diſtreſs, put into a creek on the 
main of America, in ſearch of proviſions, The youth, 


who is the hero of my ſtory, among others went aſhore 


on this occaſion. From their firit landing they were 
obſerved by a party of Indians, who hid themſelves in 
the woods for that purpoſe. The Engliſh unadriſedly 

marched a great diſtance from the ſhore into the 
country, and were intercepted by the natives, who 
ſlew the greateſt number of them. Our adventurer 

eſcaped among others, by mine into a foreſt. Upon 
his coming into a remote and pathleſs part of the wood, 
he threw himſelf, tired, and breathleſs, on a little hil- 

lock, when an Indian maid ruſhed from a thicket be- 
hind him. After the firit ſurprize, they appeared mu- 


tually agreeable to each other. It the European was 
highly charmed with the limbs, features, and wild graces 


of the naked American; the American was no leſs 
taken with the dreſs, complexion, and ſhape of an Furo- 
pean, covered from head to foot, The Indian grew im- 


mediately enamoured of him, and conſequently ſolici- 


tous for his preſervation, She therefore conveyed him to 
a cave, where ſhe gave him a delicious repaſt of fruits, 
and led him to a ftream to flake his thirſt. In the midſt 
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ot theſe good offices, ſhe would ſometimes play with 
his har, and delight in the oppotition of 1ts colour 
to that of her fingers; then open his boſom, then 
laugh at him for covering it. She was, it ſeems, a 


perlon of diſtinction, for the every day came to him 
in a different dreſs, of the moſt beautiful ſhells, buglcs, 
She likewiſe brought him a great many 


and bredes. 
Jpoils, which her other lovers had preſented to her, 
ſo that his cave was richly adorned with all the ſpot- 
ted ſkins of beaſts, and moſt arty-coloured feathers 
ot fowls, which that world afforded. 'To make his con- 


finement more tolerable, ſhe would carry him in the duſk 


of the evening, or by the favour of the moon-light, to 
untrequented groves and folitudes, and ſhew him i where 
to lie down in ſ. afety, and fleep amidit the falls of wa- 
ters, and melody of nightingales. Her part was to 
watch and bold him awake in her arms, for fear of 
her countrymen, and awake him on occaſions to con- 
ſult his fatety. In this manner did the lovers paſs away 
their time, till they had learned a language of their own, 
in which the voyager communicated to his miſtreſs, 
how happy he ſhould be to have her in his own coun- 
try,. where ſhe ſhould be clothed in ſuch filks as 
bis waiſtcoat was made of, and be carried in houſes 
drawn by horſes, without being expoſed to wind and wea- 
ther. All this he promiſed her the enjoyment of, with- 
out ſuch fears and alarms as they were tormented with, 
In this tender correſpondence theſe lovers lived for ſe- 
veral months, 
diſcovered a veſlel on the coait, to which ſhe made ſignals ; 
and in the nicht, with the utmoſt joy and ſatisfaction, 


accompant ie him to a ſhip's crew of his countrymen, 


bound for Barbadoes. When a veſiel from the main ar- 
Tires in that iſland, it ſeems the planters come down 
to the ſhore, where there is an immediate market of the 
Indi uns and other ſlaves, as with us of horics and Oxen. 

To be ſhort, Mr. Thomas Inkle, now coming into 
FE ngliſh territories, began ſeriouſly to reflect upon his 105 
of time, aud to weigh with himſelf how many days in- 
tereſt of his money he had loft during his ſtay with Ya- 
rico. This thought mace the young man very penfive, 
aud careful wha it account he ſhould be able to give hi; 
” friends 


.- 


when Yarico, inſtructed by her lover, 


is Wedneſday, March 14. 
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friends of his voyage. Upon which conſideration, the 


prudent and frugal young man fold Yarico to a Bar- 
badian merchant 3 notwithitanding the poor girl, to com- 
miſerate her condition, told him that ſhe was with child 
by him; but he only made uſe of that information, to 
riſe in his demands upon the purchaſer, _ 1 
I was to touch'd with this ftory (which I think ſhould 
be always a counterpart to the Epheſian matron) that 
J left the room with tears in my eyes; which a woman 
of Arietta's good ſenſe did, I am ſure, take for grewer 
applauſe, than any compliments I could make her, R. 


- 


; Si Veleres avias tibi de pulmone revel, N 
5 . PERSs. Sat. v. 92. 


1 root th old woman from my trembling heart, 


AT my coming to London, it was ſome time before 
I could ſettle myſelf in a houſe to my liking, 1 
was forced to quit my firſt lodgings, by reaſon of an 
officious landlady, that would be aſking me every morn- 
ww how I had ſlept. I then fell into an honeſt family, 
and lived very happily for above a Weck; when my 
landlord, who was a jolly good-natured man, took it 

into his head that I wanted company, and therefore 
would frequently come into my chamber to keep me 
from being alone. This I bore for two or three days; 
but telling me one day that he was afraid I was me- 
lancholy, I thought it was high time for me to be gone, 
and accordingly took new lodgings that very night. 
About a week after, I found my jolly landlord, who, as 
I ſaid before, was an honeſt hearty man, had put me 
into an advertiſement of the Daily Courant, in the fol- 
lowing words: Whereaz a melancholy man left his lodg- 
% ings ol Thurſday laſt in the afternoon, and was after- 
N F Co LS wh 


thing that J hear or ſee. 
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« wards ſeen going towards Iflington; if any one can 
„ give notice of him to R. B. fiſhmonger in the Strand, 
de he ſhall be very well rewarded for his pains,” As I 
am the beſt man in the world to keep my own counſel, 
and my landlord the fiſhmonger not knowing my name, 
this accident of my life was never diſcovered to this very 
day. | * 


I am now ſettled with a widow- woman, who has a 


great many children, and complies with my humour in 
every thing. I do not remember that we have cx- 
changed a word together theſe five years; my coffee 
comes into my chamber every morning without aſking 


for it; it I want fire, I point to my chimney, if water 


to my baſon; upon which my landlady nods, as much 


as to ſay ſhe takes my meaning, and immediately 


obeys my fignals. She has likewiſe modeled her family 


ſo well, that when her little boy offers to pull me by the 


coat, or prattle in my face, his eldeſt fiſter immediately 


calls him off, and bids him not diſturb the gentleman, 


At my firſt entring into the family, I was troubled with 
the civility of their rifing up to me every time I came 


into the room; but my landlady obſerving that upon 
theſe occaſions I always cried piſh, and went out again, has 


forbidden any ſuch ceremony to be uſed in the houſe; 
ſo that at preſent I walk into the kitchen or parlour 
without being taken notice of, or giving any interruption 
to the buſineſs or diſcourſe of the family. The maid 
weill aſk her miſtreſs (tho' I am by) whether the gen- 
tleman is ready to go to dinner, as the miſtreſs (who is 


indeed an excellent houſewife) ſcolds at the ſervants as 


heartily before my face as behind my back. In ſhort, 
1 move up and down the houſe, and enter into all 
companies with the fame liberty as a cat, or any other 
domeltic animal, and am as little ſuſpected of telling auy 

I remember laſt winter there were ſeveral young 
girls of the neighbourhood fitting about the fire with 


my landlady's daughters, and telling ſtories of ſpirits and 
apparitions. Upon my opening the door, the young wo- 


men broke off their diſcourſe, but my landlaay's daugh- 


ters telling them that it was nobody but the gentle - 


man (for that is the name which I go by in the neigh- 
OT, „ | bourhood, 
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bourhood, as well as in the family) they went on with- 
out minding me. I ſeated myſelf by the candle that 
ſtood on a table at one end .of the room; and pre- 
tending to read a book that I took out of my pocket, 
heard ſeveral dreadful ſtories of ghoſts as pate as aſhes 
that had ſtood at the feet of a bed, or walked over a 
church-yard by moon-light ; and of others that had been 
conjured into the Red-vea, for diſturbing people's reſt, 
and drawing their curtains at midnight ; with many other 
old womens fables of the like nature, As one ſpirit 
raiſed another, I obſerved that at the end of every ſtory 

the whole company cloſed their ranks, and crouded 
about the fire, I took notice in particular of a little 
boy, who was ſo attentive to every ſtory, that I. am 
miſtaken if he ventures to go to bed by himſelf this 


twelve-month. Indeed they talked fo long, that the ima- 


ginations of the whole aflembly were manifeſtly crazed, 
and, I am ſure, will be the worſe for it as long as they 
live, I heard one of the girls, that had looked upon me 
over her ſhoulder, aſking the company how long I had 
been in the room, and whether I did not look paler than 
I uſed to do. This put me under ſome apprehenſions 
that I ſhould be forced to explain myiclf 1t I did not 


retire; for which reaſon I took the candle in my hand, 


and went up into my chamber, not without wondering 
at this unaccountable weakrels in reaſonable creatures, 
that they ſhould love to aſtoniſh and terrify one another. 
Were 1 a father, I ſhould take a particular care to pre- 


| ſerve my children from theſe little horrors of imagina- 


tion, which they are apt to contract when they are young, 
and are not able to ſhake off when they are in 
jears, I have known a ſoldier that has entered a breach, 
atfrigbted at his own ſhadow, and look pale upon a 
little ſcratching at his door, who the day before had 


marched up againſt a battery of cannon. There are 


inſtances of perſons, who have been terrified even to 
diſtraction, at the figure of a tree, or the ſhaking of a 
bullruſh. The truth of it is, I look upon a ſound ima- 
gination as the greateſt bleſſing of life, next to a clear 
judgment and a good conſcience. In the mean time, 
fince there are very few whoſe minds are not more or 
leſs ſubject to theſe dreadtul thoughts and apprehen- 
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ſione, we ought to arm ourſelves againft them by the 
dictates of reaſon and religion, © to pull the old wo- 


« man out of our hearts” (as Perſius expreſſes it in 


the motto of my paper) and extinguiſh thoſe imper- 
tinent notions which we imbibed at a time that we 
were not able to judge of their abſurdity. Or if we 
believe, as many wife and good men have done, that 
there are ſuch phan'oms and apparitions as thoſe I have 
teen ſpeaking of, let us endeavour to eſtabliſn to our- 
ſelves an intereſt in Him who holds the reins of the whole 
creation in his hand, and moderates them after ſuch a 
manrer, that it is impoſſible for one ben to break looſc 
upon another without his knowledge and pes miſſion. 

For my own part, ] am apt to join in opinion with thoſe 
bo believe that all the regions of nature ſwarm with 
1pirits; and that we have multitudes of ſpectators on 
al our actions when we think ourſelves moſt alone; 
ba, inſtead of terr:fying mi ſelf with ſuch a notion, 
Jam wonderfully pleaſed to think that I am always en- 
caged with ſuch an innumerable fociety, in ſearching 
out the wonders of the creation, and joining in the ſame 
conſort of praiſe and adoration. 3 
Milton has finely deſcribed this mixed communion of 
men and ſpirits in paradiſe; and had doubtleſs his eye 
vpon a verſe in old Heſiod, which is almoſt word for word 
the ſame with his third line in the following paſſage. 


| —— Nor think, though men were none, 

That Heav'n would want ſpectators, God want praiſe ; 
Millions of ſpiritual creatures walk the earth 
Uuicen, both when we wake and when we fleep; 
All thete with ceaſeleſs praiſe his works behold _ 
Both day and night. How often from the ſtecp 
Ot echoing hill or thicket have we heard 
Celeſtial voices to the midnight air, 

Sole, or reſponſive each to other's note, 

Singing their great Creator? oft in bands 
While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk, 

Wich heav'nly touch of inſtrumental ſounds, 

In tull harmonie number join'd, their ſongs 
Divide the night and lift our thoughts to heav'n, 8 
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N* 13. Thurſday, March 15. 


Die mibi, ſt fas tu leo, gualis eris ? MART. 


Were you a lion, how would you behave ? 


1 * ERE is nothing that of late years has afforded 
matter of greater amuſement to the town than Sig- 
nior Nicolini's combat with a Lion in the Hay-Market, 
which has been very often exhibited, to the general 
ſatisfaction of moſt of the nobility and gentry in the 
kingdom of Great-Britain, Upon the firſt rumour of 
this intended combat, 1 it was confidently afhrmed, and is 
ſtill believed by many in both galleries, that there would 
be a tame Lion ſent from the Tower every opera nighr, 


in order to be killed by Hydatpes, This report, though 


altogether groundleſs, ſo univerſally prevailed in the up- 


per regions of the play- houſe, that ſome of the moſt. 


refined” politicians in thoſe parts of the audience gave 1t 
out in whiſper, that the Lion was a couſin-german of 
the Tiger who made his appearance in King William's 
days, and that the ſtage would be ſupplied with lions 


at the public expence, during the whole ſeſſion. Many | 
likewiſe were the conec ctucs of the treatment which . 
this Lion was to meet with from the hands of Signior 


Nicolini: ſome ſuppoſed that he was to ſubdue him in- 
recitativo, as Orpheus uled to ſerve the wild beaſts in his 
time, and afterwards to knock him on the head; ſore 


fancied that the Lion would not pretend to lay his 
paws upon the hero, by reaton of the received opinion, 


that a Lion will not hurt a Virgin: ſeveral, who pre- 


tended to have ſeen the opera in Italy, had informed 


their friends, that the Lion was to act a part in High- 


Dutch, and roar twice or thrice to a Thorough- Baſe, ; 
betore he fell at the feet of Hydaſpes. To clear up a 


matter that was fo vaniuully reported, I have made it my 
buſineſs to examine whether this pretended Lion is real- 
ly the ſavage he appears to be, or only a counterfeit. 
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But before I communicate my diſcoveries, I muſt ac- 
quaint the reader, that upon my walking behind the 
icenes laſt winter, as I was tlnking on ſomething elſe, 
: accidentally juſtled againſt a monſtrous auimal that ex- 

s ftariied me, and, upon my nearer ſurvey of it, 

0 be a Lion apant. The Lion, ſeeing me 
uch furprifed, told me, in a geutle voice, that 
t come by him if I pleaſed ; “ For,” ſays he, 1 
+ 10 1,» inteud to hurt any body.“ I thanked him very 
kin./ly, and paſſed by him; and in a little time after 
ſc aim leu upon the ſtage, and act his part with very 
great appiaule. It has been obſerved by ſeveral, that 
the Lion has chan:;;zd his manner of acting twice or 
thiioc fnce his firit appearance; which will not ſeem 

ſtrange, when I acquaizt my reader that the Lion has 


been changed upon the audience three ſeveral times. 
The firſt Lion was a Candle-ſn':iter, who, being a fellow 
of a teſty choleric temper, over- did his part, and would 


nat ſuffer himſelf to be killed fo eaſily as he ought to 
have dope; befides, it was obſerved of him, that he 
grew more ſurly every time he came out of the Lion; 


and having dropt ſome words in ordinary converſation, 


as if he had not fought his beſt, and that he ſuffered 
himſelf to be thrown upon his back in the ſcuffle, and 
that he would wreſtle with Mr, Nicolini for what he 
_ pleaſed, out of his Lion's ikin, it was thought proper to 
diſcard him; and it is verily believed, to this day, that 


had he been brought upon the ſtage another time, be 


would certainly hive done miſchief. Beſides it was ob- 
jected againſt the firſt Lion, that he reared himſelf fo 
high upon his hinder paws, and walked in fo erctt a 
poſture, that he looked more like an old Man than a Lion, 
The ſecond Lion was a Tailor by trade, who be- 
longed to the play-houte, and had the character of 1 
mild and peaceable man in his profeſſion. If the tor- 
mer was too furious, this was too ſheepiſh, for his 
part; inſomuch, that after a ſhort modeſt walk upon 
the ſtage, he would fall at the firſt touch of Hydaſpes 
without grappling with him, and giving him an op- 
portunity of ſhewing his variety of Italian trips: it! 
aid indeed, that he once gave him a rip in his fleſh 
coloured doublet; but this was ory to 9 
| ps ee,  himſei 
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himſelf, in his private character of a Tailor. I muſt not 
omit that it was this ſecond Lion who treated me with 
ſo much humanity behind the ſcenes. _ | 

The acting Lion at preſent is, as I am informed; a 
Country-Gentleman, who does it for his diverſion, but 
deſires his name may be concealed, He ſays very 
handſomely, in his own excufe, that he does not act for 
gain, that he indulges an innocent pleaſure in it; and 
that it is better to paſs away an evening in this man- 
ner, than in gaming and drinking ; but at the ſame 
time ſays, with a very agreeable raillery upon himſelf, 
that if his name ſhould be known, the ill-natured world 
might call him, The Aſs in the Lion's ſkin, This 
Gentleman's temper is made of ſuch a happy mixture 
of the mild and the choleric, that he outdoes both his 
predeceſſors, and has drawn together gicater audiences 
than have been known in the memory of man. 
1 muſt not conclude my narrative, without taking no- 
tice of a groundleſs report that has been raiſed, to a 
Gentleman's diſadvantage, of whom I muſt declare my- 
ſelf an admirer: namely, that Signior Nicolini and the 
Lion have been ſeen fitting peaceably by one another, 
and ſmoking a pipe together behind the ſcenes ; by 
which their common enemies would inſinuate, that it 
1s but a ſham combat which they repreſent upon the 
ſtage ; but upon inquiry I find, that if any ſuch cor- 
reſpondence has paſſed between them, it was not till 
the combat was over, when the Lion was to be looked 
vpon as dead, according to the received rules of the 
Drama. Beſides, this is what is practiſed every day in 
Weſtminſter-Hall, where nothing is more uſual than to 
ſee a couple of Lawyers, who have been tcuring each 
other to pieces in the court, embracing one another as 
ſoon as they are out of it. PET TRE os 

I would not be thought, in any part of this relation? to 
reflect upon Signior Nicolini, who in acting this part only 
complies with the wretched taite of his audience; be 
knows very well, that the Lion has many more admirers 
than himſelf; as they ſay of the famous Equeſtrian ſta- 
tue on the Pont-Neut at Paris, that more people go to fee 
the horſe, than the Bing who fits upon it. On the 
contrary, it gives me a juſt indignation to ſce a perſon 
| DO „ Whose 
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whoſe ation gives new majeſty to kings, reſolution to 
heroes, and ſoftneſs to lovers, thus ſinking from the 
greatneſs of h's behaviour, and degraded into the cha- 


Tracer of the London Prentice. I have often wiſhed, 


that our tragedians would copy after this great maſter in 
action. Could they make the ſame uſe of their arms and 
legs, and inform their faces with as ſignificant looks and 


_ pallions, how glorious would an Engliſh tragedy appear 


with that action, which is capable of giving a dignity 


to the forced thoughts, cold conceits, and unnatural ex- 


preſſions of an Italian opera. In the mean time, I have 
related this combat of the Lion, to ſhew what are at pre- 
ſent the reigaing entertainments of the politer part of 
Great-Britain, 

Audicuces have often been reproached by writers for 
the coarſeneſs ot their taſte; but our preſent grievance 
does not ſeem to be the want of a good taſte, but of com- 

monſenſe. 5 * 


Wo 14 Friday, March 16. 


—=Teque Dis, inf La, ern non 2 rig. 


Ovio, Met, l. 4. ver. 890 
Wre:ch that thou art! put off this monſtrous ſhape. : 


WAS reflecting this morning upon the ſpirit and 

humour of the public diverſions five. and- -twenty years 
ar:0, and thoſe of the prefent time; and lamented to my- 
fe! F, thit, though in thoſe days they neglected their mo- 
rality, they kept up their good ſenſe; but that the Beau 
Monde, at preſent, is only g groun more childiſh, not 
more innocent, than the former. While l was in this 
train of thought, an odd fellow, whoſe face I have often 
ſeen at che play- -houſe, gave me the following letter with 
theſe words, “ Sir, the Lion preſents his humble ſervice 
to you, and deſired me to give this into your own 
oh bands. 
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From my Den in the Hay-Market, March 15. 
* SIR, - 
I HAVE read all your papers, and have flifled my 


1 reſentment againſt your reflections upon operas, 
till that of this day, wherein you plainly inſinuate, that 
« Signior Grimaldi and myſelf have a correſpondence 
© more friendly than is conſiſtent with the valur of his 

* character, or the hierceneſs of mine, I defire you would 

for your on fake torbear ſuch intimations for the tu- 

© ture; and muſt fay it is a great piece of ill- nature in 
you, to ſhew ſo great an eſteem for a foreigner, and 
© to diſcourage a Lion that is your own countryman. 

I take notice ot your fable of the Lion and Man, but 
am ſo equally concerned in that matter, that I ſhall not 
be offended to whichſoever of the animals the ſuperiority. 
is given. You have miſrepreſented me, in ſaying that 
I am a country-gentleman, who act only for my di- 
verſion; whereas, had I {till the ſame woods to range 
in which I once had when I was a tox-hunter, I ſhould 
not reſign my manhood tor a maintenance; and affure 
you, as low as my circumſtances are at preſent, I am 

* fo much a man of honour, that I would ſcorn to be any 

+ beaſt for bread but a Lion. e 


« CY - Ld CY A * 


« 


* Yours, &c,” 


I had no ſooner ended this, than one of my landlady's 
children brought me in teveral others, with ſome of which 
I ſhall make up my preſent paper, they all having a ten- 
dency to the ſame ſubject, viz. the elegance of our pre- 
tent diverſions. | DF %%% 


«SER, Covent-Garden, March 1 3. 
1 HAVE been for twenty years Under-Sexton of 
* 4 this pariſh of St. Paul's Covent-Garden, and have 
not miſſed: tolling in to prayers fix times in all thoſe _ 
years; which office I have performed to my great fa- 
* tisfaction, till this fortnight laſt pait, during which time 
] find my congregation take the warning of my bell, 

47 morning 


62 


G@ a R K RK XE a a K a wn» 


„ K 


The following e 
the Maſquerade. 


T HAVE obſerved the rules of my maſque ſo care- 
fully (in not inquiring into perſons), that F cannot 
tell whether you were one of the company or not laſ 
Tueſday; but if you were not, and ſtill deſign to come, 
J deſire you would, for your own entertainment, pleaſe 
to admoniſh rhe town, that all perſons indifferenthy 
ate not fit for this ſort of diverſion. I could wiſh, 
Sir, you could make them, underſtand, that it is a kind 
of acting to go in Maſquerade, and a man ſhould be 
wle to ſay or do things proper for the dreſs, in which 
We have now and then rakes in the ha- 
bit of Roman ſenators, and grave politicians in the 
The misfortune of the thing is, that 
people dreſs themielves in what they have a mind to 
be, and not what they are fit for. There is not a girl in 
the town, but let her have her will in going to a m 


. 


* 
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morning and evening, to go to a puppet-ſhow ſet forth 
by one Powell under the Piazzas, 
have not only loſt my two - uſtomers, whom I uſed to 
place for ſix-pence a- piece over-againſt Mrs. Rachel 
Eye-bright, but Mrs. Rachel herſelf is gone thither 
alſo. There now appear among us none but a fe 
ordinary people, who come to church only to ſay their 
prayers, fo that I have no work worth ſpeaking of but 
I have placed my ſon at the Piazzas, to 
acquaint the ladies thu! the bell rings for church, and 
that it ſtands on the ohe Lie of the Garden; 
only laugh at the child, 
I defire you woc 
I may not be made 
Punchinello may 
are now, Mr. P 
have a very thin 
will very mucho 


y this means, [ 


on Sundays, 


Fctcore all the world, that 
or the future, and that 


congregation, While we 
ah if you can remedy, you 


© Yours, &. 


piſtle I find is from the undertaker of 
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and ſhe ſhall dreſs as a ſhepherdeſs. But let me beg of 


them to read the Arcadia, or ſome other good romance, 
| before they appear in any ſuch character at my houſe. 
The laſt day we preſented, every body was fo raſhly 
| habited, that when they came to ſpeak to each other, 
da nymph with a crook had not a word to ſay but in the 
{ pert ſtile of the pit bawdry; and a man iu the habit 
' of a philoſopher was ſpeechleſs, till an occaſion offered 
Hof expreſling himſelf in the refuſe of the tyring-rooms, 
© We had a judge that danced a minuet with a quaker 
for his partner, while half a dozen harlequins ſtood by 
as ſpectators ; a Turk drank me off two bottles of wine, 
and a Jew eat me up half a ham of bacon, If I can 
bring my deſign to bear, and make the maſquers pre- 
{ ſerve their characters in my aſſemblies, I hope you will 
allow there is a foundation laid for more elegant and 
improving gallantries than any the town at preſent af- 
* fords; and conſequently, that you will give your ap- 
* probation to the endeavours of, ne | 
e 


* 


© Your moſt obedient humble ſervant.“ 


I am very glad the following epiſtle obliges me to men- 
tion Mr. Powell a ſecond time in the fame paper; for in- 
deed there cannot be too great encouragement given to 


his ſkill in motions, provided he is under proper re- 


ſtrictions. 

i 
0 6 aka Opera at the Hay-Market, and that under 
: the little Piazza in Covent-Garden, being at pre- 
* ſent the two leading diverſions of the town, and Mr. 


© Powell proteſſing in his advertiſements to ſet up Whit- 
* tington and his Cat againſt Rinaldo and Armida, my 


curloſity led me the beginning of laſt week to view both 


* theſe performances, and make my oblervations upon 
"hem. : 3% el Mg. os 

© Firſt therefore, I cannot but obſerve that Mr. Powell 

t wiſely forbearing to give his company a bill of fare 

© beforehand, every ſcene is new and unexpected; 

* whereas it is certain, that the Undertakers 75 the 
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' ſame time, of introducing animals on their ſeveril 


ra of Suſanna, or Innocence betrayed, which will be 
exhibited next week. with a pair of new Eiders, 


feſs, by Punch's national reflections on the French, 


Hay-Market, having raiſed too great an expectation 
in their printed opera, very much diſappoint the au. 
dience on the ſtage, | 5555 = 
The King of ſeruſalem is obliged to come from the 
city on foot, inſtead of being drawn in a triumphan 


chariot by white horſes, as my opera-book had pro. 
miſed me; and thus while I expected Armida's dr ö 
gons ſhould ruſh forward towards Argantes, I found © 
the hero was obliged to go to Armida, and hand her i * 
out of her coach. We had alſo but a very ſhort al. J 
lowance of thunder and lightning; though I cannot 4 
in this place omit doing juſtice to the boy who hdd \, 
the direction of the two painted dragons, and made AJ i 
them ſpit fire and ſmoke; he flaſhed out his roſin in N 
ſuch juſt proportions and in ſuch due time, that! . . 
could not forbear conceiving hopes of his being one BS |, 
day a molt excellent plazer, I faw indeed but two BG I 


things wanting to render his whole action complete, [ 
mean the keeping his head a little lower, and hiding 
his candle. „„ FE 25 
I obſerve that Mr. Powell and the Undertakers had 
both the ſame thought, and I think much about tue 


ſtages, though indeed with very different ſucceſs. The 
Sparrows and Chaffinches at the Hay-Market fly a 
yet very irregularly over the ſtage; and inſtcad of 
perching on the trees and performing their parts, theie 
young actors either get into the galleries, or put out 
the candles; whereas Mr. Powell has ſo well diſc: 
plined his Pig, that in the firſt ſcene he and Punch 
dance 4 minuet together. I am informed however, 
that Mr. Powell relolves to excel/ his adverſaries in 
their own M ay; and introduce Larks in his next Ope- 


The moral of Mr, Powell's drama is violated, I con- 


and King Harry's laying his leg upon the Queen's 
lap in too ludicrous a manner before ſo great an al- 
ſembly. JJ 8 

As to the mechanitm and ſcenery, every thing in- 
deed was uniform and of a piece, and the ſcenes were 
| : | „„ 0 wiatagcd 
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managed very dexteroufly; which calls on me to take 
notice, that at the Hay-Market the Undertakers for- 
getting to change their ſide- ſoenes, we were preſented 
with a proſpect of the ocean in the midſt of a delighit- 
ful grove; and though the gentlemen on the itage 
had very much contributed to the beauty of the grove, 
by walking up and down between the trees, I muſt 
own I vas not a little aſtoniſhed to ſee a well-dreſſed 


er e young fellow, in a full-bottomed wig, appear in the 

al t midit of the ſea, and without any vifible concern tak- 

0 i ing ſnuff. | | | 

ad | « I ſhall only obferve one thing farther, in which 

| . p * 

ic it both dramas agree; which is, that by the ſqueak of 

in t their voices the heroes of each are eunuchs; and as 

I TG: the wit in both pieces is equal, I muſt prefer the per- 

ne BP tormance of Mr, Powell, becauſe it is in our own 

wo BS Language. 5 „„ 
1 „ 
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= Larva lwves capiunt animes —— 5 
1 rs. Ars Am. i. gg. 
Light minds are pleas'd with trifles. 
HEN I was in France, I uſed to gaze with great 
1 aitoniſhment at the ſplendid equipages, and par- 
y- coloured habits, of that e nation. I was one 
ay in particular contemplating a lady, that fat iu a 
ZFoach adorned with gilded Cupids, and finely painted 
ith the loves of Venus and Adonis. The coach was 
raw by fix milk-white horſes, and loaden behind with 
he ſame number of powdered tootmen. Juſt before 
ie lady were a couple of beautiful pages that were 
Fock among the harnefs, and by their gay dreſſes and 
EIniing features, looked like the elder brothers of the 
ile boys that were carved and painted in every corner 
t the coach, 5% „ 5 
The lady was the unfortunate Cleanthe, who after- 
'ards gave an occaſion to a pretty melancholy _ 
. | 8 be 


© in their printed opera, very much diſappoint the au. 
£ dience on the ſtage, - 53533 = 
The King of ſeruſalem is obliged to come from the : 
city on foot, inſtead of being drawn in a triumphant 
* chariot by white horſes, as my opera-book had pro. , 
© miſed me; and thus while I expected Armida's dri. i 
* gons ſhould ruſh forward towards Argantes, I found MR, 
the hero was obliged to go to Armida, and hand her * 
© out of her coach. We had alſo but a very ſhort al. ) 
© lowance of thunder and lightning; though I cannot 3 
© in this place omit doing juſtice to the boy who had p 
the direction of the two painted dragons, and made 5 
them ſpit fire and ſmoke; he flaſhed out his roſin in t 
+ ſuch juſt proportions and 1a ſuch due time, that 1 
. 


could not forbear conceiving hopes of his being one 
day a moſt excellent plazer, I faw indeed but two Rh 
things wanting to render his whole action complete, [ 
mean the keeping his head a little lower, and hiding 
his candle. | e - 
I T oblerve that Mr, Powell and the Undertakers hal 
© both the ſame thought, and I think much about the 
« ſame time, of introducing animals on their ſeveral 
« ſtages, though indeed with very different ſucceſs. The 
* Sparrows and Chaitinches at the Hay-Market fly » 
pet very irregularly over the ſtage; and 1nſftead of 
6 
* 
6 
4 


— — —. 


OOO 


perching on the trees and performing their paris, thei 

young actors either get into the galleries, or put out 
the candles; whereas Mr. Powell has ſo well diſci- 

plined his ig, that in the firſt ſcene he and Punch 
dance a minust together. I am informed however, 
that Mr. Powell relolves to excel his adverſaries in 
their own «ay; and introduce Larks in his next Ope- 
ra of Suſanna, or Innocence betrayed, which will be 
exhibited next week. with a pair of new Elders. 
© The moral of Mr. Powell's drama is violated, I con- 

feſs, by Punch's national reflections on the French, 

and King Harry's laying his leg upon the Quecn's 
lap in too ludicrous à manner before fo great an al- 
* ſembly. 1 

As to the mechaniim and ſcenery, every thing in- 

* deed was uniform and of a piece, and the ſcenes were 
PE „ | managed 
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managed very dexteroutly ; which calls on me to take 
notice, that at the Hay-Market the Undertakers for- 
getting to change their ſide-ſcenes, we were preſented 
with a proſpect of the ocean in the midſt of a delight- 
ful grove; and though the gentlemen on the itage 
had very much contributed to the beauty of the grove, 
by walking up and down between the trees, I muſt 
g own I was not a little aſtoniſhed to ſee a well-drefled 
et w young fellow, in a full-bottomed wig, appear in the 


al. 7 midſt of the ſea, and without any viſible concern tak- 
10¹ ing {nuff . 

ad I ſhall only obſerve one thing farther, in which 
ie BS both dramas agree; which is, that by the ſqueak of 
in ES their voices the heroes of each are eunuchs ; and as 
I BR the wit in both pieces is equal, I muſt prefer the per- 


EE tormance of Mr, Powell, becauſe it is in our own 
Language. „ 
a 3 | | | 81 am, &c. | | R 
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he = 1 . SI | | | 
Parva lewes capiunt animos ———= . 3 

| of 8 Ovp. Ars Am. 1. 159. 

ele Light minds are pleas'd with triftes. mn 


THEN was in France, I uſed to gaze with great 
aſtoniſhment at the erer equipages, and par- 
- coloured habits, of that fantaſtic nation. I was one 


2 


7 
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15 ay in particular contemplating a lady, that fat in a 

2 Poach adorned with gilded Cupids, and finely painted 
e, ic the loves of Venus and Adonis. The coach was 


Prawn by fix milk-white horſes, and loaden behind with 
Fe ſame number of powdered - tootmen. Juſt before 
e lady were a couple of beautiful pages that were 


1 ock among the harnefs, and by their gay dreſſes and 
* niling features, looked like the elder brothers of the 
a - 


2 t the coach. LS ag . | | 
The lady was the unfortunate Cleanthe, who after- 
ards gave an occaſion to a pretty melancholy novel. 
9 e Z She 
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dhe had for ſeveral years received the addreſſes of a gen- 
tleman, whom after a long and intimate acquaintance 


the forſook, upon the account of this ſhining equipage, 
which had been offered to her by one of great riches 
but a crazy conſtitution, The circumſtances in Which! 
faw her, were, it ſeems, the diſguiſes only of a broken 
heart, and a kind of pageantry to cover diſtreſs ; for in 
two months after ſhe was carried to her grave with the 
ſame pomp and magnificence; being ſent thither partly 
by the loſs of one lover, and partly by the poſſeſſion of 
OS : „ | 
have often reflefted with myſelf on this unaccount- 
able humour in womankind, of being ſmitten with 
every thing that is ſhowy and ſuperficial ; and on the 


numberleſs evils that befal the ſex from this light fan- 


taſtical diſpoſition, I myſelf remember a young lady, 
that was very warmly ſolicited by a couple of importu- 
nate rivals, who, for ſeveral months together, did all they 
could to recommend themſelves by complacency of be- 


haviour, and agreeableneſs of converſation. At length, 
when the competition was doubtful, and the lady unde- 
termined in her choice, one of the young lovers very 


luckily bethought himſelf of adding a ſupernumerary lace 
to his liveries, which had fo good an effect that he mai. 


_ Tied her the very week after. 


The uſual converſation of ordinary women very much 
cheriſhes this natural weakneſs of being taken with out- 


fide and appearance, Talk of a new-married couple, 


and you immediately hear whether they keep their coach 
and ſix, or eat in plate; mention the name of an abſent 
lady, and it is ten to one but you learn ſomething of her 


gown and petticoat, A ball is a great help to diſcourk, 


and a birth-day furniſhes converſation for a twelvemonth 
after. A furbelow of precious ſtones, an hat buttoned 
with a diamond, a brocade waiſtcoat or petticoat, ale 


ſtanding topics. In ſhort, they confider only the dia- 


pery of the ſpecies, and never caſt away a thought ol 
thoſe ornaments of the mind that make perſons il. 


luſtrious in themſelves and uſeful to others. When wo: 
men are thus perpetvally dazzling one another's imag! 
nations, and filling their heads with nothing but co- 
ours, it is no wonder that they are more atrentive '0 
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the ſuperficial parts of life than the ſolid and ſubſtantial 
lefſings of it. A girl who has been trained up in this 
ind of converſation, is in danger of every embroidered 
coat that comes in her way, A pair of fringed gloves 
Imay be her ruin, In a word, lace and ribbons, filver and 
gold galloons, with the like glittering gew-gaws, are ſo 
many lures to women of weak minds or low educations, 

and when artificially diſplayed, are able to fetch down 
the moſt airy coquette from the wildeſt of her flights and 
rambles. Font * e 

True happineſs is of a retired nature, and an enemy 
to pomp and noiſe; it ariſes, in the firſt place, from the 
enjoyment of one's ſelf; and, in the next, from the friend- 
ſip and converſation of a few ſelect companions ; it loves 
ſhade and ſolitude, and naturally haunts groves and foun- 
tains, fields and meadows : in ſhort, it feels every thing it 
vrants within itſelf, and receives no addition from multi- 
tudes of witneſſes and ſpectators. On the contrary, falſe 
happineſs loves to be in a crowd, and to draw the eyes of 
the world upon her. She does not receive any ace 
from the applauſes which ſhe gives herſelf, but from the 
admiration which ſhe raiſes in others. She flouriſhes in 
courts and palaces, theatres and aſſemblies, and has no 
exiſtence but when ſhe is looked upon, 8 
Aurelia, though a woman of great quality, delights in 


auch | 

our. the privacy of a country life, and paſſes away a 885 part 
ple, of her time in her own walks and gardens. Her huſ- 
bach and, who is her boſom friend and companion in her ſoli- 
went tudes, has been in love with her ever ſince he knew her. 
© her rhey both abound with good ſenſe, conſummate virtue, 


urſe, {4d a mutual eſteem ; and are a perpetual entertainment 
onth Mo one another. Their family is under ſo regular an ceco- 
wed Moony, in its hours of devotion and repaſt, employment 
ae ud diverſion, that it looks like a little commonwealth 
dra-vithin itſelf. They often go into company, that they 
t on ray return with the greater delight to one another; and 
8 il-bmetimes live in town, not to enjoy it ſo properly as to 
0 80 weary of it, that they may renew in themſelves the 
nagi-M'*lſh of a country life. By this means they are happy 
t co - in each other, beloved by their children, adored by their 
ve to ervants, and are become the envy, or rather the delight, 
the MW! all that know them, 


How 
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How different to this is the life of Eulxia! ſhe con. 
fiders her Hüſband as her Meg de looks upon di. 
eretion and good houſewifry as little domeſtic virtue, 
unbecoming a Womat of Quallty. She tRinks lite lot 
in her own family, and fancies herſelf out of the worll 
when ſhe is not in the Ring, the Play-houfe, or the 
Prawing-room ; ſhe lives in a perpetual motion of body, 52. 
and reſtleſſneſs of thought, and is never eaſy in any oy WE 

place, when ſhe thinks there is more company in a. 
other. The miſſing of an opera the firſt night woull 
be more afflicting to her than the death of a child. She 
pities all the valuable part of her own ſex, and calls ever 
woman of a prudent, modeſt, and retired lite, a poor: 
ſpirited unpoliſhed creature, What a mortification woul 
it be to Fulvia, it ſhe knew that her ſetting herſelf ty 
view is but expoſing herſelf, and that ſhe grows conteny. 
tible by being ces. poop FILES 3 

I cannot conclude my paper, without obſerving, that 
Virgil has very finely touched upon this female paſſion 
for dreſs and ſhow, in the character of Camilla; who, 
though ſhe ſeems to have ſhaken off all the other weak 
neſſes of her ſex, is ſtill deſcribed as a woman in this par 
_ ticular. The poet tells us, that, after having made a preat 
ſlaughter of the enemy, ſhe unfortunately caſt her eye 0 
a Trojan, who wore an embroidered tunic, a beautifi 
coat of mail, with a mantle of the fineſt purple. 4 
& golden bow,” ſays he, hung upon his ſhoulder ; bi 
« garment was buckled with a golden claip, and his 
* head was covered with an helmet of the ſame ſhining 
« metal.” The Amazon immediately ſingled out thi 
well-dreſſed warrior, being ſeized with a woman's long. 
ing for the pretty trappings that he was adorned with: 
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| Famineo prade & ſpolerum ardebat anore. 
| LEO. BY 1 | b En. xi. ver. 782, 


This heedleſs purſuit after theſe, glittering trifles, the 
poet (by a nice concealed moral) repreſents ta have by 


the deſtruction of his female hero, 
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That right, What true, what fit we juſtly call, 
et this be all my care — for this is all. Pork. 


— AS 
x — 


nical upon the little Muff that is now in faſhion ; 
Wnother informs me of a pair of filver Garters buckled 


Bow Coffee-houſe in Fleet-ſtreet; a third ſends me an 
jeavy complaint againſt fringed Gloves. To be brief, 
here 1s ſcarce an ornament of either ſex which one or 


on ier of my correſpondents has not inveigh'd againſt 
0, im ſome bitterneſs, and recommended to my obſerva- 
* on. I muft therefore, once for all, inform my readers, 


hat it is not my intention to ſink the dignity of this 
ny paper with reflections upon red-heels or top knots, 


on at rather to enter into the paſſions of mankind, and 
ul Wo correct thoſe depracved ſentiments that give birth to 
Ai thoſe little extravagancies which appear in their out- 
bi ard dreſs and behaviour. Foppiſh and fantaſtic orna- 
rents are only indications of vice, not criminal in 


hemſelves. Extinguiſh vanity in the mind, and you 
naturally retrench the little ſuperfluities of garniture 


he root that nouriſhes them is deſtroyed. 
I ſhall therefore, as I have ſaid, apply my remedies to 
he firſt ſeeds and principles of an affected dreſs, with- 


tine I muſt own, that I have thoughts "of creating an 
he ochcer under me, to be entituled, The Cenſor of ſmail 
en Wares,“ and of allotting him one day in a week for the 


0 execution of ſuch his office. An operator of this na- 
tre might act under me with the fame regard as a ſurgeon 
to a phyſician; the one might be employed in heal - 

bj ing thoſe blotches and tumours which break out in 


3 | the 


Pod verum argue dreens c curo & rogo, & omnis in hoe fun, 


HAVE received a letter, deſiring me to be very ſati- 


jelow the knee, that have been lately ſeen at the Rain- 


| 
| 
1 
| 


ad equipage, The bloſſoms will fall of themſelves when 


hut deſcending to the dreſs itfelt; though at the fame 
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the body, while the other is ſweetening the blood 20 
rectifying the conſtitution. To ſpeak truly, the youy 
people X both ſexes are ſo wonderfully apt to ſhoot gy 
into long ſwords or ſweeping trains, buſhy head-drefſs 
or full-bottom'd perriwigs, with ſeveral other incun, 
brances of dreſs, that they ſtand in need of being prune 
very frequently, leſt they ſhould be oppreſſed with orm 
ments, and over-run with the luxuriance of their he. 
bits. I am much in doubt, whether I ſhould give th 

preference to a quaker that is trimmed cloſe and i. 

moſt cut to the quick, or to a beau that is loade 

with ſuch a redundance of excreſcences. I muſt there 
fore defire my correſpondents to let me know how thy 
approve my project, and whether they think the er. 
ing of ſuch a petty cenſorſhip may not turn to 
emolument of the Public; for I would not do any tha 
of this nature raſhly and without advice. 

There is another ſet of correſpondents to whom 
muſt addreſs myſelf in the ſecond place; I mean ſud 
as fill their letters with private ſcandal and black 2. 

counts of particular perſons and families. The wol 

is fo full of ill-nature, that I have lampoons ſent m 

by people who cannot ſpell, and ſatires compoſcd h 

thoſe who ſcarce know how to write. By the laſt pol 

in particular, I received a packet of ſcandal which is ud 
legible ; and have a whole bundle of letters in women apply 
hands that are full of blots and calumnies, inſomuch, MW. 

that when I ſee the name Czlia, Phillis, Paſtora, « 


the like, at the bottom of a ſerawl, I conclude a 4 
courſe that it brings me ſome account of a fallen . nat 
gin, a faithleſs wife, or an amorous widow, I mil W 

therefore inform theſe my correſpondents, that it is u in 
my deſign to be a publiſher of intrigues and cucko- my c 

doms, or to bring little infamous ſtories out of ther that 
preſent lurking-holes into broad day-light, If I attad purſ 
the vicious, I ſhall only ſet upon them in a body; a be. 
will not be provoked, by the worſt uſage I can recent any 
from others, to make an example of any particular BF or?! 
minal. In ſhort, I have ſo much of a 8 u eg 


me, that I ſhall paſs over a ſingle toe to charge whole af can 
mies. It is not Lais nor Silenus, but the Harlot and the hin 
Drunkard, whom I ſhall endeavour to expoſe ; and 1 a p 
| | We | „ conlicec 
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onſider the crime as it appears in a ſpecies, not as it is 
jreumſtanced in an individual. I think it was Caligula 
ho wiſhed the whole ciry of Rome had but one neck, 
at he might behead them at a blow. I ſhall do, out 
f humanity, what that emperor would have done in 
he cruelty of his temper, and aim every ſtroke at a col- 
tive body of offenders. At the ſame time I am very 
nfible, that nothing ſpreads a paper like private ca- 
Jumny and defamation ; but as my ſpeculations are not 
nder this neceſſity, they are not expoſed to this tempe 
Atlon. So | . 
In the next place, I muſt apply myſelf to my party 
orreſpondents, who are continually teazing me to take 
Notice of one another's proceedings. How often am 1 
aſked by both ſides, if it is poſſible for me to be an 
nconcerned ſpectator of the rogueries that are com- 
itted by the party which is oppoſite to him that 
Tites the letter. About two days ſince I was reproach- 
ed with an old Grecian law, that forbids any man to 
ſtand as a neuter or a looker-on in the diviſions of his 
ountry. However, as I am very ſenfible my paper 
would loſe its whole effect, ſhould it run into the out- 
rages of a party, I ſhall take care to keep clear of every 
thing which looks that way. If I can any way afſuage 
private inflammations, or allay public ferments, I ſhall 
apply myſelf to it with my utmoſt endeavours; but 
will never let my heart reproach me with having done 
any thing towards increaſing thoſe feuds and animoſities 
that extinguiſh religion, deface government, and make 
a nation miſerable. EE 
What I have ſaid under the three foregoing heads 
will, I am afraid, very much retrench the number of 
my correſpondents : I ſhall therefore acquaint my reader, 
that if he has ſtarted any hint which he is not able to 
purſue, if he has met with any ſurpriſing ſtory which 
he does not know how to tell, if he has diſcovered 
any epidemical vice which has eſcaped my obſervation, 
or has heard of any uncommon virtue which he would 
deſire to publiſh ; in ſhort, if be has any materials that 
can furniſh out an innocent diverſion, I ſhall promiſe 
him my beſt affiſtance in the working of them up for 
a public entertainment. „ N 
3 0 This 
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anſwer to a multitude of correſpondents ; but I hope! 


who has made me fo very humble a requeſt, that La 
not forbear complying with it. | 4 


© ſmall p_ under you. I obſerve that you have; 


© city of Weſtminſter and the dutchy of Lancaft 
with ſufficient abilities, I will endeavour to make 


© with induſtry and fidelity what I want in parts u 
genius. Jam, Et WE per Te + 


N* 17 Tueſday, March 20. 


Nil 
This payer m reader will find was intended for; 


will pardon me if I ſingle out one of them in parti 


« To the 8 ECTATOR. 

1 8 IR, g | March 15, 17 104; 
* 1 AM at preſent ſo unfortunate, as to have nothing 
« 4 do but to mind my own buſineſs; and therejy 
beg of you that you will be pleaſed to put me into ſo 


pointed your printer and publiſher to receive letters u 
© advertiſements for the city of London; and ſhall thi 
© myſelf very much honoured by you, if you willy 
point me to take in letters and advertiſements for ti 


Though I cannot promiſe to fill ſuch an employnet 


WH: | | 
' * You moſt obevient ſervant, 
5 ene Lire 


q . . - * 1 
i. at. —_— 4 


— Tetrum ante omnia vultum. 2 
55 Juv. Sat. x. 19 


A viſage rough, <4] 
Deform'd, unteatur'd, | Du voz 


8 our perſons are not of our own making 
MW when they are ſuch as appear defective or ut 
. comely, it is, methinks. an honeſt and laudable tortitu# 
to dare to be ugly; at leaſt to keep ourſelves from bein 
abaſhed with a conſciouſneſs ot imperfections which 8 

| 1 | 1 8 | Canned 
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cannot help, and in which there is no guilt. I would 
not defend” an haggard befu for paſhng away much 
time at a glaſs, and giving ſoftneſſes and languiſhing 
graces to deformity ; all I intend is, that we ought to 


be contented with our countenance and ſhape, ſo far, 


as never to give ourſelves an uneaſy reflection on that 
ſubject. It is to the ordinary people, who are not ac- 
cuſtomed to make very proper remarks on any occaſion, 


by an expanſion of mouth, or obliquity of aſpect, It 
is happy for a man, that has any of theſe oddneſſes about 
him, if he can be as merry upon himſelf, as others are 
apt to be upon * occaſion ; when he can poſſeſs him- 
ſelf with ſuch a chearfulneſs, women and children, who 
are at firſt frighted at him, will afterwards be as much 
pleaſed with him. As it is barbarous in others to raill 
him for natural defects, it is extremly agreeable when he 
can jeſt upon himſelf for them. v7 | 
Madam Maintenon's firſt huſband was an hero in this 
kind, and has drawn many pleaſantries from the irregu- 


reſembling the letter Z. He diverts himſelf likewiſe, 
by repreſenting to his reader the make of- an engine 


there happens to be any thing ridiculous in a viſage, 
1 ©. <4 . - * . 3 

and the o ner of it thinks it an aſpect of dignity, he 

muſt be or very great quality to be exempt from raillery ; 


the beſt expedient therefore is to be pleaſant upon himſelf, 


Prince Harry and Falſtaf?, in Shakeſpcar, have carried 


the ridicule upon fat and lean as far as it will go. Falſtaff 


1s. humorouily calPd Wooltack, Bedpreſſer, and Hill of 
fleſh ; Harry, a Starveling, an Elves-ſkin, a Sheath, a 
Bow-caſe, and a Tuck. There is, in ſeveral incidents 
of the converſation between them, the jeſt ſtill Lept up 
upon the perſon, Great tenderneſs and tenhbility in Huis 
point is one of the greateſt weakneſſes of felt-love. For 
my own part, I am a little unhappy in the mold of my 
Face, which is not quite fo long as it is broad: whe 
this might not partly ariſe from my opening my mouth 
much teldomer than other people, and by corſeq 
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matter of ꝑreat jeſt, if a man enters with a prominent 
pair of ſhoulders into an aflembly, or is diſtinguiſhed 
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larity of his ſhape, which he deſcribes as very much 


and pully, with which he uſed to take off his hat. When 


as ether IE 
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not io much lengthening the fibres of my viſage, I am 


not 
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not at leifure to determine. However it be, I have been 
often put out of countenance by the ſhortneſs of m 
face, and was formerly at great pains in concealing it 
by wearing a pertiwig with an high foretop, and letting 
my beard grow. But now I have thoroughly got over this 
delicacy, and could be contented with a much ſhorter, 
provided it might quality me for a member of the Mer- 
ry Club, which the following letter gives me an account 
of. I have received it from Oxford; and as it abounds 
with the ſpirit of mirth and good- humour which is na- 
tural” to that place, I fhall fer it down word for word 
as it came to me?: *. BE 01 
Moſt profound Sir, eee 
8 HN NG been very well entertained in the laſt 
* £4 of your Speculations that I have yet ſeen, by 
pour ſpecimen upon Clubs, Which I therefore hope 
* you will continue, I ſhall: take the liberty to tur- 
nih you with a brief account of ſach a one as per- 
haps you have not ſeen in all 2 travels, unleſs it was 
your fortune to touch upon ſome of the woody pars 
of the Atrican continent, in your voyage to or trom 
Grand Cairo. There have aroſe in this Univerſity 
(long fince you left us without ſaying any thing) {e- 
veral of theſe inferior hebdomadal ſocieties, as the 
Punning Club, the Witty Club, and, amongſt the reſt, 
the Handſome Club; as a burleſque upon which, a 
certain merry ſpecies, that ſeem to have come into the 
world in maſquerade, for ſome years laſt paſt have aflo- 
ciated themſelves together, and aſſumed the name of the 
Ugly Club. This ill-favoured fraternity conſiſts ot a 
Prei;dent and twelve Fellows; the choice of which 1s 
not confined by patent to any particular foundation, 
(as St. John's men would have the world believe, and 
have therefore erected a ſeparate ſociety within them- 
elves) but liberty is left to elect from any ſchool in 
Grcut-Btitain, provided the candidates be within the 
rules of the Club, as ſet forth in a table, intituled, 7/: 
Act of Deformity. A clauſe or two of which I ſhal 
tranſmit to you. F ˙ » 
II. That no perfon whatſoever ſhall be admitted 
' © withont a viſible queerity in his aſpect, or poculn 
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4; 6nd, af countenance .zof Which the Preſident and Of- 
. + ficers, fox, the time being are to. ac and the 
' + Prelident to have the caſting voice. 

II. That a ſingular regard be had, upon examina- 
tion, to the gibboſity of the gentlemen that offer hein - 


*- ſigure, in what fort foeyer.. - | 
III. That if the quantity of-: any man's "nc be mi- 

| « nently miſcalculated, whether as to length or bie dth, 

he ſhall have a juſt pretence to be elected. 

Lali, That if there ſhall be two or more compe- 


has the thickeſt ſkia to have the preference. | 

+ Every freſh member, upon his firſt night, is to en- 
- ©. tertain- the company with a diſh of cod-fiſh, and a 
ſpeech in praiſe of Æſop; whole portraiture they have 


© ſufticient, to purchaſe the heads of Therfites, Duns 
Scotus, Scaron, Hudibras, and the old Gentleman in 


as furniture for the Club- room. 
© As they have always been profeſſed admirers of the 


give wa nu er encouragement to ſuch as will take 
fie Ko ben 
& peared to do it. 
© 'The worthy Preſident, who is their molt devoted 
champion, has lately ſhewn me two copies of verſes 
compoſed by a gentleman of this ſociety ; the firſt, a 


conſtantly officiates at their table ; her he even adores 
and extols as the very counter-part of mother Shipton 3 


works of nature; but as for com] lexion, ſhape, and 


Te 


- * ſelves, as founders kinſmen; or to the obviquity of their 


© fitors for the ſame vacancy, ceteris paribus, he that 


* in full proportion, or rather .diſproportion, over the 
. chimney; and their deſign is, as ſoon as their funds are 


Oldham, with all the celebrated ill faces of antiquity, f 


other fex, ſo they unanimoully declare that they will 


of the ſtatute, though none yet have ap- 


64 
c ; 
* congratulatory. ode inſcribed to Mrs. 'Couchwood, upon 
* the loſs of her two fore-tecth ; the other, a panegyric 
* upon Mrs, Andiron's left ſhoulder, Mrs. Vizard, he 
* {ays, fince the ſmall-pox, is grown tolerably ugly, and 
a a top. toaſt in the Club; but I never heard him fo , 
* laviſh of his fine things, as upon old Nell Trot, Who 
c 
1 
4 
7 
1 
605 


in ſhort, Nell, ſays he, is one of the extiaordinary 


features, ſo valued by others, they are all mere outſide 
and 1 metry, which is bis averfion, Giye me leave to 
. | ".; 0.206 
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add, that the Preſident is a facetious pleaſant gentle- 
man, and never more ſo, than when he has got (as he 


often proteſts it does him good to meet a fellow with 


me a ſight of a liſt in his pocket-book of all of this 

claſs, who for theſe five years have fallen under 

his obſervation, with himſelf at the head of *em, and 

in the rear (as one of a promiſing and improving aſpect), 
Sled LL | | 
Oxford,” * Your obliged and 

March 12, 1710. | humble ſervant, 

R © ALEXANDER CARBEUNCLE? 


Js..4 
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— Fquitis quoque jam A Farr ab aure voluptas 
 Oranis ad incertos oculos, & gaudia vana. 


But now our nobles too are fops and vain, 
Neglect the ſenſe, but love the painted ſcene. 
A . CREECH, 


5 JT” is my defign in this paper to deliver down to 


poſterity a faithful account of the Italian opera, and 


of the grandual progreſs which it has made upon the 


Engliſh ſtage ; for there is no queſtion but our great grand- 
their forefathers uſed to ſit together like an audience 


plays acted before them in a tongue which they did not 
underſtand. | deny 


lian muſic, The great ſucceſs this opera met with 


calls em) his dear Mummers about him; and he 
a right genuine grimace in his air (which is ſo agree- - 


able in the generality of the French nation); and, as 
an inſtance of his fincerity in this particular, he gave 


Hor, Ep. ii. v. 187. 


children will be very curious to know the reaſon why 


of forcigners in their own country, and to hear whole 


Arſinoe was the firſt opera that gave us a taſte of Ita- 


produced ſome attempts of forming pieces upon Italian 
| | 5 | 5 plans, 
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plans, which ſhould give a more natural and reaſonable 
entertainment than what can be met with in the clabo- 
rate trifles of that nation. This . alarmed the poctaſters 
and fiddlers of the town, who were uſed to deal in u more 
ordinary kind of ware ; and therefore laid down, an eita- 
bliſhed rule, which is received as ſuch to this d. 1, 
« That nothing is capable of being well- {et to muſic, 
« that is not nonſenſe.“ 


This maxim was no fonner received, but we imme— 


diately fell to trantlating the Italian operas; and as there 
was no great danger of hurting the ſenſe of thole cx- 
traordinary pieces, our authors would often make words 
of their own, which were intirely foreign to the mean- 


ing of the paſſages they pretended to tranflare ; their 


chief care being to make the numbers of the Engliſn 
verſe anſwer to thoſe of the Italian, that both of them 


might go to the ſame tune. Thus the lamous fong in 
Camilla, | | 


Barbara ff Pintendo, dec. 


Barbarous woman, yes, I know your meaning 


which expreſſes the reſentments of an angry lover, was 
tranſlated 1 into that Engliſh lamentation, 


Frail are lover's hopes, &c. 


And it was pleaſant enough to ſee the moſt W per- 
ſons of the Britiſh nation dying away and languiſhing 
to notes that were filled with a ſpirit of rage and indig- 5 
nation. It happened alſo very frequently, where the 
ſenſe was rightly tranſlated, the neceſſary tranſpoſition 
of words, which were drawn out of the phraſe of one 
tongue into that of another, made the muhe appear very 
abſurd in one tongue that was very natural in the other. 
1 remember an Italian verſe that runs thus, word tor word, 


And turn'd my rage into pity ; 


which the Engliſh for rhyme. ſake tranſlated, 7 


And into pity turn'd my rage. 


; By this means the ſoft notes, that were adapted t. to Pity 
uw iche Italian, fell en the word wah in the Engliſh ; 
D3 and 
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and the angry founds, that were tuned to rage in the ori- 
ginal; were made to expfels pity in, the tranſlation, It 


oftentimes happened likewife, that the fineſt notes in the 


air fell upon the moſt inſignificant words in the ſentence, 
I baye known the word And; purſued through the. whole 


gamut, have been entertained with many,;a melodious 
The, and have heard the moit beautiful graces, quavers, 
and diviſions beſtowed upon Then, For, and From; to 
the eternal honour of our Englifh particle. 

The next ſtep to our refinement, was the introducivg 
of Italian Actors into our opera; who {ſung their, parts 
in their 6wn language, at the ſame time, that our 


_ ccuntrymen., performed theirs. in our native tongue. 


The king or hero of the play generally ſpoke in Italian, 


and his flaves anſwered him in Engliſh : the lover fre- 
quently made his court, and gained the heart of his 


princess, in a language which ſhe did not underſtaud. 
One would bare thought it very difficult to have car- 
ried on dialogue after this manner, without an interpre- 


ter between the perſons that converſed together; but this 


was the ſtate of the Engliſu lage for about three years, 
At length the audience grew tired ef underſtanding 


half the opera; and therefore, to caſe themſelves intirely 

cf the fatigue of thinking, have ſo ordered it at pre- 
ſent, that the whole opera is performed in an unknown 
tongue. Ve no longer underſtand the language of our 


own ſtage; inſomuch that I have often been afraid, 
when I have ſeen our Italian performers chattering in the 
vehemence of action, that they have been calling us 
names, and abuling us among themlelves; but J hope, 
fince we do put ſuch an intire confidence in them, they 
will not talk againſt us before our faces, though they 
may do it with the ſame ſafety as if it were behind our 


becks. In the mean time, I cannot forsear thinking 
how naturally an hiſtorian who writes two or three 


hundred years hence, and does not know the taſte of his 


wiſe forefathers, will make the following reflection, 


eln the beginning of the eighteenth century, the Italian 


tongue was ſo well underſtood in England, that the 
„ operas we'e acted on the public ſtage in that language.“ 


- One ſcarce knows how to be ſerious in the contutation 


of an abſurdity that ſhews itlelt at the firſt fight, It 
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does not want any great meaſure of ſenſe to fee the 
"ridicule of this monſtrous practice; but, what makes it 
more Arz it is not the taſte of the rabble, but 
of perſons of the greateſt politeneſs, which has eſta- 
bay te! 291 0 Pow wepiimotiul tom adv iow: 14+ 
If the Italians have genius for muſic above the 
Engliſh, the Engliſh have a genius for other perform 
ances of a much higher nature, and capable of giving 
the mind a much nobler entertainment. Wauld one 
think it was poſſible (at a time when an author lived 
that was able to write the Phædra and Hippolitus) for 
a people to be fo ſtupidly fond of the Italian opera, 
as ſcarce to give a third day's hearing to that adnnr- 
able tragedy ? Muſic is certainly a very agreeable en- 
tertainment ; but if it would take the intire poflefſion ot 
our ears, it it would make us incapable of hearing ſenſe, 
if it would cxclude arts that have a much greatef tenden 
cy to the refinement of human nature; J muſt conteſs L 
would allow it no better quarter than Plato has done, 
who baniſhes it out of his common-wealth, | | 
At preſent, our notions of mulic are io very uncer- 
tain, that we do not know what it is we like; only, in 
general, we are tranſported with any thing that is not 
Booliſh,; ſo be it of a foreign growth, let it be Italian, 
French, or High-Dutch, it is the ſame thing. In ſhort, 
our Engliſh muſic is quite rooted out, and nothing yet 
planted in its ſtead, _ „ 1 
When a royal palace is burnt to the ground, every 
man is at liberty to preſent his plan for a new one ; 
and though it be but indifferently put together, it may 
furniſh ſeveral hints that may be of ule to a good archi- 
tect, I ſhall take the ſame liberty, in a following paper, 
of giving my opinion upon the ſubject of muſic ; which 
I ſhall lay down only in a problematical manner, to be 
_ conſidered by thoſe who are matters in the art. C 
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No 19 Thurſday, March 22. 


Di Lene acerer ut, a me quodgue Pelli | 
$iaxerunt 11H, Tao Df Per pauca loqucuitis. 


Hor. Sat, IV. i. 17. 


Thank Heaven that made me of an humble mind; 
To action litile, leſs to words inclin'd! : 

\ BSERVING one perſon behold another, whe 

was an utter ſtranger to him, with a caſt of his 
eye, which, methought, expicſied an emotion of heart 
very different from what could be raifed by an object fo 
. agreeable as the gentleman he looked at, I began to 
confider, not without ſome ſecret ſorrow, the condition 
of an envious man, Some have fancied that envy has 
a certain magical force in it, and that the eyes of the 
envious have by their faſcination blaſted the enjoyments 
of the happy. Sir Francis Bacon ſays, Some have been 
ſo curious as to remark the times and ſeaſons when the 
froke of an envious eye is molt effectually pernicious, 
and have obſerved that it has been when the perſon 
envied has been in any circumſtance of glory and tri- 
umph. At ſuch a time the mind of the proſperous man 
goes, as it were, abroad, among things without him, 
and is more expoſed to the malignity. But I fball not 
dwell upon ſpeculations ſo abſtracted as this, or repeat 
the many excellent things which one might collect out 
cf authors upon this miſerable affection; but, keeping in 
the road of common life, conſider the envious man with 
relation to theſe three heads, his pains, his relicis, and 
his happineſs, „„ 5 = 
The (envious. man is in pain upon all occaſions 
which ought to give him pleaſure. The reiſh of his life 
is Inverted; and the objects which adminiſter the higheſt 
ſatisfaction to thoſe who are exempt {rom this paſſion, 
give the quickeſt pangs to perions who at ſubject to it. 
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All the perfections of their fellow creatures are odious ; 
youth, beauty, valour, and wiſdom, are provocations 
of their diſpleaſure. What a wretched and a; oſtate ſtate 


is this! To be offended with excellence, and to hate a 


man becauſe we approve him! The condition of the 

av10us man is the moſt emphatically miſerable; he is 
not only incapable of rejoicing in another's merit or ſac- 

ceſs, but lives in a world wherein all mankind are in a 
plot againſt his quiet, by ſtudying their own happiness 
and advantage, Will Profper 15 an honeſt tale-bearer ; 
he makes it his buſineſs to join in converſation with en- 
vious men He points to ſuch an handſome young fel- 
low, and whiſpers that he is ſecretly married to a great 
fortune; when they doubt, he adds umi to 
prove it; and never fails to aggravate their diſtreſs, by 
afluring them, that, to his knowledge, he has an uncle will 


leave him !ome thouſands. Will has many arts of this kind 


to torture this ſort of temper, and delights in it. When 


he finds them change colour, and ſay faintly they wiſh | 
ſuch a piece of neus is true, he has the malice to 
ſpeak fome good or dther of every man of their acquain- 


tanes;- 

The reliefs of the envious man are thoſe little blemiſhes 
and impertections that diſcover themſelves in an illuſ- 
trious character, It 1s matter of great conlolation to an 


envious perſon, when a man of known honour does a 
thing unworthy himſelf; or when any action which was 


was well exceuted, upon better information appears fo 


altered in its ciroamfiances: that the fame of it is divided 


among many, inſtead of being attributed to one. This 
is a ſecret ſatistaction to thele maliguants; tor the per- 
fon, whom they before could not but admire, they fancy is 
nearer their own condition as ſoon as his merit is 
thared among others. I remember ſome years ago theie 
came out an excellent poem without the name of the 
author, The little wits, who were incapable of writing 


u, began to pull in pieces the ſuppoſed writer, hen. 


that would not do, they took great Pans. o ſuppreſs 
the opinion that it was his. I hut ag un failed, ' The 
next refoge was to ſay it was overlooked by one man, 
and many pages wholly written by ano: ber, An touelt 
lellow, who lat among 1 cluſter ot tem in debate on 
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this ſubject, eried ot, „ Gentlemen, if yon ate ſure 


none of you your ſelves dad an Pant in zr, you rs 
f © But th. 


but where you were, whoever writ it. the mot 


uſual.uccour...to..the enxious,. in caſes of nameleſs merit 
in this kind, is to keep the Property, If Podien un⸗ 


fixed, and by that means to hinder the reputation of 
it from falling upon any particular perſon. You ſee an 
envious man clear up his countenance, if, in the rela- 
tion of any man's great happineſs in one point, you 
mention his uneaſineſs in another. When he hears 
tuch a one is very rich he turns pale, but recovers 
when you add that he has many children. In a word, 
the only ſure way to an envious man's favour, is [not to 
deſerve it. | | | | 

But if we confider the envious man in delight, it is 
Hke reading the feat of a giant in a romance, the mag- 
nificence of his houſe confiſts in the many limbs of men 
whom he has flain. If any who promiſed themſelves 
ſucceſs in any uncommon undertaking miſcarry in the 
attempt, or he that aimed at what would have been 
uſeful and laudable, meets with contempt and deriſion, 


the envious man, under the colour of hating vain-glory, 


kan ſmile with an inward wantonneſs of heart at the 


nl effect it may have upon an honeſt ambition for the 


5 ſuture. | . | 4 A | 4 TEES 16 1 
Having throughly conſidered the nature of this paſ- 
fon, I have made it my ſtudy to avoid the envy that 
may accrue to me from theſe my ſpeculations; and if I 
am not miſtaken in myſelt, I think I have a genius to 

eſcape it, Upon hearing in a coffee-houſe one of my 


Papers commended, I immediately apprehended the envy 
that would ſpring from that applauſe ;, and therefore 


gave a deſcription of my face the next day; being 
_ refolved; .as I grow in reputation for wit, to reſign my 

pretenſions to beauty. This, I hope, may give ſome 

eaſe to thoſe unhappy gentlemen, who do me the honour 
to torment them ev es upon the account of this my 0 
As their caſe is veiy deplorable, and deſerves compaſſion, 
I ſhall ſmetimes be dull, in pity to them, and will from 


- & ſcoveries on my perſon. In the mean While, 1 any one 
| Guys the Spedtator has wit, it may be ſome relief to them to 


nume to time adminiſtes conſolations to them by further 
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think that he does not ſhew it in company. And if any 


one praiſes his morality, they may comfort 'theinſelves 
by confideripg that” his face id none of the longeſt. R 
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Thou dog in forehead ! —— EONS SY 


; ANT. the other hardy undertakings which I 
41 have propoſed to myſelt, that of the correction of 
impudence is what I have very much at heart. This in 
a particular manner is my province as Spectator ; for it 
is generally an offence committed by the eyes, and that 
apainſt ſuch as the offenders would perhaps never have 

an opportunity of injuring any other way. The fol- 

lowing letter is a complaint of a young lady, who ſes 

forth a treſpaſs of this kind, with that command of her- 
ſelf as befits beauty and innocence, and yet with fo much 


ſpirit as ſufficiently expreſſes her indignation. . The 
whole tranſaction is performed with the eyes; and the 


crime is no leſs than employing them in ſuch a manner, 
as to divert the eyes of others from the beſt uſe they can 
make of them, even looking up to Heaven, 1 0 


81 R, 
T*HERE never was, I believe, an acceptable man 
SpeCtator appeared, have I remarked a kind of men, 


whom I chooſe to call Starers; that, without any te- 
gard to time, place, or modeſty, diſturb a large com- 


pany with their impertinent eyes. Spectators make 
up 4 proper aſſembly for a puppet-ſhow' or a bear- 
+ garden; but devout ſupplicants and attentive kearcrs 
are the audicace one ought to expect in churches. 1 
8 3 | | | Hg MS. - ain, 


1 but had ſome aukward imitators. Ever ſinee the 


— 
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am, Sir, member of a ſmall. pious: congregation near. 


OO 6 = K a K @ K M K K _e® 


| 


one of the north gates of this city; much the greater 
part of us indeed are females, and uſed to behave our- 
ſelves in a regular attentive manner, till very lately one 
whole iſle has been diſturbed with one of theſe mon- 
ſtrous Starers; he's the head taller than any one in 
the church; but, for the greater advantage 4 expoſing 
himſelf, ſtands upon a hafloc, and commands the whole 
congregation, to the great annoyance of the devouteſt 
part of the auditory ; for what with bluſhing, confu- 
tion, and vexation, we can neither mind the prayers 
nor ſermon, Your animadverſion upon this inſolence 
would be a great favour to, l 48651 


Sir, 3 
Vour moſt humble ſervant, 
5 8. C. 


1 have frequently ſeen of this fort of fellows, and do 


not think there can be a greater aggravation of an of- 


| fenee, than that it is committed where the criminal is 

protected by the facredneſs of the place which he 
violates. Many reflections of this ſort might be very 
juſtly made upon this kind of behaviour; but a Starer 
is not uſually a perſon to be convinced by the reaſon 


of the thing, and a fellow that is capable of ſhewing an 
impudent front before a whole congregation, and can 


bear being a public ſpectacle, is not fo eaſily rebuked as 


to amend by admonitions. If theretore my correſpon- 
dent does not inform me, that within ſeven days after 
this date the barbarian does not at leaſt ſtand upon Pis 
own legs only, without an eminence, my friend Will 


Proſper has promiſed to take an haſſoc oppoſite to lim, 


and ſtare againſt him, in defence of the ladies, I have 
given him directions, according to the moſt exact rules 
of optics, to place himſelf in ſuch a manner that he 


ſhall meet his eyes wherever he throws them; I have 


hopes that when Will confronts him, and all the ladies, 
in whoſe behalf he engages him, caſt kind looks and 


Wiſhes of ſucceſs at their champion, he will have fome 


| ſhame, 
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ſhame; and feel a little of the pain he has ſo often put 
others to, of being out of countenancgſcſe. 
It bas indeed been time out of mind generally re- 


rers have infeſted publie aſſemblies; and I know no 
other way to obviate ſo great an evil, except, in the caſe 
of fixing their eyes upon women, ſome male friend will 


impudence, and encounter the eyes of the Starers where 
erer they meet them. While we ſuffer our women to 
be thus impudently attacked, they have no defence, but 
in the end to caſt yielding glances at the Starers; and, 
in this caſe, a man who has no ſenſe of ſhame has the 
ſame advantage over his miſtreſs, as he who has no re- 
gard for his own life has over his adverſary, While 


move by proper and juſt methods; he, who has no re- 
ſpect to any of them, carries away the reward due to 
that propriety of behaviour, with no other merit but that 
of having neglected it, VVV CO 
I take an impudent fellow to be a ſort of outlaw in 
good-breeding, and therefore what is ſaid of him no na- 
tion or perſon can be concerned for, For thus reaſon, 
one may be free upon him. I have put myſelt to 
great pains in conſidering this prevailing quality which 
we call impudence, and have taken notice that it exerts 
uſelt in a different manner according to the different 
foils wherein tuch ſubjects of theſe dominions, as are 
maſters of it, were born. Impudence in an Engliſhman 
is ſullen and inſolent; in a Scotchman it is untractable 
and rapacious ; in an Irithman abſurd and fawning ; as 
the courſe of the world now runs, the impudent Eng- 
BS lihmnan behaves like a ſurly landlord, the Scot like an 
BY il|-received gueſt, and the Iriſaman like a ſtranger who 
Wy knows he is not welcome. There is ſeldom any thing 
entertaining either in the impudence of a South or 
North-Briton; but that of an Iriſhman is alu ays co- 
W mic: a true and genuine impudence is ever the effect 


and moſt ſucceſsful Starers, now in this town, are of 
hat nation; they have uſually the advantage of the 


marked, and as often lamented, that this family of Sta- 


take the part of ſuch as are under the oppreſſion of 


the generality of the world are fettered by rules and 


5 of ignorance, without the leaſt ſenſe of it; the beit 
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ſtature mentioned in the above letter of my corre. m 
ſpohident, and gen | -fands-+n--the-eye of 


women of fortune; inſomuch that J have known one of We 
them, three months after he came from plough, with a 
tolerable good air lead out a woman from a play, which 
one of our own breed, after four years at Oxtord, and 
two at the Temple, would have been afraid to look at. 

I cannot tell how to'#ecount* for it, but theſe people 
have uſually the preference to our own fools, in the 
opinion of the ſillier part of womankind. Perhaps it is 
that an Engliſh coxcomb is ſeldom ſo 6bſequious as an 
Triſh one; and when the defign of pleaſing is viſible, ay 
_ abſurdity in the way toward it is eahily forgiven. 

But thoſe who are downright” impudent, and ꝑo on 
without reflection that they are ſuch, are more to be 
tolerated, than a ſet of fellows among us who proteſz 
impudence with an air of humour, and think to carry 
off the moſt inexcuſable of all faults in the world, with 
no other apology than ſaying in a gay tone. I put 
© an impudent face upon the matter.” No; no man 
fhall be allowed the advantages of impudence, who i; 
conſcious that he is ſuch; if he knows he is 1mpudent 
he may as well be otherwiſe; and it ſhall be expected 
that he bluſh, when he ſees he makes another do it. 
For nothing can atone for the want of modeſty ; with 


out which beauty is ungraceful, and wit deteſtable. R. 
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= There's room enough, and each may bring his friend. 
2 let e ee oh. ods e ee en, 


| AM ſometimes very much troubled, when I reflect 


gentlemen that ſtarve one another. 


and ſubalterns. Among the firſt we may reckon bi- 
hops, deans, and archdeacons. Among the ſecond are 


ſcarves. | The reſt are comprehended. under the ſubal- 
terns. As for the. firſt claſs, our conſtitution preſerves 
n from any redundancy of incumbents, notwithſtanding 
competitors are numberleſs. Upon a ſtrict calculation, 
years in the ſecond diviſion, ſeveral brevets having been 


cers; inſomuch that within my memory the price of 


the ſubalterns they are-not to be numbered. Should our 
clergy once enter into the corrupt practice of the laity, 


by the ſplitting of their freeholds, they would be able to 
carry moſt of the elections in England. 1 5 


* 


perfluous members, that are like Virgil's army, which 
he tells us was ſo crouded, many of them had not room 
to ule their weapons. This prodigious ſociety of men 


may be divided into the litigious and peaceable. Under 
we fit are comprehended all thoſe who are carried 
down in coach-tulls to Weſtininſter-Hall, every morning 


upon the three great profeſſions of Divinity, Law, 
and Phyſic; how they are each of them over-burdened 
with practitioners, and filled with multitudes of ingenious 


We may divide the clergy into generals, field-officers, 


doctors of divinity, prebendaries, and all that wear 


it is found that there has been a great exceeding of late 
granted for the converting of ſubalterns into ſcart-offi- . 


luteſtring is raiſed above two-pence in a yard. As for 


The body of the law is no leſs incumbered with "3p = 


88 THE SPECTATOR N' 4 
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in term-time,, Martial's deſcription of this ſpecics of . that 
lawyers is full of humours e:: W cnt: 


Iras & werba locant. 
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“ Men that hire out their words and anger ;” that are 
more or leſs paſſionate according as they are paid fur i, 
and allow their client a quantity of wrath proportion. 
able to the tee which they receive from him. I mut 
however, obſerve to the reader, that above three part | 
of thoſe whom I reckon among the litigious are ſuch 
as are only quarrelſome in their hearts, and have no op- 
portunity of ſhewing their paſſion at the bar, Never. 
theleſs, as they do not know what ſtrifes may arile, 
they appear at the hall every day, that they may ſhey 
themſelves in a readineſs to enter the liſts, whenever there 
ſhall be occaſion for them. 0 
Ihe peaceable lawyers are, in the firſt place, many 
of the benchers of the ſeveral inns of court, who ſeem 
to be the dignitaries of the law, and are endowed with 
thoſe qualifications of inind that accompliſh a man ras 
ther for a ruler than a pleader. Theſe men live peace- 
ably in their habitations, cating once a day, and dan- 
cing once a year, for the honour of their reſpective 
| ſocieties. | ok OF. ee eee 
Another numberleſs branch of peaceable lawyers are 
thoſe young men who, being placed at the inns of 
court in order to ſtudy the laws of their country, fre- 
quent the play-houſe more than Weſtminſter-Hall, and 
are ſeen in all public aſſemblies, except in a court of 
Juſtice. I hall ſay nothing of thoſe filent and buy 
multitudes that are employed within doors in the dray- 
ing up of writings and conveyances; nor of thoſe 
greater numbers that palliate their want of buſineſs with 


a pretence to ſuch chamber-prattice. em 
If, in the third place, we look into the profeſſion of a { 
phyſic, we ſhall find a molt formidable body of men; pon 
the ſight of them is enough to make a man terious, tor rf 
we may lay it down as a maxim, that when a nation tra 
abounds in phyſicians, it grows thin of people. vir e W 
William Temple is very much - puzzled to find out a Heu 
reaſon why the northern hive, as he calls it, does not ede 


lend out ſuch prodigious ſwarms, and overrun the world 
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ich Goths and Vandals, as it did formerly; but had 
. that excellent author obſerved that there were no ſtu- 
WE dents in phyſic among the ſubjects of Thor and Woden, 
and that this ſcience very much flouriſhes in the north 
Nat preſent, he might have found a better ſolution for 
Wrhis difficulty than any of thoſe he has made uſe of. 
Urdbis body of men in our own country may be de- 
Wcribed like the Britiſh army in Cæſar's time; ſome of 
chem ſlay in chariots, and ſome on foot. If the infantry 
o leſs execution than the charioteers, it is becaufe they 
5 cannot be carried ſo ſoon into all quarters of the town, 
and diſpatch ſo much bufineſs in ſo thort a time. Be- 
des this body of regular troops, there are ttragolers, 
bo, without being duly liſted and enrolled, do infinite 


©) 7. 8 A * a * ol 
vw niſchief to thoſe who are ſo unlucky as to fall into their 
bands. [023 | 


There are, beſides the abovementioned, innumerable 
Wctainers to phyſic, who for want of other patients, 


y f bd » * — 5 * 6 
m {muſe themſelves with the ſtifling of cats in an air- 
th pump, cutting up dogs alive, or impaling of infects upon 


he point of a needle for microſcopicat obſervations ; be · 
Indes thoſe that are employed in the gathering of weeds, 


End the chaſe of butter-flies; not to mention the cockle- 


Well-merchants and ſpider-catchers, | „„ 
When I confider how each of theſe profeſſions are 
Frouded with multitudes that ſeek their livelihood in 
em, and how many men of merit there are in each of 
em, who may be rather ſaid to be of the ſcience, 


Te- 

ind an the profeſſion ; I very much wonder at the hu- 
of our of parents, who will not rather chooſe to place 
uly eir ſons in a way of life where an honeſt induſtry can- 
MW. ot but thrive, than in ſtations where the greateſt pro- 
ole Ni, learning, and good ſenſe may miſcarry. How 
ihk any men are country-curates, that might have made 
emſelves aldermen of London, by a right improvement 

| of: a ſmaller ſum of money than what is uſually laid out 
en; Hon a learned edueation? A ſober frugal perſon, of len- 
tor r parts. and a flow apprehenſion, might have thrived 
ion ade, though he ſtarves upon phyſic; as a man would 
Sir WE El! enough pleaſed, to buy ſilks of one, whom he 
ta eud not venture to feel his pulſe, Vagellius is careful, 
not udious, and obliging, but withal 4 little thick-ſkull'd Bp 


hs 


- multitudes, and gives employment to all its profetlog 


ſbops, that vend our wares and manuiaciures in all the Wi 


T HE word Spectator being moſt uſually underiodlf ceep 


plays and operas. But indeed there are ſuch moniirot 


concerns human lile, or is a picture of nature, that! 


incoherent dreams could not go off as they do, not orlf 
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be has not a fingle client, but might have had-abundance NPuef 


of cuſtomers. The misfortune is, that parents tale 
liking to a particular profeſſion, and there fore deſire they. 
ſons may be of it; whereas, in ſo great an affair of lik, 
they ſhould conſider the genius aud abilities of they 
children, mote than- their own inclinationss 
It is the great advantage of a trading nation, that then 
are very few in it ſo dull and heavy, - who may not be 
placed in ſtations of lite, which may give them an oppor 
tunity of making their fortunes, A well- regulated con- 
merce is not, like law, phyſic, or divinity, to be over. 
ſtocked with hunds ; but, on the contrury, fAloimiſhes hy 
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*eets of merchant-men are ſo many 1quadrons of floatin 
Ficets of merchant-me i qu adrons of floating 


markers of the world, and find out chapmen under bot Wi 
the tropics. ELIE AR hoe en mu 8 
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Ne 22. Monday, March 26 . 
QAuodcunque offendis mihi fic, incredulus odi. ie 


| . 2 Hor. Ars Poet. ver, 18, | Fen 
—— Whatever contradicts my ſenſee 
I hate to lee, and never can belie dre. 
| | END Rosco M MON, 


as one of the audience at public repreſentations i 
our theatres, I ſeldom fail of many letters relating 


things done in both, that if one had not been an et | 
witneſs of them, one could not believe that fuch matt M. 
had really been exhibited. There is very little wud 


regarded by the greater part of the company. The ur 
derſtanding is diſmiſſed from our entertainments. 08 
mirth is the laughter of fools, and our admiration u 
wonder of idiots; elſe ſuch improbable, monſtrous, a 


without the utmoſt ſcorn and contempt, but even mow 


22 
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Weſt applauſe and approbation. But the letters of my 
eſpondents will repreſent this affair in a more nveſy 
nner than any difeourſe of my own; I ſhall thereſore 
e chem to my reader with only this preparation, that 
yall come from players, and that the buſineſs of play- 
g is now ſo managed, that you are not to be ſurpriſed 
hen I ſay one or two of them are rational, others ſenſi- 
+ and vegetative actors, and others wholly inanimate; 
all not place theſe as I have named them, but as they 
ve precedence in the opinion of their audience, . 
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by 5 . 
* OUR having been ſo humble as to take notice of 
fi 
the 


Wn © wild boar that was killed by Mrs, Lofts, to re? 
elbent to you, that I think I was hardly uſed in not 
ing the part of the lion in Hydaſpes given to met 
W: would have been but a natural ſtep for me to have 
erſormed thut noble creature, after having behaved 
myſelt to ſatisfaction in the part above- mentioned; but. 
bat of a lion is too great a character for one that never 
rod the ſtage before but upen two legs. As for the 
Wittle reſiſtance which I made, I hope it may be excuſed, 
ben it is conſidered that the dart was thrown ar me 
Wy ſo fair an hand. I muſt conteſs I had but juſt put 
Won my brutahty 3 and Camilla's charms were ſuch, that 
holding her erect mien, hearing her charming voice, 
dd aſtoniſhed with her gracetul motion, I could not 


FE epiſtles of other animals, emboldens me, who 
nt 


oo ccep up to my aſſumed fierceneſs, but died like a man. 
1$ Il 71 . 75 I am, Sir, 8 


$ Your moſt humble ſervant, 


{rol | 

ext OS ner eg” þ * THoMAs RRONE,” 
atv Mr. Ser cTATOR, 1 8 
Vid IIS is to let you underſtand, that the play-houſe 


is 2 repreſentarion of the word in nothing to much 
in ſchis particular, that no one riſes in it according to 
his merit. I have acted ſeveral parts of houſhold-ituff 


Wh great applauſe tor many years : I am one of the 
„u ven in the hangings in the Emperor of the Moon; I 
t 00 hate twice pertormed the third chair in an Engliſh 


pera; and have rehearſed the pump in the Fortune- 
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22 
| Hunters. I am now grown old, and hope you y 
| recommend me fo effectually, as that I way ſay ons. 
| © thing before I go off the itage: in which you will art! 
a Wen act of charity to athe 
© Your moſt kunb! e a tub 
| 4 We. ILLIAM Scbeg I 
0 Mr. SpEc Aron, hat 
4 "NDERSTANDING that Mr. Screne has wr wy 
8 you, and defired to be raifed from dumb and j W f 
5 parts; I delire, it you give him motion or pech, „ 
= you would advance me in my way, and let ine kee) 
in what I humbly preſume” Tam a maſter, to wi,1 
© repreſenting human and Kill life together, I hae Mt 
veral times acted one of the fineſt lower - pots in b F 
© ſame opera wherein Mr. Screne 1s a chair; there tr 
upon his promotion, requeſt that I may ſucceed hin ing 
* the RAD Rh with my hand in the orange-trecs, he 
5 Your bumble ſervant, a... 
* RALPH O1MPLY Jately 
Fs Wo Ls a C0 
n, | . Muck 245 1 7 10-1Wwind 
2 I SAW your friend the Templar this evening in em 
1 pit, and thought he looked very little pleated e 
© the repreſentation of the mad ſcene of the Pilgrim, | the | 
© wiſh, Sir, you would do us the favour to animadrl the! 
C frequently upon the falſe taſte the town is in, with »<** 
© lation to plays as well as operas. It certainly req.“ - 
* a degree of underſtanding to play juſtly ; but fo“ I 
our condition, that we are to ſuſpend our reaſon WT he 
perform our parts. As to ſcenes of madneſs, serie 
* Know, Sir, there are noble inſtances of this kind in 90 mine 
© ſpear; but then it is the diſturbance of a noble mi Lou 
trom generous and humane reſentments; it is like tb 
s grief which we have for the deceaſe of our triend:;! (wh 
* 15 no diminution, but a recommendation of hui his 
_ © nature, that in ſuch incidents paſſion gets the betterd 
* reaſon; and all we can think to comfort ourlelv 
impotent againſt half what we feel. I will not mat 
tion that we had an idiot 1 in the ſcene, and all the ſeal 
dit is repreſented to have is that of luſt, As for 
8 e ſelf, whos have Ag taken buns | in perſonating the u FY 


6 t10 
Del 


| | 3 | 
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10 Pons, 1 have to-night acted only an appetite, The 


art I play'd is thirſt, but it is repreſented as written 
ather by a dray-man than a poet. I come in with 
tub about me, that tub hung with quart-pots, with a 
full gallon at my mouth. I am aſhamed to tell you 
that I pleaſed very much, and this was introduced as a 
Inadneſs; but ſure it was not human madneſs, for a 


ae or an aſs may have been as dry as ever I way in 
10 l y life. oF FR = | | : 

1, Ul Lam, Sir, | | | 

epd | * Your moſt obedient and humble ſervant,? 
ve Mr. SpECTATOR, From the Savoy in the Strand. 


im king Latinus, and believe I am the firſt prince that 


the uncertainty of all human greatneſs, that I, who 
lately never moved without à guard, am now preſſed as 
a common ſoldier, and am to fail with the firſt fair 
10-1] 


in th 


d | be loſs of my diadem ; for, upon quarrelling with an- 
another recruit, I ſpoke my indignation out of my part in 
3th ecitativo ; | | 


i ———— Moſt audacious ſlave, 
& Dar'ſt thou an angry monarch's fury brave? 
The words were no ſooner out of my mouth, when a 


equit 
ſuck 
a{on i 


;, u ſerjeant knocked me down, and aſked me if I had a 
Shao mind to mutiny, in talking things nobody underſtood. 
mia You fee, Sir, my unhappy circumſtances; and if by 
ke ti ¶ your mediation you can procure a ſubſidy for a prince 
ads; (cho never failed to make all that beheld him merry at 
bun his appearance) you will merit the thanks of | 
ter d e +-Your friend, „ 
ves, | The King of Latiuvn,? 
T men 3 Po PROSTORES es eh | | 

e {ent ADVERTISEMENT, 

Or MN 
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* Within two doors of the Maſquerade lives an emi- 
nent Italian Chirurgeon, arrived from the Carnival at 


— 


F you can read it with dry eyes, I give you this 
trouble to acquaint you, that I am the untortunate 


ated from this palace ſince John of Gaunt, Such is 


wind againſt my brother Lewis of France, It is a 
very hard thing to put off a character which one has 
appeared in with applauſe; this I experienced ſince 


— - 


rr 
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Venice, of great experience in ꝓrivate eures. Aran 
„ modations are provided, 11 poriows e 10th; 
66 maſquing habits. 
le has cured ſince his ammiag thither, in leſs h 
«Ky fortnight, four Scaramouchęs, à Mountebank Dai 
40 two Turkiſh Baſſas, three Nuns, and a Morris. O. 
Venienti occurrite morbo. lac 
nt N, B. Any perſon may agree by the great, an 1 
| 10 kept 1 in repair by the year, The nt en . 
11 du en ot _ maſk,” |: 


” 
»Y 


Ne 23 9% | 


navi atroæ V lee bens, nec teli con pit 2e, 
emer, em; nec * 5. ar dens inmittert "= 1. 
IRG, An. 18, 4 


5 5 Volſcens foams with mee, "ang gazing round 
Deſery'd not him, who — the fatal wound; 
Mer knew | to A revenge 


15 lieve 


HERE is 0 that more betra a baſe uf fage 

nerous ſpirit, than the giving ot e ſtabs u writ 
man's reputation. Lampoons and ſatires, that are writ 
with wit and ſpirit, are like poiſoned darts, which u 
only inffiét a wound, but make it incurable, For d 
reaſon I am very much troubled when I ſee the talent 
of humour and ridicule in the poſſeſſion of an ill-natur 
man. There cannot be a greater gratificat ion to a bi 
barous and inhuwan wit, than to ſtir up ſorrow in tif 
heart ot a priv are perſon, to ratle uneaſineſs awong nul 


relations, and to ex pole whole families to Cerilion { 1 
the ſame time that he remains unicen and undilcoret vue 
It, beſides the accompliſhments of being witty and nei 
ee a man is vicious into the bargain, be is oe att 
the moſt miſchievous creatures that can enter into 2 ci to. 
ſociety. His latire will then chiefly fall upon * ne 
who ought to be the moſt enempt from it. Vi irtuey me lu 


1 
al 
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ad erery thing that is praiſeworthy, will be made the 
ubjet of ridicule and buffoonry. It is impoſſible to 
numerate the evils which ariſe from theſe arrows that 
Iy in the dark; and I know no other excuſe that is or 
in be made for them, than that the wounds they pive 
re only imaginary, and produce nothing more than 
; ſecret ſhame or ſorrow in the mind of the ſuffering 
ron. It muſt indeed be confeſs'd, that a lampoon or 
Catire do not carry in them robbery'or murder; but at 
he ſame time, how many are there that would not rather 
Joſe a conſiderable ſum of money, or even lite itſelf, 
than be ſet up at 4 mark of infamy and derifion? and in 
this caſe a man ſhould conſider, that an injury is not to 


who receives it. E . 7 

Thoſe who can put the beſt countenance upon the out- 
rages of this nature which are oftered them, are uot with- 
out their ſecret anguiſh, I have often obſerved a paſſage 
in Socrates's behaviour at his death, in a light wherein 


bowl of poiſon, with a diſcourſe on the immortality of 


talking upon ſuch a ſubject at ſuch a time. This paſ- 
writ a comedy on purpole to ridicule the diſcourſes of 


writers, that Socrates: was ſo little moved at this piece of 


ment of it. But with ſubmiſſion, I think the remark I 


made an impreſſion upon his mind, though he had been 
too wiſe to diſcover it. K-17 

When Julius Cæſar was lampoon'd by Catullus, be in- 
ved him to a ſupper, and treated him with ſuch a ge- 
nerous civility, that he made the poet his friend ever 


to the learned Quillet, ho had refleted upon his emi- 


1 0 had 


. 


none of the critics have conſideresd it. That excelient 
man, entertaining his friends a little before he drank the 


that divine philoſopher. It has been obſerved by many 


after. Cardinal Mazarine gave the ſame kind treatment 


nence in a famous Latin poem. The Cardinal ſent for 
lun, and after ſome kind expoſtulations upon what he 


the ſoul, at his entering upon it, ſays, that he does not be- 
lieve any the moſt comic genius can cenſure him for 


ſage, I think, evidently glances upon Ariſtophanes, who _ 


bulfoonry, that he was ſeveral times preſent at its being 
ated upon the ſtage, and never expreſſed the leaſt reſent- 


have here made ſhews us, that this unworthy treatment 


able ſum of money to any perſon that ſhould diſcover ii 


| had received from him, made the diſcovery himſelß 
upon which the Pope gave him the reward he had pr. 
miſed, but at the ſame time, to diſable the ſatiriſt for the 


NO 
—— — 
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had written, aſſured him of his eſteem, and diſmiſſed; 
with a promiſe of the next good abbey that ſhould fall 
which he accordingly - conferred upon him in a fe. 


months after. This had ſo good an effect upon the y, 
| thor, that he dedicated the ſecond edition of his bock 


the Cardinal, after having expunged the paſfages whis 


Had given him offence. 


Sextus Quintus was not of ſo generous and forgiving 
temper. Upon his _—_ made Pope, the ſtatue of Px 
quin was one night dreſſed in a very dirty ſhirt, witha 
excuſe written under it, that he was forced to wear {qi 
linen, becauſe his laundreſs was made a princeſs. Thi 
was a reflection upon the Pope's fifter, who, before th 


promotion of her brother, was in thoſe mean circun, 
ſtances that Paſquin repreſented her. As this paſquinat 


made a great noiſe in Rome, the Pope offered a conſider 


author of it. The author relying upon his Holinek\ 
generoſity, as alſo on ſome om overtures which he 


future, ordered his tongue to be cut out, and both hi 


| hands to be chopped off, Aretine is too trite an inſtzner, 


Every one knows that all the Kings in Europe were hi 


_ tributaries. Nay, there is a letter of his extgnt, in which 


he makes his boaſts that he had laid the SOPhi of Perla 
under contribution. „5 RO = 
Though in the various examples which J have her 
drawn together, theſe ſeveral great men behaved them. 
ſelves' very differently towards the wits of the age wi 


had reproached them; they all of them plainly ſhe! 


that they were very ſenſible of their reproaches, and con- 


ſequently that they received them as very great injuries 
For my own part, I would never truſt a man that! 
thought was capable of giving theſe ſecret wounds; and 


cannot but think that he would hurt the perſon, who! 


reputation he thus aſſaults, in his body or in his 0. 
tune, could he do it with the ſame ſecurity. There 
indeed ſomething wy barbarous and inhuman in ti! 
ordinary ſeribblers of 1 18 
lady ſhall be expoſed, for an unhappy feature, /! 5 


ampoons. An innocent y0"$ 


4 
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ther of a family turned to ridicule, for ſome domeſtic 


kin amity, A wife be made uneafy all her life, for a 
tal mifinterpreted word or action. Nay, a good, a tempe- 
le rate, and a juſt man, ſhalt be put out of countenance” b 
ide repreſentation of thoſe qualities that ſhould do him 
* honour. So pernicious a thing is wit, when it is not 
Q | 92 SAY e 


tem with virtue and arr & Rs; 

I have indeed heard of heedleſs inconſiderate writers, 
that without any malice have ſacrificed the reputation of 
their friends and acquaintance, to a certain levity of tem- 


uber, and a filly ambition of diſtinguiſhing themſelves by | 


fo a ſpirit of raillery and fatire; as if it were not infinitely 
Thi more honourable to be a good-natured man, than-a wit. 
© the Where there is this little petulant humour in an author, 


Cum. he is often very miſchievous without deſigning to be ſo, 

ina& For which reafon I always lay it down as a rule, that an 

(ide indifcreet man is more hurttul than an ill-natured one; 

er tht, for as the latter will only attack his enemics, and thoſe 

nec he wiſhes ill to, the other injures indifferently both 

ch be friends and foes. IT cannot forbear, on this occafion, 

nſelt; tranſcribing a fable out of Sir Roger PEftrange, which 
| prov accidentally lies before me. A company of waggich 
r the boys were watching of trogs at the fide of a pond, and 
th by + fhil as any of ein put up their hevwls, they' be 
zee | pelting them down aan with ſtones. Cbildren, ays 
"Y one of the frogs, you never conſider that though this 

Win ; 


| may be gay to you, 'tis death to us,” . 
Per As this week is in a manner ſet apart and dedicated ta 
ſerious thoughts, I ſhall indulge myſelf in ſuch (pecula- 
ions as may not be altogether unſuitable to the ſcuſon; 
and in the mean time, as the ſettling in ourſelves a cha. 
ntable frame of mind is a work very proper tor the time, 
I have in this paper endeavoured to expoſe that particular 
breach of charity which has been gencrally ove looke!l 
by divines, becauſe they are but few who cau be guiiry 


of it, . 2 


- her: 
them. 
2 Wh 
16wed 
d con- 
juris 
that 1“ 
; and 
whok 
8 tore 
ere l 
n the 
yOury 
AA la- 

ther 


g 


- 


Your # I. | | | E - Wednesday, 


98 THE SPECTATOR, 


* — 


” * I? . TY 
K— * a the ** 0 1 
—— 


Ne 24 Wedneſday, March 28. 


Accurrit quidam notus mihi nomine tantum ; 
Arreptaque manu, Quid agis, dulciſſime rerum? 


| Hor. Sat. I. ix. 3. ; ill- 


Comes up a fop (1 knew kim bur by ade ea 
And ſeiz d my hand, and calld me by my name— | rv 
— My Dear !-— how doſt ? 5 dar 
Is HERE are in this town a great number of inſig. 90 
nificant people, who are by no means fit for the bet- my 
ter ſort of converſation, and yet have an impertinent preti 
_ afnbition of appearing with thoſe to whom they are not merf 
welcome. If you walk in the Park, one of them will of t] 
certainly join with you, though you are in company with of u 
ladies; if you drink a bottle, they will find your haunts, but: 
What makes ſuch fellows the more bnd is, that to be 
they neither offend nor pleaſe ſo far as to be taken no- hare 
rice of for either. It is, I preſume, for this reaſon, that erery 
my correſpondents are willing by my means to be rid of is m 
them. The two following letters are writ by perſons The 
who ſuffer by ſuch impertinence. A worthy old bache- home 
lor, who ſets in for his doſe of claret every night at ſuch comic 
an hour, is teazed by a ſwarm of them; who, becauſe fell, 


they are ſure of room and good fire, have taken it in 
their heads to keep a ſort of club in his company ; though 

the ſober gentleman himſelt is an utter enemy to ſuch 
meetings. „ 5 


nents 
ont 
und { 
but t. 
uſca 
ain't 
0 you 


"3" Merc BPECTATOR; 3 
HE averſion I for ſome years have had to clubs in 
1 veneral, gave me a perfect reliſh for your ſpecula- 
© tion on that ſubject; but I have ſince been extremely 
© mortified, by the malicious world's ranking me amonglt 
the ſupporters of ſuch impertinent aſſemblies. I beg 
© Jeave to ſtate my caſe fairly; and that done, I ſhall ex- 


a pect redreſs from your judicious pen. 1 
4 e | I am, 
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lam, Sir, a bachelor of ſome ſtanding, and a tra- 
$ reller; my buſineſs, to conſult my own humour, which. 
$ 1 gratify without controlling other people's; I have a 
room and a whole bed to myſelf; and I have a dog, 2 
& fiddle, and a gun; they pleaſe me, and injure no crea- | 
ture alive. My chief meal is a ſupper, which I always 
| make at a tavern, I am conſtant to an hour, and not 
ill-humoured 3. for which reaſons, though I invite no- 
body, I bave no ſooner ſupped, than I have a crowd 
| about me of that ſort of good company that know not- 
| whither elſe to go. It is true every man pays his 
ſhare ; yet as they are intruders, I have an undoubted 
| right to be the only ſpeaker, or at leaſt the loudeſt ; 
| which J maintain, and that to the great emolument ot 
my audience, TI fometimes tell them their own in 
| pretty free language; and ſometimes divert them with 
merfy tales, according as I am in humour. I am one 
of thoſe who live in taverns to a great age, by a ſort 
of regular intemperance; I never go to bed drunk, 
but always fluſtered ; I wear away very gently, am apt 
to be peeviſh, but never angry. Mr. Spectator, if you 
have kept various company, you know there is in 
every tavern in town ſome old humouriſt or other, who 
is maſter of the houſe as much as he that keeps it. 
The drawers are all in awe of him; and all the cuſ- 
tomers, who frequent his company, yield him a fort of 
comical obedience. I do not know but I may be ſuch 
a fellow as this myſelf. But I appeal to you, whether 
this is to be called a club, been ſo many Imperti- 
nents will break in u;on me, and come without ap- 
pintment ? Clinch of Barnet has a nightly meeting, 
and ſnows to every one that will come in and pay; 
but then he is the only actor. Why ſhould people 
ical things? If his is allowed to be a concert, why 
ain't mine be a lecture? However, Sir, I ſubmit it 
0 you, and am, 8 


Fir, 


Four moſt obedient, &c, 
| Tuo. KIM ROW.“ 
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for all your civilities ever ſince, in being of my i 


PFC 


ſuperior and more intelligent part of the fair ſex, It 


r ra 


and a faſhionable air, rake themſelves to be upon a lent 


rod T. HE "SPECTATOR, My 

,, moron 55512 
VO and I were preſs'd againſt each other t * !: 
I winter in a crowd, in which uneaſy poſture  WF+ ) 


© ſuffer'd together for almoſt half an hour. I thank you 


quaintance wherever you meet me. But the other Gy 


you pulld. off your hat to me in the Park when I ws a 
walking with my miſtreſs. She did not like your d, be 
and ſaid ſhe wondered what ſiringe fellows I was a. tu 

uainted with. Dear Sir, conſider it is as much as c e 
life is worth, if ſhe ſhould think we were intimate: . pl: 
therefore I earneſtly intreat you for the future to tale G+ ti: 

no manner of notice of =Y 

_ "TEST EW, | gt; 

© Your obliged humble ſervant, 1 
; ( 


* WIII. FASHION. by 
A like impertinence is alſo very troubleſome to th 
it ſeems, a great inconvenience, that thoſe of the meal 


capacities will pretend to make viſits, tho' indeed they 
are qualified rather to add to the furniture of the houk, 


by filling an empty chair, than to the converſation th "I 
come into when they viſit. A friend of mine hopes f kee 
redreſs in this caſe, by the publication of her letter i 1 a 
my paper; which ſhe thinks thoſe ſhe would be rid d 
will take to themſelves. It ſeems to be written witha 
eye to one of thoſe pert giddy unthinking girls, v0 « 


upon the recommendation only of an agreeable pero 


with women of the greateſt merit. 


Madam, | = . he 
* F TAKE this way to acquaint you with what c of 
1 mon rules and forms would never permit me o tha 
© you otherwiſe ; to wit, that you and I, tho' equals “ wh 
quality and fortune, are by no means ſuitable comp grit 
« nions. You are, *tis true, very pretty, can din * 
and make a very good figure in a public allen Bir 


1 


4 
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Ec but alas, Madam, you muſt go no further; diſtance 

and filence are. your beſt recommendations; therefore 
jet me beg of you nevet to make me any more viſits. 
You come in a literal ſenſe to ſee one, for you have 
cothing to ſay. I do not lay this, that I would by 
any means loſe your acquaintance ; but T would keep 
it up with the ſtricteſt torins of good-brecding. Let 
us pay viſits, but never ſee one another. If you will 
be ſo good as to deny yourſelf always to me, I ſhall re- 


P 


„turn the obligation by giving the ſame orders to my 
ſetrants. When accident makes us meet ät à third 
« place, we ma, mutually lament the mie fortune of never 
« tinding one another at home, go in the ſame party to 
' z benefit-play, and ſmile at each other, and put down 
glaſles as we pals in our coaches, Thus we may enjoy 
dus much of each other's friendſhip as we are capable: 
bor there are fome people who are to be known only 
03. by fight, with which fort of triendſhip I hope you will 
always honour, _ | 
1 Madam, 314-45 
eu + Your moſt obedient humble ſerrant, 
| they he ben rant ___* Mary Tvugepar. 
* | He iran | 


| tat 
es [t 
ter il 


p. 8. I ſubſcribe myſelf by the dive of the day I 
ö keep, that my ſupernumerary friends may know who 
„ a i . 


rid d F 3 3 

ich u es a DVERTTITSEMENTT., ; 
N bs . To prevent all miſtakes, that may happen among 
Wo i0%y 


ng of the other end of the town, who come 
put once a week to St. James's coffee-houſe, either by 

miſcalling the ſervants, or requiring ſuch things from 
them as are not properly within their reſpective pro- 
vinces; this 1s to give notice, that Kidney, keeper of 
the book-debts of the outlying cuſtomers, aud obſerver 
* of thoſe who go off without paying, having reſign'd 
that employment, is ſucceeded by John Sowton ; to 
* whoſe place of enterer of meſſages and firſt coffee- 
' grinder William Bird is promoted; and Samuel Bur- 
date dock comes as ſhoe - cleaner in the room of the ſaid 
„, roo oo 5 R 
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Ae mecenda, Hh arte Fer 
„ ViRG, En. xii, 46 


And fickens by the very means of health, 


PHE following kuer will explain itſelf, and neck 
+ apo EEE 


„„ 8 9 0 
0 1 AM one of that ſickly tribe who are common 
* & known by the name of Valetudinarians; and d 
* confeſs to you, that I firſt contracted this ill habit af 
body, or rather of mind, by the ſtudy of phyſic. I 10 
ſooner began to peruſe books of this nature, but! 
found my yu was irregular ; and ſcarce ever read the 
account of any diſeaſe that I did not fancy myſelf u. 
flicted with. Hottor en learned 'Treatile dt 
Fevers threw me into a lingering hectic, which hung 
upon me all the while I was reading that excellent 
piece. I then applied myſelf to the ſtudy of feverl 
authors, who have written upon phthifical dittemper, 
and by that means fell into a conſumption; ll a 
length, growing very fat, I was in a manner {ſhamed 
out of that imaginatian. Not long after this I found 
in myſelf all the ſymptoms of the gout, except pain; 
but was cured of it by a Treatiſe upon the Grave, 
written by a very ingenious author, who (as it is uſual 
for phyſicians to convert one diftemper into another) 
' eaſed me of the gout by giving me the ſtone, Ia 
length ſtudied yt into a complication of diſtempers; 


but accidentally taking into my hand that ingenious 
diſcourſe written by Sanctorius, I was reſolved to ditec 

„ myſelf by a ſcheme of rules, which I had collected 
f from his obſervations. The learned world are vey 
well acquainted with that gentleman's invention; 


* who, 


40. 


4 


days of abſtinence I loſe;a pound and an half, and on 
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© who, for the better carrying on of his experiments, 


E © contrived-a-Qertain-mathematical chair, which. was ſo 


© artificially hung upon ſprings, that it would weigh any 
* thing as well as a pair of ſcales. By this means he 
© diſcovered how many ounces of his food paſs'd by 


+ perſpiration, what- quantity of it was turned into nou- 


« riſhment, and how much went away by the other chan- 
« nels and diſtributions of nature. 

© Having provided myſelf with this chair, I uſed to 
« ſtudy, eat, drink, and fleep in it; inſomuch that I may 


© be ſaid, for theſe three laſt years, to have lived in a 
pair of ſcales. I compute myſelf, when I am in full 


health, fo be preciſely two hundred weight, falling 
« ſhort of it about a pound after a day's faſt, and ex- 
ceeding it as much after a very full meal; fo that it is 
my continual employment to trim the balance between 
© theſe two volatile pounds in my conſtitution, In my 


+ ordinary meals I fetch myſelf up to two hundred weight 
and halt a pound; and if after having dined Þ find y- 
„ ſelf fall ſhort of it, I drink juſt ſo much ſmall-beer, or 


eat ſuch a quantity of bread, as is ſufficient to make me 
weight. In my greateſt exceſſes I do not tranſgreſs 
more than the other half pound; which, for my 
« kealth's fake, I do the firſt Monday in every month. 


As ſoon as I find myſelf duly poiſed after dinner, 


walk till I have perſpired ſive ounces and four fcruples ; 


and when I diſcover, by my chair, that I am fo far re- 


« duced, I fall to wy books, and ſtudy away three onnces 
+ more. As for the remaining parts of the pound, I keep 
no account of them. I do not dine and ſup by the 


clock, but by my chair; for when. that informs me my 


6 2 of food is exhauſted, I conclude myſelf to be 
ngry, and lay in another with all diligence, In my 


* folemn faſts am two pounds lighter than on other day s 
in the year. | earths 7 


allow myſelf, one night with another, 2 quarter of 


© a pound of ſleep within a few grains more or lets 5 and 


if upon my riſing I find that I have not conſumed 
my whole quantity, I take out the reſt in my chair. 
Upon an exact calculation of what I expended: and 


> eee which I always zegiiter in a, 


* book, 
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* book, I find the medium to be two hundred weight, fo 
that [cannot diſcover that 4 am impaired. one ounce in 


my health during a whole twelvemonth. And yer, 


Sir, notwithſtanding this my great care to ballait my. 
* felt equally every day, and to keep my body in its pro- 


per poiſe, fo it is that I find myſelf in a tick and lan. 


* guiſhing condition. My complexion is grown very fal. 
* low, my pulſe low, and my body hydropical. Let me 
therefore beg you, Sir, to conſider me as your patient, 
and to give me more certain rules to walk by than thoſe 
I have already obſerved, and you will very much ob- 
s ß el 

f $1,310 © Your humble ſervant,” 


This letter puts me in mind of an Italian epitaph 


written on the monument of a Valetudinarian; Stavo 
ben, ma per ſtar Meylio, ſto qui:“ which it is impoſ- 


tible to tranſlate. The fear of death often proves mor. 


lal, and ſets people on methods to fave their lives, which 
inialiibly deſtroy them. This is a reflection made by 
ſome hiſtorians, upon obſerving that there are many more 
thouſands killed in a flight than in a battle; and may be 
applied to thoſe multitudes of imaginary ſick perſons that 
break their conſtitutions by phyſie, and throw themſelves 
into the arms of death, by endeavouring to eſcape it; 


This method is not only dangerous, but below the prac- 


tice of a reaſonable creature. To conſult the preſerva- 
tion of life, as the only end of it, to make aur health 


dur buſineſs, to Engage in no action that is not part ot 2 


regimen, or courſe of phyſic; are purpoſes ſo abject, ſo 
mean, ſo — human nature, that a generous ſou} 
would rather die t 

continual anxiety for life vitiates all the reliſhes of it, and 
caſls a. gloom over the whole face of nature; as it is im- 


poſſible we ſhould take delight in any thing that we are 


every moment afraid of loſin 


Il do not mean, by what . here ſaid, that I think 
any one to blame for taking due care of their health. 


On the contrary, as chearfulneſs of mind, and capacity 
for bulineſs, are in a great meaſure the effects of a 
well- temper'd conſtitution, a man cannot be at too much 


| pains to cultivate and preſerve it, Bur this care, which: 


1 2 we 


an ſubmit to them. Beſides, that 2 


F Io. 2 A IE 4h” ER od 
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we are prompted to, not only by common ſenſe, but by 


duty and inſtinct, ſhould never engage us in groundleſs 
© fears, melancholy apprehenſions, and imaginary diſtempers, 
E which are natural to every man who is more anxious 
to live than how to live. In ſhort, the preſervation of 
| life ſhould be only a ſecondary concern, and the direc- 
tion of it our principal. If we have this frame of 


mind, we ſhall take the beſt means to preſerve lite, with- 
out being over-ſolicitons about the event ; and ſhall ar- 


lire at that point of felicity which Martial has mentioned 
as the perfection of happineſs, of neither fearing nor 
| wiſhing for death. Bs 5 * 


In anſwer to the gentleman, who tempers his health 


| by ounces and by ſcrupes, and, inſtead of complying 


with thoſe natural ſolicitations of hunger and thirſt, 


| drowſineſs or love of exerciſe, governs himſelf by the 


preſcriptions of his chair, I ſhall tell him a ſhort fable. 
Jupiter, ſays the Mythologiſt, to reward the piety of a 
certain countryman, promiſed to give him whatever he 
would aſk': the countryman deſired that he might have tlie 
management of the weather in his own eſtate: he ob- 
tained his requeſt, and immediately diſtributed rain, 


ſnow, and ſunſhine among his ſeveral fields, as he 


thought the nature of the {foil required. At the end of 
the year, when he expected to fee a more than ordi- 
nary crop, his harveſt tell infinitely ſhort of that of his 
neighbours ; upon which, ſays the fable, he defired Ju- 
piter to take the weather again into his own hands, or 


that otherwiſe he ſhould utterly ruin hiniſclt, C 


25 


. 
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N2'26* Friday, March 30. 


e deli, 
FVite ſumma brevis ſpem nos vetat inchoare longam. 
Jam te premet nox, fabulzgue mane, 
Et domus exilis Plutonia = N 


With equal foot, rich friend, impartial fate 
| Knocks at the cottage, and the palace gate: 
Life's ſpan forbids thee to extend thy cares, 
And ſtretch thy hopes beyond thy years: 
Night ſoon will feize, aud you muſt quickly go 
; Fo ſtory'd ghoſts, and Pluto's houſe below. 


Pallida mors æ uo pulſat pede pauperum tabernas 
Regumgue Fr O beate . e e 


NY HEN I am in a ſerious humour, I very often 
V walk by myſelf in Weſtminſter-Abbey; where 
the gloomineſs of the place, and the uſe to which it is 
applied, with the ſolemnity of the building, and the 
| condition of the people who lie in it, ate apt to fill the 
mind with a kind of melancholy, or rather thoughtful- 
neſs, that is not difagreeable. I yeſterday pafſed a 
whole afternoon in the church-vard, the cloiſters, 
and the church, amuſing myſelf with the tomb-ſtones 
and inſcriptions that I met with in thoſe ſeveral 
regions of the dead. Moſt of them reeorded no» 
thing elſe of the buried perſon, but that he was born 
upon one day, and died upon another: the whole hiſtory 
of his life being comprebendec in thoſe two circum- 


ſtances, that are common to all mankind. I could not 
but look upon theſe regiſters of exiſtence, whether i 
braſs or marble, as a kind of ſatire upon the departed 
perſons ; who had left no other memorial of them, but 
that they were born and that they died, They put mc in 
mind of ſeveral perſons mentioned in the battles of heroic 

„ | 5 poems, 


yoo , 7 
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poems, who have ſounding names given them, for no 


other reaſon but that they may be killed, and are cele- 


"rated for nothing but being Kagcked on the head. 


Dead, Te MeDbla r O. Hon. 
Glaucumgque, Medontaque, Therfilochumque, Vino. 
Glauces, and Medon, and Thorfilbebus. © 


The life of theſe men is finely deſcribed in Holy Writ. 
by « the Path'ot an Arrow,” which 18 immediately cloſed 


up and loſt. . 

Upon my going into the church, I entertained my- 
ſelf with the digging of a grave; and ſaw in eyery 
ſhovel-full of it that was thrown up, the fragment of 


a bone or ſkull intermixt with a kind of freſh moulder- 


ing earth that ſome time or other had a place in the 


compofition of an human body. Upon this I began to 


conſider with myfelf what innumerable multitudes of 


people lay confuſed together under the pavement of that 
ancient cathedral; how men and women, friends and ene- 
mies, prieſts and ſoldiers, monks and prebendaries, were 
_ crumbled amongſt one another, and blended together 
in the fame common maſs; how beauty, ſtrength, and 
youth, with old-age, weakneſs, and detormity, lay un- 
diſtinguiſhed in the ſame promiſcuous heap of matter. 
Atter having thus ſurveyed this great magazine of 
mortality, as it were in the lump; I examined it more 
particularly by the accaunts which I found on ſeveral 


of the monuments which are raifed in every quarter of 


that ancient fabric. Some of them were covered with 


ſach extravagant epitaphs, that if it were poſſible for 


the dead perſon to be acquainted with them, he would 
bluſh at the praiſes which his friends have beſtowed 


upon him. There are others ſo exceſſively modeſt, that 


they deliver the character of the perſon departed in 
Greek or Hebrew, and by that means are not under- 
ſood once in a twelvemonth. In the poetical quarter, 
1 found there were poets who had no monuments, and 
_ monuments which had no poets. I obſerved indeed that 
the preſent war had filled the church with many ot theſe 


E 6 uninhabited 
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uninhabited monuments, which had been erected to 


the memory of perſons whoſe bodies were perhaps 
buried in the plains! of Blenheim, or in the boſom. of 


the oe in. 


] could not but be very much delighted: with ſeven 


modern epitaphs, which are written with great elegance 
of cube 

honour to the living as well as to the dead. As a 
_ toreigner is very apt to -conceive, an idea of the igno- 
rance or politeneſs of a nation from the. turn of their 
public monuments and inſcriptions, they ſhould be ſub- 
mitted to the peruſal of men of learning and: genius be- 


fore they are put in execution. Sir Cloudeſſy Shovel's. 


monument has very. often. given me great offence ; in- 
| ſtead of the brave rough Sag admiral, which , was 


the diſtingutſhing character of that plain. gallant man, 
he is repreſented on his tomb by the figure of a beau, 


dreſſed in a long perriwig, and repoſing himſelf upon 


velvet cuſhions under a canopy of ſtate, The inſcrip- 


tion is anſwerable to the monument; for inſtead of 


celebrating the many remarkable actions he had per- 


formed in the ſervice of his country, it acquaints us 


only with the manner of his death, in which it was 
impoſſible for him to reap any honour, The Dutch, 
whom we are apt to deipiſe for want of genius, ſhew 
an infinitely greater taſte of antiquity and politeneſs in 
their buildings, and works of this nature, than what. 
we meet with in thoſe of our own country, The monu- 
ments of their admirals, which have been erected at the 
public expence, repreſent them like themſelves; and 


are adorned with roſtral crowns and naval ornaments, 
with beautiful feſtoons of ſea- weed, ſhells, and coral. 
But to return to our ſubject. I have left the repo- 


ſitory of our Engliſh kings for the contemplation of 
another day, when I ſhall find my mind difpoſed for 
fo ſerious an amuſement, I know that entertain-- 
ments of this nature are apt to raife dark and diſmal _ 
thoughts in timorous minds, and gloomy imaginations ; 
but for my own part, though I am always ſerious, I 
do not know what it is to be melancholy ; and can 


therefore take a view of nature, in her deep and ſolemn 


e 


on and juſtneſs of thought, therefore do 
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ſcenes, with the ſame pleaſure as in her moſt gay and 
delightful ones, By this means I can improve myſelf with: 
E thoſe objects, which others conſider with terror. When 
El look upon the tombs. of the great, every emotion 
of envy dies in me; when I read the epitaphs of the 
beautiful, every inordinate defire goes out; when I 
meet with the grief of parents upon a tomb-itane, 
my heart melts with compathon ; when TI ſee the tomb 
Jof the parents themſelves, + I conſider the vanity of 
griering for thoſe whom we muſt Wan follow; when 
[ ſee kings lying by thoſe who depoſed thein, hen 
| confider rival wits. placed fide by fide, or the holy 
men that divided the world with their conteſts and 
diſputes, I reflect with ſorrow and aſtoniſhment on the 
itle competitions, factions, and debates of mankind. 
When I read the ſeveral dates of the tumbs, of ſome that 
died yeſterday, and ſome fix hundred years ago, I con- 
nder that great day when we ſhall all of us be contem- 
poraries, and make our appearance together. QC 
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No 27 Saturday, March 31. . _ 
Ut nox longa, quibus mentitur amica, dieſque 3 
Longa videtur opus debentibus ; ut piger annus the 
Pupillis, quos dura premit cigſtodlia matrum : ou 
Sic mihi tarda fluunt ingrataque tempora, que fpem ou 
Confiliumgue morantur agendi gnaviter id, quod ſta 
LE que pauperibus prodef, locuptetibus que ; in fre 
que neglectum pueris ſenibuſque noccbit. 5 
<4 e Hon. Ep. I. i. 20 pa 
„ͤ»;́öß”˙i IN r A. e o 
Long as to him, who works for debt, the day; 5 
Long as the night to her, whoſe love's away; WW «5. 
Long as the year's dull circle: ſeems to run, MW @ 
When the briſk minor pants for twenty-one; _ 7 
So flow th? unprofitable moments roll | 
That lock up all the functions of my foul; _ 
That keep me from myſelf, and fail delay * 
Life's . buſineſs to a future day: :- ha 
That taſk, which as we follow, or deſpiſe, 0 
The eldeſt is a fool, the youngeſt wiſe: pu 
Which done, the pooreſt can no wants endure; * 
And which not done, the richeſt muſt be poor. 455 
5 5 „ Popt. ti 
T HERE is ſcarce a thinking man in the world of 
who is involved in the buſineſs of it, but lives er 
under a ſecret impatience of the hurry and fatigue liv 
he ſuffers, and has formed a reſolution to fix himſel, We 
one time or other, in ſuch a ſtate as is ſuitable to the n0 


end of his being. You hear men every day in conve- 
ſation profeſs that all the honour, power, and riches 
which they propoſe to them (elves, cannot give fatistac: 


tion enough to reward them for half the anxiety the) ck 
_ undergo in the purſuit or poſſeſſion of them. bil hi 
men are in this temper, which happens very trequenth, th 
how inconfiſtent are they with themſelves | They ut in 


wearied with the toil they bear, but cannot ne 
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| hearts to_relinquiſh it; retirement is what they want, 
| but they cannot betake themſeves to it: while they pant 


after ſhade and covert, they ſtill affect to appear in the 
moſt glittering ſeenes of lite; but ſure” this is but Juſt as 


| reaſonable as if a man ſhould call for more lights, when 


he has a mind to go to ſleep. 
Since then it is certain that our own hearts deceive us in 


the love of the world, and that we cannot command 


ourſelves enough to reſign it, though we every day wiſn 


Far th from its allurements; let us not 


ſtand upon a formal taking of leave, but wean ourſelves 
from them, while we are in the midſt of them. 

It is certainly the general intention of the greater 
part of mankind to accompliſh this work, and hve ac- 
cording to their own approbation, as ſoon as they poſ- 
ſibly can; but fince the duration of life is ſo uncertain, 
and that has been a common topic of diſcourſe ever 


| fince there was ſuch a thing as life itſelf, how is it poſ- 


fible that we ſhould deter a moment the beginning to 
live according to the rules of reaſunn? £4 
The man of buſineſs has ever tome one point to carry, 
and then he tells himſelf he'll bid adieu to all the va- 
nity of ambition; the man of pleaſure reſolves to take 
his leave at leaſt, and part civilly with his miſtreſs; but 
the arabitionus man is entangled every moment in a freſh» 
purſuit, and the lover fees new charms in the object he 
tancied he could abandon. It is therefore a fantaſtical 
way of thinking, when we promiſe ourſelves an altera- 
tion in our conduct from change of place, and difference 
of eircumſtances ; the ſame paſſions will attend us where- 
ever we are *till they are conquered ; and we can never 
live to our ſatis faction in the deepeſt retirement, unleſs 
we are capable of living ſo in ſome meaſure amidſt the 
noiſe and bufineſs of the world. N 
I have ever thought men were better known, by 
what could be obſerved of them from a peruſal of their 
ptivate letters, than any other way. My friend the 
clergyman, the other day, upon ſerious diſcourſe with 
him concerning the danger of procraſtination, gave me 
the following letters from perſons with whom he lives 
in great friendſhip and intimacy, according to the good 
oO Re EI CL breeding 
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| breeding and good ſenſe of his character. The fir ;; 


from a man of. buſineſs, who is his convert; the ſecond 
from one of whom he conceives good hopes; the third 


from one who is in no ſlate at all, but carried one Way 


and another by ſtarts. 
SR. 


8 1 KNOW not with what words to expreſs to you 

+ 4 the ſenſe I have of the high obligation you bare | 
laid upon me, in the penance you enjoined me of 
doing ſome good or other to a perſon of worth every 
© day I live. The ſtation I am in furniſhes me with 


+ daily opportunities of this kind; and the noble prin- 


ciple with which you have infpired me, of benevolence 


to all I have to deal with, quickens my application 
in every thing I undertake, When I relieve merit 
from diſcountenance, when J aſſiſt a friendleſs perſon, 
* when I produce concealed worth, I am difpleaſed with 
« myſelf, for W deſignd to leave the world in order 
to be virtuous. 

* which the condition I am in might afford me of en- 


larging your fortunes ; but know I contribute more 


© to your fatisfattion, when I acknowledge I am the 


better man, from the influence and authority you have 


* over, | 

„our moſt obliged and 
* moſt humble ſervant, 
* R. O. 


Sir, 


81 n, 


—Y 1 AM intirely convinced of the truth of what | you 
6 _ 


were pleaſed to ſay to me, when I was laſt with. 
vou alone, You told me then of the lilly way I was 
in; but you told me fo, as I ſaw you loved me, 


© otherwiſe I could not obey your commands in letting 


you know my thoughts ſo ſincerely as I do at preſent. 
„I know the creature for whom TI reſign ſo much et 


4 my character,“ is all that you ſaid of her; but chen the 


« trifler has ſomething in her ſo undeſigning and harmleße, 
©. that her guilt in one kind diſappears by the compariſon 


am ſorry you decline the occaſions 


_ RL _— % . = 
8 - 


- * ** EF. 


a >» a oo a <a > a „ eo eo © Ra - 40a TR [ ae Ace ec 


* * LY 


-. 


* 
— 


duty and my inclination. 


N THE SPECTATOR 113 


of her innocence in another. Will you, virtuous men, 
allow no alteration of offences? Muſt deur Chloe be 
called by the hard name you pious people give to 


common women? 1 Keep the folemn promite 1 


made you in Writing to you the ſtate of my mind, 
after your kind admonition; and will endeavour to 
get the better of this fondneſs, which makes me ſo 
much her humble ſervant, that I am almoſt aſhamed to 
ſubſcribe myſelf yours, i * 
nr} yf Sos ietey: of, « T, D. 


«SIR, 


THERE is no ſtate of life ſo anxious as that of 
a. man who does not live according to the die- 


tates of his own reaſon. It will ſeem odd to you, When 


I aſſure you that my love of retirement firſt of all 


brought me to court; but this will be no riddle, when 


I acquaint you that I placed myſelf here with a de- 


ſign of getting ſo much money as might enable mie to 


purchaſe a handſome retreat in the country; At pre- 


lent my circumſtances enable me, and my E. 7: 


prompts me, to paſs away the remaining part of m 


life in ſuch a retirement as I at firſt propoſed to. 


myſelf; but to my great misfortune J have intirely 
loſt the reltſh of it, and ſhould now return to the 


country with greater reluctance than I at firſt came 


to court, I am ſo unhappy, as to know that what 1 


am fond of ate trifles, and that what I neglect is 


of the greateſt importance: in ſhurt, I find a con- 
telt in my own mind between reaſon and faſhion, I 
remember you once told me, that I might live in the 
world lad out of 1t at the ſame time, Let me beg 


of you to explain this paradox more at large to me, 


that J may conform my lite, if poſſible, both to my 
I I am, ; 


© Your moſt humble ſervant, 


Monday 


R. B. 
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No 28 Monday, April . 


TEE Negue ſemper arcum | RED 
Tendit Apollo. | Foz. Od. II. x, 1g 
Nor does Apollo always bend his bow. 


1 SHALL here preſent my reader with a letter fron 
1 a projector, concerning a new office which he thinks 
may very much contribute to the embelliſhment cf 
the city, and to the driving barbarity out of our ſtreets, 
I conſider it as a ſatire upon projectors in general, and 1 
lively picture of the whole art of modern criticiſm, 
© 92 Us „„ net | 2 
d BSERVING that you have thoughts of creat. 
6 ing certain officers under you, for the inſpection 
of ſevera! petty enormities which you yourſelf can. 
not attend to; and finding daily abſurdities hung out 
$ upon the ſign-poſts of this city, to the great ſcandal 
of foreigners, as well as thoſe of our own country, 
© who are curious ſpectators of the ſame; I do hum 
_ © bly propoſe that 70u would be pleaſed to make me 
« your ſuperintendant of all ſuch figures and devices 
* as are or ſhall be made uſe of on this occaſion; with 
full powers to rectify or expunge whatever I {hall 
find irregular or detective. For want of ſuch an office, 
© there is nothing like found literature and good ſenſe 
* to be met with in thoſe objects, that are every whers 
© thruſting themſelves out to the eye, and endcavouring 
to become viſible. Our ſtreets are filled with blue 
© boars, black ſwans, and red lions ; not to mention fly- 
ing pigs and hogs in armour, with many other cre#- 
© tures more extraordinary than any in the deſerts of 
« Afric. - Strange! that one who has all the birds and 
© beaſts in nature to chooſe out of, ſhould live at the 
V ſign of an Ens Rationis! 1 
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My firſt taſk therefore ſhould be, like that of Her- 
e-cules, to clear the. city from monſters. In the ſecond 


| © place I would forbid, that creatures of jarring and in- 


* congruous natures ſhould be join'd together in the 
© ſame ſign; ſuch as the Bell and the Neat's-tongue, 


the Dog and Gridiron. The Fox and Gooſe may be 
© ſuppoſed to have met, but what has the Fox and Seven 


© Stars to do together? And when did the Lamb and 
© Dolphin ever meet, except upon a fign-poſt ? As for 
the Cat and Fiddle, there is a conceit in it; and there- 
© fore I do not intend. that any thing I have here ſaid 


* ſhould affect it, I muſt however obſerve to you upon 


© this ſubject, that it is uſual for a young tradeſman, at 


the maſter whom he ſerved ; as the huſband, after 
marriage, gives a place to his miſtreſs's arms in bis 
own coat. This I take to have given riſe to many of 


© thoſe abſurdities which are committed over our heads; 
and, as I am informed, firſt occaſioned the three Nung 


and a Hare, which we ee ſo frequently joined toge- 
ther. I would therefore eſtabliſh certain rules, for the 
determining how far one tradeſman may give the fign 
quarter it with his own. : | = 

In the third place, I would enjoin every ſhop to 


wares in which it deals. What can be more incon- 
fiſtent, than to ſee a Bawd at the ſign of the Angel, 
or a Tailor at the Lion? A Cook ſhould not hve 
at the Boot, nor a Shge-maker at the Roaſted Pig ; 
and yet, for want of this regulation, I have ſeen a 
© Goat ſet up before the door of a pertumer, and the 
© French king's head at a ſword-cutler's. | 


An ingenious foreigner obſerves, that ſeveral of 


* thoſe gentlemen who value themſelves upon their fa- 
* mihes, and overlook ſuch as are bred to trade, bear 


the tools of their forefathers in their coats of arms. 
I will not examine how true this is in fact; but. 


though it may not be neceſſary for poſterity thus to 


ſet up the ſign of their forefathers, I think it highly 
2 . tor thoſe who actually profeſs the trade, to ſhew. - 


me ſuch marks of it before their doors, 


his firſt ſetting-up, to add to his own ſign that of 
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of another, and in what caſes he may be allowed io 


make uſe of a ſign which bears ſome affinity to the 
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When the name gives an occaſion for an ingenious 
ſign-poſt, I would likewiſe adviſe the owner to take 
that opportunity of letting the world know who he is. 
It would have been ridiculous for the ingenious Mrs. 
4 | 1 r | 
Salmon to have lived at the ſign of the trout; for 
which reafon ſhe has erected before her houſe the figuie 
of the fiſh that is her name-ſake. Mr. Bell has 1 kcwiſe 
diſtinguiſned himſeif by a device of the ſame nature; 
and here, Sir, I muſt beg leave to obſerve to you, that 
this particular figure ot a bell has given occaſion to 
ſeveral pieces of wit in this kind. A man of your 
reading muſt know, that Abel Drugger gained yreat 
applauſe by it in the time of Ben Jonſon, Our apo» 
crypbal heathen God is alſo repreſented by this figue; 
which, in conjunction with the dragon, makes a very 
handſome picture in ſeveral of our ſtreets. As tor the 


bell ſavage, which is the ſign of a ſavage man ſtanding 


by a bell, 1 was formerly very much puzzled upon the 
conceit of it, till I accidentally tell into the reading of 
an old romance tranſlated out of the French; which 
gives an account of a very beautiful woman who was 
found in a wilderneſs, and is called in the French, La 
belle Sauvage; and 1s every where tranflated by our 
countrymen the Bell-Savage. This piece of philoſo- 


phy will, I hope, convince you that L have made ſign- 


poſts my ſtudy, and conſequently qualified my ſelf tor 
the employment which I ſolicit at your hands. But 
before I conclude my letter, I muſt communicate to 


ou another remark which I have made upon the ſub- 


ject with which I am now entertaining you, namely, 
that I can give a ſhrewd gueſs at the humour ot the 
inhabitant by the fign that hangs before his door. A, 
ſurly choleric fellow generally makes choice of a bear; 


as. men of milder diſpoſitions frequently live at the 


lamb. Seeing a punch-bowl painted upon a ſign near, 
Charing-Croſs, and very curiouſly garniſhed, with a 
couple of angels hovering over it and ſqueezing a le- 
mon into it, 1 had the curioſity to aſk after the maſter 
of the houle, and found, upon inquiry, as J had guciied 


by the little agremers upon his fign, that he was a 


Frenchman. 1 know, Sir, it is not requiſite for me 
to enlarge upon theſe hints to a geutleman of your, 
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great abilities; ſo humbly recommending myſelf te 
Jae favou⁰ 100 patronage, 
| I remain, &c.“ 


1 ſhall add to | the foregoing letter, anther w hich came 
to me oF the ſame PRI | 


* From wy own apartment near Charge Looks 


527 11 Sir, 


AVING heard that this nation is a great encou- 
6. rager of ingenuity, I have brought with me a 
rope- dancer that was caught in one of the woods be- 
© longing to the Great Mogul. He is by birth a mon- 


:< key ; but ſwings upon a rope, takes N ot tobacco, 


© and drinks a glaſs of ale, like any reaſonable creature. 


© He gives great ſatisfaction to the quality; and if 


„they will make a ſubſcription for him, I will fend for 
© a brother of his out of Holland that is a very good 
© tumbler; and alſo for another of the ſame family 


whom I delign for my Merry-Andrew, as being an ex- 


cellent mimic, and the greateſt droll in the country 
© where he now is. I hope to have this entertainment 
© in a readineſs for the next winter; and doubt not but 


E © it will pleate more tkan the opera or puppet- now. J 
+ will not fay that a monkey is a better man than ſome 


of the opera-heroes; but certaip)y he is a better repre- 


| « ſentative of a man, than the moſt artificial compoſuion 


of wood and wire. If you will be pleaſed ro give me 


| 4 a good word in your paper, you ſhall be Every "vight a 


2 ſpectator at my thow jor nothing. 


q I am, &, . 


Tueſd. y, 
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F ermo lingud concinnmus utraque 
Suavior ; ut Chia nota ſi commifta Falerni eff. 


| Hon. Sat. I. 2. 23. | 


Both tongues united ſweeter ſounds produce, 
Like Chian mix'd with the Falernian juice. 


K is HERE is nothing that has more ſtartled our Eng- 


liſh audience, than the Italian Recitativo at its firſt 


entrance upon the ſtage. People were wonderfully ſur- 
priſed to hear generals finging the word of command, 
and ladies delivering meflages in muſic, Our covntry- 


men could uot forbear laughing when they heard a lover 


chanting out a billet-doux, and even the ſuperſcription of 
a letter ſet to a tune. The famous blunder in an old 
play of © Enter a king and two fiddlers folus,” was now 
no longer an abſurdity; when it was impoſſible for a hero 
in a deſert, or a princeſs in her cloſet, to ſpeak any thing 


umccompanied with mufical inſtruments. 


But however this Italian method of acting in Recita- 


tivo might appear at firſt hearing, I cannot but think it 


much more juſt than that which prevailed in our Engliſh 


opera before this innovation; the tranſition from an air 
to recitative muſic being more natural, than the pafling 
from a ſong to plain and ordinary ſpeaking, which was 
the common method in Purcell's operas  _ 


The only fault I find in our preſent practice is the 


making uſe of the Italian Recitativo with Engliſh 
To go to the bottom of this matter, I muſt obſerve, 

that the tone, or, as the French call it, the accent of 

every nation in their ordinary ſpeech is altogether dif- 


ferent from that of every other people; as we may ſee 
even in the Welſh and Scotch, who border ſo near upon 


us. 
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ation of each particular word, but the found of the 
hole ſentences Thus it is very common for an Engliſh 
nleman, when he hears a French tragedy, to complain 


e he very wiſely prefers his own countrymen, not con- 

tering that a foreigner complains of the tame tone in an 
gliſh actor. 3 - | 

For this reaſon, the recitative muſic, in every language, 

ould be as different as the tone or accent of each lan- 


Page; for otherwiſe, what may properly expreſs a paſ- 


In in one language, will not do it in another. Every 


e cadences in the Recitativo bear a remote affinity to 
e tone of their voices in ordinary. converſation, or, to 


xeak more properly, are only the accents of their lan- 
age made more muſical and tuneful. | 

Thus the notes of interrogation, or admiration, in the 
heir accents in diſcourſe on ſuch occaſions, are not un- 
ke the ordinarv tones of an Engliſh voice when we are 
Kory ; inſomuch that i have often ſeen our audiences 


lage, and expecting to ſee the hero knock down his meſ- 
nger, when he has been aſking him a queſtion ; or 


bids him good-morrow. 


nd thinking his tunes ſo wonderfully adapted to his 
inc patſhons by the ſame ſounds, 


»npoſer ſhould not follow the Italian recitative too ſer- 
icy, but make ute of many gentle deviations from it, 


In ordinary converſatlion, have the ſan: regard to 


theirs 


By the tone or accent, I do not mean the pronun- 


at the actors of all them ſpeak in a tone; and there- 


ne who has been long in Italy knows very well, that 


talian muſic, if one may fo call them, which reſemble. 


xtremely miſtaken as to what his been doing upon the 


ancying that he quarrels with his friend, when he only 


For this reaſon the Italian artiſts cannot agree with our 
agliſn muſicians, in admiring Purcell's compoſitions, 


ords ; becauſe both nations do not always expreſs the 
Jam theretote humbly of opinion, that an Engliſh 
1 compliance wen his own native language, He may 
op7 out of it «il he lulling ſoftneſs and Dying Falls, as 
dnakeſpear call. them, but ſhould ſtill remember that 
e ought to accommodate himſelf to an Ungliſn au- 


ence; and by humouring the tone of our voices 


de accent of his own language, as thoſe perſons had to 


mak we — 
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theirs whom he profeſſes to imitate. It is obſerved iu 
ſeveral of the ſinging birds of our own country len 
to ſweeten their voices, and mellow the harſhnek; g 
their natural notes, by practifing under thoſe that Cine 
from warmer climates. In the fame manner I would. 
low the Italian opera to lend our Engliſh muſic 3 
much as may grace and ſoften it, but never intirely 
aunihilate and deſtroy it. Let the infuſion be as ſho 
as you pleaſe, but ſtill let the ſubject-matter of it þ 
Engliſn. „ „ | 
A compoſer ſhould fit his muſic to the genius of the 
people, aud conſider that the delicacy of hearing, af 
taſte of harmony, has been formed upon thoſe found 
which every country abounds with: in ſhort, that muſe 
is of a relative nature, and what is harmony to one ea, 
may be diſſonnace to another, | | 
The ſame obſervations which I have made upon the 
recitative part of muſic, may be applied to all our ſong 
and airs in general. ) 
Signior Baptiſt Lully acted like a man of ſenſe in thi 
particular. He found the French mufic extremely de. 
fective and very often barbarous: however, knowing dt 
genius of the people, the humour of their language, 
and the prejudiced cars: he had to deal with, he did not 
pretend to extirpate the French muſic andpkint the Trl 
in its ſtead; but only to cultivate and civilize it with 
innumerable graces and modulations which he borrow' 
from the Italian. By this means, the French muſic | 


nao perfect in its kind; and when you fay it is not < 


good as the Italian, you only mean that it does not plciſe 
you fo well; for there is ſcarce a Frenchman who wol 
not wonder to hear you give the Italian ſuch a preter: 
ence, The muſic of the French is indeed very pro- 
perly adapted to their pronunciation and accent, as the! 
whole opera wonderfully favours the genius of ſuch 4g 
_ airy people. The chorus in which that opera abounds 
gives the parterre frequent opporttinities of joining if 
concert with the fiage. This inclination of the aud: 
ence 10 ſing along with the actors, ſo prevajls wit! 
them, that I have ſometimes known the perſorwer en 
the nage do no more in a celebrated fon, than ie 
elerk of a puriſh- church, who tex ves only to rattle fig 
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pſalm, and is afterwards drowned in the muſic of the 
congregation. Every actor that comes on the ſtage is a 


5 0 | a . : 
vis beau, The queens and heroines are ſo painted, that 
da they appear as ruddy and cherry-cheek'd as milk- maids. 
W The ſhepherds are all embroider'd, and acquit themſelves 


in a ball better than our Engliſh dancing-maſters. I 
have ſeen a couple of rivers appear in red ſtockings; 
and Alpheus, inſtead of having his head covered with 
ſedge and bull-ruſhes, making love in a fair full-bottomed 


50 
Tong 


t de 


* the rriwig, and a | pun of feathers; but with a voice fo 
and ull of ſhakes and quavers, that I ſhould have thought 
nk the murmurs of a country brook the much more agree» 
nuke able muſic, | | | | 
Th | Iremember the laſt opera I ſaw in that merry nation, 
was the rape of Proſerpine, where Pluto, to make the 
ute more tempting figure, put himſelf in a French equipage, 


ſon; I and brings Afcalaphus along with him as his Valet de 
Chambre. This is what we call folly and impertinence 
1 thi but what the French look upon as gay and polite, 


1 I ſhall add no more to what I have here offered, than 
We the that muſie, architecture, and painting, as well as poetry” 
wage, aud oratory, are to deduce their laws and rules from the 


d no general ſenſe and taſte of mankind, and not from the 
rin WI principles of thoſe arts themſelves : or in other worde, 
the taſte is not to conform to the art, hut the art to the 


with 
on talte. Muſic is not deſigned to pleaſe only chromatic 
fic z eus, but all that are capable of diſtinguiſhing harth from 
dot I #fagreeable notes. A man of an ordinary ear is a judge 

piece whether a paſſion is expreſſed in proper ſounds, and whe- 

would ih ther the melody of thoſe ſounds be more or leſs pleaſ- 
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| . | : It 
Si, Mimnermus uti cenſet, fine amore jociſque | : 
i Ni et jucundum; vivas in amore jocifſques _ 4 
Wo | 3 . Hon. Ep. I. vi. 56. i 
| If nothing, as Mimnermus ftrives to prove, 10 
Can Cer be pleaſant without wanton love, m 
Then live in wanton love, thy ſports purſue. 7 
| . i *: 4 5 1. 
| Or common calamity makes men extremely affect 1 
each other, though they differ in every other par- p! 
ticular. The paſſion of love is the moſt general con- W 
cern among men; and I am glad to hear by my laſt u 
advices from Oxford, that there are a ſet of ſighers in 1 
that univerſity, who have erected themſelves into a ſo- d 
ciety, in honour of that tender paſſion. Theſe gentle- Re 
men are of that fort of inamoratos, who are not fo I” 
very much loſt to common ſenſe, but that they under- * 
ſtand the folly they are guilty of; and for that reaſen . 7; 
ſeparate themſelves from all other company, becauſe they WM +; 
will enjoy the pleaſure of talking incoherently, without * 
being ridiculous to any but each other. When a man L 
comes into the club, he is not obliged to make any il 
introduction to his diſcourſe, but at once, as he is ſeat- 4 
ing himſelf in his chair, ſpeaks in the thread of his * 
own thoughts, She gave me a very obliging glance, tl 
„ ſhe never looked fo well in her life as this evening; i! 
or the like reflection, without regard to any other mem- 10 
ber of the ſociety; for in this aſſembly they do not meet i 
to talk to each other, but every man claims the full k 
liberty of talking to himſelf, Inſtead of ſnuti-boxes af 
and canes, which are uſual helps to diſcourſe with other h 
young fellows, theſe have each ſome piece of ribbon, t 


a broken fan, or an old girdle, which they play with 
while they talk of the fair perſon remembered by cact 
 1eſprRive token. According to the repreſentation ot 
the matter from my letters, the company appear like 
- g 
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ſo many players rehearſing behind the ſcenes; one is 


ſighing and lamenting his deſtiny in beſeeching terms, 
another declaring he will break his chain, and another 
in dumb-ſhow ſtriving to expreſs his paſſion by his 
geſture, It is very ordinary in the aſſembly for one of 


a ſudden to riſe and make a diſcourſe concerning his 


aſſion in general, and deſcribe the temper of his mind 
in ſuch a manner, as that the whole company ſhall join 
in the deſcription, and feel the force of it. In this caſe, 
if any man has declared the violence of his flame in 
more pathetic terms, he is made preſident for that night, 
out of reſpect to his ſuperior paſſion, | 

We had ſome years ago in this town a ſet of people 
who met and dreſſed like lovers, and were diſtinguiſhed 
by the name of the Fringe-glove Club; but they were 
perſons of ſuch moderate intellects, even before they 
were impaired by their paſſion, that their irregularities 
eould not furniſh ſufficient variety of folly to afford daily 
new impertinencies; by which means that inſtitution 
dropped. Theſe fellows could expreſs their paſſion in 
nothing but their dreſs ; but the Oxonians are phantaſti- 


cal now they are lovers, in proportion to their learning 


and underſtanding before they became ſuch, The thoughts 


of the ancient poets on this agreeable phrenzy, are 
tranſlated in honour of ſome modern beauty; and Chloris 


1s won to-day by the fame compliment that was made to 


Leſbia a thouſand years ago. But as far as I can learn, 


the patron of the club is the renowned Don Quixote. 
The adventures of that gentle knight are frequently men- 
tioned 1n the ſociety, under the colour of laughing at 
the paſſion and themſelves ; but at the ſame time, tho? 
they are ſenſible of the extravagances of that unhappy 
warrior, they do not obſerve, that to turn all the read- 
ing of the beſt and wiſeſt wiitings into rhapſodies of 
love, is a phrenzy no leſs diverting than that of the 
aforeſaid accompliſhed Spaniard, A gentleman who, I 
hope, will continue his correſpondence, is lately admit- 
ted into the fraternity, and ſent me the following letter, 


%% Io. 
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INCE I find you take notice of clubs, I beg leave 

to give you an accotnt of one in Oxford, which 
you have no where mentioned, ahd perbaps never 
heard of, We diſtinguiſh ourſelves by the title of 
the Amorous Club, are all votaries of Cupid, and 
admirers of the fair ſex. The reaſon that we are 6 
little known in the world, is the ſecrecy which we are 
obliged to live under in the univerſity. Our conſt. 
tution runs counter to that of the place wherein we 
live; for in love there are no doctors, and we all 
prote(s ſo high paſſion, that we admit of no graduates 
in it. Our preſidentſhip is beſtowed according to the 
dignity of pafſion; our number is unlimited; and our 
ſtatutes are like thoſe of the Druids, recorded in our 
own breaſts only, and explained by the majority of the 
company. A miſtreſs, and a poem in her praiſe, will 
introduce any candidate; without the latter no one can 
be admitted; for he that is not in love enough to 
rhyme, is unqualified for our ſociety. To ſpeak dif- 
reſpectfully of any woman is expulſion ſrom our gentle 
ſociety. As we are at preſent all of us gown-men, 
© inſtead of duelling when we are rivals, we drink to- 
_ © gether the health of our wiſtreſs, The manner of 
doing this ſometimes indeed creates debates ; on ſuch 
© occations we have recourſe to the rules of love among 
© the ancients. 3 . | 
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Naevia ſex cyathis, ſeptem Tuſtina bibatur 

| „% vn Marr, Epig. i. 52, 

Six cups to Naevia, to Juſtina ſeven. 
© This method of a glaſs to every letter of her name, 
« occaſioned the other night a diſpute of ſome warvitl, 
A young ſtudent, who is in love with Mrs. Elizabeth 
© Dimple, was fo unreaſonable as to begin her health 
© under the name of Elizabetha; which ſo exaſperated 
© the club, that by common conſent we retrenched it to 
Betty. We look upon a man as no company, that 


does not figh tive times in a quarter of an hour; and lo 
« upon a member as very abſurd, that is ſo much 


* hiuwol as to make a direct aulwer to a 9 2 
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© In fine, the whole aſſembly is made up of abſent men, 
+ that is, of fuch perſons as have loſt their locality, 
| * and whoſe minds and bodies never keep company 
© with one another. As I am an unfortunate member 


© of this diſtracted ſociety, you cannot expect a very 
| regular account of it; for which reaſon, I hope 0% 
will pardon me that I fo abruptly ſubſeribe myſelt, 

. VVV | 

. * Your moſt obedient humble ſervant; 
l | | EI 
, © forgot to tell you, that Albina, who has ſix vo- 
x * taries in this club, is one of your readers,% _ 

e Res W 1 
ll EEE 
o WW N* 31s Thurſday, April 5. 

ul Sit mihi fas audita loqui =——_—_ 5 
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What I have heard, permit me to relate, 
AST night, upon my going into a coffee-houſe - 
not far from the Hay-market theatre, I diverted 
myſelf tor above half an hour with over-hearing the 
diſcourſe of one, who, by the ſhabbineſs of his dreſs, 
the extravagance of his conceptions, and the hurry of 
his ſpeech, I diſcovered to be of that ſpecies who are 


Ne, generally diſtinguiſhed by the title of proje&tors. This 
tt, gentleman, for I found he was treated ' as ſuch by his 
eth audience, was entertaining a whole table of liſteners 
uh vim the project of an opera, which he told us had not 
ted coft him above two or three mornings in the coutrivance, 
A. and which he was ready to put in execution, provided 
bat ke might find his account in it. He faid, that he 
00k . had obſerved the great trouble and inconvenience which 
uch ladies were at, in travelling up and down to the ſeveral 


bons that are exhibited in different quarters of tho 
5 | 1 town. 
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town. The dancing monkies are in one place; the 
puppet-ſhow in another; the opera in a third; not to 
mention the lions, that are almoſt a whole day's jour: 
ney from the politer part of the town. By this means 
people of figure are: forced to loſe half the winter after 
their coming to town; before they have ſeen all the 
ſtrange fights about it. In order to remedy this great 
inconvenience, our projector drew out of his pocket 
the ſcheme of an opera, entitled, The Expedition 
© of Alexander the Great;” in which he had diſpoſed 
all the remarkable ſhows about town among the ſcenes 
and decorations of his piece. The thought, he con- 
tetled, was not originally his own, but that he had 
taken the hint of it from ſeveral performances which 
he had ſeen upon our itage ; in one of which there was 
a rarce-ſhow ; in another, a ladder-dance ; and in others 
4 poſture-man, a moving picture, with many cunolitic 
of the like nature. | **UVUi!; 
This Expedition of Alexander opens with bis con- 
ſulting the Oracle at Delphos, in which the dumb con- 
jurer, who has been viſited by ſo many perſons of quz- 
lity of late years, is to be introduced as telling him 
his fortune ; at the ſame time Clinch of Barnet 1s repre- 
ſented in another corner of the temple, as ringing the 
bells of Delphos, for joy of his arrival. The tent of 
Darius is to be peopled by the ingenious Mrs. Salmon, 
where Alexander is to fall in love with a piece of wat 
work, that repreſents the beautiful Statira, When Alex- 
ander comes into that country in which Quintus Cur- 
tius tells us the dogs were ſo exceeding fierce that they 
would not lofe their hold,tho' they were cut to pieces limb 
by limb, and that they would hang upon their prey by their 
teeth when they had nothing but a mouth left, there is to 
be a ſcene of Hockley in the Hole, in which is to be 
:epreienred all the diverſions of that place, the Bull-bat- 
ing only excepted, which cannot poſſibly be exhibited 
in the theatre, by reaſon of the lowneſs of the roof. The 
ſeveral woods in Aſia, which Alexander muſt be ſup- 
po ed to paſs through, will give the audience a fight 0! 
monki-3 dancing upon ropes, with many other pleafan- 
tries of that ludicrous ſpecies. At the ſame time, 1t ther? 
chance to- be tiny ſtrange animals in town, hae 
| EW goo Co Od at ot 110 
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birds or beaſts, they may be either let looſe among the 
woods, or driven acroſs the ſtage by fome of the coun- 
try people of Aſia. In the laſt great battle, Pinketh- 
man is to perſonate king Porus upon an elephant, and 
is to be encountered by Powell, repreſenting Alexander 
the Great, upon a dromedary, which nevertheleſs Mr. 
Powell is defired to cail by the name of Bucephalus. 
Upon the cloſe of this great deciſive battle, when the 
kings are thoroughly reconciled, to ſhew the mutual 
friendſhip and good correſpondence that, reigns between 
them, they both of them go together to a puppet-ſhow, 
in which the ingenious Mr. Powell, junior, may have 
an opportunity of diſplaying his whole art of machi- 
nery, for the diverſion of the two monarchs. Soine at 
the table urged, the puppet-ſhow was not a ſuitable 
entertainment for Alexander the Great; and that it 
might he introduced more properly, it we ſuppoſe the 
conqueror touched upon that part of India which is ſaid 
to be inhabited by the pygmies. But this objection was 
looked upon as frivolous, and the propoſal immediately 


over-ruled. Our projector further added, that after the 


reconciliation of thele wo kings they might invite one 


another to dinner, and either of them entertain his gueſt” 


with the German artift, Mr. Pinkethman's heathen gods, 
or any of the like diverſions, which ſhall then chance 
to be in vogue. 88 Cr nnne 

This project was received with very great applauſe by 
the whole table. Upon which the undertaker told us, 
that he had not yet communicated to us above half his: 
deſign; for that Alexander being a Greek, it was his 
intention that the whole opera ſhould be acted in that lau- 
guage, which was a tongue he was ſure would. wonder- 
kuily pleaſe the ladies, eſpecially when it was a little. 
raſed and rounded by the Tonic dialect; and could not 
but be acceptable to the whole audience, becauſe there 
are fewer of them who underitand Greek than Italian. 
The only difficulty that remained, was how to get per- 


tormers, unleſs we could perſuade ſom* | -utlemen of 


the Univerſities to learn to fing, in der to quality 
themſclves for the tage ; but this objeCtivn ſoon vanitaed- 
when the projector informed us that the Greeks were 
at preſent the only muſicians in the Turkiſh empire, 
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and that it would be very eaſy for our factory at Smyrna 
to furnifſr us every year with a colony of muſicians, by 


the opportunity of the Turkey fleet; beſides, ſays he, 


it we want any ſingle voice for any lower part in the 
opera, Lawrence can learn to ſpeak Greek, as well as 


he does Italian, in a fortnight's time. 


The projector having thus ſettled matters, to the good 
hiking of all that heard him, he left his ſeat at the table 
and planted himſelf before the fire, where I had un- 
luckily taken my ſtand for the convenience of over- 
hearing what he ſaid, Whether he had obſerved me to 
be more attentive than ordinary, I cannot tell, but he 
had not ſtood by me above a quarter of a minute, but 
he turned ſhort upon me on a fudden, and catching me 
by a button of my coat, attacked me very abruptly after 
the following manner, Belides, Sir, I have heard of 
a very extraordinary genius for muſic that lives in Swit- 


zerland, who has fo ſtrong a ſpring in his fingers, that 
he can wake the board of an organ found like a drum, 


and if I could but procure. a ſubſcriprion of about ten 
thouſand pound every winter, I would undeitake to fetch 


him over, and oblige him by articles to ſet every thing 


that ſhould be ſung upon the Engliſh ſtage. After this 


he looked full in my face, expecting I would make an 


anſwer; when by good luck, a gentleman that had en- 


te red the coffee-houſe frnce the projector applied himſelf. 


to me, hearing him talk of his Swiſs compoſitions, cry'd 
out with a kind of laugh, Is our muſic then to receive 


tarther improvements from Switzerland? This alarmed. 


the projector, who immediately let go my button, and 
turned about to anſwer him. I took the opportunity 
of the diverfion which ſeemed to be made in favour of 


me, and laying down my penny upon the bar, — 


with ſome preciptation. 
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NI 11¹ larvd * tragicts. opus ee Cothurnts, 
Ho R. Sat. I. v. 64. 


He wants no tragic vizor to increaſe 
His natural detormity ot tace, 


THE late diſcourſe concerning the ſtatutes of the 
Ugly Club, having been ſo well received at Oxford, 
that, contrary to the ſtrict rules of the ſociety, the y hive 
been fo partial as to take my own teltimoniul, and nat it 
me into that ſelect body; I could not reitrain the e 
of publiſhing to the world the honour which is done in, 
It is no ſmall ſatis faction, that I have given on [or 
the preſident's ſhewing both his invention. and reading to 


ſuch advantage as my correſpondent reports lic Ind: but 


it is not to be doubted there were many v. Ty prop 
bums and pauſes in his harangue, which loſe their wi 50 
veſs in the narration, and which my conefporitent, beg 

ng his pardon, has no very good talent ut reprefentin. 
f very much approve of the contempt the tociety 114 ; of 
beauty: nothing ought. to be laudable in a mn, In eh 
his will is not concerned; theretore our ſociety can iel. 
bw nature, and where ſhe has thought tit, as it wer ec to. 
mock herſelf, we can. do ſo too, and be merry u 85 u the 
oecalion. 


« Mr. SPECTATOR) 
Vun making public the late trouble T gave you, 


you: will find to have been the occation ©! 
© Who Hould 1 meet at the cotlce. -houie door oh 


1 il , ”© 
4% 
of 


111 


2 what had pleaſed him; and as Gon 4s ke ba: alf 5 25 


1118 


; eye upon me, © Oho, Doctor, rare news trom L on. 
bs don, ſays he; the SPECTATOR has made bog ut 
mention of the club (man) and publiſhed to the * 

% his lincere deſire to be a member, ith a reve me 
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© mendatory deſcription. of his phiz; and tho? our con- 
« ſtitution bas made no particular previſion for ſhort 
% faces, yet, his being an extraordinary caſe, I beliere 
« we ſhall find an hole for him to creep in at; for ] 
„ aflure you he is not againſt the canon; and if his 
& ſides are as compact as his joles, he need not diſguiſe 
“% himſelf, to make one of us.“ I preſently called for 
* the paper, to ſee how you looked in print; and after 
due had regaled ourſelves a while upon the pleaſant 
image of our proſelyte, Mr. Prefident told me I ſhould 
be his ſtranger at the next night's. club: where we 
* were no fooner come, and pipes brought, but Mr, Pre. 
* ficient began an harangue upon your introduction to 
* my epiſtle, ſetting forth with no leſs volubility of 
* ſpcech than ſtrength of reaſon, That a ſpeculation 
„ of this nature was what had been long and much 
„% wanted; and that he doubted not but it would be of 
% ineſtimable value to the public, in reconciling even of 
bodies and ſouls: in compoſing and quieting the 
„ minds of men under 6 defi- 

„ ecicncies, and jirregularities whatſoever; and making 
« every one fit down content in his own carcaſe, though 
it were not perhaps ſo mathematically put together as 
« he could with,” And again, “Ho that for want of 
a due conlideration of what you firſt advance, viz. 
that our {aces are not of our own chooſing, people had 

been tranſported beyond all good-breeding, and hur- 

„ ried themſelves into unaccountable and fatal extrava- 

«© gances: as, how many impartial looking-glaſſes had 

« been cenſured and calumniated, nay, and ſometimes 

« ſhivered into ten thouſand ſplinters, only for a fair re- 

„ preſentation of the truth? how many headſtrings and 
_ * garters had been made acecſſary, and actually foriene, 
only becauſe folks mult needs quarrel with their own 
„ thadows? And who, continues he, but is deeply ſenfi- 

* ble, that one great ſource of the uncaſineſs and miicry 

of human }ite, eſpecially amongſt thoſe of diſtinction, 
* ariſes rom nothing in the world elſe, but too fevere a 
«< conemplatiion of an indefeaſible contexture of our ex- 
* ternal parts, or certain natural and invincible diſpolt- 

„ tions to be fat or lean? When a little more of Mt. 

„ SpECTAITOE's philoſophy would take off all this; ars 

5 | | | 65 13 
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in the mean time let them obſerve, that there's not one 
« of their grievances of this fort, but perhaps, in ſome 
« ages of the world, has been highly in vogue; and may 

« be ſo again; nay, in ſome country or other, ten to 
« one is ſo at this day. My Lady Ample is the moit 
& miſerable woman in the world, purely of her own 
% making; ſhe even grudges herſelf meat and drink, for” 
& fear ſhe ſonld thrive. by them; and is conſtantly cry- 
« ing out, In a quarter of a year more I ſhall be quite 
« out of all manner of ſhape L Now the lady's: mis for- 
„ tune feems to be only this, that ſhe is planted in a 
„ wrong ſo'l; for, go but t'other ſide of the water, it's 
n jeſt at Harlem to talk of a ſhape under eighteen 
« ſtone. Theſe wiſe traders regulate their beauties as 
« they do their butter, by the pound; and Miſs Croſe, 
«when ſhe firſt arrived in the Low-Countries, was not” 
% computed to be fo handſome as Madam Van Briſket” 
% by near halt a tun. On the other hand, there's ſquire- 
© Lath, a proper gentleman of fitteen hundred pounds 
per annum, as well as of an unblameable life and con- 

«* yerfation ; yet would not I be the eſquire for half his 
+ eſtate 3. for if it was as much more he'd freely part 
« with it all for a pair of legs to his mind: whereas in: 
the reign of our firſt king Edward of ae memory, 
* nothing more modiſh than a brace of your fine taper- 
« ſupporters ; and his majeſty, without an inch of calf, . 
% managed affairs in peace and war as laudably. as the- 
„ braveſt and moſt politic of his anceſtors ; and was as 
terrible to his neighbours under the royal name of 
“ Long-ſhanks, as Cœur de Lion to the Saracens before 
« him. If we look farther back into hiſtory, we ſhall* 

find that Alexander the Great wore his head a little 
over the left ſhoulder; and then not a ſoul ſtirred out 
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« backs of the nation; and high ſhoulders, as well as 
high noſes, were the top of the faſhion. | But to come 
& to ourſelves, gentlemen, tho' I find by my quinquen- 
% njal obſervations, that we ſhall never get ladies enough 
to make & party in our own. country, yet might we 
«© meet with better ſucceſs among ſome of our allies, 
% And What think you if our board ſat for a Dutch 
„ piece ? Truly I am of opinion, that as odd as we ap- 
„ pear in fleſn and blood, we ſhould be no ſuch ſtrange 
« things in metze- tinto. But this project may reſt till 
« our number is complete; and this being our election 
% night, give me leave to propole Mr. SPECTATOR, 
Vou ſee his inclinations, and perhaps we may not have 
« his fellow.“ „ Ph COT bins | 

I found moſt of them (as is uſual in all ſuch caſes) 
* were prepared; but one of the ſeniors (whom by the 
* by Mr. Preſident had taken all this pains to bring 
* over) ſat ſtill, and cocking his chin, which ſeemed 
© only to be levelled at his noſe, very gravely declared, 
% That in caſe he had had ſufficient knowledge of you, 
© no man ſhould have been more willing to have ſerved 
% vou; but that he, for his part, had always had ie- 
* gard to his own conſcience, as well as other people's 
merit; and he did not know but that you might be a 
„ handſome fellow; for as for your own certificate, it 
„% was every body's buſineſs to ſpeak for themſelves.” 
Mr. Pieſident immediately retorted,” © A handſome 
fellow! why he is a wit, Sir, and you know the pro- 
4 verb;” and to eaſe the old gentleman of bis ſcruples, 
& cried, © That for matter of merit it was all one, you 
„% might wear a maſk.” This threw him into a pauſe, 
and he looked deſirous of three days to conſider on it; 
but Mr. Preſident improved the thought, and followed 
© him up with an old ſtory, „That wits were privileged 
to wear what maſks they pleated in all ages; and that 
« a vizard had been the contiant crown of their labours, 
« which was generally preſented them by the hand of 
« ſome ſatyr, and ſometimes of Apollo himſelf:“ For 
the truth of which ke appealed to the frontiſpiece of 
« ſeveral books, and particularly to the Engliſh Juvenal, 
to which ke relerred him; and only added; e 
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« ſuch authors were the Larvati, or Larva donati of the 
« gncients.? This cleared up all, and in the conclu- 
ſion you were choſe probationer: and Mr, Preſident 
put round your health as ſuch, proteſting, “ That 

« though indeed he talked of a vizard, he did not be- 
« lieve all the while you had any more occaſion for it 
« 'than- the cat- a- mountain;“ ſo that all you have to 
do now is to pay your fees, which here are very rea- 

© ſonable, if you are not impoſed upon: and you may 
«© fhle yourſelf Informis Societatis Socius: which I am. 
© deſired to acquaint you with; and upon the fame 1 beg 


+ you to accept of the congratulation of, 


3 
8 © Your obliged humble ſervant, 
Mord), | | | 1 
March 214. © As Go | 
— COCEPECT mann, 1 
zz. Saturday, April 7. 1 
Ferwidus tecum puer, & ſolutis | 0 
Gratiz zonis, properenique zvmp bæ, il 
Et parum comis fine te juventas, 7 | j 
Miercuriuſue. „VVV | | 
a Des Hon. Od. I. xxx. 6, Ni 
The graces with their zones unloos'd, | 
The nymphs their beauties all expos'd, 
From every ſpring, and every plain; 
Thy powerful, hot, and winged boy, 
And youth that's dull without thy joy, Fl 
And Mercury compoſe thy train. _Caxrxcin. | 1 


FRIEND of mine has two daughters, whom I 
will call Lætitia and Daphne; the former is one of 

be greateſt beauties of the age in which ſhe lives, the 
latter no way remarkable for any charms in her perſon... 
Upon this one circumſtauce of their outward form, the 
good and ill of their life ſeems to turn, Laetitia bas not, 
tom her very childhood, heard any thing elſe but com- 
e | 5 mcndations 
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mendations of her features and complexion, by which 
means ſhe is no other than nature male her, a yer; 
beautiful out- ſide. The conſeiouſneſs of her charms ha; 
rendered her inſupportably vain and inſolent towards al 
who have to do with her. 5 who was almoſt 
twenty before one civil thing had ever been faid to her, 
found herſelf obliged' to acquire ſome accompliſhments tg 
make up for the want of thoſe attractions which the ſay 
in her ſiſter. Poor Daphne was ſeldom ſubmitted to in 
a debate wherein ſhe was concerned; her diſcourſe had 
nothing to recommend it but the good ſenſe of it, and 
ſhe was always under a neceſſity to have very well con- 
ſidered what ſhe was to ſay before ſhe uttered it; while 
Lætitia was liſtened to with. partiality, and approbation 
fat in tlte countenances of thole ſhe converſed with, he. 
fore ſhe communicated what ſhe had to fay, Theſe 
cauſes have produced ſuitable: effects, and Lztitia is az 
inſipid a companion, as Daphne is an agreeable one, 
Lztitia, confident of favour, has ſtudied no arts to pleaſe; 
Daphne, deſpairing of any inclination. towards her per. 
ſon, has depended only on her merit. Laetitia has al. 
ways ſomething in her air that is ſullen, grave, 4 dl. 

conſolate. Daphne has a countenance that appeats cheat. 
ful, open, an unconcerned. A young gentleman ſay 
Lztitia this winter at a play, and became her eaptire, 
His fortune was ſuch, that he wanted very little intro. 
duction to ſpeak his fentiments to her father, The tore: 
was admitted with the utmoſt freedom juto the famih, 
where a conſtrained behaviour, ſevere looks and diſtant 
civilities, were the higheſt favours he could obtain of 
Lztitia ; while Daphne uſed him with the good-humo, 
familiarity, and innocence of a fitter 5 inſomuch that he 
would often ſay to her, Dear Daphne, wert thou but 
©. as handſome as Lztitia”——She received ſuch han. 
guage with that ingenuous and pleaſing mirth, which s iſ 
natural to a woman without deſign. He ſtill ſigh'd in 
vain for Lætitia, but found certain relief in the agree. 
able converfation of Daphne. At length, heartily red 
with the haughty impertinence of Lætitia, and charwed 
with repeated inſtances of good-humour he had obſerved 
in Daphne, he one day told the latter, that he had fome- 
thing to ſay to her he hoped ſhe would be pleaſed with 


EPS... Faith 
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Faith, Daphne, continued he, I am in love with 
« thee, and deſpiſe thy ſiſter tincerely,” The manner of 
bis declaring himſelf gave his miſtreſs occaſion for a very 
bearty laughter. Nay, ſays he, I knew you would 
laugh at me, but Pil atk your father.“ He did ſo; 
me father received his intelligence with no leſs joy than 
ſurpriſe, and was very glad he had now no care left but 
for his Beauty, which he thought he could carry to mar- 
keit at his leiſure. I do not know any thing that has 
pleaſed me ſo much a great While, as this conqueſt of 
my friend Daphne's. All ber acquaintance congratulate 
ber upon her chanee-mediey, and laugh at that preme- 
ditating murderer her ſiſter. As it is an argument of a 
ght mind, to think the worſe of ourſelves for the im- 
perfections of our perſons, it is equally belom us to value 
ourſelves upon the advantages of them. The female 
© world ſcem to be almoſt incorrigibly gone aſtray in this 
particular; for which reaſon, I ſhall recommend the fol- 
| lowing extract out of a friend's letter to the profeſs c 
beauties, who are a people almoſt as unſufferable as the . 
ptofeſs d witets. e 


E © A FONSIEUR St. Evremond has concluded one of 
1 his effays with affirming, that the laſt ſighs of a 
© handſome woman are not ſo much for the 1ſs of her 
© lite as of her. beauty. Perhaps this raillery is purſued” 


wer „too far, yet it is turned upon a very obvious remark,” 
ih that woman's ſtrongeſt paſſion is for her own beauty, 
© and that ſhe values it as her favourite diſtinction. From 


hence it is that all arts, which pretend to improve or 


bar, + preſerve it, meet with fo general a reception among 
tte che ſex. To ſay nothing of many falſe helps, and 


contraband wares of beauty, which are daily vended in 
this great mart, there is not a maiden gentlewoman of 
a a good family in any country of South-Britain, who 
* has not heard of the virtues of May-dew, or is un- 
furniſhed with ſome receipt or other in favour of her 
* complexion ; and I have known a phyfiecian of learn- 
* Ing and ſenſe, after eight years ſtudy in the univerſity, 
* aud a courſe of travels into molt countries in Europe, 
* owe the ſirſt raifing of his fortunes to a coſmetic wath. 
| + This has given me occaſion to conſider how ſo uni- 
* rerfal a diſpoſition in womankind, which ſprings from 
Ee es mn, a lJaudable 
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= e are the charms of a os when compar\ 


upon an opinion, not altogether groundleſs, that na. 
ſeives, by diſcovering to them the true ſecret and an 


In order to this, before I touch upon it directly, 


That no woman can be lab bs the force f 
| features alone, any more than ſhe can be. may only by 


eaſy to prove, that the true art of aſſiſting beauty con- 


finiſhing what ſhe has lett imperfect, 


a laudable motive, the deſire of pleaſing, and proceeg 


ture may be helped by art, may be turned to their ad. 
vantage, And, methinks, it would be an acceptabe 
ſervice to take them out of the hands of quacks and 
pretenders, and to prevent their impoſing upon them. 


of improving beauty. 


it will be neceſſary to lay down a few preliminay Wi 
maxims, VIZ. 


the help of ſpeech. 
* Thar pride deſtroys. all ſymmetry and grace, and 
atfectation is a more terrible enemy to fine faces than 
the ſmall-pox. 
That no woman is capable of being beautiful, who 
is not incapable of being falſe. 
* And, that what would be odious in a friend, is te 
formity in a miſtreſs. _ 
From thefe tew principles, thus laid down, i it will be 


fiſts in embelliſhing the whole perſon by the proper or. 
naments of virtuous and commendable qualities. By 
this help alone it is, that thoſe who are the favoufite 
work of nature, or, as Mr. Dryden expretles it, the 
Porcelain clay of human kind, become animated, and 
are in 4 Capacity of exerting their charms z. and thoſe 
who ſeem to have been neglected by her, like model 
wrought in haſte, are capable in a great meaſure of 


* It is, methinks, a low and degrading idea of that ſex, 
which was created to refine the joys, and ſoften th: 
cares of humanity, by the moſt agreeable partici pation, 
to conſider them merely as object of ſight. This b 
abridging them of their natural extent of power, to 
put them upon a level with their pictures at Knellers. 
How much nobler is the contemplation of beauty 
heightened by virtue, and commanding our eſtcem : 2nd 
love, while it draws our obſervation ? How taint and 


— 8 wd 
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« with the real lovelineſs of Sophronia's innocence, piety, 


© good-humour and truth; virtues which add a new ſoft- 


« nefs to ber ſex, and even beautify her beauty ! That 
« agreeableneſs which muſt otherwiſe have appeared no 


C « looger in the modeſt virgin, is now preſerved in the 
tender mother, the prudent friend, and the faithful 
uite. Colours artfully ſpread upon canvas may enter- 
dtain the eye, but not affect the heart; and ſhe who 
E © takes np care to add to the natural graces of her perſon 
any excelling qualities, may be allowed ſtill to amuſe, 
aus a picture, but not to triumph as a beauty, oe 
S «© When Adam is introduced by Mikon, deſcribing. 
Exe in paradiſe, and relating to the angel the imprei- 
ions he felt upon ſeeing her at her firſt creation, he 
does not repreſent her like a Grecian Venus, by her 
E © ſhape or features, but by the luſtre of her mind which 
* ſhone in them, and gave them their power of charm— 
C < ng. OE Bens 


« Grace was in all her ſteps, Heav'n in her eye, 
« In all her geſtures dignity and love!? 


© Without this irradiating power the proudeſt fair-one 


* ought to know, whatever her glaſs may tell her to the 
( contrary, that her moſt perfect teatures are uninformed 


« I cannot better cloſe this moral, than by a ſhort epi- 
' taph written by Ben Jonſon, with a fpirit which no— 


thing could inſpire but ſuch an object as I have been 
deſcribing; „„ | 5 


. Underneath this flone doth lie 
„As much virtue as cou'd die; 
« Which when alive did vigour give 
« To as much beauty as cou'd live,” | 
7 am, Sir, . | 
_ © Your moſt humble ſervant, 
e R. BY 


Manday. 


. IE — — — 
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. FF ver. 
Ne 34 Monday, April 9. int 
e 1 7 Iſh 
Git I DIR — fParcit ” 
' Cognatis maculis fimilis fera moms OO 13 
| 55 1 45 in, Juv Sat. xx 155. = on 
From ſpotted ſkins the leopard does refrain. 1 
21 [I 64-3690 | Tart, | 
HE club ef which F ama member, is very luckil ” 
compoſed of ſuch perſons as are engaged in dit. FR 
ferent ways of life, and deputed as it were out of the * 
moſt conſpicuous claſſes of mankind ; by this means! He 
am furniſhed with the greateſt variety of hints and ma. Bo 
rerials, and know every thing that paſſes in the ditferen of 
quarters and divifions, not only of this great city, but Gl 
of the whole kindom. My readers. too have the fall. * 
faction to find that there is no rank or degree among . 
them who have not their repreſentative in this club, aul ſy 
that there is always ſomebody preſent who. will take fi 
care of their reſpective intereſts, that nothing may be he 
written or publiſhed to the prejudice or infringement of 1 
their juſt right and privileges. 5 0 
I laſt night ſat very late in company with this {elet Ss 
body of friends, who catertained me with ſeveral remark 725 
which they and others had made upon theſe my fpecu- fa 
lations, as alſo with the various ſucceſs which they hal Bf 
met with among their ſeveral ranks and degrees o Wi .. 
readers. Will Honeycomb told me, in the ſofteſt man- ha 
ner he could, that there were ſome ladies (but for he 
your comfort, fays Mill, they are not thoſe of the mot cn 
wit) that were offended. at the liberties I had take! 7 
with the opera and the puppet- how; that ſome ds 
them were likewiſe very much furprifed, that I ſhoul! NM 
think ſuch ſerious points as the dreſs and equigage d - 
perſons of quality, proper ſubjects for raillery. 


le was going on, when Sir Audret Frecport todt 
bim up ſhort, and told him, that the papers he hints 
at had done great good in the city, and that all ther 
wives and daughters were the better for an, * 
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faither. added, that the- Whole eity thought themſelves 
very much obliged to me for declaring my generous 
intentions to ſcourge vice and follow as they appear 


ia a multitude, without condeſcending to be a pub- 
liner of particular intrigues and cuckoldoms. In ſhort, 


ſays Sir Andrew, if you avoid that fooliſh beaten road 
of falling upon aldermen and citizens, and employ your 


pen upon the vanity-and luxury of courts, your paper 
muſt needs be of general uſe, _ 


Upon this my friend the - Templar told Sir Andrew, 
that he wondered to hear a man of his ſenſe talk aftcr 
that manner ; that the city had always been the pro- 


vince for ſatire; and that the wits of king Charles's 
time jeſted upon nothing elſe during his whole reign. 
He then ſhewed, by the examples of Horace, Juvenal, 


Boileau, and the beſt writer of every age, that the follies 
of the ſtate and court had never been accounted too 
facred for ridicule, how great ſoever the perſons might 


be that patronized them. But after all, ſays he, I think 
your raillery has made too great an excurſion, in at- 
tacking ſeveral perſons of the Inns of Court; and 1 
do not believe you can ſhew me any precedent for your 


behaviour in that particular. | 


My good friend Sir Roger de Coverley, who had ſaid | 
nothing all this while, began his ſpeech with a piſn! 
and told us, that he wondered to fee ſo many men of 


ſenſe ſo very ſerious upon fooleries. Let our good friend, 
ſays he, attack every one that deſerves it; I would only 
adviſe you, Mr. Spefator, applying himſelf to me, to 


| take care how you meddle with country ſquires ; ney 


are the ornaments of the Engliſh nation; men of goo 
heads and ſound bodies ! and let me tell you, ſome of 


them take it ill of you, that you mention fox-hunters 


with ſo little reſpect. | Sh 
Captain Sentry ſpoke very ſparingly on this occaſion. 


What he ſaid was only to commend my prudence in 


not touching upon the army, and adviſed me to con- 
une to act diſcreetly in that point. 785 


By this time I found every ſubject of my i 


ulations 


was taken away from me, by one or other of the club; 
and began to think myſelt in the condition of the 
Hal man that bad one wife who took diſſike to his 10 | 
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hairs, and another to his black, *till by their picking 
out What each of them had an averſion to, they left hy 
head altogether bald and naked, ae 

While 1 was thus muſing with myſelf, my worthy 
friend the clergyman, who, very luckily for me was x 


the club that night, undertook my cauſe. He told d, WM 
that he wondered any order of perſons fhould think then. . H: 
ſelves too conſiderable to be adviſed; that it was not in th 
quality, but innocence, which exempted men from re. | their 
proof; that vice and folly ought to be attacked where. may 
ever they could be met with, and eſpecially when they demo 
were placed in high and conſpicuous ſtations of life, Wi If Ph 
He further added, that my paper would only ſerve to freely 
_ aggravate the pains of poverty, if it (chiefly expoſed Petit 
thoſe who are already depreſſed, and in ſome meaſure In ft 
turned into ridicule by the meanneſs of their conditiom e 
and cixcumſiances, He afterwards proceeded to take uſe u 
notice of the great ule this paper might be of to the mult 
public, by reprehending thoſe vices which are too ti. 1 
vial for the chaſtiſement of the law, avd too fantaſtical think 
for the cognifance of the pulpit. He then adviſed r n 
me to proſceute my undertaking with chearfulneſs, and fault) 
aſſured me, that whoever might be diſpleaſed with me, Peep 
1 ſhould be approved by all thoſe whoſe praiſes do ho- WR" t 
nour to the perſons on whom they are þeftowed. kind 
The whole club pays a particular deference to the di-. 
courſe of this gentleman, and are drawn into what be 
Says, as much by the candid ingenwous manner with Ne 
which he delivers himſelf, as by the ſtrength of argu- 
ment and force of reaſon which he makes uſe of. Wil 
Honeycomb immediately agreed, that what he had faid 
Was right; and that for his part, he would not infiſt upon R 
the quarter which he had demanded for the ladies. Sit H N 


Andreu gave up the city with the ſame frankneſs, The 
| Templar would not ſtand out; and was followed by 
Sir Roger and the Captain; who all agreed that | 
| ſhould be at liberty to carry the war into what quarter 
I pleaſed; provided I continued to combat with crimi- 
nals in a body, and to affault the vice without hurting 
Ibis debate, which was held for the good of man- 
kind, put me in mind of that uch the Roman trium- 


TI 
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virate were formerly engaged in, for their deſtruction. 


Every man at firſt ſtood hard for his friend, 'till they 
found that by this means they fhould ſpoil their pro- 


ſccription; and at length, making a ſacrifice of all 


their acquaintance and relations, furniſhed out a very de- 


cent execution. 


Having thus taken my reſolutions to march on boldly 


in the caule of virtue and good ſenſe, and to annoy 


their adverſaries in whatever degree or rank of men they 
may be found ; I ſhall be deat for the future to all the 


remonſtrances that ſhall be made to me on this account. 
If Punch grows extravagant, I ſhall reprimand him ve 


freely: if the ſtage becomes a nurſery of folly and im- 
pertinence, I ſhall-not be afraid to animadvert upon it. 


In ſhort, if I meet with any thing in city, court, or 
country, that ſhocks modeſty or good-manners, I ſhall 


uſe my utmoſt endeavours to make an example of it, I 
muſt however intreat every particular perſon, who does 


me the honour to be a reader of this paper, never to 


think himfelf, or any one of his friends or enemies, aimed 
at in what is ſaid ; for I promiſe him, never to draw a 
faulty character which does not fit at leaſt a thouſand 
people; or to publiſh a ſingle paper; that is not written 


in the ſpirit of benevolence, and with a love to man- 
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Riſa inepto res ineptior nulla gf. 88 e ' oP 


| Nothing Jo- fooliſh as the laugh of fools. 
A MONG all kinds of writing, there is none in 


works of humour, as there is none in which they are 


gat conceptions, which is capable of furniſhing the 


book 


* Which authors are more apt to miſcarry than in 


Ire ambitious to excel. It 1s not an imagination that 955 
tems with monſters, an head that is filled with ex- 


world with diverſions of this nature; and yet it we 


| 
| 


of abſurd inconſiſtent ideas, they are not able to real 
it over to themſelves without laughing. Theſe poor 


almoſt 01 them for Bedlam; not conſidering tha 


by fo much more as it indulges itſelf in the mol 
boundleſs freedoms. There is a kind of nature that i 
to be obſerved in this ſort of compoſitions, as well x 


muſt diſcover the writer to be a man of ſenſe, at the 


price. For my part, when I read the delirious miri 
than to laugh at any thing he writes. 


an empty rake, in one of his plays, as very much fur- 


many of thoſe raving incoherent pieces, which are oft 
of humour. | 
wiſe than, as Cowley has done wit, by negatives. Wer | 


ſuppoſing humour to be a perſon, deduce to him al 


married a lady of a collateral line called Mart, 
by whom he had iſſue Humour, Humour there 
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look into the productions of ſeveral writers, who ſet yp 
for men of humour, what wild irregular fancies, why 
natural diſtortions of thought, do. we meet with? 1 
they ſpeak nonſenſe, they believe they are talking hy. 
mour ; and when they have drawn together a ſchene 


gentlemen endeavour to gain themſelves the reputation 
of wits and humouriſts, by ſuch monſtrous conceits a | 


humour ſhould always he under the check of reaſon, 
and that it requires the direction of the niceſt judgment, 


in all other; and a certain regularity of thought which 
ſame time that he appears altogether. given up to a 


of an unſkilful author, I cannot be ſo barbarous as 9 
divert myſelf with it, but am rather apt to pity the may, 


The deceaſed Mr. Shadwell, who had himſelf a oreat 
deal of the talent which I am treating of, reprelent 


priſed to hear one ſay that breaking of windows vs 
not humour; and I queſtion not but ſeveral Englih 
readers will be as much ſtartled to hear me affirm, thit 


ſpread among us, under odd chimerical titles, are n. 
ther the offsprings of a diſtempered brain, than worls 


It is indeed much eafier to deſcribe what is not kv 
mour, than what is; and very difficult to define it other 


I to give my own notions of it, I would deliver then 
after Plato's manner, in a kind of allegory, and 9 


his qualifications, according to the following genealogy 
Truth was the founder of the family, and the father 
of Good Senſe, Good Senſe was the father of Vi 


2 bein 


eing the youngeſt of this illuſtrious family, and deſcend- 
| | 20 parents of ſuch different diſpoſitions, is very 
ious and unequal in his temper; ſometimes you ſee 
im putting on grave looks and a ſolemn habit, ſome- 


i imes airy in his behaviour and fantaſtic in his dreſs ; 
| WE:omuch that at different times he appears as ſerious as 
badge, and as jocular as a Merry-Andrew, But as he 
a great deal of the mother in his conſtitution, what- 


Fer moon he is in, he never fails to make his company 


a augh. | | TY 

n, gh fince there is an impoſtor abroad, who takes upon 
t im the name of this young gentleman, and would wil- 
i: ſingly paſs for him in the world; to the end that well- 


1 eaning perſons may not be impoſed upon by cheats, 1 
yz Mould defire my readers, when they meet with this pre- 
<> ender, to look into his parentage, and to examine him 
he ily, whether or no he be remotely allied to Truth, 


| lneally deſcended from Good Senſe ; if not, they 
xy conclude him a counterfeit. They may likewiſe 
liſtingunſh him by a loud and exceſſive laughter, in 


chic he ſeldom. gets his company to join with him. 

| for as True Humour generally looks ſerious, while every 
eat ody laughs about him; Falte Humour is always laugh- 
nM g, Whilſt every body about him looks ſerious. I ſhall 
Uſe 


only add, if he has not in him a mixture of both parents, 


e altogether ſpurious, and a cheat. 


inally from Falſhood, who was the mother of Non- 
nſe, who was brought to bed of a ſon called Frenzy, 
Fho married one of the daughters of Folly, commonly 


nown by the name of Laughter, on whom he begot 


ne monſtrous infant of which I have been here ſpeak- 
Vere rg. I fhall ſet down at length the genealog;cal table of 
ben ele Humour, and, at the ſame time, place under it the 
| by ocalogy of True Humour, that the reader may at one 


E behold their different pedigrees and relations. 


. + 


AM * 
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at is, if he would paſs for the offspring of Wit without 
Mirth, or Mirth without Wit, you may conclude him to 


The impoſtor of whom I am ſpeaking, deſcends ori- 
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FALSsUOOD. 
NoNSEN SE. | 
FRENZY ,——[,AUGHTER, 
FaLs E HumMovr, 


TRUTH. 
__ Goop SENSE. 
Wir ———M:sTH. 
Humour, 


T might extend the allegory, by mentioning ſeveral 
the children of Falſe Humour, who are more in numbe 
than the ſands of the fea, and might in particular ens 
merate the many ſons and daughters which he has beoy 
in this iſland. But as this would be a very inviciog 
taſk, I ſhall only obſerve in general, that Falſe Humon 
differs from the True, as a monkey does from a man, 

Firſt of all, He is exceedingly given to little api 
tricks and buffoonries. N 

Secondly, He ſo much delights in mimickry, that iti 
all one to him whether he expoſes by it vice and fol 

luxury and avarice; or on the contrary, virtue and ml. 

dom, pain and poverty. Th 1 
Thirdly, He is wonderfully unlucky, inſomuch thatle 
will bite the hand that feeds him, and endeavour to fd. 
cule both friends and foes indifferently. For having bit 
ſmall talents, he muft be merry where he can, not when 
JJC | . 
FPFourthly, Being intirely void of reaſon, he purſues 
point either of morality or inſtruction, but is ludicrou 
only for the ſake of being ſo. | 
Fifthly, Being incapable of any thing but moek-r: 
preſentations, his ridicule is always perſonal, and aur 


at the vicious man, or the writer; not at the vice, 4 


the writing. 33 

I have here only pointed at the whole ſpecies of fil 
phumouriſts; but as one of my principal deſigns in thy 
paper is to beat down that malignant ſpirit, which dl 
covers itſelf in the writings of the preſent age, I (hail ut 
ſcruple, for the future, to fingle out any of the ſnl 


Wits, that infeſt the world with ſuch compotitions . 
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are ill-natured, immoral, and abſurd, This is the only 
exception which I ſhall make to the general rule I have 


reſcribed myſelf, of attacking Multitudes : fince every 


\oneſt man ought' to look upon himſelf as in a natural 
fate of war with the libeller and lampooner, and to an- 
noy them wherever they fall in his way. This is but 
retaliating upon them, and treating them as they treat 
others. e . Cf $5 C 


— 
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10 umania monſtra F 

% Vino. En. iii. 583. 

h Things the moſt out of nature we endure, 
Ir not put myſelf to any farther pains ſor 

it h L this day's entertainment, than barely to publiſh the 

oh, letters and titles of petitions from the play-houſe, with 

mh the minutes I have made upon the latter for my conduct 
in relation to them. 5 

- fo . 5 Prury-Lane, April the ꝙth. 

p bt (TTPON Jenin the project which is ſet forth in 

rher O one of your late papers, of making an alliance 


© between all the bulls, bears, elephants, and lions, which 


London and Weſtminſter; together with the other 
* wonders, ſhows, and monſters, whereof 3 made re- 


ck. r ſpective mention in the ſaid ſpeculation; We, the chief 
ae actors of this play- houſe, met and fat upon the ſaid 


| defign, It is with great delight, that we expect the 


] or a _ * f * 
5 * execution of this work; and in order to contribute to 


{ (il: WAR © It, we have given warning to all our ghoſts to get their 
in th BG © Livelihoods where they can, and not to appear among 
ch dus after day-break of the 16th inſtant, We are re- 
all x WG © lved to take this opportunity to part with every thing 


* himan life; and fhall make a free gift of all animated 


are ſeparately expoſed to public view in the cities of 


which does not contribute to the repreſentation of 


utenſils to your projector. The hangings you formerly 
D | G . | * mgn= 


TEE, 1 
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mentioned are run away; as are likewiſe a ſet of chair, 

« each of which was met upon two legs going through 
the Roſe tavern at two this morning, We hope, di, 
© you will give proper notice to the town that we are 
* endeavouring at theſe regulations; and that we intend 
for the future to ſhew no monſters, but men who av 
converted into fuch by their own induſtry, and affects. 
tion. If you will pleaſe to be at the houſe to-night, 
1 
N 


you will ſee me do my endeavour to ſhew ſome unnz- 
tural appearances which are in vogue among the polite 
and well- bred. I am to repreſent, in the character of 
a fine lady dancing, all the diſtortions which are fre- 
« quently taken for graces in mien and geſture, This, 
« Sir, is a ſpecimen of the method we ſhall take to ex- 
+ poſe the monſters which come within the notice of x 
regular theatre; and we delire nothing more groſs 
may be admitted by you ſpectators for the future. W. 
* have caſhiered three companies of theatrical guards, 
and deſign our kings ſhall tor the future make love, and 
© fit in council, without an army; and wait only your 
directions whether you will have them reinforce King 
« Porus, or join the troops of Macedon. Mr. Penketh- 
man reſolves to conſult his Pantheon of heathen god 
in oppoſition to the oracle of Delphos, and doubts not 

but be ſhall turn the fortunes of Porus, when he perſo- 
+ nates him. I am deſired by the company to inform 
« you, that they ſubmit it to your cenſures; and ſtal 
© have you in greater veneration than Hercules was in of 

old, it you can drive monſters from the theatre; and 
think your merit will be as much greater than his, a 


* 


to convince is more than to conquer. 
Lam, Sir, N 

_ + Your moſt obedient ſervant, 

„ J. D. 

8 \ N 7 HEN I acquaint you with the great and un 
, expected viciſſitudes of my fortune, I doult 
not but I ſhall obtain your pity and favour, I have ft 
many years laſt paſt been thunderer to the play-houtt; 
« and have not only made as much noife out - 1 
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clouds as any predeceſſor of mine in the theatre that 
erer bore that character, but alſo have deſcended and 
ſpoke on the ſtage as the bold thunder in the Rehear- 
ſal, When they got me down thus low, they thought 
fit to degrade me further, and make me a ghoſt, 1 
was contented with this for theſe two laſt winters; but 
they carry their tyranny ſti further, and not ſatisfied 
that I am baniſhed from above ground, they have given 
me to underſtand that I am wholly to depart their do- 
minions, and taken from me even my ſubterraneous 
employment. Now, Sir, what I defire of you is, that 
if undertaker thinks fit to uſe fire-arms, as other 
authors have done, in the time of Alexander, I may be 
a cannon nut Porus, or elſe provide for me in the 
x of Perſepolis, or what other method you ſhall 
thin! ko - ; „„ N 55 8 5 : 

| | * SALMONEvus of Covent-Garden.? 
The petition of all the devils of the play-houſe in be- 
If of themſelves and families, ſetting forth their expul- 
dn from thence, with certificates of their good lite and 
rerſation, and praying relief. 3 . 
The merit of this petition referred to Mr. Chr. Rich, 
o made them devils. . 5 
The petition of the grave - digger in Hamlet, to com- 
nd the pioneers in the expedition of Alexander. 
Granted. „ | | 


kethman the Great, 
Grandtec. 


A DVERTISEME NA. 


n once an eminent practitioner in the law, and of 


ugdom, having been reduced by misfortunes to wait 


nee to the public, that ſhe hath late}, taken a houſe 
FE Boumfbury-Square, commodiouſiy ſituated next 
| TE 2 | the 
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he petition of William Bullock, to be Hepheſtion to 


A widow gentlewoman, well born both by father 
d mother's fide, being the daughter of Thomas Pra- 


clita Tattle, a family well known in all parts of this 


leveral great perſons, and for ſome time to be 
acher at a boarding-ichool of young ladies, giveth | 


— 
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© the fields in a good air; where ſhe teaches all fort g 
© birds of the loquacious kinds, as parrots, ſtarlin 
© magpies, and others, to imitate human voices in greig 
perfection than ever yet was practiſed, They are n 
< only inſtructed to pronounce words diſtinctly, and in: 
proper tone and accent, but to ſpeak the language nid 
great purity and volubility of tongue, together with al 
the faſhionable phraſes and compliments now in u 
© either at tea- tables or e e Thoſe that hay 
good voices may be taught to ſing the neweſt open. 
© airs, and, if required, to ſpeak either Italian or Frend, 
© paying ſomething. extraordinary above the comma 
rates. They whoſe friends are not able to pay tt 
full prices may be taken as half-boarders. She teach 
© ſuch as are deſigned for the diverſion of the publy 
and to act in enchanted woods on the theatres, by th 
great. As ſhe has often obſerved with much concen 
© how indecent an education is uſually given theſe inn 
cent creatures, which in ſome meaſure is owing to ther 
being placed in rooms next the ſtreet, where, to th 
great offence of chaſte and tender ears, they leamn 
* baldry, obſcene ſongs, and immodeſt * 5 
© paſſengers, and idle people, as alſo to cry fiſh, and cu 
© matches, with other uſeleſs parts of learning to bit 
© who have rich friends; ſhe has fitted up proper andi 
apartments for them in the back part of her ſaid hout 
© where ſhe ſuffers none to approach them but her 
and a ſervant-maid who is deaf and dumb, and wit 
£ ſhe provided on purpoſe to prepare their focd 
« cleanſe their cages; having found by long expert 
© how hard a thing it is for thoſe to keep ſilence i 
_ © have the uſe of- ſpeech, and the dangers her {chu 
are expoſed to by the ſtrong impreſſions that arc ml 
by harſh ſounds and vulgar dialects. In ſhort, 1 
| © are birds of any parts or capacity, ſhe will undert 
render them ſo accompliſhed in the compaſs of a wt 
month, that they ſhall be fit converſation for ſuc! 
| © gies as love to chooſe their friends and companion 


T bu 
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N* 37. Thurſday, April 12. 


— Non illa colo calathifve Minerva 
Femineas afſueta manus | OT 
Unbred to ſpinning, in the loom unſkill'd, 


the country, incloſed a letter to me, directed to. a cer- 
tain lady whom I ſhall here call by the name of Leonora, 


me, The very ſound of a Lady's Library gave me a 


China placed one above another in a very noble piece of 
architecture, The Quartos were ſeparated from the Oc- 
tavos by a pile of ſmaller veſſels, which roſe in a delight- 


of all ſhapes, colours, and fizes, which were fo diſpoſed 
on a wooden frame, that they looked like one continued 


tained with the greateſt variety of dyes. That part of 


and pamphlets, and other looſe papers, was incloſed in a 


mouches, lions, monkies, mandarines, trees, ſhells, and a 


ef the room was a little Japan-table, with a quite of gilt 


DryYDpeN., 


CONE months ago, my friend Sir Roger, being in 


and, as it contained matters of conſequence, deſired me to 
deliver it to her with my own hand. Accordingly 1 
waited upon her ladyſhip pretty early in the morning, 
and was deſired by her woman to walk into her lady's 
library, till ſuch time as ſhe was in a readineſs to receive 


great curioſity to ſee it; and as it was ſome time before 
the lady came to me, I had an opportunity of turning 
over a great many of her books, which were ranged to- 


gether in a very beautiful order. At the end of the Fo- 
los, which were finely bound and gilt, were great jars of 


ful pyramid. The Octavos were bounded by tea diſhes 


pillar indented with the fineſt ſtrokes of ſculpture, and 
the library which was deſigned tor the reception of plays 


kind of ſquare, conſiſting of one of the prettieſt gro- 
eſque works that ever I ſaw, and made up: of ſcara- 


thouſand other odd figures in China ware. In the midſt 


4 
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paper upon it, and on the paper a filver ſauff.box made 
in the ſhape of a little book. I found there were ſerery 90 


other counterfeit books upon the upper ſhelves, which 

were carved in W ood, and ſerved only to fill up the num. 
r like faggots in the muſter of a regiment, I yy 

wonderfully pleaſed with ſuch a mixt kind of furniture, 

as ſeemed very ſuitable both to the lady and the ſcholar 

and did not know at firſt whether I ſhould fancy my 1 1 

in a grotto, or in a library. 5 
Upon my looking into the books, I found there wer 

ſome few which the lady had bought for her own ut, 

dut that moſt of them had been got together, either be 

cauſe ſhe had heard them praiſed, or becauſe ſhe hay 

ſeen the authors of them. Among ſeveral that I ex 

mined, I very well e theſe that tollow : ; 


| Ogilby? 8 Virgil. 
Dryden's Jurcnal. | 
Callandra. 
Cleopatra, 
Aſtræa. . | 
Sir Hiazc Newton's Works, „ 
The Grand Cyrus; with a Fin duet in one ol the 
| middle leaves. | 
- Pembroke's Arcadia. of 
Locke of Human Underſtanding ; wich a paper of 
patches 1n it. | 
A Spelling-Book. 
A Dictionary for the eden of hard Word, 
bt Sherlock upon Death. 
The Fifteen Comforts of Matrimony, 
Sir William Temple's Eflays. 
Father Malebranche's Search after Truth tranſl 
into Engliſh. - 
A Book of Novels. 
The Academy of Compliments 
_ Cul s Midwifery, 
The! Lache Calling. . 
Tales in Verſe, by Mr. Durfey: bound in red leather, 
git on the back, and doubled down in ſeveral Pcs: 
All the Clafic Authors in wood. - | 
A ſet of Elzevirs by the fame hand. 


\ 


E 


err . eren 


„ een 2 be — yok = ©. 


| Cleliy 


the 


0 


her, 


ella 
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Clelia: which opened of itſelf in the place that de · 
ſeribes two lovers in a bower. 905 
Baker's Chronicle. 


Advice to a daughter. 
The New Atalantis, with a key to it. 


5 Mr. Steele's Chriſtian Hero. 


A Prayer Book; with a bottle of Hungary water by 
me ſide of it. 5 ms I | 
Dr. Sacheverell's Speech. 
Fielding's Trial. 
Seneca's Morals, [ 
_ Taylor's Holy Living and Dying. 
La Ferte's Inſtructions for Country Dances. 


I was taking a catalogue in my pocket-book of theſe, 
and ſeveral other authors, when Leonora entered, and 


upon my preſenting her with the letter from the knight, 
told me, with an unſpeakable grace, that ſhe hoped Sir 


Roger was in good health: I anſwered Yes, tor I hate 
long ſpeeches, and after a bow or two retired. 


Leonora was formerly a celebrated beauty, and is till | 
a very lovely woman. She has been a widow for two 


or three years, and, being unfortunate in her firſt mar- 
riage, has taken a reſolution never to venture upon a 


ſecond. She has no children to take care of, and leaves 


the management of her eſtate to my good friend Sir 
Roger, But as the mind naturally tinks into a kind of 


lethargy, and falls afleep, that is. not agitated by ſome 


favourite pleaſures and purſuits, Leonora has turned all 


the paſſions of her ſex into a love of books and retire». 


ment. She converſes chiefly with men, as the has often 
ſaid herſelf, but it is only in their writings 3 and admits 


of very few male · viſitants, except my friend Sir Roger, 


whom the hears with great pleaſure, and without ſcandal, 


As her reading has lain very much among romances, it 


has given her a very particular turn of thinking, and diſ- 
covers itſelf even in her houſe, her gardens, and her fur- 
niture. Sir Roger has entertained me an hour together 
with a deſcription of her country-ſeat, which is ſituated 
in a kind of wilderneſs, about an hundred miles diſtant 


Tom London, and looks like a little enchanted palace. 
The rocks about her are ſhaped into artificial grottoes 


i covered 
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covered with wood-bines and jeſſamines. The woods 
are cut into ſnhady walks, twiſted into bowers, and filled 
with cages of turtles. The ſprings are made to run 
among pebbles, and by that means taught to murmur very 
agreeably. They are likewiſe collected into a beautify] 
lake, that is inhabited by a couple of ſwans, and emptie; 
itſelf by a little rivulet which runs through a green mea. 
dow, and is known in the family by the name of The 
Purling Stream. The knight. likewiſe tells me, that this 
lady preſerves her game better than any of the gentlemen 
in the country, not, ſays Sir Roger, that ſhe ſets ſo 
g eat a value upon her partridges and pheaſants, as upon 
her larks and nightingales. For ſhe ſays that every bird 
which is killed in her ground, will ſpoil a concert, and 


that ſhe ſhall certainly miſs him the next year. | 


When I think how oddly this lady is improved by 


learning, I look upon her with a mixture of admitation 
and pity. Amidſt theſe innocent entertatuments which 
the has formed to herſelf, how much more valuable does 
ſhe appear than thoie of her ſex, who employ themſelves 


in dixerſions that are leſs reaſonable, tho' more in faſhion? 
What improvements would a woman have made, who is 


Io ſuſceptible of impreſſions from what ſhe reads, had ſhe 
been guided to ſuch books as have a tendency to enlighten 
the underſtanding and rectify the paſſions, as well as to 
thoſe which are of little more uſe than to divert the ima- 
ination f. HEY Ct 8 
But the manner of a lady's employing herſelf uſefully 
in reading ſhall be the ſubject of another paper, in which 
I defign to recommend ſuch particular books as may be 


proper for the improvement of the ſex, And as this is 2 


\ ſubject of a very nice nature, I ſhall deſire my correſpon- 
dents to give me their thoughts upon it, C 


Friday, 
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Ne 38 Friday, April 13. 
; m—Cpias non placuiſſe nimis. MART. 
; One wou'd not pleaſe too much. 26 
. \ LATE converiation which I fell into, gave me 
an opportunity of obſerving a great deal of beauty 
: in a very handſome woman, and as much wit in an 
a ingenious man, turned into deforinity in the one, and 
a abſurdity in the other, by the mere force of affectation. 
5 The fair one had ſomething in her perſon upon uhich 
} her thoughts were fixed, that ſhe attempted to ſhew to 
5 advantage in every look, word, and geſture. The gen- 
5 tleman was as diligent to do juſtice to his fine parts, 
a as the lady to her beauteous form: you might ſee his 
5 imagination on the ſtretch to find out ſomething un- 
5 common, and what they call bright, to entertain her; 
* while ſhe writhed herſelf into as many different poſ- 
4 tures to engage him. When ſhe laughed, her lips were 
4 to ſever at a greater diſtance than ordinary, to ſkew her 
10 | teeth ; her fan was to point to ſomewhat at a diſtance, 
os that in the reach ſhe may diſcover the roundneſs of her 
F arm; then ſhe is utterly miſtaken in u hat ſhe ſaw, tails 
4 back, ſmiles at her own folly, and is ſo wholly difcom- 
1 poſed, that her tucker is to be adjuſted, her boſom ex- 
5 poled, and the whole woman put into new airs an! 
425 graces. While ſhe was doing all this, the gallant had 
0 time to think of ſomething very pleaſant to ſay next to 
her, or make ſome unkind obſervation on ſome other 
lady to feed her vanity, Theſe unhappy effects of af- 
fectation, naturally led me to look into that ſtrange ſtate 
of mind which ſo generally diſcolours the behaviour of 
moſt people we meet with, _ 

The learned Dr. Burnet, in his theory of the earth, 
takes occaſion to obſerve, that every thought is attended 
with conſciouſneſs and repreſentativeneſs ; the mind 

ay has nothing preſented to it but what is immediately 


follow d by a reflection or conſcience, which tells you 


| —— 3 | 8 — 


G 5 whether 
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whether that which was ſo preſented is graceful or 
unbecoming. This act of the mind diſcovers itſelf in 
the geſture, by a proper behaviour in thoſe whoſe con- 
ſciouſneſs goes no further than to direct them in the juſt 
progreſs of their preſent thought or action; but betrays 
an interruption in every ſecond thought, when the con- 
ſciouſneſs is employed in too fondly approving a man' 
ewn conceptions : which ſort of conſciouſneſs is what 
we call affectation. 8 | 5 

As the love of praiſe is implanted in our boſoms as 
a ſtrong incentive to worthy actions, it is a very diff- 
cult taſk to get above a deſire of it for things that ſhould 
be wholly indifferent. Women, whoſe hearts are fixed 
upon the pleaſure they have in the conſciouſneſs that 
they are the objects of love and admiration, are ever 
changing the air of their countenances,. and altering the 
attitude of their bodies, to ſtrike the hearts of the 
beholders with new ſenſe of their beauty, The dref. 


fing part of our ſex, whoſe minds are the ſame with 


the filter paxt of the other, are exactly in the like un- 
eaſy condition to be regarded for a-well-tied cravar, an 
hat cocked with an unujual-briſkneſs, a very well-choſen 
coat, or other inſtances of merit, which they are impa- 
tient to fee mobſerved. ee: 

But this apparent affectation, arifing from an 11!-go- 
verued conſciouſneſs, is not fo much to be wondered at 
in ſuch looſe and trivial minds as theſe ; but when you 
ſce it reign in characters of worth and diſtinction, it 


is what you cannot but lament, not without ſome in- 


dignation, It creeps into the heart of the wiſe man a 
well as that of the coxcomb, When you ſee a man of 
ſenſe look about for applauſe, and difcover an itching 
inclination to be commenced ; lays traps for a little 
incenſe, even from thoſe whoſe opinion he values in 
nothing but his own favour; who 1s ſafe againſt this 
weakneſs ? or who knows whether he is guilty of it or 
not? The beſt way to get clear of fuch a ligbt fond 
neſs for applauſe, is to take all poffible care to throw 
off the love of it upon occaſions that are not in theimſelves 
laudable, but as it appears, we hope for no praiſe from 
tbem. Ot this nature are all graces in mens perſons, 
Gels and bodily deportment; which will naturally ke 
| | _= winning 


—— _ a. . 
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winning attractive if we think not of them, but loſe 
their force in proportion to our endeavour to make them 


ſuch. 


When our conſciouſneſs turns upon the main deſign 
of life, and our thoughts are employed upon the chief 
purpoſe either in buſineſs or pleaſure, we ſhall never be- 
tray an affectation, for we cannot be guilty of it; but 
when we give the paſſion for praiſe an unbridled liber- 
ty, our pleaſure in little perfections robs us of what is 


due to us for great virtues and worthy qualities, How many 


excellent ſpeeches and honeſt actions are loit, for want 


of being indifferent where we ought? Men are oppreſſed 


with regard to their way of ſpeaking and acting, inſtead 


of having their thoughts bent upon what they ſhould 


do or ſay; and by that means bury a capacity tor great 
things by their fear of failing in indifferent things, 
This, perhaps, cannot be called affectation: but it has 
ſome tincture of it, at leaſt ſo far, as that their fear 
of erring in a thing of no conſequence, argues they 


would be too much pleaſed in performing it. 


It is only from a thorough diſregard to bimſelf in 
ſuch particulars, that a man can act with a laudable ſuf- 


fleieney; his heart is fixed upon one point in view; 


and he commits no errors, becauſe he thinks nothing an 
error but what deviates from that intention. 
The wild havoc affectation makes in that part of the 


world which ſhould be moſt polite, is viſible where-ever 


we turn our eyes: it puſhes men not only into imper- 
tinencies in converſation, but alſo in their premeditated 


ſpeeches, At the bar it torments the bench, whoſe buſi- 


nef3 it is to cut off all ſuperfluities in what is ſpoken 


before it by the practitioner; as well as ſeveral little 


pieces of injuſtice which ariſe from the law itſelf, I have 
ſeen it make a man run from the purpoſe before a Judge, 
who was, when at the bar himſclf, ſo cloſe and logical 


a.pleader, that with all the pomp of cloquence in his 


power. he never ſpoke a word too much. | 


It might be borne even here, but it often aſcends the 
pulpit itſelf: and the declaimer, in that ſacred place, is 


frequently ſo impertinently witty, ſpeaks of the laſt day 
elf with ſo many quaint phraſes, that there is no man 
who underſtands raillery, but muſt refolre to fin no more : 


Days 
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nay, you may behold him ſometimes in prayer, for a 
re: delivery of the great truths he is to utter, hum- 

le himſelf with ſo very well-turned phraſe, and men- 
tion his own unworthineſs in a way ſo very becoming, 
that the air of the pretty gentleman 1s preſerved, under 
the lowlineſs of the preacher, 28 

1 ſhall end this with a ſhort letter I writ the other day 
to a witty man, over-run with the fault I am ſpeaking ot, 


© Dear Sir, os 5 ia 

£ I OEENT ſome time with you the other day, and 
« 4 muſt take the liberty of a friend to tell you of the 
unſufferable affectation you are guilty of in all you 


friends think of him? No; but praiſe is not to be 


for it muſt be able to ſuſpend the poſſeſſion of it till 


you, as to praiſe you to your face, Your vanity by 
paſſion for eſteem will be more fully gratified ; men will 
one compliment, you will then receive twenty civili- 


ties. Till then you will never have of either, fur- 
ther than, | . 5 5 


„ K a „„ „ „ a a ® @a D &@ KR a 


Wo: Ns _- © Your humble ſervant” 


_ 


**. 


Saturday. 


ay and do. When I gave you an hint of it, you 
aſked me whether a man 1s to be cold to what his 


the entertainment of every moment; he that hopes 
proper periods of life, or death itſelf, If you would 
not rather be commended than be praiſe-worthy, con- 
temn little merits; and allow no man to be ſo free with 


this means will want its food. At the fame time your 


praiſe you in their actions: where you now receive 


thin 
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No 39 Saturday, April 14. 


Mala fero, ut placem genus irritabile vatum, 
Cam ſcribo= Ns 


2 i ED: <7 
Much do I ſuffer, much, to keep in peace | 
This jealous, waſpiſh, wrong-head, rhiming race, 


PorE., 


A a perfect tragedy is the nobleſt production of hu- 
man nature, ſo it is capable of giving the mind one 
of the moſt delightful and moſt improving entertainments. 
A virtuous man, ſays Seneca, ſtruggling with misfor- 


tunes, is ſuch a ſpectacle as gods might look upon with 


| pleaſure; and fuch a pleaſure it is which one meets 


with in the repreſentation of a well-written tragedy. 


Diverſions of this kind wear out of our thoughts every 
thing that is mean ard little. They cheriſh and cul- 


tirate that humanity which is the ornament of our na- 
ture, They ſoften inſolence, ſooth affliction, and ſub- 


due the mind to the diſpenſations of providence. 


It is no wonder therefore that in all the polite nations 
of the world, this part of the Drama has met with 


public encouragement. | 

The modern tragedy excels that of Greece and Rome 
in the intricacy and diſpoſition of the fable; but, 
what a chriſtian writer would be aſhamed to own, falls 
infinitely ſhort of it in the moral part of the performance. 

This I may ſhew more at large hereafter; and in the 
mean time, that JI may contribute ſomething towards 
tie improvement of the Engliſh tragedy, I ſhall take 
notice, in this and in other following papers, of ſome 
| particular parts in it that ſeem liable to exception. 


Ariſtotle obſerves, that the Iambic verſe in the Greek 
tongue was. the moK proper tor tragedy ; becauſe at the 
lame time that it lifted up the diſcourfe from proſe, 


it was that which approached nearer to it than wy 
. e rear other 
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other kind of verſe, For, ſays he, we may obſerve thy 
men in ordinary diſcourſe very often ſpeak Tambi; 

without taking notice of it. e make the ſame oh; 
fervation. of our Engliſh blank verſe, which often enter, 
into our common diſcourſe, though we do not attend 9 
it, and is ſuch a due medium between rhyme and prof, 
that it ſeems wonderfully adapted to tragedy.. I am the. 
fore very much oftended when I fee a play in rhyme; 
which is as abſurd in Engliſh, as a tragedy of Hexame. 
ters would have been in Greek or Latin. The folecif 
18, 1 think, ſtill greater in thoſe plays that have. ſome 
ſcenes in rhyme and ſome in blank verſe, Which ate tg 
be looked upon as two ſeveral languages; or where we 
ſee ſome particular fimilies dignified with rhyme, at the 
ſame time that every thing about them lies in blak 
verſe. I would not however debar the poet from con- 
cluding his tragedy, or“ if he pleaſes every act of i, 
with two or three couplets, which may have the ſane 
effect as au air in the Italian opera atter a long Rec. 
tativo, and give the actor a graceful Exit. Beſides, tha 
we ſee a diverſity of numbers in ſome parts of the vid 
tragedy, in order to hinder the ear from being tired 
with the ſame continued modulation of voice. Fr the 
ſame reaſon I do not diſlike the ſpeeches in our Englih 
tragedy that cloſe with an Hemiſtie, or halt verſe, not 
withſtanding the. perſon who ſpeaks after it begins a new 
yerle, without tlling up the preceding one: nor with 
abrupt pauſes and breakings-off in the middle of a verle, i 
when they humour any paſſion that is expreſſed by it, 


Since 1 am upon this ſubject, I muſt obſerve that our - 
Engliſh poets have fucceeded much better in the fi, 7 
than in the ſentiments of their tragedies, Their lan- A 
guage is very often noble and ſenorous, but the ſenſ⸗ 8 


either very trifling or very common. On the contrar, 
in the ancient tragedies, and indeed in thoſe of Corneilt 
and Racine, though the expreſſions are very great, i 
is the thought that bears them up and ſwells them. 
For my own part, I prefer a noble ſentiment that is «- 
preſſed with homely language, infinitely before a vugn 
one that is blown up with all the ſound and energy dl 
expreſſion. Whether this defect in our tragedies may " 
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from want of genius, knowledge, or experience in the | 


writers, or from their compliance with the vicious taſte 

of their readers, who are better judges of the language 

than of the ſentiments, and conſequently reliſh the one 
more than the other, I cannot determine.. But I believe 

it might rectify the conduct both of the one and of the- 
other, if the writer laid down the whole contexture of 
his dialogue in pm Engliſh, before he turned it into 
blank verſe; and if the reader, after the peruſal of a 
ſcene, would conſider the naked thought of every ſpezch 

in it, when diveſted of all its tragic ornaments. By this 
means, without being impoſed upon by. words, we may 

judge impartially of the thought, and confider whether 
it be natural or great enough for the perſon that utters 
it, whether it deſerves to ſhine in ſuch a blaze of elo- 
quence, or ſnew itſelf in ſuch a variety. of lights as 
are generally made uſe of by the writers of our Engliſh. 
tragedy. 9 5 ; 

Fabi in the next place obſetve, that when our thoughts 
are great and juſt, they are often obſcured by the ſound- 
ing phraſes, hard metaphors, and forced expreſſions in 
which they are cloathed. Shakeſpear is often very faulty 
in this particular. There is a ſine obſervation in Ari- 
ſtole to this purpoſe, which I have never ſeen quoted. 
The expreſſion, ſays he, ought to be very much laboured 
in the unactive parts of the table, as in deſcriptions, ſimi- 
litudes, narrations, and the like ; in which the opinions, 
manners, and pathons of men are not repreſented; for 
theſe, namely the opinions, manners, and paſſions, are apt 
to be obſcured by pompous phraſes and elaborate expreſ- 
ſions. Horace, who copied molt of his criticitms after 


Atiſtotle, ſeems to have had: his eye on the foregoing. 


rule, in the following verſes ; 


Fit Tragicus pleriungue dolet fermone pedeſtri: 
Telephus & Pelens, cum pauper & exul uterquey 
Projicit ampullas & /eſquipedalia verha, 


di carat cor jpectautis tetigifſe querelũ. 


Tragedians too lay by their ſtate to grieve: 
Peleus and Telephus, exil'd and poor, | 
Forget their ſwelling and gigantic words. 
A +... RosCOMMON. 
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— of 


the fond character of the perſon that ſpeaks it. Ther 


he has admirably ſucceeded in the tender and melting 
rule, ought to have been raiſed and ſupported by the 


founded his tragedy of Venice Preſerved on fo wrong 
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Among our modern Engliſh poets, there is none why 
was better turned for tragedy than Lee; if, inſtead gf 
favouring the impetuoſity of his genius, he had te. 
ſtrained it, and kept it within its proper bounds, Hi 
thoughts are wondertully ſuited to tragedy, but trequenty 
loſt in ſuch a cloud of words, that it is hard to ſec the beau. 
ty of them; there is an infinite fire in his works, but { 
involved in ſmoke, that it does not appear in half jt 
luſtre. He frequently ſucceeds in the paſſionate parts of 
the tragedy, but more particularly where he {lacken; 
his efforts, and eaſes the ſtile of thoſe epithets and 
metaphors, in which he fo much abounds. What can 
be more natural, more ſoft, or more paſſtonate, thay 
that line in Statira's ſpeech, where ſhe deſcribes the charms 
of Alexander's converſation ? | | 


Then he would talk—Good Gods! how he would talk! 


That unexpected break in the line, and turning the 
deſcription of his manner of talking into an adiniration ct 
it, is inexpreſſibly beautiful, and wonderfully ſuited to 


is a ſimplicity in the words, that outſkines the utmol 
pride of expretſion.” ue 5 
Otway has followed nature in the language of his 
tragedy, and therefore ſhines in the paſſionate parts more 
than any of our Engliſn poets. As there is fomethiuy 
familiar and domeſtic in the fable of his tragedy, more 
than in thoſe of any other poet, he has little pomp, but 
eat force in his expreſſions. For which reaſon, tho 


part of his tragedies, he ſometimes falls into too great a 
tamiliarity of phraſe in thoſe parts, which, by Aritotle': 


dignity of expreſſion. - 5 
It has been obſerved by others, that this poet has 


a plot, that the greateſt characters in it are thoſe of re- 
bels and traitors. Had the hero of his play diſcovered 
the ſame good qualities in the defence of his country, 
that he ſhewed tor its ruin and ſubverſion, the audience 
could not enough pity and admire him ; but as he 1s now 
repreſented, we can only ſay of him what the Rowe 
„„ 1 hiſtorian 


u the ſervice of his country. 
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piſtorian ſays of Catiline, that his fall would have been 
glorious (/ pro Patria fic concidiſſtt) had he ſo fallen 
| I 


— 


IL 
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Ac ne fortè putes, me, quæ facere ifſe recuſem, 

Cam reels traftent alii, laudare maligne; 

Ile per extentum ſunem mihi poſſe videtur 

lre Pozta, meum qui pectus inaniter angit, 

Irritat, mulcet, falfis terroribus implet, 
Ut nagus; & moda me Thebis, modd ponit Ath nis. 


| Hon. Ep. II. i. 208. 


. e 
Yet left you think I rally more than teach, 
Or praiſe malignly arts I cannot reach, _— 
Let me for once preſume t inſtruct the times, 
To know the poet from the man of rhymes. 
"Tis he, who gives my breaſt a thouſand pains, 
Can make me feel each paſſion that he feigns ; 
Enrage, compoſe, with more than magic art, 
With pity, and with terror, tear my heart; 
And ſnatch me, o'er the earth, or thro' the air, 
To Thebes, to Athens, when he will, and * 
| | 5 O PE. 


I Engliſh writers of tragedy are poſſeſſed with a 


notion, that when they repreſent a virtuous or in- 
nocent perſon in diſtreſs, they ought not to leave him 


till they have deliver'd him out of his troubles, or made 
him triumph over his enemies. This error they have 
WW been led into by a ridiculous doctrine in modern eriti- 


eim, that they are obliged to an equal diſtribution of 


| rewards and En, and an impartial execution 
ice. Who were the firſt that eſtabliſhed 


of poetical ju 
this rule I know not; but I am ſure it has no founda- 


don in nature, in reaſon, or in the practice of the 


acients, We find that good and evil happen alike 3 


N* 0 


all men on this ſide the grave; and as the pry, 
cipal deſign of tragedy is to raife commiſeration a 
terror in] the minds of the audience, we ſhall ee. 
feat this creat end, if we always make virtue and in. 
nocence happy and ſucceſsful. Whatever croſſes aud 
diſappoinments a good man ſuffers in the body of the 
tragedy, they will make but ſmall impreſſion on or 
minds, when we know that in the laſt act he is to u. 
rive at the end of his wiſhes and defires, Wen yo 
fee him engaged in the depth of his afflictions, we we 
apt to comtort ourſelves, becauſe we are ſurc he wil 
find his way out of them; and that his grief, how grex 
| loever it may be at preſent, will ſoon terminate in gad. 
neſs. For this reaſon the ancient writers of trayedy 
treated men in their plays, as they are dealt with in the 
world, by making virtue ſometimes happy and fome- 
times miſerable, as they found it in the fable which 
they made choice of, or as it might affect their audi. 
ence in the moſt agreeable manner. Ariſtotle conſiders 
the tragedies that were written in either of theſe kind, 
and obſerves, that thoſe which ended unhappily had dl. 
ways pleaſed the people, and carried away the prize 
in the public diſputes of the ſtage, from thoſe that endl 
happily; Terror and commiſeration leave a pleaſing ar- 
guth in the mind; and fix the audience in ſuch a ſer 
ous compoſure of thought, as is much more, laſting and 
delightful than any little tranſient ſtarts of joy and fe 
tis faction. Accordingly we find, that more of our Eng- 
liſh tragedies have ſucceeded, in which the favourites 
of the audience fink under their calamities, than thoſe 
in which they recover themſelves out of them. The 
beſt plays of this kind are the Orphan, Venice Pr 
ſerved, Alexander the Great, Theodoſius, All tor Love, 
Oedipus, Orovnoko, Othello, &c. King Lear is an ad. 
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mirable tragedy of the fame kind, as Shakeſpear wWioe 


it; but as it is reformed according to the chimerical no- 
tion of poetical juſtice, in my humble opinion it hs 
laſt half its beauty. At the ſame time I mult allow, tha 
there are very noble tragedies, which have been framei 
upon the other plan, and have ended bappily ; 48 n. 
deed moſt of the good tragedies Which have been N 
ten ſince the: ſtumting of the abovementioned — 
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0 | 
have taken this turn: as the Mourning Bride, Tamer» 
* lane, Ulyiles, Phædra and Hippolitus, with moſt of Mr. 
0 Pryden's. I muſt alfo allow, that many of Shakeſpear's, 
nnd ſereral of the celebrated tragedies of antiquity, are 
- caſt in the ſame form. I do not therefore diſpute againit 
i this way of writing tragedies, but againſt the criticiſnr 


he mat would eſtabliſh this as the only method : and by 


ws that means would very much cramp the Engliſh tragedy, 
i and perhaps give a wrong bent to the genius of our 
1 A . | | 
gh The tragi-comedy, which is the product of the Eng- 
L liſh theatre, is one of the moſt monſtrous inventions that 
#: ever entered into a poet's thoughts, An author might 
a as well think of weaving the adventures of Aneas and 
ay Hudibras into one poem, as of writing ſuch a motly 
de piece of mirth and ſorrow. But the abſurdity of theſe 
* performances is ſo very viſible, that I ſhall not inſiſt upon 
ch . | | e = 
6 The ſame objections which are made to tragi-comedy, 
ry may in ſome meaſure be applied to all tragedies that have 
| a double plot in them; which are likewiſe more fre- 
a. quent upon the Engliſh {tage, than upon any other ; for | 
Ze | 1 a, Fr RS 5 
01 th ugh the grief of the audience, in ſuch performances, | 
be changed into another paſſion, as. in. tragi-comedies; 
ye xt is diverted upon another object, which weakens their 
3 concern for the principal action, and breaks the tide. of 
vr forrow, by throwing it into different channels. IT his in- 
* eovenience, however, may in a great meaſure be cured, 
b. i not wholly removed, by the ſkilful choice of an under- 
Wn plot, hiclr may bear ſuch a near relation to the princi- 
The pal deſign, as to contribute towards the completion of 
Dre. it, and be concluded by the ſame cataſtrophe. —_ 
There is alſo another particular, which may be reckan- 


ed among the blemiſhes, or rather the falſe beauties, 


. of our Engliſh tragedy: I mean thoſe particular ſpecches 
10 which are commonly known by the name ot rants, 


The warm and paſſionate parts of a tragedy are always 


ay we often ſee the players pronouncing, in all the vio- 
jy lence of action, ſeveral parts. of the tragedy which the 
we tion, ſeveral parts of the tragedy vb 

1 author writ with great temper, and deſigned that they 


ſhould have been ſo acted. Lhare ſeen Powell very often 


ral la- 


the moſt taking with the audience; for Which reaſon 
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raiſe himſelf a loud clap by this artifice. The poets 
that were acquainted with this ſccret, have given fie- 
quent occaſion for ſuch emotions in the actor, by add. 
ing vehemence to words where there was no paſſion, 
or inflaming a real paſſion into fuſtian. This hath 
filled the mouths of our heroes with bombaſt; and 
yo them ſuch ſentiments, as proceed rather from a 
welling than a greatneſs of mind. Unnatural exclama. 
tions, curſes, vows, blaſphemies, a defiance of mankind, 
and an outraging. of the gods, frequently paſs upon the 
audience for tow'ring thoughts, and have accordingly 
met with infinite applauſe. 5 

1 ſhall here add a remak, which I am afraid our 
tragic writers may make an ill ute of. As our heroes 
are generally lovers, their ſwelling and bluſtring upon 
the ſtage very much recommends them to the fair 
part of their authence. The ladies are wonderfully 
pleaſed to ſee a man inſulting kings, or aftionting the 
gods in one ſcene, and throwing himſelf at the feet of his 
miſtreſs in another. Let him behave himſelf infolently 
towards the men, and abjectly towards the fair one, and 


it is Sten to one but he proves a favourite of the boxes, 


Dryden and Lee, in ſeveral of their tragedies, have prac- 
tiſed this ſecret with good ſucceſs. 5 
But to ſhew how a rant pleaſes beyond the moſt juſt 
and natural thought that is not pronounced with vehe- 
mence, I would deſire the reader, when he ſees the tra- 
gedy of Oedipus, to obſerve how quietly the hero is diſ- 
nutled at the end of the third act, after having pro- 
nounced the following lines, in which the thought 1s very 
natural, and apt to move compaſſion; Dn 


To you, good gods, I make my laſt appeal; 
Or clear my virtues, or my crimes reveal. 
If in the maze of fate I blindly run, 
And backward tread thoſe paths I fought to ſhun; 
Impute my errors to your own decree: ' _ 
My hands are guilty, but my heart is free. 


Leet us then obſerve with what thunder-claps of appla ſe 
he leaves the ſtage, after the impieties and execrations at 
the end of the fourth act; and you will wonder to ſee an 


audience ſo curſed and ſo pleaſed at the ſame time 3 FO 
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O that as oft I have at Athens ſeen £ 8 
lxbere, by the way, there was no ſtage till many 
years after Oedipus, ] 


= The ſtage ariſe, and the big clouds deſcend ; 


So now, in very deed I might behold 

This pond'rous globe, and all yon marble roof, 

Meet, like the hands of Jove, and cruſh mankind, 
For all the elements, &c. - 


*@ADVERTISEMEN x. 
© Havirg ſpoken of Mr. Powell, as ſometimes raifing 


« himſelf applauſe from the ill taſte of an audience; I 
© muſt do him the juſtice to own, that he is exeellently 


formed for a tragedian, and, when he pleaſes, deſerves 
© the admiration of the beſt judges; as I doubt not but 


8 he will in the Conqueſt of Mexico, which is ated fo r 
6 his own benefit, to-morrow ni ght.“ 8 C 


n [Rt ESE 
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So found, is worſe than loſt. _ Appi5on. 


(COMPASSION for the gentleman who writes the 


following letter, ſhould not prevail upon me to fall 


: upon the fair ſex, if it were not that I find they are fre- 
quently fairer than they ought to be. Such impoſtures 


are not to be tolerated in civil fociety ; and I think his 


- misfortune ought to be made public, as a warning for 


other men always to examine into what they admire. 


TSTK: 


'* QUPPOSING you to be a perſon of general know- 


_ * MJ ledge, I make my application to you on a very par- 


* ticular occaſion. I have a great mind to be rid of my 


wife, and hope, when you conſider my caſe, you will 
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© be of opinion I have very juſt pretenſions to a divorce, 
I am a mere man of the town, and have very little im. 
< provement, but what I have got from plays, I te. 
member in The Silent Woman, the learned Dr. Cut. 
berd, or Dr. Otter, I forget which, makes one of the 
cauſes of ſeparation to be Error Perſonæ, when a man 
matries a woman, and finds her not to be the ſame 
woman whom he intended to marry, but another. If 
that be law, it is, I preſume, exactly my caſe. Fur 

you are to know, Mr, Spectator, that there are wo- 
men who do net let their huſbands fee their faces till 
they are married. | 
Not to keep you in ſuſpenſe, I mean plainly that 
part of the ſex who paint. They are ſome of them fo 
exquifitely ſkilful this way, that give them but a tolera · 
ble pair of eyes to ſet up with, and they will make 
boſom, lips, checks, and eyebrows, by their own in- 
duſtry. As for my dear, never man was ſo enamoured 
as I was of her fair forehead, neck, and arms, as well 
as the bright jet of her hair; but to my great aſtoniſh- 
ment J find they were all the effects of art; her ſkin is 

ſo tarniſhed with this practice, that when ſhe firſt wakes 
in a morning, ſhe ſcarce ſeems young enough to be the 
mother of her whom I carried to bed the night before. 
I ſhall take the liberty to part with her by the firſt op- 
portumty, unleſs her father will. make her portion fuit- 
able to her real, not her aſſumed, countenance. This 
I thought fit to let him and her know by your means. 


6 1 am, Sir, 


Sn NTT. 
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* Vour moſt 3 | | 
15 humble ſervant,” | 


I cannot tell what the law, or the parents of the lady, | 
will do for this injured gentleman, but muſt allow he has 
very much juſtice on his ſide. I have indeed very long 
obſerved this evil, and diſtinguiſhed thoſe of our wo- 
men who wear. their own, trom thoſe in borrowed com- 
plexiens, by the Pits and the Britiſh. There does not 
need any great diſcennment to judge which are which, 

Ihe Britiſh have u lively animated aſpect; the Picts, 
cho never fo beautiful, rave — unintormed counte- 
| 5 nances. 


ances. The muſcles of a real face ſometimes ſwell with 
ott paſſion, ſudden ſurprife, and are fluſhed with agree- 


de ideas preſented to them, affect their imagination. 
But the Pitts behold all things with the ſame air, whe- 
her they are joyful or fad; the fame fixed infeplibility 
pears upon all occaſions. A Pict, tho? ſhe takes all 
hat pains to invite the approach of lovers, is obliged to 
cep them at a certain diſtance ; a figh in a languiſhing 
wer, if fetched too near her, would diſſolve a feature; 
nd a kiſs ſnatched by a forward one, might transfer the 
amplexion of the miſtreſs to the admirer. It is hard to 
peak of theſe falſe fair ones, without ſaying ſomething 
neomphaiſant, but I would only recommend to them to 
ſider how they like coming into a room new-painted 
hey may aſſure themſelves, the near approach of a lady 

o uſes this practice is much more offenſive. | 
Will Honeycomb told us, one day, an adventure he 
ce had with a Pict. This lady had wit, as well as 


or no other reaſon but to railly the torments of her 
lovers. She would make great advances to inſnare men, 


no provocation. Her ill- nature and vanity made 
nd con verſation; but her beauteous form, inſtead of 
being blemiſned by her falſhood and inconſtancy, every 
day increafed upon him, and ſhe had new attractions 
erery time he ſaw her. When ſhe obſerved Vill irre- 
ocably her flave, ſhe began to uſe him as ſuch, and after 
any fteps towards ſuch a cruelty, ſhe at laſt utterly ba- 
med him. The unhappy lover ſtrove in vain, by ter- 
le epiſtles, to revoke his doom; till at length he was 
forced to the laſt refuge, a round ſum of money to her 
mad. This corrupt attendant placed him carly in the 
morning behind the hangings in her miſtreſs's dreſſing- 
om. He ſtood very conveniently to obſerve, without 


ding feen, The Pict begins the face the deſigned to 
worked a full half hour before he knew her to be the 


5 


complexion, 
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Me confuſions, according as the objects before them, ot 


deauty, at will; and made it her buſineſs to gain hearts, 


but without any manner of ſcruple break off when there 


ny friend very eaſily proof againſt the charms ot her wit 


ear that day, and I have heard him proteſt the had 


ame woman. As ſoon as he ſaw the dawn ot that 


— OT EI 


. Arie SER UE, 
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complexion, for which he had fo long languiſped, . y 

thought fit to break from his concealment, repeany = 

that of Cowley : VV N 
Th' adorning Thee with ſo much art, 

Is but a barb'rous ſkill; x ; 

"Tis like the pois'ning of a dart, ta 

Too apt before to kill, 1 

e | F 

The Pit ſtood before him in the utmoſt confuſion, wil} * * 

the prettieſt ſmirk imaginable on the finiſhed fide of hf X 

face, pale as aſhes on the other. "Honeycomb ſeized I © * 

her gallypots and waſhes, and carried off his handk: Wi * © 


chief full of bruſhes, ſcraps of Spaniſh wool, and phil 
of unguents, The lady went into the country, the toe 
was cured, e 
It 1s certain no faith ought to be kept with cheats, al 
an oath made to a Pi& is of itſelf void, I would ther 
fore exhort all the Britiſh ladies to ſingle them out, 1 
do I know any but Lindamira who ſhould be exempt fron 
diſcovery ;, tor her own complexion is ſo delicate, thi 
the ought to be allowed the covering it with paint, a 
puniſhment for chooſing to be the worſt piece of an a 
tavt, inſtead of the maſterpiece of nature, As for 
part, who have no expectations from women, and cond 
der them only as they are part of the ſpecies, I do nt 
Half ſo much fear otfending a beauty as a woman d 
ſenſe; I ſhall therefore produce ſeveral faces which han 
been in public this many years, and never appemed, | 
will be a very pretty entertainment in the play-bovl 
when I have aboliſhed this cuſtom, to ſee ſo many i 
_ cies, when they firſt lay it down, incog. in their on 
taces. 1 | TA 8 . | | 
| In the mean time, as a pattern for improving ther 


_ charms, let the ſex ſtudy the agreeable Statira. B 
features are enlivened with the chearfulneſs of her mind N 
and good-humour gives an alacrity to her eyes. Sbe C 


graceful without affecting an air, and unconcerned wit 
out appearing careleſs, Her having no manner of al 
her mind, makes her want none in her perſon. _ 
How like is this lady, and how unlike is a Ticht 
that deſcription Dr. Donne gives of his wiſtreſs? q 
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— Her pure and eloquent blood | 
Spoke in her cheeks, and fo diſtinctly wrought, 
That one would almoſt ſay her body thought. 


*eKADVERTISEMENT. 

A young gentlewoman of about nineteen years of 
£ age (bred in the family of a perſon of quality lately de- 
© ceaſed) who paints the fineſt fleſh-colour, wants a place, 
and is to be heard of at the houſe of Minheer Gro- 
6 47 a Dutch Painter in Barbican. 


c 


B. She is alſo well-ſkilled in the drapery-part, 
and puts on hoods, and mixes ribbons ſo as to {uit the 
© colours of the face with great art and ſucceſs,” R 
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Garganum mugire putes nemus, aut mare Tigſcum; 
Tanto cum ftrepitu ludi ſpeftantur, & artes, 
Divitieque peregrinæ; quibus oblitus actor 
Cum ffetit in ſcena, concurrit dextera lægiæ. | 
Dixit adhuc aliquid ? Nil ſand. nid placet ergo? 
' Lana Tarentino wiolas imitata wenc x. R 
ö Hor, Ep. II. i. 202, 
i n 
Loud as the wolves, on Orca's ſtormy ſicep, 
Howl to the roarings of the northern deep : 
Such-is the ſhout, the long-ap landing note, 
At Quin's high plume, or Oldfield's petticoat; 
Or when from court a birth-day ſuit beitow'd 
Sinks the loſt actor in the tawdry load. 
Booth enters—hark ! rhe univerſal peal 
But has he ſpoken ?—Not a ſyllable. 
What ſhook the ſtage, and made the people ftare ?—- 
Cato's long wig, flow'r'd goin, and lacquer'd chair. 
CE dt i Re | =. POPE 
RISTOTLE has obſerved, that ordinary writers in 
i A tragedy endeavour to raiſe terror and pity in their 
anmence, not by proper ſentiments and expreſfions, but 
„ ns by 


Vox. I. 
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by the dreſſes and decorations of the ſtage. There ;; 
ſomething of this kind very ridiculous in the Engl 
theatre. When the author has a mind to terrify us, it 
thunders; when he would make us melancholy, the ſta 

is dukened. But among all our tragic artiſioes, I wn 
the moit offended at thoſe which are made uſe of to in- 
ſpire us with magnificent ideas of the perſons that ſpeak, 
The ordinary method of making an hero, is to clap a 
huge plume of teathers upon his head, which riſes ſo ve 

high, that there 1s often a greater length from his chin 
to the top of his head, than to the ſole ot his foot. One 
would believe, that we thought a great man and a tall 
man the fame thing. This very much embarraſles the 


actor, who is forced to held his neck extremely tiff and 


neady all the while he ſpeaks; and notwithitanding any 
_ anxieties which he pretends for his miſtreſs, his country, 

or his friends, one may fee by his action, that his greatet 
care and concern is to keep the plume of feathers from 
falling off his head. For my own part, when I fee a 
man uttering his complaints under fuch a mountain of 
feathers, I am apt to 40ok upon him rather as an unfor- 


tunate lunatic, than a diſtreſſed hero. As theie ſuper- 


fluous ornaments upon the head make a great man, 3 
princeſs generally receives her grandeur from thoſe addi- 
tional incumbrances that fall into her tail; I mein the 
broad ſweeping train that follows her in all ber motions, 
and finds conſtant employment for a boy who ſtands be- 
hind her to open and ipread it fo advantage. I do not 
know how others are affected at this fight, but I muſt 
confeſs, my eyes are wholly taken up with the page's 
part; and as for the queen, I am not ſo atientive to any 
thing ſhe ſpeaks, as to the right adjuſting of her train, 
leſt it ſhou'd chance to trip up her heels, or incommode 

ber, as ſhe walks to and fro upon the ſtage. It is, in 
my opinion, a very odd ſpectacle, to ſee a queen venting 
her paſſion in a diſordered mation, and a little boy taking 
Care all the while that they do not ruffle the tail of her 
goun. The parts thai the two perſons act on the flage 
at the ſame time, are very dif rent; the prince!: is 2'raid 
teſt ſhe could in-ur the diſpieaſure of the king her 1aiher, 
or ivie the hero her lover, whilſt her attendant is only 
concerned leſt ſhe ſhould entangle her feet in her petti- 
ae e e oe * We 
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We are told, that an ancient tragie poet, to move the 
pity of his audience for his exiled kings and diſtreſſed 
heroes, uſed to make the actors repreſent them in dreſſes 
and clothes: that were thread-bare and decayed. This 
artifice for moving pity, - ſeems as ill- contrived as that 
we have been ſpeaking of to inſpire us with a great idea 
of the perſons introduced upon the ſtage. In ſhort, I 
would have our conceptions raifed by the dignity of 
thought and ſublimity of expreſſion, rather than by a 
rain of robes or a plume of feathers. 
Another mechanical method of making great men, and 
adding dignity to kings and queens, is to accompany 
them with halberts and battle-axes. Two or three ſhit- 
ters of ſcenes, with the two candle-ſnutfers, make up a 
complete body of guards upon the Engliſh ſtage ; and by 
the addition of a few porters dreſted in red coats, can re- 
preſent above a dozen legions. I have ſometimes ſeen a 
couple of armies drawn up together upon the ſtage, when 
the poet has been diſpoſed to do honour to his generals. 
It is impoſſible for the reader's imagination to multiply 
twenty men into ſuch prodigious multitudes, or to fancy 
that two or three hundred thouſand foldiers are fighting 
in a room of forty or fifty yards in compaſs. Incidents 
of fuch a nature ſhould be told, not repreſented, 


Non tamen intiis | 
Digna geri promes in ſcenam: multaque tolles 

Ex oculis, que mox narret facundia prafens. | 
| 7 | Hor, Ars Poet. ver. 182. 


Yet there are things improper for a ſcene, 
Which men of judgment only will relate. : 
VVV e Ros cou Moo. 

I ſhould therefore, in this particular, recommend to 

my countrymen the example of the French ſtage, where 
the kings and queens always appear unattended, and 
leave their guards behind the ſcenes. I ſhould likewiſe _ 
glad it we imitated the French in baniſhing from our 
1 5 the noiſe of drums, trumpets, and huzza's; Which 
8 ometimes ſo very great, that when there is a batile in 
| Pe en, FFC the 
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the Hay-Market theatre, one may hear it as far as Char. 
ing-Croſs. | . - 1 
I have here only touched upon thoſe particulars which 
are made uſe of to raiſe and aggrandize the perſons of a 
tragedy; and ſhall ſhew in another paper the ſeveral ex. 
pedients which are practiſed by authors of a vulgar genius 
to move terror, pity, or admiration, in their hearers. 
The taylor and the painter often contribute to the 
ſucceſs of a tragedy more than the poet. Scenes affect 
ordinary minds as much as ſpeeches ; and our actors are 
very ſenſible, that a well-dreſſed play has ſometime 
brought them as full audiences, as a well-written one, 
The Italians have a very good phraſe to expreſs this art 
of impoſing upon the ſpectators by appearances : they 
call it the Fourberia della ſcena, the knavery or trickih 
part of the drama.” But however the ſhow and outſide 
of the tragedy may work upon the vulgar, the more un- 
derſtanding part of the audience immediately fee thro! it 
and deſpiſe it. SEE F ec 
A good poet will give the reader a more lively idea of 
an army or a batile in a deſcription, than if he actually 
faw them drawn up in ſquadrons and battalions, or en- 
gaged in the confuſion of a fight. Our minds ſhould be 
opened co great conceptions, and inflamed with glorious 
ſentiments, by what the actor ſpeaks, more than by what 
| he appears. Can all the trappings or equipage of a king 
or hero give Brutus half that pomp and majeſty which 
he receives from a fe lines in Shakeſpear ? 0 


3 
$4234 | 


| Thurſday, 


(ay, 
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He libi erunt artes; paciſiue imponere morem, 
Parcere ſabjectis, & debellare ſuperbos. 
he theſe thy arts; to bid contention ceaſe, 
Chain up ſtern war, and give the nations peace; 
O'er ſubject lands extend thy gentle ſway, 
And teach with iron rod the haughty to obey. 


HERE are crowd: of men, whoſe great misfortune 


1 it is that they were not bound to mechanic arts or 
trades ; it being abſolutely neceſſary for them to be led 
by ſome continval taſk or employment. 'Theſe are ſuch 


as we commonly call dull fellows; perſons, who for want 
of ſomething to do, out of a certain vacancy of thought, 


rather than curiofity, are ever meddling with things tor 


which they are unfit. I cannot give you a notion of 


them better than by preſenting you with a letter from a 


gentleman, who belongs to a ſociety of this order of men, 
rehding at Oxford. e e nie 


. c Oxford, April 13, 1711. 

*SIR, | Pour o'clock in the morning, 
1 ] N ſome of your late ſpeculations, I find ſome ſketches 
* 4 towards an hiſtory of clubs : but you ſeem to me to 


* ſhew them in ſomewhat too ludicrous a light. I have 
* well weighed that matter, and think that the moſt im- 
portant negotiations may beſt be carried on in ſuch aſ- 
* ſemblies, I ſhall, therefore, for the good of mankind 


* (which, I truſt, you and J are equally concerned for) 


* propoſe an inſtitution of that nature for example ſake. 
*I muſt confeſs the deſign and tranſactions of too 


5 many clubs are trifling, and maniteſtly of no conſe- 
quence to the nation or public weal ; thoſe I'll give 


H 3 


* you 


ViRs, En. vi. Beg. 
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you up. But you muſt do me then the juſtice to own, 


that nothing can be more utetul or laudable, than the 
ſcheme we go upon. To avoid nicknames and wit. 
ciſms. we call ourſelves The Hebdomadal Meeting; 


our Prefident continues for a year at leaſt, and ſome. 


times four or five: we are all grave, ſerious, deſigning 
men, in our way: we think it our duty, as far as in ds 
lies, to take care the conſtitution receives no harm 
Ne quid detrimenti Res capiat publica — To ce. 


ſure doctrines or facts, perſons or things, which we 


don't like; to ſettle the nation at home, and to car 

on the war abroad, where and in what manner we ſc 
fit. I other people are not of our opinion, we can't 
help that. Twere better they were. Moreover, we 
now aud then condeſcend to direct, in ſome meaſure, 


the litt;o affairs of our own Vnierlity, 


Ver ly, Mr. S$p-#aior, we are much offended at the 


a&t for importing French wines: a bottle or two ef 


good ſolid e ifying port at honeſt George's made 2 
night chcarful, and threw off reſerve. But this plaguy 
French claret will not only coſt us more money, but 
do us leis good: had we been aware of it, before it 


had gone tœo far, I muſt tell you, we would have pe- 


titioned to be heard upon that ſubject. But let that 
pals. LEE Oe OE EO LEVI 

I mult let you know likewiſe, good Sir, that we look 
upon a certain noithern prince's march, in conjunction 
with infidels, to be palpably againſt our good-will and 
liking, and, for all Monfieur Palmquiſt, a moſt den- 
gerous innovation; and we are by no means yet ſuie, 
that ſome people we not at the bottom on't, At 


leaſt, my own private letters leave room for a politi- 
cian, well verſed in matters of this nature, to ſuſpect 


much, as a penetrating friend of mine tells me. 
We think we have at laſt done the buſineſs with ti 
malecontents in Hungary, and ſhall clap up a peice 


© there, 


W % m m* 


What the neutrality army is to do, or what the army 


in Flanders, and what two or three other princes, 5 
not yet fully determined among us: and we wait im- 


patiently for the coming-in of the next Dyer, wh, 


you muſt know, is our authentic intelligence, of 


& Ai 
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« Ariſtotle in politics. And 'tis indeed but fit there 
« ſhould be ſome dernier refort, the abſolute decider of 
« all controverfics. 1 | | 

© We were lately informed, that the gallant train'd- 
bands had patroll'd all night long about the ſtreets cf 
London: we indeed could not imagine any occaſion for 
it, we gvetſed not a tittle on't aforehand, we were in 
nothing ot the ſecret ; and that city -tradeſmen, or their 
apprentices, ſhould do duty, or work, during the holi- 
days, we thought abfolinely impoſſible. But Dyer 
being politive in it, and ſome letters from other peo— 
ple, who had talked with fome who had it from thole 
who ſhould know, giving ſome countenance to it, the 
chairman reported from the committce, appointed to 
examine into that affair, that *twas poſſible there might 
be ſomething in't. I have much more to ſay to you, 
but my two good friends and neighbours, Dominick 
and Sly boots, are juſt come in, and the coitee's ready, 
„Jam, in the mean time, 

Mr. Spectator, | 9 55 
© Your admirer and humble ſervant, 


LY — - - - — — - Lad 


2 


© 4hratham Huth.“ 


| Yau may obſerve the turn of their minds tends only 


to novelty, and not ſatisfaction in any thing. It would 
be dilappointment to them, to come to certainty in any 


thing, for that would gravel them, and put an end to 
tier inquiries, Which dull tellows do not make for in- 
formation, but for exercite, 1 do not know but this 
may be a very wood way of accounting for what we fe- 
quently fee, to wit, that dll fellows prove very good men 
of bußnels. Baſinefs relieves then from their own na 
tal heavineſs, by furniſbing them with what to dog 
Whereas bufineſs to mercurial inen, is an interruption 
fron their real exiſtence and happineſs. Tho' the dull 

part of mankind are harmleſs in their amuſements, it 
were to be wiſhed they had no vacant time, becauſe they 
ulually undertake ſomething that makes their wants con- 
ſpicuous, by their manner of ſuppiying them. You 
hall ſeldom find a dull fellow of good education, but (if 
he happens to have any leiſure upon his hands) will turn 
1 = his 
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his head to one of thoſe two amuſements, for all fools 
ot eminence, politics or poetry. The former of theſe 
arts, is the ſtudy of all dull people in general; but when 
dulneis is lodged in a perſon of a quick animal life, it 
generally exerts itſelf in poetry. One might here men- 
tion a few military writers, who give great entertainment 
to the age, by reaſon that the ſtupidity of their heads i 
quickned by the alacrity of their hearts. This conſtitu. 
tion in a dull fellow, gives vigour to nonſenſe, and makes 
the puddle boil, which would 'otherwiſe ſtagnate, The 
Britiſh Prince, that celebrated poem, which was written 
in the reign of king Charles the ſecond, and deſerved] 
called by the wits of that age incomparable, was the el. 
tect of fuch an happy genius as we are ſpeaking cf. 
From among many other diſtichs, no leſs to be quoted on 
this account, I cannot but recite the two following lines; 


A painted veſt prince Voltager had on, 
Which from a naked Pict his grandſire won, 


Here if the poet had not been vivacious, as well ng 
ſtupid, he could not, in the warmth and hurry of non- 
| ſenſe, have been capable of forgetting that neither prince 
Voltager, nor his grand-father, could ftrip a naked man 
of his doublet; but a fool of a colder conſtitution would 
have ſtaid to have flea'd the Pitt, and made buff of his 
ſkin, for the wearing of the conqueror. 7 

To bring theſe obſervations to ſome uſeful purpoſe of 
life, what I would propoſe ſhould be, that we imitated 
thoſe wiſe nations, wherein every man learns ſome handi- 
craft-work. Would it not employ a beau prettily enough, 
if, inſtead of eternally playing with a ſnuff- box, be ſpent 
ſome part of his time in making one ? Such a method as 
this would very much conduce to the public emolument, 
by making every man living good for ſomething; for 
there Sy then be no one member of human ſociety, 

but would have ſome little pretenſions for ſome degree in 
it; like him who came to Will's coffee-houſe upon 4 
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merit of having writ a poſy of a ring, 


| Fi iday, 


5 
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| Tu, quid ego & Populus mecum deſideret, audi, 
: NE | Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 153- 


Now hear what ev'ry auditor expects. | 
8 Ros cou MON. 


Mo me feveral artifices which are put in 


A practice by the poets to fill the minds of an audi- 
ence with terror, the firſt place 18 due to thuncer 
and lightning, which are often made uſe of at the de- 
ſcending of a god, or the riſing of a ghoſt, at the 
vaniſhing of a devil, or the death of a tyrant. I have 
known a bell introduced into ſeveral tragedies with gout 
effect; and have ſeen the whole afſembly in a vay 


gieat alarm all the while it has been ringing. But 
there is nothing which delights and terrifies our Englith 
theatre ſo much as a ghoti, eſpecially when he appears 
in a bloody ſhirt. A ſpectre has very often ſaved a play, 


though he has done nothing but ſtalked acroſs the 
ſtage, or roſe through a clett of it, and ſunk again with- 


out ſpeaking one word. There may be a proper ſeaſon 


for theſe ſeveral terrors; and when they only come in 
as aids and aſſiſtances to the poet, they are not only 


to be excuſed, but to be applauded, Thus the found- 


ing of the clock in Venice Preſerved, makes the hems 


of the whole audience quake; and conveys a {trong«r 


terror to the mind than it is poſſible for words to do. 
The appearance of the ghoſt in Hamlet is a maiter- 
piece in its kind, and wrought up with all the circum- 
ſtances that can create either attention or horror. Ihe 
mind of the reader is wonderfully prepared for his 


Teception by the diſcourſes that precede it: his dumb 


behaviour at his firſt entrance ſtrikes the imagination 


rery ttrongly ; but every time he enters, he is ſtill more 
territying. Who can read the ſpeech with which you 1g 


Hamlet accoſts him, without trembling, 


— V — .... ⁵˙ mw , - — 
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Hor. Look, my Lond, | it comes! 

Ham. Angels and mivifters of grace defend us 1 
Be thou a {pirit of health, or goblin damn'd, 
Fring with thee airs from heav'n, or blaſts from hell; 
Be thy events wicked or charitable ; Y 
Thou com'ſt in ſuch a quettionable ſhape, _ 
That J will ſpeak to thec. . I'll call thee Hamlet, 
King, Father, Royal Dane. Oh! anſwer me, 

Let not me burſt in ignorance; but tell 

Why thy cauonizd bones, heanſes 5 in death, | 
Havre burſt their cearments? Why the ſepulebre, 
Wherein we faw thee quietly inurn'd, 

Hath op'd his ponderous and marble jaws. 

To cait thee up again? What may this. mean ? 
That thou dead coarſe again in complete feel 
Reviſit thus the glimples of the moon, 

Making night hideous? | 


I do not 5 amd fault with the artifices abore- 
mentioned when they ate introduced with {kill,- and ac- 
companieed by propertiogiable ſentiments and are 
in the writin ,. | 

For the mov ing of pity, our principal machine is 
the handkerchief ; and indeed, in our common tragedies, 
we ſhould not know very often that the perſons are 
in diſtreſs by any thing they lay, if they did not from 
time to time apply tbeir handkerchiets to their eyes, 
Far be it from me to think of banithivg this inſtrument 
of forrow from the ſtage; 1 know a tragedy could not 
ſubiaſt without it: all that I would contend for, is 
to keep it trom being infxapphed. Ina word, 1 would 
have the actor's tongue 15, mpaihize with his eyes. 

A diſconſolate mother, with a child in her hand, has 
frequently dran compaſfon from the audience, and 
has therefore gained a place in ſeveral tragedies. A 
modern writer, that obſerved how this kad took in other 
plays, being refolved to double the Gittrels, and melt 
his audience ice as much as thoſe betore him bad 
done, brought a princeſs upon the ſtage with a little bay 
in one hand and a girl in the other. This too hat 
a very good effect. A third poet, being reſolved to out- 
write all his Peda a ow you ago into lucedt hres 

ä | e 
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ebildren with great ſucceſs : and as-[ am informed» 
2 young gentleman, who is folly determined to break 
the molt obdurate hearts, has a tragedy by him, where 
the firſt perſon that appears upon the ſtage is ah at- 
ficted widow in her mourning-we-ds, with halt a ozen 
ſatherleſs children attending her, Fke thoſe that uſually 
hang about the figwre or charity. Thus teveral incidents, 
that are beautiful in a good writer, become ridiculous 
by falling into the hands of a bad one. 

But among all our methods of moving pity or terror, 
there is none fo abſurd and barbarous, and what more 
expoſes us to the contempt and ridicule of our neigh- 
bours, than that dreadful butcheting of one another, 
which is fo very frequent upon the Engliſh ſtage. To 
delight in ſeeing men ſtabbed, poiſoned, racked, or im- 
paled, is certainly the ſign of a cruel temper: and as 
this is often practiſed before the Britiſh audience, ſeveral 
French critics, who think theſe are eratciul {pectacies 
to us, take occaſion from them to repreſent us as A 
people that delight in blood. It is indeed very odd, to 
ſee our ſtage ſtrowed with carcaſes in the laſt ſcene of a 
tragedy; and to obſerve in the wardrobe of the play- 


bouſe ſeveral daggers, poniards, wheels, bowls for poi— 


foo, and many other inſtruments of death. Murdets 
and exeeutions are always tranfacted behind the ſcenes 
in the French theatre; which in general is very agree— 
able to the manners of a polite and civiized people : 
but as there are no exceptions to this rule on the French 
ſtage, it leads them into abfurdities almoſt as ridicu- 
lous as that which falls under our preſent cenſure, I 
temember in the famous play of Corneille, written upon 


the ſubjeR of the Horatit and Curiatii; the fire young 


hero who had overcome the Curiatii one af er ano her, 
Inſtead of being congratulated by his ſiſter tor his vice 
tory, being upbraide by her for having 1,09 ter low, 
in the height of his pathon and regain Kills Ber. 
It any thing could extenume fo brutal an action, it 
would be the doing of it on a ſudden, b-tore the ſens. 
timents of nature, retfon, or manto 1, could take 
place in him. However, to avoid public ble-dſled. as 
loon as his paſſion is wrought to iis, height, he fol- 
bow e his ſiſter the whole length of the flagc, and 
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ſorbears killing her till they are both withdrawn be. 
hind the ſeenes. I muft confeſs, had he murdered her 
before the audience, the indecency might have been 
greater; but as it 1s, it appears very unnatural, and 
looks like killing in cold blood. To give my opinion 
upon this caſe, the fact ought not to have been repre. 
N but to have been told, if there was any occaſion 
ior it. | | | 


It may not be unacceptable to the reader to ſee how | 


Sophocles has conducted tragedy under the like delicate 
circumſtances. Oreſtes was in the ſame condition with 
Hamlet in Shakeſpear, his mother baving murdered his 
father, and taken poſſeſſion of his kingdom in conſpiracy 
with the adulterer. The young prince therefore, being 
determined to revenge his father's death upon thoſe 


who filled his throne, conveys himſelf by a beautiful 


ſtratagem into his mother's apartment, with a reſolu- 
tion to kill her. But becauſe ſuch a ſpectacle would have 
been too ſhocking for the audience, this dreadful reſo- 
lution is executed behind the ſcenes: the mother is 
heard calling out to her ſon for mercy ; and the ſon anſwer- 
ing her, that ſhe ſhewed no mercy to his father; after 
which ſhe ſhrieks out that ſhe is wounded, and by what 
follows we find that ſhe is ſlain. I do not remember 
that in any of our plays there are ſpeeches made be- 
bind the ſcenes, though there are other inſtances of 
this nature to be met with in thoſe of the ancients : 
and I believe my reader will agree with me, that there 
is ſomething infinitely more affecting in this dreadful 
dialogue between the mother and her ſon behind the 
ſcenes, than could have been in any thing tranſacted 
before the audience. Qreſtes immediately after meets the 
uſurper at the entrance of his palace ; and by a-very 
happy thought of the poet avoids killing him betore 
the audience, by telling him that he ſhould live ſome 
time in his preſent bitterneſs of foul before he would 
diſpatch him, and by ordering him to retire into that 
part of the pahice where he had ſlain his father, whoe 
murder he would revenge in the very ſame place where 
It was committed. By this means the poet obſerves that 
_ decency which Horace atterwards eſtabliſhed by a rule, 
of forbearing to commit parricides or unnatural murders 
| before the audience, Ne 


NC. 
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Nec coram populo natos Medea trucidet, © 

s whe Ars Poet. ver. 185. 

Let not Medea draw her murd'ring knife, 

And ſpill her childrens blood upon the ſtage. 

e | 3 Ros cou oN. 
The French have therefore refin'd too much upon Horace's 
rule, who never deſigned to baniſh all kinds of death 
from the ſtage; but only ſuch as had too much horror 
in them, and which would have a. better effect upon 
the audience when tranſacted behind the ſcenes. I would 
therefore recommend to my countrymen the practice of 
the ancient poets, who were very ſparing of their pub- 
le executions, and rather choſe to perform them behind 
the ſcenes, if it could be done with as great an effect 
upon the audience. At the ſame time I muſt obſerve 
that though the devoted perſons of the tragedy were ſel- 
dom flain before the audience, which has generally ſome- 
thing ridiculous in it, their bodies were often produced 
after their death, which has always in it ſomething 
melancholy or terrifying; ſo that the killing on the 
ſtage does not ſeem to have been avoided only as an 
indecency, but alſo as an improbability. _ | 

Nec pueros coram populo Medea trucidet ; 

Aut humana palam coguat eta nefarius Atreus; 

Aut in avem Progne vertatur, Cadmus in anguem 2 

Ruodcungque oftendis mihi fic, incredulus odi, 

| 5 Hos. Ars Poet. ver. 185, 

Medea muſt not draw her murd'ring knife, 

Nor Atreus there his horrid feaſt prepare: 

Cadmus and Progne's metamorphoſis, 

(She to a fwallow turn'd, he to a ſnake) 

And whatſoever contradicts my ſenſe, 

I hate to ſee, and never can believe. | 

oo Ros cou ox. 
have now gone through the ſeveral dramatic inven- 
tons which are made uſe of by the ignorant poets to 
lupply the place of Tragedy, and by the ſkilful to im- 
prove it; fine of which I could wiſh intirely rejected, 
and the reſt to be uſed with caution. It would be an 
endleſs taſk to conſider Comedy in the ſame light, and 
r the innumerable ſhiits that ſmall wits put 
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in practice to raiſe a laugh. Bullock in a ſhort coat, 
and Norris in a long one, ſeldom fail of this etfect. lu 
ordinary comedies, a- broad and a narrow-biimm'd bat 
are ditterent characters. Sometimes the wit of the ſcere 
lies in a ſhoulderbet, and ſometimes in a pair « 
| whiſkers. A lover running about the ſtage, with hi; 

head peeping out of a barrel, was thought a very good jet deine 
in king Charles the ſecond's time; and invented by ore cant 
of the firſt wits of that age. But becauſe ridicule is 10 
ſo delicate as compaſſion, and becauſe the objects that 
make us laugh are infinitely more numerous than thoſ 
that make us weep, there is a much greater latitude tor 
comic than tragic artifices, and by conſequence a mich 
greater indulgence to be allowed them. 


1 2 5 4 4 


— ” — — 


No 45 Saturday, April 21. 


to pre 


e | that { 
Nati comatda e/t- . courl 
1 Ju v. Sat. 1, 10% Heut 0 
e ton. 
The nation is a company of players. | night 


a | | fultle, 
of i HERE is nothing which I more defire than a %% Vith 
1 and honourable peace, tho' at the ſame time I an Hut! 
very apprehenative of many ill conſequences that may at e m 
tend it. I do not mean in regard to our politics, but nay! 
our manners. What an inundation of ribbons and bro- Witte e 
cades will break in upon us! What peals of laughter ard 
impertinence ſhall we be expoſed to! For the preven- 
tion of theſe great evils, I could keartily wiſh that there 
was an act of parliament for prohibiting the imports» 
tion of French topperies. . Tl 
The female inhabitants of our iſland have already fe. 
ceived very ſtrong impreſſions from this ludicrous nation, 
tho' by the length ot the war, as there is no evil which 
has not ſome good attending it, they are pretty wel 
worn out and forgotten. I remember the time whe 
ſome of our well-bred country-wojmen kept ther vl 

| 15 ; 
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* Chambre, becauſe forſooth, a man was much more 


b 

. hndy about them than one of their own ſex. I my- 

e have ſcen one of theſe male Abigails tripping about 

de e room with a tooking-glais in his hand, and comb- 
of mo bis. lady's hair a Whole morning together, Whe- 

his ther or no there was any truth in the ſtory of a lady's 


hens got with child by one of theſe her handmaids I 
cannot tell, but I think at preſent the whole race of 
of WT them is extinct in our own count x. 

hat About the time that ſeveral of our ſex were taken into 
ove WT this kind of fervice, the ladies likewiſe brou»ht up the 
ior WW fabion of receiving viſits in their beds, It was then 
ich booked upon as a piece of ill-breeding for a woman to re- 
Ce to fee a man, becauſe ſhe was not ſtirring; and a 
porter would have been thought unfit for his place, that 
could have made fo awkward an excuſe. _ As I love to 
ke every thing that is new, I once prevailed upon my 
friend Will Honeycomb to carry me along with him to one 
of theſe travelled ladies, deſiring him, at the ſame time, 
v preſent me as a foreigner who could not ſpeak Englith, 
that ſo I m1ght not be obliged to bear a part in the dil- 
courſe, The lady, tho wilting to appear undreſt, had 
put on her beſt looks, and painted herſelf for our recep- 
ton. He hair appeared in a very nice diforder, as the 
night-cown which was thrown upon her ſhoulders was 
fulled with great care. For my part, I am fo ſhocked 


ITO, 


Cafe ib every thing that looks immodeſt in the fair ſex, 
Ian lt E could not forbear taking off my eye from her when 

y at- e moved in her bed, and was in the greateſt confuſion 
bit raginable every time the ſtirred a leg or an arm. As 
bro- te coquettes, who introduced this cuſtom, grew old, 
r and icy left it off by degrees; well knowing that a woman 
ven · WWW! threeſcore may kick and tumble her heart out withs 
there eat making any impreſſions. pri 


demproma is at preſent the moſt profeſt admirer of 
be French nation, but is ſo modeſt as to admit her vi- 


Orta - 


y re: Pants no farther than her toilet. It is a very odd fight | 
ion, en beautiful creature makes, when ſhe is talking poli- 
vbich s with her treſles flowing about her ſhoulders, and 
wel mining that face in the glaſs which does ſuch execu- 
wht en upon all the male ſtanders-by. How prettily does ſhe 
fas de ber diſcourſe between her woman aud her vitiants | 


What 


French is to make the ſex more fantaſtica), or, as they 
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What ſprightly tranſitions does ſne make from an open 
or a ſermon, to an ivory comb or a pin-cuſhion ? How 
have I been pleaſed to ſee her interrupted in ay account 
of her travels, by a meſſage to her footman ; and hold. 
ing her tongue in the midſt of a moral reflection, by ap. 
plying the tip of it to a patch | 
There is. nothing which expoſes a woman to oreater 
_ dangers, than that gaiety and airineſs of temper, whick 
are natural to moſt of the ſex. It ſhould be therefore 
the concern of every wiſe and virtuous woman, to keey 
this ſprightlineſs from degenerating into levity, Ou 
the contrary, the whole diſcourſe and behaviour of the 


are pleaſed to term it, more awakened,” than is conſiſtent 
either with virtue or diſcretion. To ſpeak loud in pub. 
lic aſſemblies, to let every one hear you talk of thing 
that ſhould only be mentioned in private, or in whuſpe, 
are looked upon as parts of a refined education. At the 
ſame time a bluſh is unfaſhionable, and filence more il. 
bred than any thing that can be ſpoken. In ſhort, dif 
_ eretion and modeſty, which in all other ages and cuun- 
tries have been regarded as the greateſt ornaments df 
the fair ſex, are conſidered as the ingredients of narroy 

converſation and family behaviour. : 
Some years ago I was at the tragedy of Macbeth, and 
unfortunately placed myſelf under a woman of quality 
that is ſince dead; who, as I found by the noiſe ſte 
made, was newly returned from France. A little befor 
the riſing of the curtain, ſhe broke out into a loud foil 
loquy, ** When will the dear witches enter?“ and im. 
mediately upon their firſt appearance, aſked a lidy 
that fat three boxes from her, on her right-hand, i 
thoſe witches were not charming creatures. A lite 
after, as Betterton was in one of the fineſt ſpeeches ol 
the play, ſhe. ſhook her fan at another lady, who fat 
far on her leit-hand, and told her with a whiſper tha 
might be heard all over the pit, we mult not expect to 
fee Balloon to-night. Not long after, calling out t9 4 
young baronet by his name, who ſat three {ets beige 
me, ſhe aſked him whether Macbeth's wite was Il 
alive; and before he could give an anſwer, fell a talk 
ing of the ghoſt of Banquo, She had by thy 2 
| ae i 1o17e 


formed a little audience to herſelf, and fixed the atten- 
tion of all about her. But as I had a mind to hear the 
play, I got out of the ſphere of her impertinence, and 
lanted myſelf in one of the remoteſt corners of the pit. 
This pretty childiſnneſs of behaviour is one of the moſt 
refined parts of coquetry, and 1s not to be attained in 
perfection by ladies that do not travel for their improve- 
ater ment. A natural and unconſtrained behaviour has ſome- 
ck thing in it ſo agreeable, that it is no wonder to ſee people 
tore WW endcavouring after it. But at the ſame time, it is ſo oo” 
ety WH hard to hit, when it is not born with us, that people of- 
ten make thernſelves ridiculous in attempting it. 
the A very ingenious French author tells us, that the ladies 
ther of the court of France, in his time, thought it ill-breed- 
ltent WY ing, and a kind of female pedantry, to pronounce an hard 


pub. word right; for which reaſon they took frequent occaſion - 


ung WY to uſe hard words, that they might ſhew a politeneſs in 


(per, murdering them. He further adds, that a lady of ſome 


ile quality at court, having accidentally made uſe of an hard 
word in a proper place, and pronounced it right, the 
d Bi hole aſſembly was out of countenance for her. 


ou. I muſt however be ſo juſt as to own, that there are 


ts ot many ladies who have travelled ſeveral thouſands of miles 
ie without being the worſe for it, and have brought home 
| with them all the modeſty, diſcretion, and good ſenſe, that 


wilt Fear numbers of travelled ladies, who have lived all their 
ſe (ie I days within the ſmoke of London, I have known a 
= woman that never was out of the pariſh of St. James's 

Oll- 


could have gleaned up in half the countries of 8 
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they went abroad with. As on the contrary, there are 


betray as many foreign fopperies in her carriage, as ſhe _ 


Monday, 
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Non bent N d: 'ſcordia ſemina rerum. 
T he; jarring ſeeds of ill-conforted things. 


HEN I want materials for this paper, it is my 
| cuſtom to go abroad in queſt of game ; and when 
I meet any proper ſubject, I take the firſt opportunity of 
ſetting dawn an hint of it upon paper. At the lane 
time I look into the letters of my corteſpondents, and if 
I find any ching ſuggeſted in them that may atford ma 
ter of ſpeculation, I likewiſe enter a minute of it in ny 
collection of materials. By this means I frequently cary 
about me a whole ſheet-full of hints, that u ould look like 
a ihapſody of nonſenſe to any body but myſelf; there d 
nothing in them but obſcurity and confuſion, raving ad 
inconſiſtency. In ſhort, they are my ſpeculations in the 
tir privciples, that, hke the world in its Chaos, are vol 
of all light, diſtinction, and order. 
About a week ſfivce there happened to me a very ocd 
accident, by reaſon of one of theſe my papers ot minutes 
which I had accidentally dropped at Lloyd's cofice-houis 
u here the auctions are ufualty kept. Before I miffed i 
there was a cluſter of people who had found it, and were 
dixverting theraſelves with it at one end of the cofes 
poule: it had raiſed ſo much laughter among them beiort 
I had obſerved what they were about, that Thad not the 
courage to own it. The boy of the coffec-houſe, * 
they had done with it, carried it about in his hand, a 
ing every body if they had dropped a written pe 
but nobody challenging it, he was ordered by thofe mer 
gentlemen who had before peruled it, to get up into e 
auction-pulpit, and read it to the whole room, that it il 
one would own it, they might. The boy accorvng 
mounted the pulpit, and wah a very audible voice read 
as follows: | 
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ir Roger de Coverley's Country Seat Ves, for J hate 
bng ſpeeches—Query, if a good Chriſtian may be a Con- 
jurer—Childermas-day, . Saitieller,. Houſe-Dog, Screech- 
Owl, Cricket—Mr. Thomas Inkle of London, in the 
5 good ſhip called the Achilles. Yarico — Agreſcitque 
% WW £:4:4o—Ghoſts—The Lady's Library Lion by Trade 
| Tailor Dromedary called Bucephalus —Equipage the 
Lady's um bo Charles Lillie to be taken notice 
Short face a relief to envy—Redandancies in the 
ben . three: profeſſions— King Latinus a recruit ſew devour- 
y of ing an ham of bacon—Weſtminiter-Abbey—Grand 
lame Cairo—Procraſtination—April Foole Blue Boars, Red 
i if i Lions, Hogs in Armour—Enter a King and two Fidlers 
ma- fu Admiſſion into the Ugly Club—Beauty, how im- 
n my boveable— Families of true and falſe Humour—The 
cary arot's School-Miſtreſs— Face half Pict half Britin 
e No Man to be an hero of a Tragedy under fix feet 
eie ib of Sighers—Letters from Flower-Pots, Elbow- 
gad chairs, Tapeſtry- figures, Lion, Thunder The Bell rings 
1n ted the Puppet- hom — Old-Woman with a beard marricd 


rod i ſmock-ſaced boy My next coat to be turned up 
with blue—Fable of Longs and Gridiron—Flower Dyers 
o Ihe Soldier's Prayer—Thank ye tor nothing, lays the 
inutes BY Gally-pot——Pactolus in Stockings, with golden clocks to 
houſe, e ben —Bamboos, Cudgels, Drum-fticks—Slip of my 
fed nf andlady's eldeſt Davghter—The black mare with a {tar 
{en in her torehead— The Barber's Pole —-Vill Honeycoms”s 
cotico at- pocket Celur's behaviour and my own in purallol 


betore 
10t the 
When 
id, Alk. 
papel! 
mei 
uto de 
t it am 
raing 


(C na 


Heumſlances— Pon in P'atch-work— Valli gratis of 
fricuſſus Achilles. — Ihe Female Conventicler he Ogle- 
o 3 (0 
The reading of this paper made the whole coffee-houſe 
fry merry; tome of them concluded it was written by 
nada, and others by fomeLody that had been taking 
Nes aut of the SHetator. Ove who had the appearance 
da very ſubſtantial citizen, told us, with feveral po- 
hie winks and nods, that he wiſhed there was no more 
u the paper than What was expreſſed in it: that for 
TH | 
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his part, he looked upon the dromedary, the gridirgy, 
and the barber's pole, to ſignify ſomething more than 
what was uſually meant by thoſe words; and that he 
thought the coftee-man could not do better than to cx 
the paper to one of the ſecretaries of ſtate. He further 
added, that he did not like the name of the outlandih 
man with the golden clock in his ſtockings. A young 
Oxford ſcholar, who chanced to be with his uncle at the 
coffee-houſe, diſcovered to us who this Pactolus was; | 
and by that means turned the whole ſcheme of this 
worthy citizen into ridicule. While they were making 
their ſeveral conjectures upon this innocent paper,! 
reached out my arm to the boy, as he was coming out of 
the pulpit, to give it me; which he did accordingly, 
This drew the eyes of the whole company upon me; 
but after having caſt a curſory glance over it, and ſhook 
my head twice or thrice at the reading of it, I twiſted 
it into a kind of match, and lit my pipe with it, My 
profound filence, together with the ſteadineſs of my 
_ countenance, and the gravity of my behaviour during 
this whole tranſaction, raiſed a very loud laugh on al 
ſides of me; but as I had eſcaped all ſuſpicion of being 
the author, I was very well ſatisfied ; and applying my- 
ſelf to my pipe and the Poſtman, took no farther notice 
of any thing that paſſed about me. „ 
My reader will find, that I have already made uſe of 
above half the contents of the foregoing paper; and wil 
eaſily ſuppoſe, that thoſe ſubjects which are yet un. 
touched, were ſuch proviſions as I had made for his tvs 
ture entertainment. But as I have been unluckily pee. 
| vented by this accident, I ſhall only give him the letter 
which relate to the two laſt hints. The firſt of them! 
ſhould not have publiſhed, were I not informed that there 
is many an huſband who ſuffers very much in his pf 
vate affairs by the indiſcreet zeal of ſuch a partner ® 1 
hereafter mentioned; to whom I may apply the bat 
barous inſcription quoted by the Biſhop of Saliſbury 1 
his travels; ; nimis pia oft, acta eft impia * Througa 
too much piety ſhe became impious . 


«$1, 
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' [ AM. one; of thoſe unhappy men that are fx agued 
( 


« eſpecially friends. Lectures in the morning, church- 
« meetings at noon, and -preparation-ſermons at night, take 
« up ſo much of her time, tis very rare ſhe knows what 
ye have for dinner, unleſs when the preacher is to be at 
„it. With him come a tribe, all brothers and ſiſters it 
« ſeems; while others, really ſuch, are deemed no rela- 
(tions. If at any time I have her company alone, ſhe 
(js a mere ſermon popgun, repeating. and diſcharging 


' exer weary I way go to bed, the noiſe in my head will 
not let me fleep till towards morning. The miſery of 
© my caſe, and great numbers of ſuch ſufferers, plead your 
| nine, to be lectured, 'preached, and prayed into want, 
{ unleſs the happineſs of being ſooner talked to death pre- 
dent it. Be SE 
thus : 5 ; 

EMSMRAYTATOR, Eon w inns 
[AM an Iriſh gentleman, that have travelled many 


have accompliſhed myſelf in the whole art of ogling, as 


Europe. Being thus qualified I intend, by the advice 


"anew flying ogle fit for the Ring; which I teach in 
' Garkening one of my windows. I have a manuſcript by 
 "Ulement, and you will very much oblige, 


MTS Tueſday, 
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with a goſpel- goſſip, ſo common among Diffenters, 


i texts, proofs, and applications, fo rn. that how=- 


pit and ſpeedy relief, otherwiſe muſt expect, in a little 


The ſecond letter relating to the Ogling-Maſter, runs 


1 years for my improvement; during which time 1 
lit is at preſent practiſed in all the polite nations of 
' of my friends, to ſet up for an ogling - maſter. I teach 
' the church-ogle in the morning, and the play-houſe 
' ogle by candle-light. I have alſo brought over with me 
* the duſk of the evening, or in any hour of the day by 
me called The Complete Ogler, which I ſhall be ready 
wo ſhew you upon any occaſion. In the mean time, I 
beg you will publiſh the ſubſtance of this letter in an ad- 


© Your, &c.“ 
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Ride, ff ſapis — 


Laugh, if you're wiſe. 


M R. Hobbes, in his diſcourſe of human nature, which, 
in my humble opinion, is much the beſt of all his 
works, after ſome very curious obiervations upon lauvhs 
ter, concludes thus: The paihon of laughter is nothing 
© elfe but ſudden glory arifing from ſome ſudden con- 
« ception of ſome eminency in ourſelves, by comparifun 
© with the infirmity of others, or with our own formerly: 
for men laugh at the follies of themſelves paſt, when 
they come ſudcenly to remembrance, except they bring 
with then) any preſent diſhonour,” — 
According to this author therefore, when we hear 1 
man laugh exceſſively, inſtead of ſaying be is very mern, 
we ought to tell him he is very proud. And indeed, if we 
look into the bottom of this matter, we ſhall meet with 
many obſervations to confirm us in his opinion. Ever 
one laughs at ſomebody that is in an inferior ſtate of 
folly to himſelf, It was formerly the cuſtom tor ever 
great houſe in England to keep a tame fool drefled in 
petticoats, that the heir of the family might have an ops 
ortunity of joking upon him and diverting himſelf with 
bis abſurchties. For the fame reafoa idiots are ſtill in re; 
queſt in moſt of the courts of Germany, where thee iz 
not a prince of any great magnificence, who has not tuo 
or three drefied, diſtinguiſhed, undiſputed tools in his re 
tinue, whom the relt of the courticrs are always breaks 
ing their jeſts upon, „ 
be Dutch, who are more famous for their indukny 
and application, than fot wit and humour, hang up 
| fevetal of their ſtreets what my call the fign of tit 


Gaper, that is, the head of an idiot dreſſed in a cap and 
bells, and gaping in a moſt immoderate manner: this 54 


Thy 


ſtauding jeſt at Am terdam, 


Mgr. 


mfora 
that « 
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Thus every one diverts himſelf with ſome perſon or 
ber that is belo him in point of underſtanding, and, 
junphs in the ſuperiority of his genius, whilſt he has 
} objects of deriſion before his eyes. Mr. Dennis 
very well expreſſed this in a couple of humorous 
16s, which are part of a tranſlation of a ſatire in Mon- 
eur Boileau. e 5 


Thus one fool lolls bis tongue out at another, 
And ſhakes\his empty noddle at his brother. 


achter among men of a groſs taſte; but as the :more 


ktted by ſuch ordinary objects, it may be worth the 
due to examine into the ſeveral provocatives of laughter 
men of ſuperior ſenſe and knowledge. 


ary drolls, whom the common people of all countries 
nine, and feem to love fo well, that they could eat 


termed Pickled Herrings ; in France, Jean Pottages; 
- * . 2 322 . 9 7 
laly, Maccaronies; and in Great-Iritain, Jack Pud— 


eg. Theſe merry wags, from whatſoever food they 

te aß ere their titles, that they may make their audiences. 
* ph, always appear in a fool's coat, and commit ſuch 
ed in 


ders and mi ſtakes in every ſtep they take, and every 


n O: they utter, as thoſe who liſten to them would be 
win ed of. : | | YL 
in te: 


bom which prevails every where among us on the firſt 
of the pretent month, when every body takes it in his 


de are more follies diſcovered, ſo there is more laughter 


duſty & on- this day than on any other in the whole year, 
püßg gabour of mine, who is a haberdafher by trade, and 
ot " ty ſhallow conceited fellow, makes his boaſts that for 
ap dae den years ſucceſſirely he has not made leſs than a 


Mr. Hobbes's reflection gives us the reaſon why the 
onificant people abovementioned are ſtisrers-up of 


xerſtanding part of mankind do not find their rifibility 
lu the firſt place I muſt obſerve, that there is a ſet of 


them,” according to the old proverb; I mean thoſe cir- 
nforancous wits whom every nation calis by the name 
that diſh of meat which it loves beſt. In Holland they 


Bit this little triumph of the underſtanding, under the 
ale of laughter, is no where more vitible than in that 


to make tis many fools as he cin. In proportion as 


ured April fools, My landlady had a falling out 
R 3% with 
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with him about a fortnight ago, for ſending eien 
one of her children upon ſome ſleeveleſs errand, 3 
ſhe terms it. Her eldeſt ſon went to buy an half. penn 
worth of incle at a ſhoemaker's ; the eldeſt daughter : 
diſpatched half a mile to ſee a monſter; and in thor 
the whole family of innocent children made April foe] 
Nay my landlady herſelf did not. eſcape him, Thi 
2 fellow has laughed upon theſe conceits er: 
Ince, | „ 
This art of wit is well enough, when confined to oy 
day in a twelvemonth ; but there is an ingenious tribe 
men ſprung up of late years, who are for making Ayn 
fools every.day in the year. Theſe gentlemen are con 
monly diſtinguiſhed by the name of Biters ; a race of me 
that are perpetually employed in laughing at thoſe nil 
takes which are of their own production, 
Thus we ſee, in proportion as one man is more re 
fined than another, he chooſes his fool out of a lower 
| higher claſs of mankind; or, to ſpeak in a more phik 
ſophical language, that ſecret elation and pride of he: 
which is generally called laughter, ariſes in him, from 
comparing himſelf with an object below him, whether 
ſo happens that it be a natural or an artificial fool, It 
indeed very poſſible, that the perſons we laugh at may 
the main of their characters be much wiſer ment 
_ ourſelves ; but if they would have us laugh at them, th 
muſt fall ſhort of us in thoſe reſpe&ts which ſtir upt 
paſſion. _ VV „„ 
5 I am afraid I ſhall appear too abſtracted in my ſpec 
lations, if I ſhew that when a man of wit makes us laug! 
is by betraying ſome oddneſs or infirmity in his ound 
rater, or in the repreſentation which he makes of othe 
and that when we laugh at a brute or even at an in 
mate thing, it is at ſome action or incident that bean 
remote analogy to any blunder or abſurdity in reaſon: 
Creatures. „ YE | 
But to come into common life; I ſhall paſs by the ca 
deration of thoſe ſtage coxcombs that are able to {hal 
Whole audience, and take notice of a particular for 
men who are ſuch provokers of mirth in converiit 
that it is impoſſible for a club or merry-meetins 
ſubſiſt without them; I mean thoſe horeit gente 
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that are always expoſed to the wit and raillery of their 

well-wiſhers and companions ; that are pelted by men, 

women, and children; friends and foes, and, in a word, 

ſtand as Butts in converfation,- for every one to ſhoot at 

that pleaſes. I know ſeveral of theſe Butts who are men of 

wit and ſenſe, though by ſome odd turn of humour, ſome 

unlucky caſt in their perſon or behaviour, they have al- 
ways the-misfortune to make the company merry. The 
truth of it is, a man is not qualified for a Butt, who 
has not a good deal of wit and vivacity, even on the ridi- 
culous fide of his character. A ſtupid Butt is only fit 
for the converſation of ordinary people; men of wit 
require one that will give them play, and beſtir himſelf 
in the abſurd part of his behaviour. A Butt with theſe 
accompliſhmets frequently gets the laugh of his fide, and 
turns the ridicule upon him that attacks him. Sjr John 
Falſtaff was an hero of this ſpecies, and gives a good 
deſcription of himſelf in his capacity of a Butt, alter 
the following manner; „Men of all forts,” ſays that mer- 
ry knight, © take a pride to gird at me. The brain of man 
is not able to invent any thing that tends to laughter 


6 other men.“ ' | | CG 


3 2 5 
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1 Per mulias aditum fibi ſcxpe figuras 


a in EKepperit. 


by Ihro' various ſhapes he often finds acceſs, 
caſon! Y e 


V correſpondents take it ill if I do not, from time 


wy IVI to time, let them know 1] have received their let- 
Yy * ters, The moſt effectual way will be to publiſh ſome of 
wh them that are upon important ſubjects 5 which 1 ſhall 
wei 


beeting 


290 to 
gent 0 FO 
f 


90 to a fraternity who thought fit to make me an hono- 
tary member. . T | | 


hs : 


„ more than I invent, or is invented on me. I am not 
“only witty in myſelf, but the cauſe- that wit is in 


Orb. Met, xiv. 652. 


uwfroduce with a letter of my on that I writ a fortnight 


Vor. I. 255 To : 


— > 2, — = 
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To the Prefident and Feliows of the Ugly Club, 


» „ u 66 


May it pleaſe your Deformities, 


HAVE received the notification of the honour voy 
hare done me, in admitting me into your focictr. 
I acknowledge my want of merit, and for that reaiGy 


ſhall endeavour at all times to make up my own failures, 
by introducing and recommending to the club perſons 


of more undoubted qualifications than J can preteng 
to, I ſhall next week come down in the ſtage- coach, 
in order to take my feat at the board; and ſhall bring 


with me a candidate of each ſex. The perſons I ſhall 


preſent to you, are an old beau and a me dern Pict. If 
they are not ſo eminently gifted by nature as our af. 
ſembly expects, give me leave to fay their acquire] 
uglineſs 18 greater than any that has ever appeared 
before you. The beau has varied his dreſs every day 
of his life for theſe thirty years laſt paſt, and ſtill added 
to the detormity be was born Wich. The Pict has {i! 
greater merit toward us, and has, ever ſince ſhe camt 
to years of diſcretion, deſerted the handſome party, 


and taken all poſſible pains to acquire the face in which 


I ſhall prefent her to your conſideration and favour. | 


"4 


am, gentlemen, 1 


© Your moſt obliged. humble ſervant, 

| | = The Spedater, 

P. S. I defire to know whether you adinit people of 
quality.“ N 1 FT 

Mr. Spectator, NE April 1. 

T O ſhew: you there are among us of the vain weak 


ſex, ſome that have honeſty and fortitude enough 
to dare to be ugly, and willing to be thought ſo; [ 


apply myſelf to you to beg your intereft and recom- 


mendation to the Ugly Club. It my own word wil 
not be taken, tho? in this caſe a woman's may, I can 
bring credible witneſs of my qualifications fer thei 
company, Whether they inſiſt upon hair, forehead, 
cyes, cheeks, or chin; to which I muſt add, that 


I find it eafier to lean to my left fide, than my 


— AA IS PI ts 
: . WP eons — 1 note. NE —— 
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fight. I hope I am in all reſpects agreeable; and for 
humour and mirth, I'll keep up to the preſident him- 
(fell. All the favour Pl pretend to is, that as I am the 
fit woman that has appeared deſirous of good company 
and agreeable converfation, I may take and keep the 
c upper end of the table. And indeed I think they 
6 want a carver, which I can be after as ugly a man- 
der ſas they can wiſh. I deſire your thoughts of my 
; claim as ſoon as you can, Add to my features the 


5 (length of my face, which is full halt-yard ; tho” J 
p © never knew the reaſon of it till you gave one for the 
I borneſs of yours. If I knew a name ugly enough 
| ito belong to the above-deſcribed face, I would feign 
if done: but, to my unſpeakable misfortune, my name is 
5 i the only diſagreeable prettineſs about me; ſo pr'ythee 
is: make one for me that ſigni fies all the detormity in the 
100 world. You underſtand Latin, but be ſure bring it 


an with my being, in the fincerity of my heart, 
0 a 5 


me | Your moſt frightful admirer, 
ty, eg band ſervant, 
uch | 


© Hecarti5sA, 


© Mr. Spectator, 


" 'T READ your diſcourſe upon affe tation, and frem 
1c, Wh > the remarks made in it examined my own heart fo 
 finctly, that I thought I had found out its moſt ſecret 

le of menues, with a reſolution to be aware of you for 
the future. But alas! to my ſorrow I now undlerſtapd, 

| (that I have ſeveral follies which I do not know th 
„. rot of. I am an old fellow, and extremety troubled” 
weck (nh the gout: but having aways a ſtrong vanity to- 
ouch ' wards being pieating in the eyes of women, 1 never 
6:1 bare a moment's caſe, but I ain mounted in bich- heat d 


com bees with a glazed wax-leather inſtep. Wo days after a 
3 wil bete fit 1 was invited to a friend's houſe in the city, 
] can mice I believed I ſhould tee ladics; and. with ny 

tat uſual complaiſance crippled myſelf to wait upon then 


1440 


ehead, A very ſumpiuous table, agrecable company, and 
| that und reception, were but ſo many importunate addi- 
n nons to the torment I was in. A gentleman of the 
Tights | benny obſerved my condition; and, ſoon after the 


1 2 queen's 
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A 


queen's health, he in the preſence of the whole con. 
pany, with his own hands, degraded me into an d 


pair of his own ſhoes, This operation, before fi 


ladies, to me, who am by nature a coxcomb, Ji © 
ſotfered with the ſame reluctance as they admit 11, © 
help of men in their greateſt extremity, The rem © 0 
of eaſe made me forgive the rough obligation H 
upon me, which at that time relieved my body fta 

a diſtemper, and will my mind for ever from a fh = 


For the charity received, I return my thanks this way, 


* Your moſt humble ſervant 


8 1 R, Epping, April 13 


is \ E have your papers here the morning they con * 
0 out, and we have been very well entertaive \ 
with vour laſt, upon the falſe ornaments of paſo 5 
* who repreſent heroes in a tragedy, What made yo 1 
ſpeculation come very ſeaſonably among us is, th 6 
* we have now at this place a company of ſtrollers, "Ml fer, 
* are very far from offending in the impertinent pen fad 
of the drama, They are fo far from talling into tte in h 
« julie gallantrics, that the ſtage is here in its or more 
s nal ſituation of a cart. Ales auder the Great was att hin! 
by a fellow in a paper cravat. The next day, tA but | 
s Earl of Eſtex ſeemed to have no diſtreſs but his porer that 
aud my lord Foppington the fame morning ware thin; 
any better means to ſhew himſelf a top, than by wei cl 
ing tlackings of different colours. In a word, iſ late 
* they have had a full barn for many days togeh flatte 
our itinerants are ſtill ſo wietchedly poor, that, wi from 
cout you can prevail to ſend us the furniture you "Ul 3 {ki 
bid at the play-houſe, the heroes appear only e who! 
« {turdy beggars, and the heroines gipties. We h beba 
nad but one part which was performed and die an 
+ with propriety, and that was juſtice Clodpate. I , th 
* As {o well done, that it offended Mr. Jultice Ovet tions 
* who, in the midſt of our whole audience, as, | opu 
Quixote in the puppet-ſhow, ſo highly prorok ch! $ fl 
© he told them, it they would more compaſſion, it ſho by t 
* tc in their own perſons, and not in the chiracte latio 


diftrefled princes and potentates: he told them,“ 
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* 43 c were ſo good at finding the way to people's hearts, 
« they ſhould do it at the end of bridges or church- 
6 porches, in their proper vocation of beggars. "This, 
i the juſtice ſays, they muſt expect, fince they could nc 


Alexander, but mult preſume to make a mockery ot 
© one of the Quorum. | | ; 
e 6 Your ſervant.' 


— 


— ene 4 
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* 


— 


% Thurſday, April 26. 


nt. 

1l 13 T... 1 | 

_ — Hominem pagina noflra ſapit. Maint, 
COT | 
te Men and their manners I deſcribe, | 
(rio! I Ts 55 3 = 

: yo T is very natural for a man, who 1s not turned for 
th mirthful meetings of men, or aſſemblies of the fait 


„ier, to delight in that fort of converſation which we 
end fond in coffee-houſes. Here a man of my temper is 
tte in his element; for if he cannot talk, he can ſtill be 


hinfell, in being only an hearer, It is a fecret known 
but to fey, yet of no ſmall uſe in the conduct of lite, 
that when you fall into a man's converſation, the fist 
thing you ſhould confider is, whether he has a greater 
inclination to hear you, or that you ſhould hear him. The 
latter is the more general defire, and 1 know very able 
flatterers that never ſpeak a word in praiſe of the perſons 
hom whom they obtain daily favours, but ſtill practiſe 
afkiltul attention to whatever is uttered by thoſe with 
whom they converſe. We are very curious to obſerve the 
behaviour of great men and their clients; but the ſame 


that have nothing elſe to do but make obſerva- 


ae a little potentate that has his court and 
$ 


Ons. 


be contented to act heathen warriors, and ſuch fellows a. 


more agreeabie to his company, as well as pleaſed in. 


7 and intereſts move men in lower ſpheres; and 
tons, ſee in every pariſh, ſtreet, lane, and alley, of this. 


flatterers, who lay ſnares for his affection and favour 
by the ſame arts that are practiſed upon men in higher 


Ea: 3 
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In the place I moſt uſuzlly frequent, men dif u. 
ther in the time of day in which they make a fee 
than in any real greatneſs above one another. I, he 
am at the cotfee houſe at fix in a morning, ken 
that my friend Beaver the haberdaſher has a levee of 
more undiſſembled friends and admirers, than maſt cf 
the courtiers or generals of Great Britain. Exery mag 
about him has, perhaps, a news-paper in his hand; bit 
none can pretend to gueſs what ſtep will be taken 1a 
any one court of Europe, *till Mr. Beaver has thrown 
down bis pipe, and declares what meaſures the allies 
mult enter into upon this new poſture of affairs, Our 
coftee-houſe is near one of the Inns of Court, and 
Beaver has the audience and admiration of his neigh 
bours from fix *till within a quarter of eight, at which 
time he is interrupted by the ſtudents of the hou ; 
ſome of whom are ready-dreſs'd for Weſtminſter, at eight 
in a morning, With faces as buſy as if they were re- 
tained in every cauſe there; and others come in their 
night-gowns to ſaunter away their time, as if they 
never deſigned to go thither. I do not know that! 
meet, in any of my walks, objects which more both 
my ſpleen and laughter fo effectually, as thoſe young 
young fellows at the Grecian, Squire's, Searl's, and all 
other coffee-houſes adjacent to the law, who riſe early 
tor no other purpoſe but to publiſh their lazineſs, One 
would think theſe young Virtuoſos take a gay cap and 
{l;ppers, with a ſcarf and party-coloured gown, to be en- 
ſizns of dignity; for the vain things approach each other 
with an air, which ſhews they regard one another tor 
their veſtments. I have obſerved that the ſuperionty 
among theſe proceeds from an opinion of gallantry and 
faſhion : the gentleman in the ſtrawberry ſaſh, who pie: 
ſides ſo much over the reſt, has, it ſeems, ſubſcribed 
to every opera this laſt winter, and is ſuppoſed to 1e- 


ceive favours from one of the actreſſes. | 
When the day grows too buſy for theſe gentlemen 
to enjoy any longer the pleaſures of their Deſhabille, 
with any manner of confidence, they give place to men 
who have buſineſs or good ſenſe in their faces, and come 
to the coftee-houſe either to. tranſact affairs or enjoy 
converſation. "The perſons to whoſe behaviour and 
e15courſe I have moſt regard are ſuch as are between 
e theie 
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theſe two ſorts of men; ſuch as have not ſpirits too ac- 
tire to be happy and well pleaſed in a private condition, 
nor complexions too warm to'make them neglect the du- 
ties and relations of life, Of theſe ſort of men conſiſt the 
worthier part of mankind ; of thele are all good fathers, 
generous brothers, ſincere friends, and faithful ſubjects. 
Their entertainments are derived rather from reaſon than 
imagination; which is the caule that there is no impa- 
ience or inſtability in their ſpeech or action. You fee 
in their countenances they are at home, and in quiet pol- 
ſeſion ot the preſent inſtant, as it paſſes, without deſiring 
to quicken it by gratifying any paſſion, or proſecuting any 
new deſign. Theſe are the men formed tor ſociety, and 
thoſe little communities which we expreſs: by the word 
neighbourhoods, 52 ä . 

The coffee-houſe is the place of rendezvous to all that 
live near it, who are thus turned to reliſh calm and ordi— 
dinary life. Eubulus preſides over the middle hours of 
the day, when this aftembly- of men meet together. He 
enjoys a great fortune handſomely, without launching into 
expence; and exerts- many: noble and uſetul qualities, 
without appearing in any public employment. His wiſ⸗ 
dom and knowledge me lerviceable to all that think fit to 
make uſe of them ; and he does the office of a council, a 
judge, an executor, and a friend, to all his acquaintance, 
not only without the profits which attend fuch offices, but 
_ alſo without the deference and homage which are uſually 
paid to them, The giving of thanks is diſpleaſing to him. 
The greateſt gratitude you can ſhew him, is to let him ſee 
you are the better man for his ſervices ; and that you are 
as ready to oblige others, as he is to oblige you. : 
In the private exigencies of his friends he lends, at 
legal value, conſiderable ſums, which he might highly in- 
creaſe by rolling in the public ſtocks. He does not con- 
hider in whoſe hands his money will improve moſt, but 
where it will do moſt good. 1 „„ 
Eubulus has fo great an authority in his little diurnal 
audience, that when he ſhakes his head at any piece ot 
public news, they all of them appear dejected; and, on 
the contrary, go home to their dinners with a good 
fomach- and chearful aſpect, when Eubulus ſecms to inti- 
mate that things go well. Nay, their vencration to- 
WE | 1 Wards 
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wards him is ſo great, that when they are in other com- 
pany they ſpeak and act after him; are wiſe in his ſen— 
tences, and are no ſooner ſat down at their own tables, 
but they hope or fear, rejoice or deſpond, as they ſaw 


lum do at the coffee-houſe. In a word, every man is 


Eubulus as ſoon as his back is turned. 
Having here given an account of the ſeveral rejons 
5 18 
that ſucceed each other from day- break till dinner-time, 
i ſnall mention the monarchs of the afternoon on an- 


other occaſion, and ſhut up the whole ſeries of them with 


the hiſtory of Tom the Tyrant; who, as ſirſt miniſter 
ot the coffee-houſe, takes the government upon him be- 
tween the hours of eleven and twelve at night, and gives 
his orders in the moſt arbitrary manner to the ſervants 
below him, as to the diſpoſition of liquors, coals, and 
 Cinders. | | 


— — 1 - * 


No 50 Friday, April 27. 


Nungaam aliud natura, aliud ſapientia diæit. 
1 | Joy. Sat, xiv. 321, 


| Good ſenſe and nature always ſpeak the ſame, 


HEN the four Indian kings were in this country 
about a twelvemonth ago, I often mixed with the 


rabble, and followed them a whole day together, being 
- wonderfully ſtruck with the fight of every thing that is 
new or uncommon. - I have, ſince their departure, em: 
ployed a friend to make many inquiries of their landlord 


the upholſterer, relating to their manners and converſa- 
tion, as alſo concerning the remarks which they made in 


this country : for, next to the forming a right notion of 


ſuch ſtrangers, I ſhould be deſirous of learning what ideas 


they have conceived of us. 5 „„ 
The upholſterer, finding my friend very inquiſitive 
about theſe his lodgers, brought him ſome time 2 
e | | Ko A le 
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tle bundle of papers, which he aſſured him were written 
by king Sa Ga Yean Qua Raſh Tow, and, as he ſup- 
poſes, left behind by ſome miſtake, Theſe papers are 
now tranſlated, and contain abundance of very odd ob- 
ſerrations, which I find this little fraternity of kings made 
during their ſtay in the iſle of Great Britain, I ſhall 
preſent my reader with a ſhort ſpecimen of them in this 
paper, and may perhaps communicate more to him here- 
atter, In the article of London are the following words, 
which without doubt are meant of the church of St. 
Paul, 3 
On the moſt riſing part of the town there ſtands a 
huge houſe, big enough to dontain the whole nation of 
which I am king. Our good brother E To.] O Koam, 
king of the Rivers, is of opinion it was made by the 
hands of that great God to whom it is conſecrated, The 
„hings of Granajah and of the Six Nations believe that 
it was created with the earth, and produced on the ſame 
„day with the ſun and moon. But for my own part, by 
* the beſt information I could get of this matter, I. am. 
' apt to think that this prodigious pile was faſhioned into 
the ſhape it now bears by leveral tcols and inſtruments, 
' of which they have a wonderful variety in this country. 
It was probably at firſt an huge miſ-ſhapen rock that 
grew upon the top of the hill, which the natives of the 
country, after having cut it into a kind of regular figure, 
bored and hollowed with incredible pains and induſtry, 
null they had wrought in it all tho{ beautiful vaults and 
" careros into which it is divided at this day, As ſoon 
' as this rock was thus curiouſly ſcooped to their liking, . 
' a prodigious number of hands muſt have been em- 
ployed in chipping the out-ſide of it, which is now as 
* imooth as the ſurtace of a pebble; and is in ſeveral. 
* places hewn out into pillars that ſtand like the trunks - 
of ſo many trees bound about the top with garlands of 
' eaves. It is probable that when this great work was 
begun, which mult have been many hundred years ago, 
there was ſome religion among this people: for they 
' give it the name of a temple, and have a tradition that 
an was defigued for men to pay their devotions in. 
And indeed there are ſeveral reaſons which make us 
' lk that the natives of this country had formerly 
LSE among 
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among them ſome fort of worſhip ; for they ſet apart 
every ſeventh day as ſacred: but upon my going into 
© one of theſe holy houſes on that day, I could not ob- 
© ſerve any circumſtance of devotion in their behaviour. 
There was indeed a man in black who. was mounted 
above the reſt, and ſeemed to utter ſomething with a 
great deal of vehemence ; but as for thoſe underneath 
« him, inſtead of paying their worſhip to the deity of the 


place, they were moſt of them bowing and curtſying to 


« one another, and a conſiderable number of them faſt 
« aſleep. | ny 
The Queen of the eountry appointed two men to 
attend us, that had enough of our language to make 
« themſelves underſtood in ſome few particulars, But 
we ſoon perceived theſe two were great enemies to one 
another, and did not always agree in the fame tory, 
« We could make a ſhiit to gather out of one of them, 
© that this ifland was very much infeſted with a monſtrous 
kind of animals, in the ſhape of men, called Whigs; 
© and he often told us, that he hoped we ſhould meet with 
none of them in our way, for that, if we did, they would 
© be apt to knock us down for being kings. | 
Our other interpreter uſed to talk very much of a 
* kind of animal called a Tory, that was as great a mon- 
« iter as the Whig, and would treat us as ill for being 
* foreigners. "Theſe two creatures, it fecms, are born 
with a ſecret autipathy to one another, and engage 
* when they meet às naturally as the elephant and the 
* rhinoceros. But as we ſaw none of either of thee 
« ſpecies, we are apt to think that our guides deceived 
* us with milrepretentations and fictions, and amuſed us 
with an account of tuch monſters as are not really in 
their country. | | f 
FTheſe particulars we made a ſhift to pick out from 
* the diſcourſe of our interpreters; which we put toge* 
ther as well az we could, being able to underſtand but 
here and there a word of what they ſaid, and afteru ars 
* making up the mcaning of it among ourſelves, Tre 
men of the country are very cunning and 1ngenious it 
'* handicraft works, but withal ſo very idle, that ve 
* otten ſaw young luſty raw-boned fellows carried vp and 
3 8 25 1 : | | | « dow 
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© down the ſtreet in little covered rooms by a couple of 
© porters, Who are mired for that ſervice. Their dreſs 1s 
©likewiſe very barbarous, for they almoſt ſtrangle them - 
© ſelves about the neck, and bind their bodies with many 
© Jigatures, that we are apt to think are the occation of 
© ſeveral diſtempers among them, which our country is 


intirely free from. Inſtead of thoſe beautiful feathers 


with which we adorn our heads, they often buy up a 
monſtrous buſh of hair, which covers their heads, and 
falls down in a large fleece below the middle of their 
backs; with which they walk up and down the ſtreets, 
and are as proud of it as if it was of their own growth. 
« We were invited to one of their public diverſions, 
where we hoped to have ſeen the great men of their 
country running down a ſtag or pitching a bar, that 
we might have diſcovered who were the perſons of the 
greateſt abilities among them; but inſtead of that they 
conveyed us into a huge room lighted up with abun— 
dance of candles, where this lazy people fat {till above 
three hours to ſee ſeveral feats of ingenuity performed 
by others, who it ſeems were paid for it. | 

As for the women of the country, not being able to 
talk with them, we could only make our remarks upon, 
them at a diſtänce. They let the hair of their heads 
grow to a great length; but as the men make a great 
ſhow with heads of hair that are none of their own, 
the women, who they ſay have very fine heads of hair, 


„ a K = „ K 


women look like angels, and would be more beautiful 
than the ſun, were 1t not for little black ſpots that are 
apt to break out in their faces, and fometimes riſe in 
very odd figures. I have obſerved that thoſe little 
blemiſhes wear off very ſoon; but when they diſappear 
in one part of the face, they are very apt to break out 
in another, inſomuch that I have ſeen a ſpot upon the 


the morning,” | | | 
The author then proceeds to fhew the abſurdity of 


breeches and petticoats, with many other curious ob- 


tie it up in a knot, and cover it trom being ſeen, The 


TT 


forehead in the afternoon, Which was upon the chin in 


fervations, which I ſhall referve ior another occation. 


I cannot however conclude this paper, without taking 
e | IO i Ro notice, 


1 
iy! 
{ 
j| 
| 
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notice, that amidſt theſe wild remarks there now and 
then appears ſomething very reaſonable. I cannot like. 
wife forbear obſerving, that we are all guilty in ſome 
meaſure of the ſame narrow way of thinking, which 
we meet with in this abſtract of the Indian Journal, 
when we fancy the cuſtoms, dreſſes, and manners, of other 
countries are ridiculous and extravagant, if they do not 
reſemble thoſe of our own, _ 0 
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Torqaet ab objcenis jam nunc fermonibus aurem. 
| Hon. Ep. II. 1. 127. 
He from the taſte obſcene reclaims our youth. 
Pop. 
Mr. Spectator, 


2 MI Y fortune, quality, and perſon, are ſuch as ren- 
5 der me as conſpicuous as any young woman in 
town. It is in my power to enjoy it in all its vanities, 
but I have, from a very careful 44 Rardoxing contracted a 
great averſion to the forward air and faſhion which is 
« practiſed in all public places and aſſemblies. I at- 
© tribute this very much to the ſtile and manners of our 
plays. A was 3 at the Funeral, where a con- 
fident lover in the play, ſpeaking of his miſtreſs, cries 
out — O that Hariot! to fold theſe arms about the 
1 waſte of that beauteous, ſtruggling, and at laſt yielding 
fair!“ Such an image as this ought, by no means, to 
be preſented to a chaſte and regular audience. I ex- 
7 oft your opinion of this ſentence, and recommend to 
_ © your wn orig as a Spectator, the conduct of the 
* ſtage ar preſent with relation to chaſtity and modeſty. 


« Your conſtant reader and well-wiſker, 


The 


Fer. THE SPECTATOR. 205 


The complaint of this young lady is ſo juſt, that the 
Fence is groſs enough to have diſpleaſed perſons. who 
knnot pretend to that delicacy and modeſty, of which 
e is miſtreſs. But there is a great deal to be ſaid in 
half of an author. If the audience would hut confidey 
e difficulty of keeping up a ſprightly dialogue for five 
Fs together, they would allow a writer, when he wants 
it, and can't pleaſe any otherwiſe, to help it out with a 
tle ſmuttineſs. I will anſwer for the poets, that no one 
er writ bawdry for any other reaſon but dearth of in- 
tion. When the author cannot ſtrike out of himſelf 
y more of that which he has ſuperior to thoſe who 
ae up the bulk of his audience, his natural recourſe is 
that which he has in common with them ; and a de- 
ption which rs a ſenſual appetite will pleaſe, 
en the author has nothing about him to delight a re- 
d imagination. It is to ſuch a poverty, we muſt im- 
e this and all other ſentences in plays, which are of 
s kind, and which are commonly termed luſcious ex- 
ſons, 1 a | '! 
his expedient, to ſupply the deficiences of wit, has 
n uſed more or leſs, by moſt of the authors who have 
ceded on the ſtage; tho' I know but one who has 
feſſedly writ a play upon the baſis of the deſire of 
Itiplying our ſpecies, and that is the polite Sir George 
jerege; if I underſtand what the lady would be at, in 
play called She would if She could, Other poets 
e, here and there, given an intimation that there is 
deſign, under all the diſguiſes and affectations which 
ly may put on; but no author, except this, has made 
work of it, and put the imaginations of the audience 
this one purpoſe, from the beginning to the end of 
comedy, It has always fared accordingly ; for whe- 
it be, that all who go to this piece would if they 
h or that the innocents go to it, to gueſs only what 
mu it She could, the play has always been well 
lifts an heavy empty ſentence, where there is added 
a laſcivious geſture of body; and when it is too lo 
raiſed even by that, a flat meaning is enlivened by 
Ing it a double one. Writers, who want Genius, 
I tail of keeping this ſecret in reſerve, to create a 
| FCC laugh, 
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on Fi 
laugh, or raiſe a clap. I, who know nothing of women c 
b ; a 3 an 
but from ſeeing plays, can give great gueſſes at the why 
ſtructure of the fair ſex, by being innocently placed i; WW 1 


the pit, and inſulted by the petticoats of their dancer; | 
the advantages of whoſe e Etgcmon are a great hel As 
to a dull play. When a poet flags in writing luſciouſ, 

a pretty girl can move laſcivioutly, and have the any 
good conſequence for the author, Dull poets in this c 5. 
uſe their audiences, as dull paraſites. do their patrons. P. 
when they cannot long divert them with their wil a 
humour, they bait their ears with ſomething which i 
agreeable to their temper, though below their under 
ſtanding. Apicius cannot reſiſt being pleaſed, if you gin 
him an account of a delicious meal; or Clodius, if ya 
deſcribe a wanton beauty; tho? at the ſame time, ii yg 
do not awake thoſe inclinations in them, no men are he. 


ter judges of what is juſt and delicate in coaverſatio N 
But, as I have before obſerved, it is eaſter to talk to th 5 
man, than to the man of ſenſe. „„ CL gh 
It is remarkable, that the writers of leaſt learning aq If 
beſt ſkilled in the luſcious way. The poeteſſes of ti ad 
age have done wonders in this kind ; and we are bil, _ 
to the lady who writ Ibrahim, for introducing a pH I» 
ratory ſcene. to the very action, when the emperor thro: 
his handkerchief as a ſignal for his miſtreſs to tollow hu the 0 
into the moſt retired part of the ſeraglio. It muſt =" 
confeſſed his Turkiſh majeſty went off with a good 4A 
but, methought, we made but a ſad figure who Wk m9 nei 
without. This ingenious gentlewoman, in this pie in the 
bawdry, refined upon an author of the ſame ſex, wi, 1. - 
| the Rover, makes a country {quire ſtrip to his dran . - 
But Blunt is diſappointed, and the emperor is unceri. .1! if 
to go on to the utmoſt. The pleaſantry of ſtrippug ne 5 
moſt naked has been ſince practiſed, Where indeed verfon 
ſhould have begun, very ſucceſsfully at Barthobafhat tue 
Sas: 5 „ = | good an 
It is not here to be omitted, that in one of the onen 
mentioned female . compoſitions, the Rover is ver) ſi The, 
quently ſent on the ſame errand; as I take it, ra ma 
once every act. This is not wholly unnatural; 10, engine 
ſay, the men-authors draw themſelves in their d 8 


d eithe 
: a4... {5 
characters, and the women-writers may be allos 
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fame liberty. Thus, as the male wit gives his hone os 
good fortune, the female gives her heroine a good gal- 


a play one can go to, but the hero or fine gentleman of it 
fruts off upon the ſame account, and leaves us to conſi- 
der what good office he has put us to, or to employ our- 
felves as we pleaſe. To be plain, a man who frequents 
plays would have a very reſpectful notion of himſelf, 
a cre he to recollect how often he has been uſed as a 


" pimp to raviſhing 2 or ſucceſsful raxes. When the 


8 tors make their Exit on this good: occation, the ladies 
are ſure to make an examining glance from the pit, to 
ſee how they reliſh what paſſes; and a few lewd fools are 
very ready to employ. their talents upon the compoſure 
or treedom of their looks. Such incidents as theſe make 
ſome ladies wholly abſent themſelves from the play-houſe; 
and others never miſs the firſt day of a play, leſt it ſnould 


nance to it on the ſecond, © | 


ſtead of this pitiful way of giving delight, would turn their 
thoughts upon raiſing it from ſuch good natural impulſes 
as are in the audience, but ars choked up by vice and 


the fame time. If a man had a mind to be new in his 
way of writing, might not he who is now repreſented as 


tis neighbour and friend, and lies with half the women 


character in it; I fay, upon giving the comedy another 


hat there is room enough to catch at mens hearts to their 
500d and advantage, if the poets will attempt it with the 
poneſty which becomes their characters. 75 
n a manner ſo very abandoned, as not to be capable of 
hſhing an agreeable character, that is no way a flave 


generous, 


— ·² —w 
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Jant, at the end of the play. But, indeed, there is hardly 


ptore too luſcious te admit their going with any counte- 


If men of wit, who think fit to write for the ſtage, in- 


luxury, they would not only pleaſe, but betriend us at 


a fine gentleman, tho? he betrays the honour and bed of 
in the play, and is at laſt rewarded with her of the beſt _ 
caſt, might not ſuch a one divert the audience quite as 
well, if at the cataſtrophe he were found out for a traitor, 


and met with contempt accordingly ?. There is ſeldom-a . 
perlon devoted to above one darling vice at a time, ſo 


There is no man who loves his bottle or his. miſtreſs, | 


d either of thoſe purſuits, A man that is temperate, | 
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| keeping a woman's heart long, where ſhe may have 5 
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generous, valiant, chaſte, faithful and honeſt, may, 2 
the ſame time, have wit, humour, mirth, good- breeding, 
and gallantry, While he exerts theſe latter qualities, 
twenty occaſions might be invented to ſhew he is matte; 
of the other noble virtues. Such characters would mite 
and reprove the heart of a man of ſenſe, when he i 
given up to his pleaſures. He would ſee he has been 
miſtaken all this while, and be convinced that a ſound 
conſtitution and an innocent mind are the true inore. 
dients for becoming and enjoying life. All men ot true 
taſte would call a man of wit, who ſhould turn his am. 
bition this way, a friend and benefactor to his country; 
but I am at a loſs what name they would give him, who 


but di. 


ala | 
Tota 
Thilſt 
nd he 
hat f 


makes uſe of his capacity for contrary purpoſes. eh. 
ET eee —— 
Ne 52 Monday, April 30. a 
3 1 formit 

| | 17 5 ve ho 

Omnes ut terum meritis pro talibus annos te big 
Eaigat, & pulchrd faciat te prole parentem. nina 
. ä VIC. En. i. 7, co 

To crown thy worth, ſhe ſhall be ever thine, p the 
And make thee father of a beauteous line. of | 
A N ingenious correſpondent, like a ſprightly wise, per pet 
A will always have the laſt word, I did not think ny acid 
laſt letter to the deformed fraternity would have oc * g 
honed any anſwer, eſpecially ſince I had promiſed then E def 
fo ſudden a vifit; but as they think they cannot ſkew 100 i len 
great a veneration for my perſon, they have already ſem . at 
me up*an anſwer. As to the propoſal of a marriage be: f in] 
tween myſelf and the matchleſs Hecati{{a, I have but ore 1 be. | 


objection to it; which is, that all the ſociety will expe 
to be acquainted with her; and who can be ſue d 


much choice? I am the more alarmed at this, becauſe tit 
lady ſeems particularly ſmitten with men of their wal ; 
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believe I ſhall ſet my heart upon her; and think 
ever the worſe of my miſtreſs for an epigram a ſmart 
low writ, as he thought, againſt her; it does but the 
ore recommend her to me. At the ſame time I cannot 
it diſcover that his malice is ſtolen from Martial, 


ada places, audita places, fi non wideare 
Tota places, neutro, fi videare, places. 


Thilc in the dark on thy foft hand I hung, 

nd heard the tempting Siren in thy tongue, 
hat flames, what darts, what anguiſh, I endur'd ! 
it hen the candle enter'd I was cur'd. 


OUR letter to us we have received, as a Tana) 
mark of your favour and brotherly affection. We 


ſha!l be heartily glad to ſee your ſhort face in Oxford; 


and ſince the wildom of our legiſlature has been im- 


mortalized in your ſpeculations, and our perſonal de- 


formities in ſome ſort by you recorded to all poſterity ; 


xe hold ourſelves in gratitude bound to receive, with 


tie higheſt reſpect, all ſuch perſons as for their extra- 
ordinary merit you ſhall think fit, from time to time, 


to recommend unto the board. As for the Pi&tiſh dam- 


jel, we have an eaſy chair prepared at the upper end 
the table; which we doubt not but ſhe will grace 
th a very hideous aſpect, and much better become 
e feat in the native and unaffected uncomelineſs of 


ber perſon, than with all the ſuperficial airs of the 


encil, which, as you have very ingeniouſly obſerved, 
raniſh with a breath; and the molt innocent adorer 
lay deface the ſhrine with a ſalutation, and, in the li- 
nal ſenſe of our poets, ſnatch and imprint his balmy 
les, and devour ker melting lips: in ſhort, the only 

es of the Pictiſn kind that will endure the weather, 


ul be of Dr. Carbuncle's die; tho? his, in truth, has 
oth him a world the painting; but then he boaſts with 
xes, in æternitatem pingo; and oft jocoſely tells 


e air ones, would they acquire colours that would 
and kiffing, they muſt no longer paint but drink for a 


Mplexion ; a maxim that in this our age has been 
ued with no ill ſucceſs; and has been as admirable 
I „„ Lis 


— 
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Js 
in its effects, as the famous coſmetic mentioned jy tj 
Poſt-man, and invented by the renowned Britiſh Hip 
pocrates of the peſtle and mortar ; making the put, 
after a due courſe, roſy, hale, and airy; and the bei 
and moſt approved receipt now extant for the fever gf 
the ſpirits. But to return to our female candid, 
who, I underſtand, is returned to herſelf, and will »y 
longer hang out falſe colours; as ſhe is the firſt of be; 
ſex that has done us ſo great an honour, ſhe will cer. 
* tainly, in a very ſhort time, both in profe and vert; 
be a lady of the moſt celebrated deformity noy living; 
© and meet with admirers here as frightful as herielt 
But being a long-headed gentlewoman, I am «pt u 
imagine ſhe has ſome further deſign than you hure 
© penetrated ; and perhaps has more mind to the &? \ 
tor than any of his fraternity, as the perſon of uod. 
world ſhe could like for a paramour: and if fo, rah 
I cannot but applaud her choice; and ſhould be glad ii + 
it might he in my power, to effect an amicable acc © Ng 
* modation betwixt two faces of fuch different extreme: 
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as the only poſſible expedient, to mend the breed, «if * 4 
_* retity the phyſiognomy of the family on both a 
© And again, as ſhe is a lady of a very fluent elociio Ml fan 
+ you need not fear that your firſt child will be bo « aig, 
© dumb, which otherwiſe you might have ſome real t 2 
to be apprehenſive of, To be plain with you, I al fate 
© ſee nothing ſhocking in it; for tho! ſke has not a do) 
© like a John-Apple, yet as a late friend of mine, wi 
© ſixty-five ventured on a laſs of fifteen, very frequent Th 
in the remaining five years of his life, gave me to ul ba 
derſtand, that, as old as he then ſeemed, when te, 
_ © were firit married he and his ſpouſe could make . N 
© fourſcore ; ſo may madam Hecatiſſa very juſtly an, | _ 
6 hereafter, that, as long-viſaged as ſhe may then the 
thought, upon their wedding-day Mr, Spectator al; 
© ſhe had but half an ell of face betwixt them; ard! Mert 
my very worthy predeceſſor, Mr. Serjeant Chin, . n an 


ways maintained to be no more than the true oral p! 
portion between man and wife. But as this may be 
new thing to you, who have hitherto had no expe 
tions from women, I ſhall allow you what time! 
think fit to conlider on't; not without ſome ys 
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t ſeeing at laſt your thoughts hereupon ſubjoined te 
mine, and which is an honour much deſired: by, 
| Sir, 

* Your aſſured friend, 
and moit humble ſervant, 
1 75 . . Goblin, Præſes.“ 


The following letter has not much in it; but, as it is writ- 

ten in my own praiſe, I cannot from my heart ſuppreſs it. 
8 IR, Ts p 

a * propoſed, in your Spectator of laſt Tueſday, 
1 Mr, Hobbes's hvpothefis, tor ſolving that very 
odd phanomenon of laughter. You have made the 
{ bypothefi3 valuable by efpoufing it yourſelf ; for, had it 
' continued Mr. Hobbes's, nobody would have minded it. 
Now here this perplexed caſe ariſes. A certain com- 


' ery paper of yours; and the truth on it is, he muſt be 


* ſtand it out againſt ſo much comedy, and not do as we 
did. Now there are few men in the world ſo far loſt 
to all good ſenſe, as to look upon you to be a man in a 


1 * do you juſtify your hypotheſis of laughter? 

= © Thurſday, the 26th of Jour moſt humble, 
dhe month of Fools. „ £2 
wn | the month o FOE 1 5 4 8 
100 IN anfrer to your letter, I muſt defire you to recolledt 


 yourſelt; and you will find, that, when you did me, 
' the honour to be ſo merry over my paper, you laughed 


and not at 85 
| © Your humble ſervant, 


. 


— — —— 


' pany laughed very heartily upon the reading of that 


a man of more than ordinary conſtancy that could 


i ſtate of oy inferior to himſelf, Pray then, how 


＋ the Idiot, the German Courtier, the Gaper, the. 
Merry-Andrew, the Haberdaſher, the Biter, the Butt ;. 


6 The Spectator.” : 
Tueſday, 
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— Aliquando bonus dormitat Homer#s, 


Hos. Ars Poet, ver, 359, 


Homer himſelf hath been obſery'd to nod. 
| | | +. Roscomnox, 


M* correſpondents grow ſo numerous, that I can. 
not avoid frequently inſerting their applications 
„„ NN 


Mr. Sheclator, 1 


1 I AM glad I can inform you, that your endeavours 
2M to adorn that fex, which is the faireſt part of the 
© viſible creation, are well received, and ]ike to prove rot 
* unſucceſsful, The triumph of Daphne over her ſifer 
« Letitia has been the ſubject of converſation at ſeveral 
« tea-tables where I have been preſent ; and I have ob- 
_ © ſerved the fair circle not a little pleaſed to find you con- 
* fidering them as reaſonable creatures, and endeavouling 
© to baniſh that Mahometan cuſtom which had too much 
« prevailed even in this iſland, of treating women as il 
© they had no ſouls, I muſt do them the juſtice to tay, 
that there ſeems to be nothing wanting to the finiſhing 
© of theſe lovely pieces of human nature, beſides the 
© turning and applying their ambition properly, and the 
keeping them up to a ſenſe of what is their true met! 

£ Epictetus, that plain honeſt philoſopher, as little as he 
had of gallantry, appears to have underſtood them, 4 

© well as the polite St. Evremont, and has hit this point 
© very luckily. © When young women, ſays he, arr 

& at a certain age, they hear themſelves called Miſtrellez, 
and are made to believe that their only buſineſs b U 

« pleaſe the men; they immediately begin to dreſs, as 
place all their hopes in the adorning of their perſons; 
e 1t is therefore,” continues he, worth the while 9 

| & endeavour by all means to make them ſenſible, tht 
the honour paid to them is only upon account of thei 

„conducting themſelves with virtue, modeſty, and ar 

& cretion,” 5 | 3 N 
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£ Now to purſue the matter yet further, and to render 
your cares for the improvement of the fair-ones more 
effectual, I would propoſe a new method, like thoſe 
applications which are ſaid to convey their virtue b 

ſympathy ; and that is, that in order to embelliſh the 
miſtreſs, you ſhould give a ne education to the lover, 
and teach the men not to be any longer dazzled by falſe 
charms and unreal beauty, I cannot but think that if 
our ſex knew always how to place their eſteem juſtly, 
de other would not be ſo often wanting to themſelves 


in de rung it, For as the being enamoured with a 


womau i tenſe and virtue is an improvement to a 


n' anderitanding and morals, and the paſſion is 
ennobled by the object which inſpires it; ſo on the 
other ſide, the appearing amiable to a man of a wiſe 
and elegant mind, carries in itſelf no ſmall degree of 
merit and accompliſhment, TI conclude therefore, that 
one way to make the women yet more agreeable is, 0 


make the men more virtuous,  ' 


J am, Sir, eos 
+ Your moſt humble ſervant, 


April 29. 


reſentment ; but I will ſuppofe, when you lay you 
expect an inundation of ribbons and brocades, and to 
fee many new vanities which the women will fall into 
upon a peace with France, that you intend only the un- 
thinking part of our ſex; and what methods can reduce 


them to reafon is hard to imagine, 


But, Sir, there are others yet, that your inſtructions 

might be of great uſe to, who, after their beſt endea- 
vours, are ſometimes at a loſs to acquit themſelves to a 
cenſorious world; I am tar from thinking you can al- 
together diſapprove of converſation between ladies and 
gentiemen, regulated by the rules of honour and pru- 
dence ; and have thought it an obſervation not ill 
made, that, where that was wholly denied, the women 
lolt their wit, and the men their good-manners. Tis 
ſure, from thoſe improper liberizes you mentioned, that 


a ſort of undiſtinguiſhing people ſhall baniſh from their 


C drawing- 
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' © drawing-rooms the beſt-bred men in the world, ard 
* condemn thoſe that do not. Your ſtating this point 
might, I think, be of good uſe, as well as much oblige, 
Sir, Your admirer and 
moſt humble ſervant, 
| Anna Bella“ 


No anfuver to this, till Anna Bella ſends a deſcription of thol 
Ihe calls the beſi-bred men in the work!, 


1 Mr. Speetator, ; 


© T AM a gentleman who for many years laſt paſt hare 
6 been well known to be truly ſplenetic, and that my 
ſpleen ariſes from having contracted ſo great a delicacy, 
by reading the beſt authors, and keeping the moſt re- 
fined company, that I cannot bear the leaſt impro- 
priety of language, or ruſticity of behaviour, Now, 
Sir, I have ever looked upon this as a wiſe diſtemper; 
but by late obſervations find that every heavy wretch, 
who has nothing to ſay, excuſes his dulneſs by com- 
plaining of the ſpleen. Nay, I ſaw, the other day, two 
tellows in a tavern-kitchen ſet up for it, call for a pint 
and pipes, and only by guzzling liquor to each other 
health, and wafting ſmoke in each other's face, pretend 
to throw off the ſpleen. I appeal to you whether theſe 
diſhonours are to be done to the diſtemper ct the great 
and the polite, I beſeech you, Sir, to inform theſe fel. 
lows that they have not the ſpleen, becauſe they cannot 
talk without the help of a glaſs at their mouths, or con- 
vey their meaning to each other without the interpoß. 
tion of clouds, It you will not do this with all ſpeec, 
1 aflure you, for my part, I will wholly quit the Cileak, 
and for the future be merry with the vulgar, _ 
= | 0 a 8 
* Your humble ſervant, 


A 
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Els is to let you underſtand, that I am ar: 
1 formed Starer, and conceived a deteſtation tor thi 


practice fom what you have writ upon the ſubject, 
SE. Bur as you have been very ſevere upon the behaviour 
* of us men at divine ſeryice, I hope you will not ben 
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apparently partial to the women, as to let them go 
holy unobſerved. If they do every thing that is poſ- 
ble to attract our eyes, are we more culpable than they, 
for looking at them? I happened laſt Sunday to be ſhut 
into a pew, Which was full of young ladies in the bloom 
of youth and beauty. When the ſervice began, IL had 
not room to kneel at the confeſſion, but as I ſtood kept 
6 my eves from wandring as well as I was able, till one 
or the young ladies, who is a Peeper, reſolved to bring 
town my looks, and fix my devotion on herſelf. You 
are to know, Sir, that a Peeper works with her hands, 
eres, and fan; one of which is continually in motion, 
while ſhe thinks ſhe is not actually the admiration of 
ſome Ogler or Starer in the congregation, As I ſtood, 
utterly at a loſs how to behave myſelf, ſurrounded as 
| was, this Peeper ſo placed herſelf as to be kneeling 
juſt before me. She diſplayed the moit beautiful 
boſom imaginable, which heaved and fell with ſome 
ferrour, while a delicate well-ſhaped arm held a fan 
orer her face. It was not in nature to command one's 
eyes from this object. I could not avoid taking notice 
alſo of ber fan, which had on it various figures, very 


n improper to behold on that occaſion. There lay in che 
„body of the piece a Venus, under a purple canopy furled 
0 with curious wreaths of drapery, half naked, attended 
N with a train of Cupids, who were buſied in fanning her 


as ſhe ſlept. Behind her was drawn a fatyr peeping 
over the filken fence, and threatening to break through _ 
t. I frequently offered to turn my tight another way, 
but was {till detained by the faſcination of the Pœeper's 
eyes, who had long practiſed a ſkill in them, to recal 
ihe parting glances of her beholders. You fee my com- 
% baut, and hope you will take theſe miſchievous people, 
; be Peepers, into your eonſideration: I doubt not but 
you will think a Peeper as much more pernicious than 
| adtarer, as an ambuſcade is more to be feared than an 
5 open aſſault, _ Eg: | | | 
= IJ am, Sir, 


© Your moſt obedient ſervant,” 


us Peeper uſing both fan and eyes, to be conſidered as 
2 Pict, and proceed accordingly, | 


— — 
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King Latinus to the Spectator, greeting, 


\£ H O' ſome may think we deſcend from our i 
6 perial dignity, in holding correſpondence will 
private Litterato; yet, as we have great reſpect tg 
good intentions for our ſervice, we do not efteen 
© beneath us to return you our royal thanks for what j 
© publiſhed in our behalf, while under confinement ing 
inchanted caſtle of the Savoy, and for your mentia; 
a a ſubſidy for a prince in misfortune, This your ting 
© zeal has inclined the hearts of divers to be aiding u 
aus, if we could propoſe the means. We have tak 
| © their good-will into conſideration, and have contrire 
© method which will be eaſy to thoſe who ſhall give 
aid, and not unacceptable to us who receive it. Ad 
© cert of muſic ſhall be prepared at Haberdaſhers-Halll 

© Wedneſday the ſecond of May, and we will honour 

© ſaid entertainment with our own preſence, where 
© petſon ſhall be aſſeſſed but at two ſhillings aud 
© pence. What we expect from you is, that you pul 

* theſe our royal intentions, with injunction that they 

© read at all tea-tables within the cities of London 

_ * Weſtminſter ; and ſo we bid you heartily farewe!, 
| + Latiuns King ot the Fol 
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Given at our court in Vinegar- yard, Hoty the third fin 
oy « earth, April 28, 1711. 
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rug following letter. being the firſt that I bart 
. ceived from the learned Univerſity of Cambriy 
could not but do myſelf: the honour of publiſin 


It gives an account of a new ſect of pu? 
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which has aroſe in that famous reſidence of learning; and 


10 perhaps the only {ect this age is likely to produce. 


( 


0 Mr. Spectator, 


Cambridge, April 26. 
«© DELIEVING you to be an univerſal encourager 


of liberal arts and ſciences, and glad of any in- 
formation from the learned world, I thought an ac» 


futed, 


* I have with grea 


© count of a ſect of philoſophers very frequent among us, 
but not taken notice of, as far as I can remember, by 
any writers either ancient or modern, would not be 
unacceptable to you. 'The philoſophers of this ſet 

are in the language of our Univerſity. called Lowngers, 
„Jam of opinion, that, as in many other things, fo 
e likewiſe in this, the ancients have been detective; viz, 
ein mentioning no pailoſophers of this fort. Some in- 
„ deed will aftirm that they are a kind of Peripatetics, be- 
' cauſe we fee them continually walking about. But I 
would have theſe gentlemen conſider, that tho? the an- 
(cient Peripatetics walked much, yet they wrote much 
allo; witneſs, to the ſorrow of this ſet, Ariſtotle and 
others : whereas it is notorious that moſt of our profaſſors 
| never lay out a farthing either in pen, ink, or paper. 
© Others are for deriving them from Diogenes, becauſe 
 ſexeral of the leading men of the ſect have a great deal 
' of the cynical humour in them, and delight much in 
| ſun-ſnine. But then again, Diogenes was content to 
have his conſtant habitation 19 a narrow tub, whilſt cur 
' philoſophers are ſo far from being of his opinion, that 
i is death to them to be confined within the limits of 2 
good, handſome, convenient chamber but tor half an 
hour. Others there are, who from the cleariets of 
their heads deduce the pedigrce of Lownge's from that 
{ great man, I think it was either Plito or Socrates, who 
' atter all his ſtudy and learning, prefelled, Thac all he 
then knew was, that he knew 


ten nothing. You eaſily fee, 
' this is but a ſhall | 


ow argument, and may be ſoon con- 


t pains and induſtry made my ob- 


ervations, from time to time, upon thele ſages; and, 


| having now all materials ready, am co.upiling a atiic, 
wherein I ſhall ſet torth the riſe and progrei 


s Ot this 
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King Latinus to the Spectator, greeting. 


H' ſome may think we deſcend from our js 
£ 4 perial dignity, in holding correſpondence with 
private Litterato ; yet, as we have great reſpect to; 
good intentions for our ſervice, we do not efteem 
beneath us to return you our royal thanks for what j 
© publiſhed in our behalf, while under confinement int 
© inchatted caſtle of the Savoy, and for your mention 
a a ſubſidy for a prince in misfortune. This your ting 
© zeal has inclined the hearts of divers to be aiding u 
© us, if we could propoſe the means. We hare take 
© their good-will into conſideration, and have contrirel 
© method which will be eaſy to thoſe who ſhall give t 
aid, and not unacceptable to us who receive it. Ac 
£ cert of muſic ſhall be prepared at Haberdaſhers-Hallf 
_ © Wedneſday the ſecond of May, and we will honourt 
© ſaid entertainment with our own preſence, where ea 
« petſon ſhall be aſſeſſed but at two ſhillings ande 
© pence. What we expect from you is, that you publi 
* theſe our royal intentions, with injunction that they! 
© read at all tea-tables within the cities of London 2 
s Weſtminſter ; and ſo we bid you heartily farewel. 
WES, 5 Latiuus King ot the J, 


Given at our court in Vinegar- yard, Hory the third fro: 
5 & earth, April 28, 1711. 
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H E following letter. being the firſt that I hat bar 
ceived from the learned Univerſity of Cambice BF «4 
could not but do myſelf the honour of publiſuug v. 
It gives an account of a new fect of phil Po 
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chich has aroſe in that famous reſidence of learning; and 
X perbaps the only ſect this age is likely to produce. 


\ Mr. Shectator, | - Cambridge, April 26, 
Y e ELIEVING you to be an univerſal encourager 
Dot liberal arts and ſciences, and glad of any in- 


© formation from the learned world, I thought an ac- 
© but not taken notice of, as far as I can remember, by 


« ynacceptable to you. Tbeœ philoſophers of this ſect 
are in the language of our Univerſity. called Lowngers. 


likewiſe in this, the ancients have been defective; viz. 
in mentioning no pailotophers of this fort. Some in- 
{ deed will aftirm that they are a kind of Peripatetics, be- 


q would have theſe gentlemen conſider, that tho? the an- 


"alſo; witneſs, to the forrow of this ſect, Ariſtotle and 
others: whereas it is notorious that moſt of our prof-flors 
| never lay out a farthing either in pen, ink, or paper. 
© Others are tor deriving them from Diogenes, becauſe 
ſereral of the leading men of the ſect have a great deal 


* {un-ſhine, But then again, Diogenes was content to 


* philoſophers are fo far from being of his opinion, that 
{tis death to them to be confined within the limits of a 
good, handſome, convenient chamber but tor half an 
hour, Others there are, who from the clearieſs of 


great man, I thynk it was either Plito or Socrates, who 
Vatter all his ſtudy and learning, prefelled, Thac all he 


1 then knew was, that he knew nothing. You cfily fee. 
"WHT bis is but a ſhallow argument, and may be ſoon con- 
* futed, | 1 
* I have with great pains and induſtry made my ob- 
Bo wed, from time to time, upon theic lages; and, 
iy having now all materials ready, am coupiling a tu, 


Vor, I. 


K : 5 6 4 TY ' we 


wh! 


© count of a ſect of philoſophers very frequent among us, 


© any writers either ancient or modern, would not be 


Jam of opinion, that, as in many other things, ſo 


' cauſe we ſee them continually walking about. But I 


E cient Peripatetics walked much, yet they wrote much 


of the cynical humour in them, and delight much in 


have his conſtant habitation ia a narrow tub, whilſt cur 


their heads deduce the pedigree of Lownge's from that 
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* ſamous ſect, together with their maxims, auſteritie, 


manner ot living, &c. Having prevailed with a friend 
who deſigns ſhortly to publiſh a new edition of Dioge. 
nes Laertius, to add this treatiſe of mine by way of 
ſupplement ; I ſhall now, to let the world fee wh 
may be expected from me, firſt begging Mr. Spe2atsr; 
leave thar the world may fee it, br .efly touch upon 
ſome of wy chiet obſervations. and then ſubſcribe my. 
felt your humble ſervant In the firſt place I fall vie 
you two or three of their maxims: the fundamental 
one, upon which their whole ſyſtem is built, is this, 


* viz, That time being an implacable enemy to and 
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* 

£ deſtroyer of all things, ought to be paid in his own 
coin, and be deſtroyed and murdered without mercy, 
© by all the ways that can be invented. Another favou- 
« rite ſaying of theirs is, That buſineſs was deſigned only 
for knaves, and ſtudy for block-heads. A third ſeems 
© to be a ludicrous one, but has a great effect upon their 
© lives; and is this, That the devil is at home, No 
* for their manner of living: and here I have a large 
« field to expatiate in: but I ſhall reſerve particulars 2 
my intended diſcourſe, and now only mention one or 
two of their principal exerciſes. The elder proficient 
© employ theinſelves in inſpecting mores hominum multorum, 
in getting acquainted with all the ſigns and windows in 
© the town, Some are arrived to ſo great knowledge, 
© that they can tell every time any butcher kills a cal, 
every time an old woman's cat is in the ſtraw; anda 
© thouſand other matters as important. One ancient phi- 
© loiopher contemplates two or three hours every day 
: | 


U de dial to the ſun. 
Although 1t be not ſhone upon. 


Our younger ſtudents are content to carry their ſpect- 
© Jations as yet no farther than bowling-greens, billiard- 


© tables, and ſuch like places. This may ſerve tor 4 


| © ſketch of my defign ; in which I hope I ſhall have your 
_ *. encouragement. I am, 


Re, mu 
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1 muſt be fo jult as to obſerve I have formerly ſeen of 
this ſe&t at our other Univerſity ; tho! uobdiſtinguiſbed 
by the appellation which the learned hiſtorian, my cor- 
reſpondent, reports they bear at Cambridge. They were 
erer looked upon as a people that impaired themſelves 
more by their ſtrict applications to the rules of their 
order, than any other ſtudents whatever. Others ſeldom 
hurt themſelves any further than to gain weak eyes, and 
ſometimes head-achs ; but theſe philoſophers are ſeized 
il over with a general inability, indolence, and wearinels, 
and a certain impatience ot the place they are in, with an 
beavine's in removing to another. . 

The Low ngers are ſatisfied with being merely part of 
the number of mankind, without diſtinguiſhing them— 
ſelres from amongſt them. They may be ſid rather to 
ſuffer their time to paſs, than to ſpend it, without re. 
gud to the pait, or proſpect of the future. All they 
know of life 18 only the preſent inſtant, and do not taſte 
eren that. When one of this order happens to be a 
man of fortune, the expence of his time is transferred to 
his coach and horſes, and his life is to be meaſured by- 
their motion, not his own enjoyments or ſufferings. The 
chief entertainment one of theſe philoſophers can poſ- 
bly propoſe to himſelf, is to get a reliſh of dreſs. 
This, methinks, might diverſify the perſon he is weary 
of, his own dear ſelf, to himſelf. I have known theſe 
|; WW amuſements make one of theſe philoſophers make. 
n tolerable figure in the world; with. variety of dreflcs 
in public afſemblies in town, and quick motion of his 
borſes out of it, now to Bath, now io Funbfidge, then 
tb New-Market, and then to London, he bas in proce's, 
oi time brought it to pals, that lis coach and his horſes. 
tare been mentioned in all thoſe places. When the 
Lowngers leave an academic lite, and, inficad of this 
nore elegant way of appearing in the polite ve rid, retue 
Þ the ſeats of their anceſtors, they uſua.ly join a pack of 
9s, and employ their days in defending tucir poultry 
om fokes: I do not know any other method that any 
ji this order has ever taken to make a noiſe in the 
oa; but I ſhall inquire into ſuch about this town us 
we arrived at the dignity of being Lowngers by the 
e 01 natural parts, without having ever ſcen an Uni— 
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ſity: and ſend my correſpondent, for the embelliſhmen 
of his book, the names and hiſtory of thoſe who pals 
their lives without any incidents at all; and how the 
ſhitt coftee-houſes and chocolate-houſes from hour 6 
hour, to get over the inſupportable labour of doing 
nothing. | N 
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——Tntus & in jecore egro 
Naſcuulur domini 


ER PRs. Sat. v. 129. 
Our paſſions play the tyrants in our breaſts. 


NI of the trades, profeſſions, and ways of 
A living among mankind, take their original either 
from the love of pleafure, or the fear of want, The 
former, when it becomes too violent, degenerates into 
Luxury, and the latter into Avarice. As theſe two prin- 
ciples of action draw different ways, Perſius has given us 
a very humourous account of a young fellow who us 
rouſed out of his bed, in order to be ſent upon a long 
voyage by Avarice, and afterwards over-perfuaded and 
kept at home by Luxury. I ſhall ſet down at lengb 
the pleadings of theſe two imaginary perſons, as they 
are in the original, with Mr. Dryden's tranſlation 6 
them, . | * 
Man pigcr. ſtertis: ſurge, iuquit Avaritia; cia 
Surge. Negas. Inftat, ſurge, inguit. Non queo. Surgt 
Et quid again ? Rogitas ? ſaperdas advehe fonto, 
een Ruppas, Hebenum, thus, lubrica cot 
Tolle recens primus piper & ſitiente cameo. | 
Verie altquid; jura. Sed Fufpiter audiet, Ehea!t 
Baro, reguſlatum digito terebrare ſalinum 
Contentus perages, ff vivere cum Fowe tends, 
Fam pucris pellem ſuccinctist & mnophorum afl 
Ocyvus ad natim: nil ob/tat quin trabe waſid . 
gam rapias, nift ſolers luxuria ante = 
SGedluclaii meneat ; que deinde injanc, ruis? Quo? 4 
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Nuid tibi vis? calido ſub peftore maſeula bilis 


Intumuit, quam non eatinxerit urna cicutæ. 

Tur mare tranſilias? Tibi tortd cannabe fulto 

Cæna ſit in tranſtro? Veientanumque rubellum 

Exhalet vapidd læſum pice ſeſſilis, obba ? 

Quid petis ? Ut nummi, quos hic quincunce modeſfs 
Nutrieras, peragant avidos ludare deunces ? 

2 Indulge genlo: carpamus dulcia: noftrum «7, 

9nd vv, cinis, & manes, & fabula fies. ; 
Vive memor leti. Fugit hora: hoc quod loguor, inde ef, | 
Fn quid agis? Duplici 777 diverſum feinderis hamo : 


Hunccint, an hunc jequerts ? 


Whether alone, or in thy harlot's lap, 
When thou wouldſt take a lazy morning's nap 3 
Up, up, fays Avarice ; thou ſnor'ſt again, 


of Stretcheſt thy limbs, and yawn'ſt, but all in vain, 
her The rugged tyrant no denial takes; | 
[he At his command th” unwilling fluggard wakes, 
10 What muſt I do? he cries; What? ſays his lord: 
Un- Why rife, make ready, and go ſtraight aboard: 
1 With fiſh from Euxine ſeas, thy veſlel freight; 

Was Flax, caſtor, Coan wines, the precious weight 
our Of. pepper, and Sabean incenſe, take FS 
* With thy own hands, from the tir'd camel's back, 
_ And with poit-haſte thy running markets make. 
they Be ſure to turn the penny; lye and fwear, 
1 'Tis wholſome ſin: but Jove, thou ſay'ſt, will hear. 


Swear, fool, or ſtarve; for the Dilemma's even: 
A tradeſman thou! and hope to go to heav'n ? 

m ' Refolv'd for ea, rhe ſlaves thy baggage pack, 
Each ſaddled with his burden on his back : 
Nothing retards thy voya're, now, but he, 

That ſoft, voluptuous prince, calld Luxury; 

And he may aſk this civil qusſtion; friend, 

What dott thou make a thipbowd? To what end? 

Art thou of Berhleim's noble college free? 

Stark, ſtaring mad, that thou go tempt the ſea 2 

Cubb'd ina cabbin, on a mattreſs lad. 

On a Lrown George, with onſed ſwobbers, fed ; 

Dead wine, that ſtinks of the Borachi », tup | 

ou From a foul jack, or greaſy maple cup? 
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Say, would'ſt thou bear all this, to raiſe thy ſtore 
From fix i' th' hundred to fix hundred more? 
Indulge, and to thy genius freely give: 

For, not to live at eaſe, is not to live: 

Neath ſtalks behind thee, and each flying hour 

Does ſome looſe remnant of thy life deyour. 

Live, while thou liv'ſt; for death will make us all 
A name, a nothing but an old wife's tale. TY 

Speak; wilt thou Avarice or Pleaſure chooſe 
. To be thy lord? Take one, and one refuſe. 

When a government flouriſhes in conqueſts, and is 
ſecure from foreign attacks, it naturally falls into all 
the pleaſures of luxury ; and as theſe pleaſures are ve 
cx penſive, they put thoſe who are addicted to them 
upon railing freſh ſupplies of money, by all the me. 
thods of rapaciouſneſs and corruption; fo that avarice 
ard luxury very often become one complicated prin. 
ciple of action, in thoſe whoſe hearts are whelly 
ſet upon eaſe, magnificence, and pleafure, The 
moſt elegant and correct of all the Latin hiſtorians ob- 
| ſerves, that in his time, when the moſt formidable ſtate 


of the world were ſubdued by the Romans, the Republic | 


ſunk into thoſe two vices of a quite different nature, 
lurury and avarice: and accordingly deſcribes Catiline 
as one who coveted the wealth of other men, at the ſame 
tiwe that he ſquander'd away his own. This obſervation 
on the commonwealth, when it was in its height cf 
power and riches, holds good of all governments that are 
iet in a ſtate of eaſe and proſperity, At ſuch times 
men naturally endeavour to outſhine one another in pomp 
and ſplendor, and having no fears to alarm them from 
abroad, indulge themſelves in the enjoyment of all the 
pleaſures they can get into their poſſeſſion; which natu- 
rally produces avarice, and an immoderate purſuit after 
wealth and riches. | Es 
As I was humouring myſelf in the ſpeculation of theſe 
two great principles of action, I could not forbear throw: 


ing my thoughts into a little kipd of allegory or fable, 


with which I ſhall here preſent my reader. | 
There were two very powerful tyrauts engaged in 1 
perpetual war againſt cach other: The name ot the fi 
was Luxury; and of the ſecond, Avarice, The atm dl 
Le, . „ 
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ench of them was no leſs than univerſal monarchy over 
the hearts of mankind. Luxury had many generals 
under him, who did him great ſervices, as Pleaſure, Mirth, 
Pomp, and Faſhion. Avarice was likewiſe very itrong 
in his officers, being taithfully ſerved by Hunger, In- 
duitry, Care, and Watchfulneſs : he had likewiſe a privy- 
countellor who was always at his elbow, and whiſper- 
ing ſomething or other in his car: the name of this 
1vy-counſellor was Poverty, As Avarice conducted 
himſelf by the counſels of Poverty, his antagoniſt was 
intirely guided by the dictates and advice of Plenty, who 
was his firſt counſellor and miniſter of {tate, that cos- 
certed all his meaſures for him, and never departed out 
of his fight. While theſe two gieat rivals were thus 
contending for empire, their conqueits were very vari- 
ous. Luxury got poſſeſſion of one heart, and Avyarice of 
another. The father of a family would often range 
himſeif under the banners of Avarice, and the ſon un- 
der thoſe of Luxury. The wite and huſbaud would 
otten declare themſelves on the two different parties; 
nay, the ſame perſon would very often fide with one in 
his youth, and revolt ro the other in his old age. 
Indeed the wife men of the world ſtood neuter ; but 
alas! their numbers were not conſiderable, At length, 
when theſe two potentates had wearied themſelves with 
waging war upon one another, they agreed upon an in- 
terview, at which neither of their counſellors were to 
be preſent, It is ſaid that Luxury began the parley, 
and after having repreſented the endleſs ſtate of war in 
which they were engaged, told his enemy, with a frank- 
neſs of heart which is natural to him, that he believed 
they two ſhould be very good friends, were it not for 
the inſtigations of Poverty, that pernicious counſellor, 
who made an ill uſe of his ear, and filled him with 
groundleſs apprehenſions, and prejudices, To this Ava- 
rice rephed, that he looked upon Plenty, the firſt mini- 
ſter of his antagoniſt, to be a much more deſtructive 
counſellor than Poverty, for that he was perpetually ſug- 
gelting pleaſures, baniſhing all the necetlary cautions 
againſt want, and conſequently undermining thoſe princi- 
ples on which the government of Avarice was founded. 
At laſt, in order to an accommodation, they agreed upon 
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this preliminary: That each of them ſhould im mediately 
diſmiſs his privy-counſellor. When things were thus 
far adjuſted towards a peace, all other e were 
ſoon accommodated, inſomuch that for the future they 
reſolved to live as good friends and confederates, and to 
ſhare betwen them. whatever conquefts were made on 
either fide, For this reaſon, we now find Luxury and 
Avarice taking pofleſſion of the fame heart, and dividin 


Ne 56 


the, ame perſon between them. To which I fill only 


add, thii fince the diſcarding of the counſellors abore. 
mentioned, Avarice ſupplies Luxury in the room of 
Plenty, as Luxury prompts Avarice in the place of 
Poverty. | N G 
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Felices errore ſuo — Lucan, i, 484 


Happy in their miſtake, 


PHE Americans believe that all creatures have ſouls, 


not only men and women, but brutes, vegetables, 
nay even the mult inanimate things, as ſtocks and ſtones, 
They believe the ſame of all the works of art, as of 
knives, boots, looking -glaſſes; and that as any of theſe 
things periſh, their ſouls go into another world, which 
is inhabited by the ghoſts of men and women. For this 
reaſon they ws place by the corps of their dead 
triend a bow and arrows, that he may make uſe of them 
in the other world, as he did of their wooden bodies in 
this. How abſurd ſoever ſuch an opinion as this may 
appear, our European philoſophers have maintained ſeveral 
_ notions altogether as improbable. Seme of Plato's fol- 
lowers in particular, when they talk of the world of ideas, 
entertain us with ſubſtances and beings no leſs extrava- 
gant and chimerical. Many Ariſtotehans have likewiſe 
ſpoken as vnintelligbly of their ſubſtantial forms, ! 
| ſhall only inſtance Albertus Magnus, who in his differ- 


tation upon the loadſtone obſerving, that fire will de- 
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ſroy its magnetic virtues, tells us that he took particu- 
ur notice of one as it lay glowing amidſt an heap of 
burning coals, and that he perceived a certain blue va- 
pour to ariſe from it, which he believed might be the 
ſubſtantial form, that 1s, in our Weſt-Indian phraſe, the 
Gul of the loadſtone. | 

There is a tradition among the Americans, that one 
of their countrymen deſcended in a viſion to the 
great repoſitory of ſouls, or, as we call it hete, to 
the other world; and that upon his return he gave h:s 
friends a diſtinct account of every thing he ſaw among 
thoſe regions of the dead. A triend of mine, whom I 
bare formerly mentioned, prevailed upon one of the in- 
terpreters of the Indian kings, to inquire ot them, it 
polible, what tradition they have among them of this 
matter ; which, as well as he could learn by many queſtt- 
ons which he aſk d them at ſeveral times, was in ſubſtance 
2s follows, | ; „„ | ; 

The viſionary, whoſe name was Marraton, after having 
travelled for a long ſpace under an hollow mountain, 
zrived at length on the confines of this world of ſpirits, 
but could not enter it by reaſon of a thick toreſt made 
up of buſhes, brambles, and pointed thorns, ſo perplexed 
and interwoven with one another, that it was impoſſible 
o find a paſſage through it, Whilſt he was looting | 
about for ſome track or path-way that might be worn 
in any part of it, he ſaw an huge lion couched under 
the fide of it, who kept his exe upon him in the 
ame poſture as when he watches for his prey. The 
ndian immediately ſtarted back, whilit the lion roſe wich 
p ſpring, and leaped towards him. Being wholly deſti- 
lute of all other weapons, he ſtooped down to take up 
n huge ſtore in his hand; but to his infinite furpriſe 
paſped nothing, and found the ſuppoſed ſtone to be only 
ke apparition of one. If he was diſ:ppointed on this 
ue, he was as much pleaſed on the other, when he 
dund the lion, which had ſeized on his Icit' ſhoulder, 
Jad no power to hurt him, and was only the gholt of 
a ravenous creature which it apeared to be. He no 
doner got rid of his impotent enemy, but he marched 
p to the wood, and after having ſurveyed it for ſome 
me, endeavoured to preſs into one part of it hat was a 
© hunger than the rat; when again, ro his great ur- 
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| N* 
prize, he found the buſhes made no reſiſtance, but he | 
walked through briers and brambles with the ſame eaſe the 
a: through the open air; and, in ſhort, that this whole of a 
wood was nothing elſe but a wood of ſhades. He im- lage 


mediately concluded, that this huge thicket of thorns lle; 
and brakes was deſigned as a kind of fence or quick. ſe ey 
hedge to the ghoſts it incloſed; and that probably their oh 
foft ſubſtances might be torn by theſe ſubtle points 
and prickles, which were too weak to make any impref. abou 
fions in fleſh and blood. With this thought he reſolved beter 
to travel through this intricate wood ; when by degrees oa 
he felt a gale of perfumes breathing upon him, that but, 
grew ſtronger and ſweeter in proportion as he advanced, N 
He had not proceeded much further, when he obſerved WI”? 
the thorns and briers to end, and give place to a thou. en 
ſand beautiful green trees covered with bloſſoms of the 
fineſt ſcents and colours, that formed a wilderneſs of ſweets 
and were a kind of lining to thoſe ragged ſcenes which 
he had before paſſed through, As he was coming out 
of this delightful part of the wood, and entering upon 
the plains it encloſed, he ſaw ſeveral horſemen ruſhing | 
by him, and a little while after heard the cry of 1 
pack of dogs. He had not liſtened long before he ſay 
the apparition of a milk-white ſteed, with a young man 
on the back of it, advancing upon full-ſtretch atter 
the ſouls of about an hundred beagles that were hunting 
down the ghoſt of an hare, which run away before then 
with an unſpeakable ſwiftneſs. As the man on the 
milk-white ſteed came by him, he looked upon him ey 
attentively, and found him to be the young prince 
Nicharagua, whe died abeut half a year before, andby 
reaſon of his great virtues was at that time lamented 
over all the weſtern parts of Ameri a. 
He had no ſooner got out of the wood, but he val 
entertained with ſuch a landſkip of flowery plains, geen 
meadows, running ſtreams, funny hills, and ſhady vals 
as were not to be repreſented by his own exprefiuny 
nor, as he ſaid, by the conceptions of others. Thi 
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happy region was peopled with innumerable ſwarms o rid 

 ſpinits, who applied themſelves to exerciſcs and die- nch 
. Gon according as their fancies led them. Some of the 
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uete toſſing the figure of a coit; others were pi | 
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the ſhadow of a bar; others were breaking the apparition 
of a horſe; and multitudes employing themſelves upon 
ingenious handicrafts with the fouls of departed uten- 
fls; for that is the name which in the Indian language 

they give their tools when they are burnt or broken. As 
he travelled through this delighttul ſcene, he was very 
often tempted to pluck the flowers that roſe every where 


\ WW :bout him in the greateſt vatiety and profuſion, having 
a never ſeen ſeveral of them in his own country ; but 
| Wc quickly found that though they were objects of his 
; ght, they were not liable to his touch. He at length 


came to the fide of a great river, and being a good fiſher- ' 


„ in himſelf, ſtood upon the banks of it ſome time to look 
4 upon an angler that had taken a great many ſhapes of 
1 fihes, which lay flouncing up and down by him. N 
ne 


I ſhould have told my reader, that this Indian had 
been formerly married to one of the greateſt beauties of 
his country, by whom he had ſeveral children. This 
wple were ſo famous for their love and conſtancy to 


00 Wore anotber, that the Indians to this day, when they 
{> ve a married man joy of his wife, wiſh that they may 
f 1 


re to ether like Marraton and Varatilda. Marraton had 
wt ſtood long by the filherman when he ſaw the ſhadow 
ff his beloved Yaratilda, who had for ſome time ved 
ter eyes upon him before he dilcovered her. Her 
rms were ſtretch'd out towards him, floods of tears ran 
lown her eyes; her looks, her hands, her voice called - 
Im over to her; and at the ſame time ſeemed to tell 
im that ihe river was unpaſſable. Who can deſcribe - 
be paſſion made up or joy, ſorrow, lo e, delire, aſtoniſh- 
eut, that roſe in the Indian upon the fight of his dear 
mtilda ? He could expreſs it by nothing but his tears, 
ach ran like a river down his cheeks as he looked 
bn her. He had not ſtood in this potture long, be- 


gen e he plunged into the ſtream that lay betore him; 
vals A finding it to be nothing but the phantom or a riger, 
ſons aked on the bottom of it *all he roſe on the dther tide, : 
* bis approach Varatilda flew imo his arms, ubiht 
mY Jaraton wiſhed himielt diſencumbered of that body 


ich kept her from his embraces. After many qu 
us and endearments on both fides, ſhe conducted 
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him to a bower which ſhe had dreſſed with her own 
hands with all the ornaments that could be met with in 
thoſe blooming regions. She had made it gay beyond 
imagination, and was every day adding ſometbing new 
to it. As Marraton ſtood aſtoniſhed at the unſpeakable 
beauty of her habitation, and raviſhed with the fragran 

that came from every part of it, Yaratilda told him 
that ſhe was preparing this bower for his reception, as 
well knowing that his piety to his god, and his taithf\] 
dealing towards men, would certainly bring him to that 
happy place, whenever his life ſhould be at an end, She 
then brought two of her children to him, who died ſome 


years before, and reſided with her in the ſame delight. 


ful bower ; adviſing him to breed up thoſe others which 
where ſtill with him in ſuch a manner, that they might 
hereafter all of them meet together in this happy place, 
The tradition tells us further, that he had ate wardz 
a fight of thoſe diſmal habitations which are the poi 


tion Of iil men after death; and mentions ſeveral molten | 


| ſeas of gold, in which were plunged the fouls of batbarous 
Europeans, who put to the ſword fo many thouſands of 
poor Indians for the ſake of that precious metal ; but 
| Having already touched upon the chief points of this tradi- 
tion, and exceeded the meaſure of my paper, I ſhall not 
give any further account of it. „ 


be 
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Duem pref? 3 pote/? mulier galeata pudorem, 
Duc figit d a]? 


| To * Sat. vi. 25h 
Wha: ſenſe of ſhame in woman's breaſt can lie, 
Inur'd to arms, aud her own ſex to fly? 


V HEN the wife of Hector, in Homer's Lia 
| diſcourſes wich her huſband about the bete 
in which he was going to engage; the hero, defrag 
her to leave that matter to his care, bids her go 9 

her maids and mind her ſpinning ; by which the poet 

1 : 8 intimate, 
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jntimates, that men and women ought to buſy themſelves 
in their proper ſpheres, and on fuch matters only as are 
ſuitable to their reſpective ſex, „ 

I am at this time acquainted with a young gentleman, 
who has paſſed a great part of his life in the nurſery, 
and, upon occaſion, can make a caudle or a ſack-poflet 
better than any man in England. He is hkewiſe a won- 
derful critic in cambric and muſhns, and will talk an hour 


together upon a ſweet-meat. He entertains his mother 
every nicbt with oblervations that he makes both in 


town and court; as what lady ſhews the niceſt fancy in 


her dreſs; what man of quality wears the faireſt wig; 


who has the fineſt linen, who the prettieſt ſnuff-box, with 
many other the like curious remarks, that may be made 


in good company.” . BY | | 

On the other hand I have very frequently the oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing a rural Andromache, who came up to 
town laſt winter, and is one ot the greateſt fox-hunters in 
the country. She talks of hounis and horſes, and 
makes nothing of leaping over a fix-bar gate. If a 
man tells her a wazziſh ſtory, ſhe gives him a puſh with 
her hand in jeſt, 1 | 


day, when ſhe could not think of the name ot a perſon, 
ſhe deſcribed him, in a large company of men and ladies, 
by the fellow with the broad ſhoulders, a | 


If thoſe ſpeeches and actions, which in their own na- 
ture are indifferent, appear ridiculous when they pro- 
ceed from a wrong ſex, the faults and imperfections of 


one ſex tranſplanted into another appear black and 


monſtrous. As for the men, I ſhall not in this paper 
any further concern myſelt about them; but as I would. 
fain contribute to make woman-kind, which is the moſt 
beautiful part of the creation, intirely amiable, and wear 
out all thoſe little ſpots and blemiſhes that are apt to riſe. 
among the charms which nature has poured out upon 
them, I ſhall dedicate this paper to their ſervice. Ihe 


ſpot which I would here endeavour to clear them of, is 
that party-rage which of late years 1s very much crept 
into their converſation. This is, in its nature, a male 
15 85 5 33 


calls him an impudent dog: and if 
her ſervant neglects his buſineſs, threatens to kick him 
out of the houſe. I have heard her, in her wrath, call 
a ſubſtantial tradeſman a louſy cur; and remember one 
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vice, and made up of many angry and cruel paſſions that 
are altogether repugnant to the ſoftneſs, the mode 


and thoſe other endearing qualities which are natural 10 


the fair ſex. Women were formed to temper inankind 
and ſooth them into tenderneſs and compaſſion; not tg 
ſet an edge upon their minds, and blow up in them thoſe 
paſſions which are too apt to riſe of their own accord, 
When I have ſeen a pretty mouth uttering calumnies 
and invectives, what would I not have given to have 
ſtopt it? How have I been troubled to ſce ſome of the 
fineſt teatures in the world grow pale, and tremble with 
party-rage? Camilla is one of the greateſt beauties in 
the Britiſh nation, and yet values herſelf more upon 
being the Virago of one party, than upon being the 
toaſt of both. The dear creature, about a week ago, 
encountered the fierce and beautiful Pentheſilea acroſs a 
tea-table; but in the height of her anger, as her hand 
ehanced to ſhake with the earneſtneſs ot the diſpute, ſhe 
ſcalded her fingers, and ſpilt a diſh of tea upon her petti- 
coat. Had not this accident broke off the debate, nobody 
knows where it would have ended. Ty 


There is one conlideration which I would earneſtly re- 


commend to all my temale readers, and which, I hope, 


will have ſome weight with them. In ſhort, it is this, 


\ that there is nothing ſo bad for the face as party-zeal, 
It gives an ill-natured caſt to the eye, and a diſagreeable 
ſourneſs to the look; beſides, that it makes the lines too 


ſtrong, and fluſhes them worſe than brandy. I have ſeen 
a woman's face break out in heats, as ſhe has been talking 
againſt a great lord, whom ſhe had never {een in her 


life; and indeed never knew a party woman that kept 


her beauty for a twelvemonth. I would therefore adviſe 


all my female readers, as they value their complexions, 
to let alone all diſputes of this nature; though, at the 
fame time, I would give free liberty to all ſuperanuated 


motherly partizans to be as violent as they pleaſe, fince 


there will be no danger either of their ſpoiling their 
faces, or of their gaining converts. . 
For my own part, I think a man makes an ndious and 


deſpicable figure, that is violent in a party; but a wo- 


man is too ſincete to mitigate the fury of her principles 


with temper and diſcretion, and to act with that caution 


and 
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and reſervedneſs which are requiſite in our ſex. When 
this unnatural zeal gets into them, it throws them into 


ten thouſand heats and extravagancies; their generous - 


ſhuls ſet no bounds to their love, or to their hatred ; and 
whether a whig or a tory, a lap-dog or a gallant, an 
opera or puppet-ſhow, be the object of it, the paſſion, 
while it reigns, engroſſes the whole woman. 

I remember when Dr. Titus Oates was in all his glory, 
| accompanied my friend Vll. Honeycomb in a viſit to a 
lady of his acquaintance. We were no ſooner fat down, 
but upon caſting my eyes about the room, I found in al- 
moſt every corner of it a print that repreſented the doc- 
tor in all magnitudes and dimenſions. A little after, as 
the lady was diſcourſing my friend, and held her ſnuff- 
box in her hand, who ſhould I ſee in the lid of it but 
the doctor? It was not long after this when fhe had oc- 


caſion for her handkerchief, which upon the firſt open- 
ing diſcovered among the plaits of it the figure of the 
doctor. Upon this my friend Will, who loves raillery, 
told her, That if he was in Mr. Truelove's place, 


for that was the name of her huſband, he ſheuld be 


made as uneaſy by a handkerchief as ever Othello was. 
« I am atraid,” ſaid ſhe, * Mr. Honeycomb, you are a 


* Toy; tell me truly, are you a friend to the doctor or 
„not?“ V 


diately adjuſted it, and Jooking a little ſeriouſly, “ Well, 
ſays ſhe, “ I'll be hanged 1 


but finding myſelf preſſed too cloſe by her queſtion, I 


eccordingly, 
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ill, inſtead of making her a reply, ſmiled in 
her face, for indeed ſhe was very pretty, and told her 
that one of her patches was dropping off. She imme 


you and your friend there 

are not againſt the doctor in your hearts. I ſuſpected 

*. as much by his i bp. ee Upon this ſhe took 
„and upon the opening of it again 

diſplayed to us the figure of the doctor, who was placed 

with great grayity among the ſticks of it. In a word, 

I found that the doctor had taken poſſeſſion of her 

1 her diſcourſe, and moſt of her furniture; 


winked upon my friend to take his leave, which he _ : 


— 


— 
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No 58. Monday, May 7. 


Ut pict ura poefis erit— 
CDs | Hon. Ars Poet. ver, 361. 
Poems like pictures are. 8 


OTHING is ſo much admired, and fo little 

underſtood, as wit. No author that I know of 
has written profeſſedly upon it; and as for thoſe who 
make any mention of it, they only treat on the ſubject as 
it has accidentally fallen in their way, and that too in 
little ſhort reflections, or in general declamat-ry flouriſhes, 
without entering into the bottom of the matter, I hope 
theretore I ſhall perform an acceptable work to my coun- 
trymen, if I treat at large upon this ſubject ; which I 
ſhall endeavour to do in a manner ſuitable to it, that I 


may not incur the cenſure which a famous critic beſtoxs 


upon one who had written a treatiſe upon the Sublime in 
a low groveling ſtile. I intend to lay afide a whole week 
for this undertaking, that the ſcheme of my though:s may 
not be broken and interrupted ; and I dare promiſe my- 
ſelf, it my readers will give me a week's attention, that 
this great city will be very much changed for the better 

by next Saturday night. I ſhall endeavour to make what 

1 ſay iutelligible to ordinary capacities; but if my readers 


meet with any paper that in ſome parts of it may be a 


little out of their reach, I would not have them diſ- 
couraged, for they may aſſure themſelves the next ſhall 
be much clearer. _ 5 5 

As the great and only end of theſe my ſpeculations is 
to baniſh vice and ignorance out of the territories of 
Great-Britain, I ſhall endeavour as much as poſſible to 
eſtabliſn among us a taſte of polite writing. It is with 
this view that I have endeavoured to ſet my readers right 
in ſeveral points relating to Operas and Tragedies; and 
ſhall rron time to time impart my notions of Comedy, 
as I think they may tend to its retinement and pertection, 
I find by wy bookſeller that theie papers of criticilin, with 
that upon humour, have met with a more kind — 
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tan indeed I could have hoped for from ſuch ſubjects ; 
for which reaſon I ſhall enter upon my preſent under- 
taking with greater chearfulneſs. „ 3 
In this, and one or two following papers, I ſhall trace 
out the hiſtory of falſe wit, and diftiyguith the ſeveral 
kinds of it as they have prevailed in different ages of 
the world, This I think the more neceſſary at pre- 
ſent, becauſe I obſerved there were attempts on foot laſt 
winter to revive ſome of thoſe antiquated modes of wit. 
that have been long exploded out of the common— 
wealth of lettzrs. There were ſeveral ſatires and paue- 
gyries handed about in acroſtic, by which means ſome 
of the moſt arrant undiſputed blockheads about the 
town began to entertain ambitious thoughts, and to ſet 
wp for polite authors. I ſhall therefore deſcribe at length 
thoſe many arts of falſe wit, in which a writer does not 
ew himſelf a man of a beautiful genius, but of great 
thcuſtry. 5 C og 
The firſt ſpecies of falſe wit which J have met with 
s very venerable for its antiquity, and has produced ſe- 
feral pieces which have lived very near as long as the 
lad itſelf: I mean thoſe ſhort poems printed among 
the minor Greek poets, which reſemble the figure of an 
557 pair of wings, an ax, a ſhepherd's pipe, and an 
tar, 5 | 
As for the firſt, it is a little oval poem, and may not 
properly be called a ſcholar's egg. I would endeavour. 
b hatch it, or, in more intelligible language, to tranſ- 
late it into Engliſh, did not I find the interpretation of 
i very difficult; for the author ſeems to have been more 
ment upon the figure of his poem, than upon the ſenſe 


ot it. 1 | 
The pair of wings conſiſt of twelve verſes, or rather 
fathers, every verſe decreaſing gradually in its meaſure 
acording to its ſituation in the wing, The ſubject of 
t as in the reſt of the poems which follow, bears ſome 
emote affinity with the figure, for it deſcribes a god of 
We, who is always painted with wings. | 

The ax methinks would have been a good figure for 
| lampoon, had the edge of it conſiſted of the molt fati- 
Teal parts of the work; but as it is in the original, 1 
Ke it to have been nothing elſe but the poly ot 2 2 

| „ 1 whic 
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which was conſecrated to Minerva, and was thought tg 
have been the ſame that Epeus made uſe of in the build. 
Ing of the Trojan horſe; which is a hint I ſhall leate 9 
the conſideration of the critics. I am apt to think thy 
the poſy was written originally upon the az, like thoſe 
which our modern cutlers infcribe upon their knives; 
and that therefore the poſy ſtill remains in its ancient 
| ſhape, though the ax itſelf is loſt. 5 
The ſhepherd's pipe may be ſaid to be full of muſic, 
for it is compoſed of nine different kinds of veiſes 
which by their ſeveral lengths reſemble the nine ſtopy 
of the old muſical inſtrument, that is likewiſe the ſub. 
ject of the poem. | 55 | 
The altar is inſcribed with the epitaph of Troilus the 
ſon of Hecuba ; which, by the way, makes me believe, 
that theſe falſe pieces of wit are much more ancient than 
the authors to whom they are generally aſcrbed ; at leaf 
F will never be perſuaded, that ſo fine a writer as Theo- 
critus could have been the author of any ſuch finyle 
Works. | | 1 5 | | 
It was impoſſible for a man to ſucceed in theſe per- 
formances who was not a kind of painter, or at leaſt a 
deſigner : he was firſt of all to draw the out- line of the 
ſubject which he intended to write upon, and afterwards 
contorm the deſcription to the figure of his ſubject. The 
try was to contract or dilate itſelf according to the 
mould in which it was caſt, In a word, the verſes were 
to be cramped or extended to the dimenſions of the 
frame that was prepared for them ; and to undergo the 
fate of tboſe perſons whom the tyrant Procruſtes uſed to 
lodge in his iron bed; if they were too ſhort, he ſtretched 
them on a rack, and if they were too long, chopped of 
part of their legs, till they fitted the couch which he hal 
prepared for them. 


Mr. Dryden hints at this obſolete kind of wit in oneof 


the following verſes in his Mac Flecno ; which an Engl 
reader cannot underſtand, who does not know that there 


are thoſe little poems abovementioned in the ſhape of 


wings and altars. 
5 — Choote for thy command ES 
Some peaceful province in acroſtic land; 


There may'ſt thou wings diſplay, and altars raiſe, 


And torture one poor word a thouſand ways. 1 
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This faſhion of falſe wit was revived by ſeveral poets 
(cke laſt age, and in particular may be met with among 


„. Herbert's poems; and, if J am not miſtaken, in the 
1 tranflation of Du Bartas.. I do not remember any other 
* kind of work among the moderns which more reſembles 
: de performances I have mentioned, than that famous 
piu of king Charles the firſt, which has the Whole 


book of Pſalms written in the lines of the face and the 
be. hair of the head. When I was laſt at Oxford I peruſed 
oa of the whiſkers ; and was reading the other, but could 
not go ſo far in it as I would have done, by reafon of 
b. be impatience of my friends and fellow-travellers, who 

all of them preſſed to ſee ſuch a piece of curioſity. I 
the bare fince heard, that there is now an eminent writing- 
maſter in town, who has tranfcribed all the Old Teſta- 
dan nent in a full-bottomed perriwig; and if the faſhion. 
ea bould introduce the thick kind of wigs which were in 
0. ogue ſome years ago, he promiſes to add two or three 
pe ſupernumerary locks that ſhall contain all the Apocrypha. 

He deſigned this wig originally for king William, having 
diſpoſed of the two books of Kings in the two torks of 
ade foretop ; but that glorious monarch dying before the 
the nig was finiſhed, there is a ſpace left in it for the face 
ar ck any one that has a mind to purchaſe it. 
The WI But to return to our ancient poems in picture; I would. 
te bumbly propoſe, for the benefit of our modern ſmat- 
vere I berers in poetry, that they would imitate their brethren. 


the mong the ancients in thoſe ingenious devices. I have 
the communicated this thought to a young poetical lover of 
| to WP) acquaintance, who intends to preſent his miſtreſs 
hed yith a copy of verſes made in the ſhape of her fan; and, 


K he tells me true, has already finiſhed the three firſt 
ſlicks of it, He has likewiſe promiſed me to get the 
eaſure of his miſtreſs's marriage-finger, with a deſign 


ol make a poly in the faſhion of a ring, which ſhall ex- 
gliſ ly fit it, It is ſo very eaſy to enlarge upon a good 
here int, that I do not queſtion but my ingenious reader 
eil apply what I have ſaid to many other particulars; 


aud that we ſhall ſee the town filled in a very little time 
uh poerical tippets, handkerchiefs, ſnuff-boxes, and 
le like female ornaments. I ſhall therefore conclude 
la word of advice to thoſe admirable Engliſh authors. 


236 Ne 5 
who call themſelves Pindaric writers, that they wolle 
apply themſelves to this kind of wit without loſs of time, 
as being prot ided better than any other poets with vert 
of ail ſizes and dimenſions. ( 
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O dero nihil agunt. SENECA, 


Buſy about nothing, 


HERE is nothing more certain than that ever 
man would be a wit if he could; and notwiditad 
5 ing pedants of a pretended depth and ſolidity are {vt tg 
decry the writings of a polite author, as Flaſa and Froth, 
they all of them ſhew upon occaſien that they would 
ſpare no pains to arrive at the character of thoſe whom 
they ſeem to defpiſe. For this reaſon we often find then 
endeavouring at works of fancy, which coſt them infinite 
pangs in the production. The truth of it ie, a man had 
etter be a palley-ſlave than a wit, were one to gain that 
title by tho'e elaborate trifles which have been the inten- 
tions of fuch authors as were often maſters of great 
learaiyg; but no genus. ö 
In my laſt paper I mentioned ſome of thoſe falſe wit 
among the ancients, and in this ſhall give the reader tuo 
or three other {pecies of them, that flouriſhed in the ſane 
early ages of the world. The firit I ſhall produce are the 
1 /pogrammati/;s or Letter-droppers of antiquity, that would 
take an exception, without any reaſon, againſt ſome pate 
ticular letter in the alphabet, fo as not to admit it onde 
into a whole poem. One Tryphiodorus was a great wal 


ter in this kind of writing, He compoſed an Ocylief B 


or epic poem on the adventures of Uliyfles, confilling 


of four-and-twenty books, having entircly baniſhed the 


letter A from his firſt book, which was called Apa, i 


Lucus & non Lucendo, becauſe there was not an Apa n 


it. His ſecond book was inſcribed Beta for the _ 
C458 | | | | real 


cauſe 
own 
who 


Was 

whic 
order 
retck 
pum 
neith 
the « 
with 
build 
figur 
navi 


N'9 THE SPECTATOR, 23) 


reaſon. In ſhort, the poet excluded the whole four-and- 
wenty letters in their turns, and ſhewed them, one after 
another, that he could do his buſineſs without them. 

[t muſt have been very pleaſant to have ſeen this poet 
noiding the reprobate letter, as much as. another would 
z falſe quantity, and making his eſcape from it through 
the ſeveral Greek dialects, when he was preſſed with it 
in any particular ſyllable, For the moſt apt and elegant 
word in the whole language was rejected, like a diamond 
with a flave in it, if it appeared blemiſhed with a wrong 
eter. I ſhall only obſerve upon this head, that if the 
work I have nere mentioned had been now extant, the 
0dyſley of Tryphiodorus, in all probability, would have 
deen oftener quoted by our learned pedants, than the 
Cayſſey of Homer, What a perpetual fund would it 
have been of obſolete words and phraſes, unuſual barba- 
iſms and ruſticities, abſurd ſpellings, and complicated dia- 
kdts? I make no queſtion but it would have been looked 
upon as One: of the moſt valuable treaſuries of the Greek 
tongue. 3 8 | 8 

I find likewiſe among the ancients that ingenious kind 
of conceit, which the moderns Gdiitingiſh by the name 
ofa Rebus, that does not ſink a letter but a whole word, 
by ſubſtituting a picture in its place. When Czfar was 
one of the maſtcrs of the Roman miat, he placed the 
figure of an elephant upon the reverſe of the public mo- 
ney; the word Czlar ſignifying an clephant in the Punic 
language. This was artificially contrived by Cæœſar, be- 
cauſe it was not lewtvl for a private man to ſtamp his 
own figure upon the coin of the commonwealth. Cicero, 
who was fo called from the founder ot his family, that 
was marked on the neſe with a little wen like a vetch, 
which is Cicer in Latin, inſtead of Marcus Tullius Cicero, 
order d the words Marcus Tullius with the figure ot a 
retch at the end of them to be inſerib'd on a public mo- 
dument. This was done probably to ſhe that he was 
neither aſhamed of his name or family, notwichſtanding 
the envy of his competitors had often reproached him 
with both, In the fame manner we read or a famous 
bulding that was marked ia :everal paris of it with the 
igures of a frog and a li:ad: thoſe words in Greek 
taring been the names of the architects who by the laws 
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of their country were never permitted to inſcribe thejs 
own names upon their works. For the ſame reaſon it i 
thought, that the forelock of the horſe, in the antique 
cequeſtrian ſtatue of Marcus Aurelius, repreſents at x 
diſtance the ſhape of an owl, to intimate the country of 
the ſtatuary, who, in all probability, was an Athenian, 
This kind of wit was very much in vogue among out 
own 1 about an age or two ago, who did not 
practiſe it for any oblique reaſon, as the ancients abore. 
mentioned, but purely for the ſake of being witty, 
Among innumerable inſtances that may be given of thiz 
nature, I ſhall produce the device of one Mr. Newbery, 
as I find it mentioned by our learned Cambden in his re. 
mains. Mr, Newberry, to repreſent his name by a pic. 
ture, hung up at his door the fign of a yew-tree that 
had ſeveral berries upon it, and in the midſt of them 
a great golden N hung upon a bough of the tree, which 
by the help of a little falſe ſpelling made up the word 
N-ew-berry. _ 585 
I ſhall conclude this topic with a Rebus, which has 
been lately hewn out of free-ſtone, and erected over two 
of the portals of Blenheim houſe, being the figure of x 
monſtrous lion tearing to pieces a little cock. For the 
better underſtanding of which device, I muſt acquaint 
my Engliſh reader that a cock has the misfortune to be 
called in Latin by the fame word that ſignifies a French. 
man, as a hon 1s an emblem of the Engliſh nation, 
Such a device in fo noble a pile of building looks like a 
pun in an heroic poem; and I am very ſorry the truly 
ingenious architect would ſuffer the ſtatuary to blemiſh 
his excellent plan with ſo poor a conceit: but I hope 
what J have ſaid will gain quarter for the cock, and de- 
liver him out of the lion's paw, „„ 
Il find likewiſe in ancient times the conceit of making 
an echo talk ſenſibly, and give rational anſwers. If this 
could be excuſable in any writer, it would be in Ovid, 
where he introduces the echo as a nymph, before ſhe was 
worn away into nothing but a voice. The learned Eat. 
mus, tho' a man of wit and genius, has compoſed a di. 
logue upon this filly kind of device, and made uſe of il 
_ echo who ſeems to have been a very extraordinary lin- 
guiſt, for ſhe anſwers the perſon ſhe talks with i" 2 
hs | 5 | | | „„ 
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Greek, and Hebrew, according as ſhe found the ſylle- 
des which ſhe was to repeat in any of thoſe learned lan- 
langes. Hudibras, in ridicule of this falſe kind of wit, 
- deſcribed Orſin bewailing the loſs of his bear to a 
ſblitary echo, who is of great uſe to the poet in ſeveral 
lifichs, as ſhe does not only repeat after him, but helps 
gut his verſe, and furniſhes him with Rhymes. 


He rag'd, and kept as heavy a coil as 
« Stout Hercules tor loſs of Hylas ; 

# Forcing the vallies to repeat 

The accents of his ſad regret. 

{ He beat his breaſt, and tore his hair, 
For loſs of his dear crony bear, 
That echo trom the hollow ground 1 
His doleful wailings did reſfound _ 
More wiſtfully, by many times, 
{ Than in ſmall poets ſplay- foot rhymes, 
That make her, in their rueful ſtories, 
Jo anſwer to int'rogatories, _ 
And moſt unconſcionably depoſe 


S © Things of which ſhe nothing knows: 


And when ſhe has ſaid all ſhe can fay, 

Tis wreſted to the lover's fancy. 

* Quoth he, O whither, wicked Bruin, 

Art thou fled to my——echo, Ruin? 

I thought th' hadſt ſcorn'd to budge a ſtep 
For fear, quoth echo, Marry guep, 
Am not I here to take thy part? | 
Then what has quell'd thy ſtubborn heart? 
Have theſe bones rattled, and this head 

do often in thy quarrel bled? _ 

Nor did I ever winch or grudge it, 

For thy dear ſake ? Quoth ſhe, Mum budget, 
Think'ſt thou *rwill not be laid i“ th' diſh 
Thou turn'ſt thy back? Quoth echo, Pitch, 
To run from thoſe th' hadit overcome 
Thus cowardly? Quoth echo, Mum. 
But what a-vengeance makes thee fly 
From me too as thine enemy? 
Or if thou hadſt not though: of me, 
Nor what I have endur'd for thee, 


4 
' 
' 
: : 
j 
: 
11 
1 
11 
| | 
4 i 
: * 
| 
1 
1 
4 
| ' 
' 71 
i4 
| : 
| dj 
4 
/ . 
1 
| 1 
. 
[al 
1 
1 
y 
\ 
| 
: 17975 
1 15 
" 
{ 


8 
8 
1 
þ 
| 
i} 
1 
N 
10 
1 
| 
WW 
1 
i 
1 
| if 
is 
1 
1 


238 THE $PECTATOR Ng 


of their country were never permitted to inſcribe their 
own names upon their works. For the ſame reaſon it i, 
thought, that the forelock of the horſe, in the antique 
equeſtrian ſtatue of Marcus Aurelius, repreſents at | 
diſtance the ſhape of an owl, to intimate the country of 
the ſtatuary, who, in all probability, was an Athenian, 
This kind of wit was very much in vogue among our 
own > pag” e about an age or two ago, who did not 
practiſe it fo 

mentioned, but purely for the ſake of being witty, 
Among innumerable inſtances that may be given of this 
nature, I ſhall produce the device of one Mr. Newberry, 
as I find it mentioned by our learned Cambden in his re. 
mains. Mr, Newberry, to repreſent his name by a pic. 
ture, hung up at his door the ſign of a yew-tree that 


had ſeveral berries upon it, and in the midit of them 


a great golden N hung upon a bough of the tree, which 
by the help of a little falſe ſpelling made up the word 
N-ew-berry. LY | EROS 
I ſhall conclude this topic with a Rebus, which haz 
been lately hewn out of free-ſtone, and erected over tuo 
of the portals of Blenheim houſe, being the figure of a 
monſtrous lion tearing to pieces a little cock. For the 
better underſtanding of which device, I muſt acquaint 
my Engliſh reader that a cock has the misfortune to be 
called in Latin by the ſame word that ſignifies a French- 
man, as a lion is an emblem of the Engliſh nation, 
Such a device in ſo noble a pile of building looks like a 
pun in an heroic poem; and I am very ſorry the truly 
ingenious architect would ſuffer the ſtatuary to blemiſh 
his excellent plan with ſo poor a conceit: but I hope 
what I have ſaid will gain quarter for the cock, and de- 
liver him out of the hon's paw, _ | 7 
I find likewiſe in ancient times the conceit of making 
an echo talk ſenſibly, and give rational anſwers. If this 
could be excuſable in any writer, it would be in Ovid, 
where he introduces the echo as a nymph, betore ſhe was 
worn away into nothing but a voice. The learned Era: 
mus, tho? a man of wit and genius, has compoſed a dia 
logue upon this filly kind of device, and made uſe of an 


ccho who ſeems to have been a very extraordinary lin. 


guiſt, for ſhe anſwers the perſon ſhe talks with =» 20 


r any oblique reaſon, as the ancients abore. 


N 59 


Greek, 
hles wl 

uages, 
x del 
ſolitary 
ditichs 
gut his 
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Greek, and Hebrew, according as ſhe found the ſylle 
des which ſhe was to repeat in any of thoſe learned lan- 


wages, Hudibras, in ndicule of this falſe kind of wit, 
5 deſcribed Orſin bewailing the loſs of his bear to a 
flitary echo, who is of great uſe to the poet in ſeveral 
litichs, as ſhe does not only repeat after him, but helps 
qut his verſe, and furniſhes him with Rhymes. 


: He rag'd, and kept as heavy a coll as 

" WH « Stout Hercules for loſs of Hylas ; 

x © Forcing the vallies to repeat 

s: The accents ot his ſad regret, 

L e beat his breaſt, and tore his hair, 

por oſs of his dear crony bear, 

2 Thar echo trom the hollow ground 

"WH © His doleful wailings did reſound 

h © More wiſtfully, by many times, 

; Iban in {mall poets ſplay- foot rhymes, 

, That make her, in their rueful ſtories, 
Jo anſwer to int'rogatories, e 

And moſt unconſcionably depoſe 5 

„ © Things of which the nothing knows: 


And when ſhe has faid all ſhe can ſay, 
{Tis wreſted to the lover's fancy. 
be * Quoth he, O whither, wicked Bruin, : 

h Art thou fled to my echo, Ruin? 


of * I thought th' hadit ſcorn'd to budge a ſtep 
ez Por fear, quoth echo, Marry guep, 

al Am not J here to take thy part? _ Es 
x * Then what has quell'd thy ſtubborn heart? 

: Have theſe bones rattled, and this head 

4 do often in thy quarrel bled? | 
N Nor did I ever winch or grudge it. 
in For thy dear ſake? Quoth ſhe, Mum budget. 
1 . Think'&t thou %avill not be laid i th? dim 
10 * Thou turn'ſt thy back? Quoth echo, Piſh. 
1; I 19 run from thoſe th' hadit overcome 

af. Thus cowardly ? Quoth echo, Mum. 


But what a-vengeance makes thee fly 
From me too as thine enemy? 
Or if thou hadſt not thought of me, 
* Nor what I have endur'd tor thee, 
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© Yet ſhame and honour might prevail K 
© To keep thee thus from turning tail: I 
For who would grudge to ſpend his blood in 3 
6 His honour's cauſe? [or ſhe, a Ting. prod 
: X 7 mant 
— * =_ =_ — — ing 
No o. Wed a May 10 
60. edneſday, May « ES 
day, May 9. ſorts 
auth: 
rival, 
Hoc cf quod paler i Cur quis non * Andleat, hoc 7 in p 
PEks. Sat, ii. 0; % anag 
Is it for this you gain thoſe meagre looks, 8 
And facrifice your dinner to your books ? 609 
not 
EVERAL kinds of falſe wit that vaniſhed in H van 
refined ages of the world, diſcovered themſelves agel 8 
in the time of monkiſh ignorance. 2 
As the monks were the maſters of all chat little learn they 
ing which was then extant, and had their whole lives d W 
engaged from buſineſs, it is no wonder that ſeveral d 
them, who wanted genius for higher performances, en the f 
ployed many hours in the compolition of ſuch tricks i * 
writing as required much time ard little capacity, I ha aA 
ſeen half the Aineid turned into Latin rhymes by one d Kind 
the Beaux-Eſprits of that dark age; who ſays in hi Hut 
preface to it, that the Æneid wanted nothing but th duſt 
ſweets of rhyme to make it the moſt periect work in dis 
kind. I have likewiſe ſeen an hymn in hexameterst dere 
the Virgin Mary, which filled a whole book, tho! it cn finite 
ſiſted but of the eight following words, tat 
Tot, tibi, ſunt, Virgo, dotes, quot, fidera, Calo, 
Thou haſt as many virtues, O aids as there ut 
ſtars in Heaven. The 
The poet rung the changes upon theſe eight by 
words, and by that means made his verſes almoſt as nu inde 
merous as the virtues and the ſtars which they cck ppl 
brated. It is no wonder that men who bad ſo muck in , * 
upon ther hands, did not only reſtore all the antiquit os 
Piece eu 


roduction of anagrams, which is nothing elſe but a 


ing of the ſame {et of letters into different words; 
which may change night into day, or black into hne, 
if chance, who is the goddeſs that prefides over thele 
ſorts of compoſition, ſhall fo direct. I remember a witty 
author, in alluſion to this kind of writing, calls his 
tral, who, it ſeems, was diſtorted and had his limbs {er 
in places that did not properly belong to them, The 
anagram of a man. „ 


L 


ra 


not ſhew the treaſure it contains till he ſhall have ſpent 
many hours in the ſearch of it; tor it is his buſinets to 


1 th find out one word that conceals itſelt in another, and to 
Se examine the letters in all the variety of ſtations in which 
ey can poſſibly be ranged. I have heard of a gentle- 
1 man who, when this kind of wit was in faſhion, endea- 
if c voured to gain his miſtreſs's heart by it. She was one ot 

* the fineſt women of her age, and Known by the name ot 

ide lady Mary Boon. The lover not being able to make 
ba thing of Mary, by certain liberties indulged to this 
nen lind of writing, converted it into Moll; and atter having 
tut himſelf up for half a year, with indetwigable in- 


duſtry 3 an anagram. Upon the preſeming it to 
hs miſtreſs, who was a little vexed in her heart to fer 
herſelt degraded into Moll Boon, the told him, to his in- 
finite ſurpriſe, that he had miſtaken her ſurname, tor 
that it was not Boon but Bobunn. 


Es 0 
| cl 


Ui omnis 


| LF uss laho; —.— 


te at | | | 

The lover was thunder-ſtruck with his misfortune, of. 
cred much that in a little time after he loſt his ſenſes, wich 
1 indeed had been very much impaired by that continua 
ere plication he had given to his anagram, 
nta The aeroſtic was probably invented about the ſame 
aut ume with the anagram, tho! it is impoffible to decide 
fie whether the inventor of the one or the other were the 


greater block head. The ſimple acroſtic is notlung but 
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rieces of falſe wit, but enriched the world with invren- 
tions of their own. It was to this age that we owe the 


manſmutation of one word into another, or the turns 


When the anagramatiit takes a name to work upon, he. 
conſiders it at firſt as a mine not broken up, which will 
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the name or title of a perſon or thing made out of the 
initial letters of ſeveral verſes, and by that means Written 
after the manner of the Chineſe, in a perpendicular line, 
But beſides thete there are Compound acroſties, when the 
principal letters ſtand two or three deep. I have ſeen 
ſome of them where the verſes have not only been edged 
by a name at each extremity, but have had the fue 


nume running down like a team through the middle gf 


_ the poem. | 
There is another near relation of the anagtams and 
acroſtics, which is commonly called a chronogram. This 
kind of wit appears veiy often on many modern medal, 
eſpecially thoſe of Germany, when they repreſent in the 
inſcription the year in which they were coined, Thu 
we ſee on a medal of Guſtavus Adolphus the tollowing 
words, CHRIS TVS DVX ERC TRIVMePnVs., If yo 
take the pains to pick the figures out of the ſeveral words, 
and range them 19 their proper order, you will find they 
amount to MDC XVVVII, or 1627, the year in which 
the medal was ſtamped ; for as fome of the letters diſtin. 
ouih themſelves. from the reſt, and over-top their fel. 
lows, they are to be conſidered 1n a double capacity, both 
us letters and as figures. Your laborious German wits 
will turn over a whole dictionary for one of theſe inge. 
nious devices. A man would think they were ſearching 
after an apt claſſical term, but inſtead of that they are 
looking out a word that has an L, an M, or a) im i: 
When therefore we meet with any of theſe inſcriptions, 
we are not (o much to look in em for the thought, as tor 
the year of the Lord. 5 5 
The Bouts Rimez were the favourites of the French 
nation for a whole age together, and that ar a time when 
it abounded in wit and learning. They were a liſt ot 
words that rhyme to one another, drawn up by another 
hand, and given to a poet, who was to make poem to 
the rhymes in the ſame order that they were placed upon 
the liſt; the more uncommon the rhymes were, the more 
extraordinary was the genius of the poet that could ge. 
commodate his verfes to them. I do not know any gieater 
inſtance of the decay of wit and learning among the 
French, which generally follows the declenſion of Em. 
pire, thau the endeavouring to reſtore this fooliſh kind - 
I | 1 | un. 


rr ‚— a. 


where the author every month gives a lift of es: 40 
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wit. If the reader will be at the trouble to fee EX 
ples of it, let him look into the new Mercure Gad, 
be filled up by the! ingenious, in order to be communt- 
cated to the public in the Mercure ſor the ſuccecding 
month. That for the month of November lait, which 
now lies before me, 18 as foll lows. 


w TY @ | = - = —— =» - © & - Lanrins 
| | | | ® S Gueorricrs 
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„gars 
£:1endars 
Houleits 
Foletie 


Ons would be amazed to ſee ſo lear fied a man as Menage 
talking ſerioully on this kind ot tril2 in the following 


paſſage. 


© Monſieur de la Chanbre has told me that he never 


2 knew what he was going to write when he took his 


© pen into his hand; but that one ſentence always pro- 
© duced another. For my own part, I never knew what 
I ſhould write next when [ was making verſes, In the 
firſt place I got all ny rhymes tog ether, and was after= 
wards perhaps three or four months in filling them up. 
T one day ſhewed Monſieur Gombaud a compoſition of 
this nature, in which among others I had made uſe of 
the four following rhymes, Amaryllis, Phillis, Marne, 
Arne, deſiring him to give me his opinion of it, He 
told me immediately, that my verſes were goud for n0- 
thing. And upon my atking his rea! fon, he ſaid, be- 
cauſe the rhymes are too common; aud for that reaſon 
ealy to be put into verſe, Marry, ſays I, if it be ſo 
I am very well rewarded for ail the pains I have been 5 
* at, But by Monſieur Gombaud's leave, notwithſtan l- 
* ing the ſeverity of the criticiſin, the verſes were good,” 


ay 


Vid. MENAGIANA. Thus far the learned Menage, 
5 whom I have tranſlated word for word. 


L 2 5 | The 
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The firſt occaſion of theſe Bouts Rimez made them jn 
ſome manner excuſable, as they were taſks which the 
French ladies uſed to 1mpoſe on their lovers. But when 
a grave author, like him above-mentioned taſked him. 


felt, could there be any thing more ridiculous ? Or would 
not one be apt to believe that the author played booty, | 
and did not make his liſt of 2 till he had finiſhed 


his poem? 
I ſnall only add, that this piece of falſe wit has been 


fac ridiculed by Monf eur Saraſin, in a pocn intituled, 


La Defaite des Bouts- Rimez, The Rout of the Bouts- 
Rimez. 
I muſt ſubjoin to this laſt kind of wit the double 


" rhymes,” which are uſed in doggerel poetry, and gene- 


rally applauded by ignorant readers. If the thouy ht of 


the couplet in ſuch compoſitions 1s good, the rhyme adds 
little to it; and if bad, it will not be in the power of the 


rhyme to recommend it. I am afraid that great numbets 


of thoſe who admire the incomparable Hudibras, do it 
more on account of theſe doggrel rhymes, than of the 


parts that rcally deſerve admiration, | I am ſure I have 


| Wand the 


Pulpit, drum eccleſiaftic, 

Was beat with fi ſt inſtead of a Me 
and 

There was an ancient ſage philoſopher 

Who had read Alexander Roſs over— 


more frequently A] than the fineſt pieces of "na 


the whole poem. 


Thurſdey. 


va? 
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No 61 Fhurſday, May 10. 


| Non equidem 2 uileo, bullatis ut mib 1g 
Pagina turgeſcat, dare pondus idonea fumo. 
| PERs. Sat. v. 19% 


'Tis not indeed my talent to engage 
In lofty trifles, or to ſwell my page 8 
With wind and noiſe. oy DavpE x. 


THERE is no kind of falſe wit which has been fo. 
recommended by the practice of all ages, as that 
which conſiſts in a jingle of words, and is coinprehended 
under the general name of l'unning. It is indeed im— 
poſſible to kill a weed, which the foil has a natural dif- 
poſition to produce. The feeds of punning are in the 
minds of all men; and tho” they may be ſubdued by rea- 
ſon, reflection, and good ſenſe, they will be very apt to 
ſhoot up in the greateſt genius that is not broken and 
cultivated by the rules of art. Imitation is natural to us, 
and when it does not raiſe the mind to poetry, painting. 
muſic, or other more noble arts, it often breaks out in 
puns and quibbles.. TO 
| Ariſtotle, in the eleventh chapter of his book of rhe- 
toric, deſcribes two or three kinds of puns, which he 
calls paragrams, among the beauties of good writing, and 
produces inſtances of them out of ſome of the greateit 
authors in the Greek tongue. Cicero has ſprinkled feve- 
tal of his works with puns, and in his book, where he 
lays down the rules of oratory, quotes abundance of ſay- 
ings as picces of wit, which alſo upon examination prove 
arrant puns, But the age in which the Pun chiefly 
bouriſked, was the reign of King James the Firſt. That 
learned monarch was him{\lf a tolerable punſter, and 
made iery few biſhops or privy-counſellors that had not 
ſome time or other tignalized themſelves by a clinch, or 
a Conundrum. It was therefore in this age that the pun 
F 6-4 - appcarcd 


ful naturaliſts, 
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appeared with pomp and dignity. Tt had before dees 


admitted into merry ſpeeches and ludicrous compoſitions, 


but was now delivered with great gravity from the pulpit, 
or pronounced in the moſt ſolemn manner at the council. 
table. The preatelt authors, in their woſt ſerious works, 
made frequent uſe of puns, The ſermons of Biſkop An- 
drevs, and the tragedies of Shakeſpear, are full of them, 
The ſinner was punned into repentance by the former; 
as in the latter nothing is more uſual than to ſee a hero 


weeping and quibbling for a dozen lives together, 


I ruſt add to theſe great authorities, which ſeem to 
have given a kind of ſanction to this piece of falſe wit, 
that all the writers of rhetoric have treated of punning 


with very great reſpect, and divided the ſeveral kinds of 


it into Fard names, that are reckoned among the figures 
of ſpeech, and recommended as ornaments in diſcourſe. 
J remember a country ſchoolmaſter of my acquaintance 
told me once, that he had been in company with a gen- 
tewan whom he looked upon to be the greateſt Paia- 
creramatiſt among the moderns. Upon inquiry, I found 
my learned friend had dined that day with Mr. Su an, 
tte famous punſter; and deſiring him to give me fone 
account of Mr. Swan's converfation, he told we that be 
generally talked in the Paranomaſia, that he ſomctimes 


gave into the Plocè, but that in his humble opinion he 


fhired moſt in the Antanaclaſis. | : 

I muſt not here omit, that a famous Univerſity of this 
land was formerly very much infeſted with puns ; but 
whether or no this might not ariſe from the fens and 
marſhes in which it was fituated, and which are now 
drained, I muſt leave to the determination of more {kil- 

After this ſhort hiſtory of punning, one would wonder 
how it ſhould be ſo entirely baniſhed out of the learned 


world as it is at prefent ; eſpecially ſince it had found a 


place in the writings of the moſt ancient polite authen. 
To account for this we muſt conſider, that the firſt race 
of authors, who were the great heroes in writing, wee 


deſtitute of all rules and arts of criticiſm; and for that 
reaſon, though they excel later writers in greatneſs of 


genius, they fall fort of them in accuracy and correct. 
neſs, The modeins cannot reach their beauties, but ” 
75 | . avel 
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zoid their imperfections, When the world was furniſh» 


ed with theſe authors of the firlt eminence, there grew 


up another ſet of writers, who gained themſekes a repu— 
tation by the remarks which they made on the works of 
thoſe who preceded them. It was one of 'the employ- 
ments of theſe ſecondary authors to diſtinguiſh the fever} 
kinds of wit by terins of art, and to conſider them as 
more or leſs perfect, according as they were founded in 
truth. It is no wonder therefore, that even ſuch authors 
4 Ifocrates, Plato, and Cicero, ſhould have ſuch little 
blemiſhes as are not to be met with in authors of a much 
wmienor character, who have written ſince thoſe {everal 
blemiſhes were diſcovered. I do not find that there was 


a proper ſeparation made berween puns and true wit by 


any of the ancient authors, except Quintihan and Lon- 


ginu?, But when ths diſtinction was once ſettled, it was | 


very natural for all men of ſenſe to agree in it. As for 
the revival of this falie wit, it happened about the üme 
of the .revival of letters; bat as ſoon as it was once de- 


tected, it immediately vaniſhed and diſappeared. At the 
fame time there is no queſtion, but as it has lunk in e 


age and roſe in another, it will again recover itſeli in 
fore diſlant period of time, as pedantry and ignorame 
mall prevail upon wit and ſenſe. And, to fpeak thc 


truth, I do very much apprehend, by fome ot the laſt 


winter's productions, which had their ſets of admirers, 


that our poſterity- will in a few years degenerate into a 


race of punſters; at leaſt, a man may be very excuſable 


for any apprehenſions of this kind, that has ſeen Acroſtics 
handed about the town wich great ſecrecy and applaulc ; 


to which I muſt alſo add a little epigram called the 


Witches Prayer, that fell into verſe when it was read 
either backward or forward, excepting only that it curled 
ane way and bleſſed the other, When one ſees there are 


actually ſuch pains-takers among our Britiſh wits, who 


can tell what it may end in? It we muſt laſh one another, 
let it be with the manly ftrokes of wit and ſutire; for I 


am of the old plüloſopher's opinion, that if I mult ſuffer. 
from one or the other, I would rather it ſhould be from 
the paw of a lion, than the hoof of an aſs. I do not 
(peak tb is out of any ſpirit of party, There is a moſt 
e 5 crying 
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crying dulneſs on both fides. I have ſeen Tory Acroflic; 


and Whig Anagrams, and do not quarrel with either gf 


them, becauſe they are Whigs or Tories, but becauſe 


they are Anagrams and Acroſiics, 


But to return to punning. Having purſued the hiftor 
of a pun, from its original to its downtzl, I ſhall here 
define it to be a conceit ariſing from the ule of two words 
that agree in the ſound, but differ in the ſenſe, The 


only way thereioie to try a piece of wit, is to tranſlate i; 


into a different language ; it it bears the teſt, you may 
pronounce it true; but if it vaniſhes in the experiment, 
you may conclude it to have been a pun. In ſhort, one 
may ſay oi a pun, as the countryman deſcribed his night. 
invale, that it is vox H proaterea nibil, a ſound, and no- 
thing but a ſound. On the contrary, one may repreſent 


true wit by the deſcription which Ariſtenetus makes of a 


fine woman; when ſhe is dreſſed ſhe is beautiful, when 


he is undreſſed ſhe is beautiful; or as Mercerus bas 
tranſlated it more emphatically, duduitur, formoja gd; 


exuiiur, iffa forma 9ſt. 
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Scribendi ref? ſapere eff & principium & fond. 
| 8 7 Hox. Ars Poct. ver. 309 


Sound judgment is the ground of writing well. 
| | | | RoscoMmon, 


R. Locke has an admirable reflection upon the 
difterence of wit and judgment, whereby he en- 


deavours to ſpew the reaſon why they are not always the 
| ! 


talents of the fame perion. His words are as follow: 


And hence, perhaps, may be given ſome reaſon of that 
common obſcrvation, that men who have a great deal 

of wit and prompt memories, have not always the clear- 
eſt judgment, or deepett reaſon, For wit lying moſt 


7 * 
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© in the aſſemblage cf ideas, and putting thoſe together 
© with quickneſs and variety, wherein can be found any 


t reſemblance or congruity, thereby to make up plea- 


«fant pictures and agreeable viſions in the fancy; judg- 


ment, on the contrary, lies quite on the other fide, in 


{ ſeparating carefully one trem another, ideas wherein . 
can be tound the leaſt difference, thereby to avoid 


being milled by ſimilitude, and by affinity to take one 


thing for another. This is a way of proceeding quite 


& contrary to metaphor and alluſion; therein, for the 
© molt part, lies that entertainment and pleaſantry of 


wit which ſtrikes ſo lively on the fancy, and is there- 


+ fore ſo acceptable to all people.“ 


This is L think the beſt and mcſt philoſophical ac- 


count that I ever met with of wit, which generally, 
tough not always, confiſts in ſuch a reſemblance and 
congruity of ideas as this author mentions. I ſhall only 
add to it, by way of explanation, that every reledi- 
dlance of ideas is not that which we call wit, unleſs it be 


ſuch an one that gives Delight and Surpriſe to the 


reader : theſe two properties ſeem eflental to wit, 
more particularly the laſt of them. In order therefore 


that the reſemblance in the ideas be wit, it is neceſ- 
fary that the ideas ſhould not lie too near one an- 


other in the nature of things; for where the likenels is 
obvious, it gives no ſurpriſe. To compare one man's 
inging. to that of another, or to repreſent the white» 


nels of any object by that of milk and tnow, or the va-- 
.nety of its colours by thoſe of the rainbow, cannot be 
called wit, unleſs, beſides this obvious reſemblance, 
there be ſome further congruity diſcovered in the two 


ideas that is capable of giving the reader ſome ſurpriſe. 


Thus when a poet tells us, the boſom of his miſtteſs 13 


as white as ſnow, there is no wit in the compariſon: 


but when he adds, with a ſigh, that it is as cold too, 
t then grows into wit, Every reader's memory may 


lupply him with innumerable inſtances of the fame na- 


ture, For this reaſon the ſimilitudes in heroic poets, Who 
endeavour rather to ſill the mind with great concep- 
tions, than to divert it with ſuch as are new and ſurpriſing, 
have ſeldom any thing in them that can be called wit. Mr, 


Locke's account of wit, with this ſhort explanation, com- 


Nehends mot of the ſpecies of wit, as metaphors, fimil + 
RC | | X | tudes 
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tudes, allegories, ænigmas, mottos, parables, fables, dreams, 
vic, dramatle Writings, burleſques, and all the me- 
och of alluſion: as there are many other pieces of uit, 
how remote ſoerer they may appear at ſirſt fight, from 
the toregoing deſcription, which upon examination will 
be found to agree with it. | 

As true wit generally conſiſts in this reſemblance and 


congruity of ideas, falſe wit chiefly conſiſts in the re- 


ſerablance and congruity ſometimes of ſingle letters, as in 
anagrams, chronograms, lipograms, and acroſtics ; ſome« 
times of ſyllables, as in echos and doggerel rhymes : ſome- 
times of words, às in puns and quibbles; aud ſometimes 
of whole ſeniences or pocms, a into the figure of eggs, 
axes or altars: nay ſome carry the notion of wit fo 
tar, as to aſcribe it even to external mimicry ; and to 
look upon a man an an ingenious perſon, that can re- 
ſemble the tone, poſture, or face of another, 

As true wit confiſts in the reſemblance of ideas, and 
falſe wit in the reſemblance of words, according to the 
foregoing inſtances ; there is another kind of wit which 
conhiits partly in the reſemblance of ideas, and panty 
in the reſemblance of words, which for diſtinction fake 
I ſhall call mixt wit. This kind of wit is that which 


_ abounds in Cowley, more than in any author that erer 
wrote. Mr. Waller has Hkewiſe a great deal of it. Mr. 


Dryden is very ſparing in it. Milton had a genius 
much above it. Spenſer is in the ſame claſs with Milton, 
The Italians, even in their epic poetry, are full of it. 

Monſicur Botleau, who formed himſelf upon the ancient 
poets, has every were rejected it with ſcorn. If we 
look after mixt wit among the Greek writers, we ſhall 
find it no were but in the epigrammatiſts. There are 

indeed fome itrokes of it in the little poem aſeribed to 

Muſeus, which by that, as well as many other marks, 


betrays itſelf to be a modern compoſition. If we look 


into the Latin writers, we find none of this mixt wit 


in Virgil, Lycretius, or Catullus ; very little in Horace; 


but a g1eat deal of it in Ovid 3 and ſcarce any thing 
elic in Martial. Ny ; SE 


* . s 5 * N = 
Out ot the innumerable branches of mixt wit, I ſhall 
chooſe cre inſtance which way be met with in all 
the writers of this claſs, The paſſion of love in "3 
DEL 1 nature 


9 


N'62 THE SPECTATOR; 257 


nature has been thought to reſemble fire; for which rea- 
ſon the words fire and flame are made uſe of- to fignify 
Lore. The witty poets therefore have taken an ad- 
rantage from the doubtful meaning of the word fire, 
to make an infinite number of witticiſms. Cowley 
obſerving the cold regard of his miſtreſs's eyes, and at 
the ſame time their PR ee love in him, 
conſiders them as burning-glafles made of ice; and 
finding himſelf able to live in the greateſt extremities 

of love, concludes the Torrid Zone to be habitable, When 


his miſtreſs had read his letter written in juice of lemon 


by holding it to the fire, he deſires her to read it 
orer a ſecond time by love's flames. When ſhe weeps, : 
he wiſhes it were inward heat that diſtilled thoſe drops 
from the limbec. When ſhe is abſent, he is beyond eighty, . 
that is, thirty degrees nearer the pole than when the is 
with him. His ambitious love is a fire that naturally 
mounts upwards; his happy love is the beams of heaven, . 
and his unhappy love flames of hell. When it does not 
let him ſleep, it is a flame that ſends up no fmoke ; 
when it is oppoſed by countel and advice, it is a fire that 


rages the more by the winds blowing upon it. Upon 
the dying of a tree in which he had cut his loves, he 
obſerves that his written flames had burnt up and withered 


the tree. When he reſolves to give over his pallion, he 
tall us that one burnt like him for ever dreads the ftie,. 
His heart is an Etna, that inſtead of Vulcan's ſhop, in- 
cloſes Cupid's forge in it. His endeavouring to drown - 
his love in wine, is throwing oil upon the fire. He 
would infinuate to his miſtreſs, that the fire of love, 


like that of the ſun, which produces ſo many living, 


creatures, ſhould not only warm but beget. Love in 


another place cooks pleaſure at his fire. Sometimes the 


poet's heart is frozen in every brealt, and ſometimes 
ſcorched in every eye. Sometimes be is drowned in 


tears, and burnt in love, like a fhip ſet on fire in the 


middle of the ſea. oy, BY | | 
The reader may obſerve, in every one of theſe-inſtances, 
that the poet mixes the qualities of fire with thoſe of” 
bve ; and in the ſame. ſentence ſpeaking of it both as“ 
2 paſſion and as real fire, ſurpriſts the reader wun thoſe 
ſceming reſemnblances or ronteacicyons thas make vp 
- e L 6. : all 
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all the wit in this kind of writing. Mixt wit therefore 
is a compoſition of pun and true wit, and is more or leſs 

erfect as the reſemblance lies in the ideas or in the words: 
its foundations are laid partly in falſhood, and artly in 
truth : reaſon puts in her claim for one half I; It, and 
extravagance for the other. The only province there. 
fore for this kind of wit, is epigram, or thoſe little occa- 
ſional poems that in their own nature are nothing elſe 
but a tiſſue of epigrams. I cannot conclude this head 
of mixt wit, without owning that the admirable poet, out 
of whom I have taken the examples of it, had as much 
true wit as any author that ever writ; and indeed all other 
talents of an extraordinaty genius, 


It may be expected; ſince I am upon this ſubject, that 


I ſhould take notice of Mr. Dryden's definition of wit; 


which, with all the deference that is due to the judy- 
mer.t of ſo great a man, 1s not fo properly a definition of 
wit, as of good writing in general. Wit, as he defines 
1t, 13 * a propriety of words and thoughts adapted to 
* th2 ſubject.” If this be a true definition of wit, I am apt 


to think that Euclid was the greateſt wit that ever ſet pen 
to paper: it is certain that never was a greater propriety. 
of words and thoughts adapted to the ſubje*t, than. 
what that author has made uſe of in his elements. I 
ſhall only appeal to my reader, if this definition ugrees, 


with any notion he has of wit: if it be a true one, I un 
ſure Mr, Dryden was not only a better poet, but a greater 
wit, than Mr. Cowley ; and Virgil a much more facetious 
man than either Ovid or Martial. | 
Bouhours, whom I look vpon to be the moſt pe- 


netrating of all the French critics, has taken pains to 


ſnew, that it is impoſſible for any thought to be beau- 
tiful which is not juſt, and has not its foundation in 


the nature of things; that the baſis. of all wit is truth; 
zud that no thought can be valuable, of which good 
fznſe is not the ground-work, Rotleau has endeavoured 


to inculcate the ſame notion in ſeveral parts of his writ- 
*1g3, both in proſe and verſe. This is that natural way 
u writing, that beautiful fimplicity, which we ſo much 
aamite in the compoſitions of the ancients: and Lues 

ä | Ee | nobody 
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zobody deviates from, but thoſe who want ftrength of. 

mus to make a thought ſhine in its own natural beau- 
tes. Poets who want this ſtrength of genius to give. 
that majeſtic ſimplicity to nature, which we ſo much. 
admire in the works of the ancients, are forced to hunt. 


after foreign ornaments, and not to let any piece of. 


wit of what kind ſoever eſcape them. I look upon theſe. 
writers as Goths in poetry, who, like thoſe in archi- 
tecture, nor being able to come up to the beautiful ſim- 


plicity of the old Greeks and Romans, have endeavoured. 


to ſupply its place with all the extravagances of an. 
regular fancy. Mr. Dryden makes a very handſome. 


obſervation, on Ovid's writing a letter from Dido to. 


Eneas, in the following words. Ovid,” ſays he, ſpeak- 
ing of Virgil's fiction of Dido and ZEneas, takes it up, 


after him, even in the fame age, and makes an ancient. 


( heroine of Virgil's new-created Dido; dictates a letter for. 


her juſt before her death to the ungrateful fugitive ; and, 
very unluckily for himſelf, is for meaſuring a ſword. 
with a man ſo much ſuperior in force to him on the, 
' ſame ſubject. I think I may be judge of this, becauſe I' 


have tranflated both, The famous author of the Art 
i of Love has nothing of his own : he borrows all from a 


greater maſler in his own profeſſion, and, which is 


' worſe, improves nothing which he finds: nature fails 
him, and being forced to his old ſhift, he has recourſe 
to witticiſm, This pailes indeed with his ſoft ad- 


' mirers, and gives him the preference to Virgil in their 


beam?" | | . 
Were not J ſupported by ſo great an authority as that 


ef Mr. Dryden, I ſhould not venture to obſerve, that 
the taſte of moſt of our Engliſh poets, as well as, 
readers,. is extremely Gothic. He quotes Monſieur Se- 


prais for a threefold diſtinction of the readers of poetry: 
in the firſt of which he comprebends the rabble of readers, 


hom he does not treat as ſuch with regard to 
ew quality, but to their numbers and the coarſe- 
neſs of their taſte, His words are as follows : * Segrais 
*-has diſtinguiſhed the readers of poetry, according to 
their capacity of judging, into three claſſes. [He might 


' have ſaid the ſame of writers too, if he had pleaſed.} 


lu the loweſt form he places thoſe whom he calls Les 
5 Petits 


2 
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Petits Eſprits, ſuch things as our upper-gallery augi. 
ence in a play-houſe; who like nothing but the hufk 
and rhind of wit, prefer a quibble, a conceit, an epi- 
gram, beiore ſolid ſenſe * elegant expreſiion : theſe 
are mob-readers. It Virgil and Martial ſtood for 
© parhament-men, we know already who would carry 
it. But though they make the greateit appearance in 
© the field, and cry the loudeſt, the bei? ou't is they are 
© but a fort of French huguenots, or Dutch boors, 
© brought over in herds, but not naturalized ; who hare 
© not lands of two pounds per annym 1n Parnaſſus, 
and therefore are not privileged to poll. Their ay. 
© thors are of the ſame level, fit to repreſent them on 
© a mountebank's ſtage, or to be maſters of the cere- 
© monies in a bear-garden : yet theſe are they who have 
the moſt admirers. But it often happens, to their 
© mortification, that as their readers improve their ſtock 
© of ſenſe, as they may by reading better books, and 
© by converſation with men of judgment, they ſoon for- 
© fake them.” „ 


„ a « K 


I muſt not diſmiſs this ſubject without obſerving, that | 


as Mr, Locke in the paſſage abovementioned has dif. 
covered the moſt fruittul fource of wit, ſo there is an- 
other of a quite contrary nature to it, which does like- 
wiſe branch itſelf out into ſeveral kinds. For not only 
the reſemblance, but the oppoſition of ideas, does very 


often produce wit; as I could ſhew in ſeveral little 
points, turns, and antitheſes, that I may poſlibly enlarge 
m $ 


upon 1n fome future ſpeculation, 
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Humano capiti cervicem pictor equinam 
Jungere ft velit, & warias inducere plumæt, 
Undigue collatis membris, ut turpiter atrum 
Definat in piſcem mulier for moſa ſuperne : 
Setatum admiſſi riſum tencatis amici? 
(Credite, Piſones, iſti tabulæ fore librum 
Perfemilem, cujus, velut ægri jomnia, vane 
Finguntur ſpecies — 


| Ho. Ars Poet. ver. 1 

If in a picture, Piſo, you ſhould fee 

A handſome woman with a fiſh's tail, 

Or a man's head upon a horſe's neck, 

Or limbs of beaſts, of the molt different kinds, 

Cover'd with feathers of all forts of birds: 

Wou'd you not laugh, and think the painter mad? 

Truſt me that book is as ridiculous, 5 

Whoſe incoherent ſtyle, like fick mens dreams, 

Varies all ſhapes, and mixes all extremes. | 
os  RoscoMmon., 

T is very hard for the mind to diſengage itſelf from 


a ſubject in which it has been long employed. The 


thoughts will be riſing of themſelves tram time to time, 
tho! we give them no encouragement ; as the tcflings 
and fluctuations of the ſea continue ſeveral hours after 
the winds are laid. ep | 


It is to this that I impute my laſt night's dream or 


viſion, which formed into one continued allegory the 


ſereral ſchemes of wit, whether fal e, mixed, or true, 


that have been the ſubject of my late papers. . 


Methought I was tranſported into a country that was 
filled with prodigies and enchantments, governed by 
the goddeſs of Falſhood, and intitled The Region of 
falſe Wit. There was nothing in the fields, the woods, 
and the rivers that appeared natural, Several of the 
trees bloſſomed in leat-gold, ſome of them produced 


bone · lace, and ſome of them precious ſtones. The 
3 fountains 
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fountains bubbled in an opera tune, and were filled with 
ſtags, wild-boars, and mermaids, that lived among the 
waters; at the ſame time that dolphins and ſeveral kinds 
of fiſh played upon the banks or took their paſtime in the 
meadows. The birds had many of them polden-beaks; 
and human voices- The flowers perfumed the air with 
ſmells of incenſe, amber-greaſe, and pulvillios; and were 
ſo interwoven with one another, that they grew up in 


pieces of embroidery, The winds were filled with ſichs 


and meſſages of diſtant lovers. As I was walking to and 
fro in this enchanted wilderneſs, T could not forbear 


breaking out into ſoliloquies upon the ſeveral wonders 
Which lay before me, when to my great ſurpriſe I found 


there were artificial echoes in every walk, that, by repeti. 
tions of certain words which I ſpoke, agreed with me, or 


_ contradicted me, in every thing I ſaid. In the midſt of 


my converſation with theſe invifible companions, I diſco- 
vered in the centre of a very dark grove a monſtrous fa: 
bric built after the Gothic manner, and covercd with 
innumerable devices in that barbarous. kind of ſculptne, 


I immediately went up to it, and found it to be a kind! 


of heathen temple conſ-crated to the god of Dulneſs, 
Upon my entrance I ſaw the deity of the. place dreſſed 
in the habit of a monk, with a book in one hand and a 
rattle in the other. Upon his right hand was Induſtry, 


with a lamp burning before her; and on his lett Caprice, 
with a monkey fitting on her ſhoulder, Betore his feet 


there ſtood an altar of a very odd make, which, as I af- 
terwards found, was ſhaped in that. manner to comply 
with the inſcription that ſurrounded it, Upon the altar 
there lay. ſeveral offerings of axes, wings, and eggs, 
eut in paper, and 1nfcribed with verſes, The temple 
was filled with votaries, who applied themſelves to dit- 
ferent diverſions, as their fancies directed them. In one 
part of it I ſaw. a regiment of Anagrams, who were con- 


tinually in motion, turning to the right or to the let, 
facing about, doubling their ranks, ſhitting their ſtations, 


and throwing themſelves into all the figures and coun- 


- termarches of the moſt changeable: and perplexed ex- 
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Not far from theſe was a body of Acroſtics, made up 
gf very diſproportioned perſons, It was diſpoſed into 
three columns, the officers. planting themſelves in a line 
in the left-hand of each column, The officers were all 
of them at leaſt fix. feet higb, and made three rows of 
ery proper men but the common ſoldiers, who filled 
wp the ſpaces between the officers, were ſuch darts, 
ripples, and fcarecrows, that one could hardly look upon 
hem without laughing. There were behind the Acroſtics 
wo or three files of Chronograms, which differed only 
fom the former, as their officers were equipped, like the 
figure of time, with an hour-glaſs in one hand, and a 
{the in the other, and took their poſts promiſcuoully 
anong the private men whom they commanded, 
In the body of the temple, and before the very face of 
tie deity, methought I ſaiv the phantom of Tryphiodorus 
the Lipogrammatiſt, engaged in a ball with 'four-and- 
twenty perſons, who purſued him by turns through all 
te intricacies and labyrinths of a country dance, without 
leing able to overtake him. | ape 5 
Obſerving ſeveral to be very buſy at the weſtern end 
of the Temple, I inquired into what they were doing, 
and ſound there was in that quatter the great magazine 
of Rebus's. There were ſeveral things of the moſt dif- 
rent natures tied up in bundles, and thrown upon one 
mother in heaps like faggots. You might behold an an- 
chor, a night-rail, and a hobby-horſe, bound up together, 
One of the workmen ſeeing me very much ſurprized 
bld me, there was an infinite deal of wit in ſeveral of 
boſe bundles, and that he would explain them to me if 
| pleaſed, - I thanked him for his civility, but told him I 
vas in very great haſte at that time. As I was going 
vut of the temple, I obſerved in one corner of it a cluſter 
of men and women laughing very heartily, and diverting 
ltemſelves at a game of Crambo. TI heard ſeveral Double 
kymes as I paſſed by them, which raiſed a great deal of 
A 5 . | 
Not far from theſe was another ſet of merry people en- 
paged at a diverſion, in which the whole jeſt was to miſ- 
lake one perſon for another, To give occaſion for theſe. 
Idicrous miſtakes, they were divided into pairs, every 
par b.ing covered from head to foot with * : 
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kind of dreſs, though perhaps there was not the leaf 
reſemblance in their faces. By this means an old man 
was ſometimes miſtaken for a boy, a woman for a man, 
and a black-a-moor for an European, which very often 
produced great peals of laughter. Theſe I gueſſed to 
be a party of Puns. Put being very deſirous to get out of 
this world of wagic, which had almoſt turned my brain, 
J left the temple, and croſſed over the fields that lay 
about it with all the ſpeed I could make. I was not 
gone far before I heard the ſound of trumpets and alarm, 
which ſeemed to proclaim the march of an enemy; and, 
as I afterwards found, was in reality what I apprehended it. 
There appeared at a great diſtance a very ſhining light, 
and, in the midft of it, a perſon of a moſt beautifut 
aſpect ; her name was Truth. On her right-hand there 
marched a male deity, who bore ſeveral quivers on his 
ſhoulders, and graſped ſeveral arrows in his hand. Hi 
name was Wit, The approach of theſe two enemies 
filled all the territories of Falſe Wit with an unſpeak- 
able conſternation, inſomuch that the goddeſs of thoſe fe. 
gions appearcd in perſon upon ber frontiers, with the 
ſeveral inferior deuies, and the different bodies of forces 
which I had before ſeen in the temple, who were now 
Grawn up in array, and prepared to give their foes a warm 
reception. As the march of the enemy was very ſlow, it 
gave time to the ſeveral inhabitants who bordered vpon 
the regions of Falſhood to draw their forces into a body, 
with a defion to ſtand upon their guard as neuters, and 
attend the iſſue of the combat. ; RE” 
I muſt here inform my reader, that the frontiers of the 
enchanted region, which I have before deſcribed, were in. 
habited by the ſpecies of Mixed Wit, who made a very odd 
appearance when they were muſtered together in an 
army. There were men whoſe bodies were ſtuck full of 
darts, and women whoſe eyes were burning-glaſſes; men 
that had hearts of fire, and women that had breaſts of 
ſnow. It would be cndleſs to deſcribe ſeveral monſters 
of the like nature, that compoſed this great army; 
which immediately fell aſunder and divided it{&l into 
two parts, the one half throwing themſelves behind 
the banners of Truth, and the others behind thoſe ol 
Falſhood, e e 
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The goddeſs of Falſhood was of a gigantic ſtature, and 
Wanced ſome paces before the front of her army; but 
he dazzling light, which flowed from Truth, began 
1 ſhine upon her, ſhe faded infenfibly ; inſomuch, that in 
little ſpace ſhe looked rather like an huge phantom 
&n a real ſubſtance. At length, as the goddeſs of Truth 
roached ſtill nearer to her, ſhe fell away intirely, and 
iſned amidſt the brightneſs of her prelence ; ſo that 
here did not remain the leaſt trace or impreſſion of her 
jpure in the place where ſhe had been ſeen. 1 

As at the riſing of the ſun the conſtellations grow thin, 
nd the ſtars go out one after another, till the whole 


ht, Wheniſpbere is extinguiſhed ; ſuch was the vaniſhing of 
ming e goddeſs: and not only of the goddeſs herſelf, but of 
here We whole army that attended her, which ſympathized 
his rh their leader, and ſhrunk into nothing, in proportion 
His is the goddeſs diſappeared. At the fame time the whole 
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tnple ſunk, the fiſn betouk themſelves to the ſtreams, 
nd the wild beaſts to the woods, the fountains recovered 
ter murmurs, the birds their voices, the trees their 
kues, the flowers their ſcents, and the whole face of 
ture its true and genuine appearance, Though I ſtill 
minued afleep, I fancied myſelf as it were awakened 
tt of a dream, when I ſaw this region of prodigies re- 
ſored to woods and nvers, fields and meadows. 
Upon the removal of that wild ſcene of wonders, which. 
bal very much diſturbed my imagination, I took a full 
rey of the perſons of Wit and Truth; for indeed it. 
1 impoſſible to look upon the firſt, without ſeeing the 


f the Weber at the ſame time. There was behind them a 
em. tong and compact body of figures. The genius of 
11 Poetry appeared with a ſword in her band, and a 
rel on her head. Tragedy was crowned with cypreſs, 
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ad covered with robes dipped in blood, Satire had 
miles in her look, and a dagger under her garment. 
Rhetoric was known by her thunderbolt; and Comedy 
ber maſk, After ſeveral other figures, Epigram 
arched up in the rear, who had been poſted there at 
de beginning of the expedition, that he might not re- 
Kit to the enemy, whom he was ſuſpected to favour in 
is heart, I was very much awed and delighted with, 
le appearance of the God of Wu; there was 2 

Jo | bf | | | PN wg 
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thing ſo amiable and yet fo piercing in bis locks. ..M 
inſpired me at once with love and terror. As 1 ad k 5 
gazing on him, to my unſpeakable Joy, he took a quirer [1.0 
of arrows from his ſhoulder, in order to make rac 4 pre. Thi f 
ſent of it; but as I was reaching out my hand to ier 10 
it of him, I knocked it againſt a chair, and by he by 
means awaked, | | | ; 0 [Joy 
ei 
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The face of wealth in poverty we wear, 


HE moſt improper things we commit in the con- 
duct of our lives, we are led into by the force «i 


faſhion. Inſtances might be given, in which a prevail- rns 
ing cuſtom makes us act againſt the rules of nature, au, Wiſhes 
and common ſenſe ; but at preſent I fall confine my obe 


conſideration of the effect it has upon mens minds, by 
looking into our behaviour when it is the faſhion to ga 
into mourning. The cuttom of repreſenting the giict 
we have for the loſs of the dead by our habits, certainly 
had its riſe from the rea! ſorrow of ſuch as were too much 
diſtreſſed to take the proper care they ought of thei 
dreſs, By degrees it prevailed, that ſuch as had this in- 
ward oppreſſion upon their minds, made an apclogy tor 
not joining with the reſt of the world in their ordinary 
diverſions by a dreſs ſuited to their condition. This theic: 
fore was at firſt aſſumed by ſuch only as were under real 
diſtreſs ; to whom it was a relief that they had nothing 
about them fo light and gay as to be nkſome to the 
8 and melancholy of .neir inward reflections, or. 
that might miſrepreſent them to others. In proceſs of 
time this laudable diſti nction of the forrowful was lot 
and mourning is now worn by heirs and widows. J 5 
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ee nothing but magnificence and ſolemnity in the equi- 
8 age of the relict, and an air ot releaſe from ſervitude 
n the pomp of a fon who has loſt a wealthy father. 
e. Tus faſhion of forrow is now become a generous part 
e or the ceremonial between princes and ſovereigns, who 
n the language of all nations are filed brothers to each 
ober, a1 put on the purple upon the death of any 
tentate with whom they live in amity. Courciers, and 
„In who wiſh themſelves ſuch, are immediately ſeized 
with grief from head to foot upon this diſaſter to their 
prince; fo that one may know, by the very buckles of a 
eentleman-uſher, what degree of friendſhip any deceaſed. 
onarch maintained with the court to which he be- 
bugs. A good courtier's habit and behaviour is hierq- 
lyphical on theſe occaſions ; he deals much in whiſpers, 
ad you may ſee he dreſſes according to the beſt in- 
ehoence, | | | 
The general affectation among men, of appearing 
meater than they are, makes the whole world run into 
de habit of the court. You fee the lady, who the day 
tetore was as various as a rainbow, upon the time ap- 
pointed for beginning to mourn, as dark as a cloud. 
bis humour So not prevail only on thoſe whoſe for- 


nes can ſupport any change in their equipage, not on 
my Woe only whoſe incomes demand the wantonneſs of 
2 appearances ; but on ſuch alſo who have juſt enough 
b clothe them. An old acquaintance of mine, of ninety 
ct pounds a year, who has naturally the vanity of being a 
an of taſhion deep at his heart, is very much put to 
ul Wi: to bear the mortality of princes. He made a new 
ber Muck ſuit upon the death of the King of Spain, he 
ned it for the King of Portugal, and he now keeps 
iat s chamber while it is ſcouring for the emperor, He 
ll a good ceconomiſt in his extravagance, and makes 
2 ly a freſh black button upon his iron-gray ſuit for any 
en rentate of ſmall territories; he indeed adds his crape 
ung atband for a prince whoſe exploits he has admired in 
ie e Gazette. But whatever compliments may be made 
1 1 n theſe occafions, the true mourners are the mercers, 
of, _ lacemen, and milliners. A prince of a merci- 
Val and royal diſpoſition would reflect with great anxiety _ 


Pon the proſpect of his death, if he confidered what 
8 | | numbers 
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numbers would be reduced to milery by that accit, 


only; he would chin jr of moment enough to dire 5 
that in the notification of his departure, the honour dg Fi 
to him might te reſtrained to thoſe of the houſkola ; bf 
the prince to whom it ſhould be fignified. He vo b! 
think a general movrning to be in a leſs degree the far ſum 
ecretmnony which 13 practiſed in barbarous nations, bei 
killing their ſlaves to attend the obſequies of their kin: ra 
had been wonderfully at a loſs tor many mouth, of it 
gecher, to gueſs at the character of a man who came r on 
aud then to our coffee-houſe ; he ever ended a res man 
paper with this reflection, Well, I ſee all the form hor 
< princes are in good health.“ It you aſked, Pray oi 
what ſays the Poſtman from Vienna? he arſe, — 


Make us thanktul, the German princes are all ue 
What does he ſay from Barcelona ? * He does not ſpe 
© but that the country agrees very well with the ne 
queen.“ After very much inquiry, I found this n 
of univerſal loyalty was a wholeſale dealer in fils: 
ribbons; his way is, it ſeems, if he hires a weaver, 
workman, to have it inſerted in his articles, That all 1} 
.-* ſhall be well and truly performed, provided no fore D 
© potentate ſhall depart this life within the time abo G 
mentioned.“ It happens in all public mournings, that 
many trades which depend upon our habits, are du 
that folly either pinched with preſent want, or tent A 
with the apparent approach of it. All the atoncngl een 
which men can make for wanton expences, which 1 
ſort of inſulting the ſcarcity under which others lab 
is, that the ſuperfluities of the wealthy give ſupp.t 
the neceſſities of the poor; but inſtead of any other 2 
ariſing from the affectation of being in courtly bali 
mourning, all order ſeems to be deitroyed by it;: 
the true honour, which one court does to another 
that occaſion, loſes its force and efficacy. \\ hens 
reiyn miniſter bebolds the court of a nation, vi 


flouriſhes in riches and plenty, lay aſide, upon the b long 
his maſter, all marks of ſplendor and magic way 
though the head of ſuch a joyful people, he wl prai 
ceive a greater idea of the honour done his maſter fo 
when he ſces the generality of the people in the 0 

| 


habit, When one is afraid to aſk the wife of a trace 
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e hom ſhe has loſt of her family; and after ſome pre- 
dation endeavours to know whom ſhe moorns for; how 
aon neculous is it to hear her explain herſelf, that we have 
14 WY 1:& one of the hou'e of Auftria? Princes are elevated 
you bo highly above the reſt of mankind, that it is a pre- 
WM funptoous diſtinction to take a part in honours done to 
e, their memories, except we have authority for it, by being 
WM jCated in a particular manner to the court which pays 
> WM it veneration to their friendſhip, and feems to expreſs 
ene da ſuch an occaſion the ſenſe of the uncertainty ot hu- 
ren nan life in general, by aſſuming the habit of ſorrow, 
or MY though in the full poſſeſſion of triumph and royalty, R 
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e N 63 Tueſday, May 15. 
es 1 = Demetri teque Tigelli 
ver Diſeipulorum inter jubeo plorare cathetlray, = 
al | S | BY Hon. Sat, 1.4. 90. 
= Demetrius and Tigellius, know your places, 
Fete Go hence, and whine among the ſchool-boy race. 
Gur FTER having at large explained what wit is, and 
ten 1 deſcribed the falſe appearances of it, all that labour 
ore ſeems but an uſeleſs inquiry, without ſome time be ſpent 
hich in conſidering the application of it. The feat of wit, 
50 when one ſpeaks as a man of the town and the world, is 
ppi the play-houſe ; I ſhall therefore fill this paper with re- 
ber 20 fictions upon the uſe of it in that place. The appli- 
bas cation of wit in the theatre has as ſtrong an effect upon 
it; be manners of our gentlemen, as the taſte of it has upon 
otder WW the wrirings of our authors. It may, perhaps, look like 
hen very ee mae though not foreign from the 
1, 11888 Guy of a Spectator, to tax the writings of ſuch as have 
he loif long had the general applauſe of a nation; but I ſhall al- 
ane ways make reaſon, truth, and nature, the meaſures of 
wil OB praiſe and diſpraiſe; if thoſe are for me, the generality | 
iter, of opinion is of no conſequence againſt me; it they are 
he a2ainſt me, the general opinion cannot long ſupport me. 
i Without further prejace, I am going to look into 
1 


Þnne of our mot applauded plays, and fee whether 
| | | SES des they 
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they deſerve the figure they at preſent bear in the im; 
ginations of men, or not. > 

In reflecting upon theſe works, I ſhall chiefly dye 
upon that for which each reſpective play is molt celebrated. 
The preſent paper fhall be employed upon Sir Fopling 
Flutter, The received character of this play is, that i 
is the pattern of genteel comedy. Dorimant aud Har. 
riot are the characters of greateſt conſequence : and if 
theſe are low and mean, the reputation of the play i; 
very unjuſt. | . | : 

I will take for granted, that a fine gentleman ſhould be 
honeſt in his actions, and refined in his language, lu. 
ſtead of this, our hero 1n this piece 1s a direct knare in 
his defigns, and a clown in his language. Bellair is his 
admirer and friend; in return for which, becauſe he i; 
torſooth a greater wit than his ſaid friend, he thinks it 
reaſonable to perſuade him to marry a young lady, hof 
virtue, he thinks, will laſt no longer than till ſhe is 4 
wife, and then ſhe cannot but fall to his ſhare, as he i; 
an irrefiſtible fine gentleman, The falſhood to Mi. 
Lovxeit, and the barbarity of triumphing over her an- 
guiſh for loſing him, is another inftance of his honeiy, 
as well as his good-nature, As to his fine language; he 
calls the orange-woman, who it ſeems is inclined to 
grow fat, An over-grown jade, with a flaſket of guts 
«© before her;“ and 1alutes her with a pretty phraſe of, 
How now, double tripe?“ Upon the mention of a 
country gentlewoman, whom he knows nothing of, no 
one can imagine why, he * will lay his life ſhe is ſome 
&« awkward ill-faſhioned country toad, who, not having 
« above four dozen of hairs on her head, has adorned 
* her baldneſs with a large white fruz, that ſhe may 
© Took (parkiſhly in the fore-front of the king's box at 
« an old play.“ Unnatural mixture of ſenſclels com- 
mon-place ! | 5 | 5 

As to the geperoſity of his temper, he tells his poot 
footman, „It he did not wait better“ he would turn 
him away, in the inſolent phraſe of, “ VIt uncaſe you." 

Now tor Mrs. Harriot; ſhe laughs at obedience to 
an abſent mother, whoſe tenderneſs Buſy deſcribes to be 
very exquiſite, for © that ſhe is fo pleaſed with finding Har 
riot again, that ſhe cannot chide her for being out of the 
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« way.” This witty daughter, and fine lady, has ſo little 
reſpect for this good woman, that ſhe ridicules her air in 
faking leave, and cries, “ In what ſtruggle is my poor 
« mother yonder ? See, ſee her head tottering, her eyes 
6 ſtaring, and her under-lip trembling.” But all this is 
atoned for, becauſe “ ſhe has more wit than is uſual in 
« her ſex, and as much malice, though ſhe is as wild as 


6 you would wiſh her, and has a demureneſs in her looks 
[33 


| & that makes it ſo ſurpriſing!” Then to recommend her 


23 a fit ſpouſe for his hero, the poet makes her ſpeak 
her ſenſe of marriage very ingenioully ; © I think,” ſays 
ne, I might be brought to endure him, and that is all 
« 4 reaſonable woman ſhould expect in an huſband,” 
tis, methinks, unnatural that we are not made to un- 
derſtand how ſhe that was bred under a filly pious old 
mother, that would never truſt her out of her fight, 
came to be fo polite. Fr 

It cannot be denied, but that the negligence of every 
thing, which engages rhe attention of Une ſober and va- 


luable part of mankind, appears very well drawn in this 


piece; but it is denied, that it is neceilary to the character 
of a fine gentleman, that he ſhould in that manner tram- 
ple upon all order and decency. As for the character of 
Dorimant, it is more of a coxcomb than that of Fopling. 
He ſays of one of his companions, that a good cor- 
reſpondence between them 1s their mutual intereſt. 
Speaking of that friend, he declares, their being much 
together “makes the women think the better of his un- 
„ derſtanding, and judge more favourably of my reputa- 
© tion, It makes him paſs upon ſome for a man of 
© rery good ſenſe, aud me upon others for a very civil 
« perſon,” 5 N e 

This whole celebrated piece is a perfect contradiction 


to good manners, good ſenſe, and common honeſty; 


and as there is nothing in it but what is built upon the 
ruin of virtue and innocence, according to the notion of 
merit in this comedy, I take the ſhocmaker to be, in 
reality, the fine gentleman of the play; for it ſeems he is 
an Atheiſt, if we may depend upon his character as given 
by the orange-woman, who is herſelf tar from being 


the loweſt in the play. ohe ſays of a fine man, who is 


Dorimant's companion, there “is not ſuch another heathen 
Vor. 1. | | | 414 by 18 
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in the town, except the ſhoemaker.“ His pretenſion 


to be the hero of the Drama appears {till more in his own 


deſcription of his way of living with his lady. . There 


is,“ ſays he, © never a man in town lives more like a 
motions ; ſhe never inquires into mine. We ſpeak 
to one another civilly, hate one another heartily; and 
becauſe it is vulgar to he and ſoak together, we have 
each of us our ſeveral ſettle-bed.“ That of ſoaking 
together 1s as good as if Dorimant had ſpoken it him- 
felf; and, I think, ſince he puts human nature in as ug] 
a form as the circumſtance will bear, and is a ſtanch un. 


belicver, he is very much wronged in having no part of 
the good fortune beſtowed in the laſt act. 


To ſpeak plainly of this whole work, I think nothing 


but being loſt to a ſenſe of innocence and virtue can make 


any one ſce this comedy, without obſerving more frequent 
eccation to move ſorrow and indignation, than mirth and 
laughter. Ar the fame time I allow it to be nature, but 
it is nature in its utmoſt corruption and degeneracy, R 
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Motus doceri gaudet Ionicos 
Matura virgo, & fingitur artubus 
Fam nunc, & inceſtos amores 
De tenero meditatur ungui. | . 
| | Hor, Od. III. vi. 21. 
Behold a ripe and melting maid 
Bound *prentice to the wanton trade: 
Ionian artiſts, at a mighty price, 
Inſtruat ber in the myſteries of vice, | 
What nets to ſpread, where ſubtle baits to lay; 
And with an early hand they form the temper'd clay. 
g | on Boy RoscoMMON, 


HE two following letters are upon a ſubje& of 

very great importance, though expreſſed without 
any air of gravity, | ES | | 
a To 


gentleman with his wife than I do; I never mind her 
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| To the Spefator, 


«SIR, 8 
TAK E the freedom of aſking your advice in behalf il} 
1 of a young country kinſwoman of mine who is =_ 
lately come to town, and under my care for her educa- Wl | 
tion. She is very pretty, but you can't imagine how 1 
unformed a creature it is. She comes to my hands juſt 1 
© as nature left her, half-finiſned, and without any ac- 1 
* quired improvements. When I look on her I often ll 
think of the Belle Sauvage mentioned in one of your | I 9 


papers. Dear Mr, Speffator, help me to make her 
comprehend the viſible graces of ſpęech, and the dumb 6 
« eloquence of motion; for ſhe is at preſent a perſect 1 
ſtranger to both. She knows no way to expreſs her- 
ſelf but by her tongue, and that always to ſignify her iN 
meaning. Her eyes ſerve her yet only to ſee with, and 1 
he is utterly a foreigner to the language of looks and | 
{ glances. In this I fancy you could help her better than | 
any body. I have beſtowed two months in teaching 
her to ligh when ſhe 1s not concerned, and to ſmile | 9 
«when ſhe is not pleaſed; and am aſhamed to own ſhe | 
makes little or no improvement. Then ſhe is no more 
* able now to walk, than ſhe was to go at a year old. By 
walking you will eafily know I mean that regular but 
* eaſy motion, which gives our perſons fo irrefiſtible a 
grace as if we moved to muſic, and is a kind of diſ- 
engaged figure, or, if I may ſo ſpeak, recitative dancing. 
© But the want of this I cannot blame in her, for J find 
' ſhe has no ear, and means nothing by walking but to 
| change her place. I could pardon too her bluſhing, if 
' ſhe krew how to carry herſelf in it, and if it did not 
manifeſtly injure her complexion” 
© They tell me you are a perſon who have ſeen the 
world, and are a judge of tine-breeding ; which makes 
me ambitious x, ſome inſtructions from you tor her 
* improvement ; which when you have favoured me with, I 
* ſhall further adviſe with you about the diſpoſal of this 1 
fair foreſter in marriage; for I will make it no ſecret to | 
. * You, that her perſon and education are to be her lortune, 
| JJ ny 
| * Your very humble fervant, j 
8 | 6 Celimene,? M6 
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8 I R, En 
NEIN employed by Celimene to make up and 


ſend to you her letter, I make bold to recommend 

the cafe tberein mentioned to your conſideration, be. 

cauſe the and I happen to differ a little in our notions, 

J, who am a rough man, am afraid the young girl is in 
a fair way to be ſpoiled ; therefore pray, Mr. Sje&ator, 

let us have your opinion of this fine thing called Fine. 
Breeding ; for 1 am afraid it differs too much from 


that plain thing called Good-Breeding. 


a GHG a „ «„ A & © 


© Your moſt humble ſervant? 


The general miſtake among vs in the educating our 
children, is, that in our daughteis we take care of their 
perſons and neglect their minds; in our fons, we are ſo 
intent upon adorning their minds, that we wholly neglect 
their bodies. It is from this that you ſhall ſee a young 
lady celebrate] and admired in all the aſſemblies about 
town, when her elder brother is afraid to come into a 
room. From this ill management it ariſes that we fre. 
quently obſerve a man's lite is half ſpent before he is 
taken notice ot; and a woman in the prime of her years 
is out of faſhion and neglected. The boy I ſhall con- 
ſider upon ſome other occaſion, and at preſent ſtick to 
the girl; and I am the more inclined to this, becauſe [ 


hare ſeveral letters which complain to me that my female 


readers have not underſtood me ſome days laſt paſt, and 
take themſclves to be unconcerned in the preſent turn 0: 
my wiitings. When a girl is ſafely brought from her 
nurſe, before ſre is capable of forming one {imple no- 
tion of any thing in lite, ſhe is delivered to the hands of 
her dancing-waſter; and with a collar round her neck, 
the pretty wild thing 1s taught a fantaſtical gravity of be- 
haviour, and forced to a particular way of holding her 
head, heaving her breaſt, and moving with her whole 
body; and all this under pain of never having an bus 
band, if ſhe fteps, looks, or moves awry. This gives the 
young lady wondertul workings of imagination, what : 
to paſs befween her and this huſband that ſhe is every 
moment told of, and jor whom ſhe ſeems to be eu 
"cated, Thus her fancy is engaged to turn all hor en 
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deavours to the ornament of her perſon, as what muſt 
determine her good and ill in this lite; and ſhe naturally 
thinks, if ſhe is tall enough, ſhe is wiſe enough for any 
thing lor which her education makes her think ſhe is de- 
ſigned. Lo make her an agrecable perfon is the main 
purpoſe ot her parents; to that is all their coſts, to that 
all their care directed; and iroin this general tolly ot pa- 
rentz we owe our preſent numerous race of coquettes.. 
Theſe reflections puzzle me, when I think of giving my 
advice on the ſubject of managing the wild thing men- 
toned in the letter of my correſpondent. Bur ture there 
is a middle way to be followed; the management of a 
young lady's perſon is not to be over-looked, bur the 
erudition of her mind is much more to be reg uded. 
According as this is managed, you will ſce the mind fol- 
low the appetites of the body, or the body expreſs the 
virtues of the mind. EI 

Cleonura dances with all the elegance of motion ima 
ginable; but her eyes are io chaſtiſed with the ſimplicity 
and innocence of her thoughts, that ſhe raiſes in her 
beholders admiration and good-will, but no looſe hope or 
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wild imagination. The true art in this caſe is, to make 11 
the mind and body improve together; and, if poſſible, to 4h 
make geilure follow thought, and not let thought be em- 1 
loyed upon geſture. 5 R WA 
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 Saltare elegantius quam neceſſo off probe, Salus re 
Too fine a dancer for a virtuous woman. 8 


UCTAN, in one of his dialogues, introduces a phi- 
£4 loſopher chiding his friend for his being a lover of 
dancing, and a frequenter of balls. The other under-- 
takes the defence of his favourite diveriion, Which, he 
lays, was at firſt invented by the goddeſs Rhea, and pre- 
ſerved the life of Jupiter hunſelf, from the cruelty of his 
father Saturn, He proceeds to ſhew, that it had been 
approved by the greateſt men in all ages; that Homer 
calls Merion a Fine Dancer; and ſays, that the gracctal 
mien and great azility which he had acquired by that 
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exerciſe, diſtinguiſhed him above the reſt in the armies, 
both of Greeks and "Trojans. 

He adds, that Pyrrhus gained more reputation by in- 
venting the dance w hich is called after his name, than by 

all his other actions: that the Lacedzmonians, who were 
the braveſt people in Greece, gave great encouragement 
to this diverſion, and made their Hormus, a dance much 
reſembling the French Brawl, famous over all Afia: tia: 
there were ſtill extant ſome Theſſalian ſtatues erected to 
the honour of their belt dancers: and that he wondered 
how his brother philoſopher could declare himſelf again} 
the opinions of thoſe two perſons, whom he profeticd ſo 
much to admire, Homer and Hefiod; the latter of which 
compares valour and dancing together; and ſays, Thit 
the gods have beſtowed fortitude on ſome men, and en 
* others a diſpoſition for dancing,” 

Laſtly, he puts him in mind that Socrates, who, in 
the judgment of Apollo, was the wiſeſt of men, was not 
only a profeſſed admirer of this exerciſe 1n others, bat 
learned it himſelf when he was an old man, 

The moroſe philoſopher is ſo much affected by theſe 
and ſome other authorities, that he becomes a convert to 
his friend, and deſires he would take him with hun when 
he went to his next ball, 

I love to ſhelter myſelf under the examples of great 
men; and I think, I have ſufficiently ſhewed that it is 
not below the diguity of theſe my ſpeculations to rake no- 
tice of the following letter, which, I ſuppoſe, is ſent me 
by ſome ſubſtantial tradeſman about Change, 


4 SIR, 


1 AM a man in years, and by an honeſt induſtry in 
the world have acquired enough to give my chil- 
dren a liberal education, though I was an utter itranger 

to it myieif, My eldeſt daughter, a girl of ſixteen, has 
for ſome time been under the tuition of Monſieur R- 
gadoon, a dancing-maſier in the city; and I was pre- 
vailed upon by cer aud her mother to go lait night to 
one of his balls. I muſt own to you, Sir, that having 
never been at any ſuch place before, I was very much 
pleaſed and ſurprifed with that part of his entertainment 
which he e French Dancing. There were ſeveral 
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« young men and women, whoſe limbs ſeemed to have no 
© other motion, but purely what the muſic gave them. 


After this part was over, they began a divertion which 


they call Country-Dancing, and wherein there were 


alſo ſome things not diſagreeable, and divers Emblema- 
tical Figures, compos'd, as I gueſs, by wiſe men, tor 
the inſtruction of youth. 

* Among the reſt, I obſerved one, which, I think, they 
call Hunt the Squirrel, in hich while the woman flies 


the man purſues her; but as ſoon as ſhe turns, he runs 


away, and ſhe is obliged to follow. 


The moral of this dance does, I think, very aptly re- 


commend modeſty and diſcretion to the temale ſex. 


But as the belt inſtitutions are liable to corruptions, 
ſo, Sir, I mult acquaint you, that very: great abutes are 
crept into this entertainment. I was amazed to ſce 


my girl handed by, and handing, young fellows with o 


much familiarity ; and I could not have thought it had 
been in the child. They very often made uſe of a 
moſt impudent and laſcivious ſtep called Setting, which 


I know not how to deſcribe to you, but by tellin g you 


that it is the very reverſe of back to back. At laſt an 
impudent young dog bid the fiddlers play a dance called 
Mol, Pately, and after having made two or three cap ers, 
ran to his partner, locked his arms in hers, and whitked 
her round cleverly above ground in fuch a manner, 
that I, who fat upon one of the loweſt benches, ſaw 
ſurther above her ſhoe than I can think tit to acquaint 
you with. I could no longer endure theſe enormines 3 


wherefore, juſt as my girl was going to be made a 


whirligig, I ran in ſeized on the child, and carried her 
home. 

+ Sir, 1 am not yet old end to be a fool, I ſuppoſe 
this diverſion might be at firſt invented to keep up a 


good underſtanding between young men and women, 
and ſo far I am not againſt it; but I ſhall never allow | 
of theſe things. I know not what you will ſay to this 


caſe at preſent, but am ſure that, had you been with me, 
you would have ſeen 1 matter of 125 ſpeculation. I am 


5 Yours, &c. 


5 muſt confeſs I am afraid that my correſpondent had 
too much reaſon to be a litile out of humour at the treat- 
”— 8 < „ ment 
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ment of his daughter; but I conclude that he woe 
have been much more ſo, had he feen one of thoſe kik. 
fing dinces in which H. Honeycomb atlures me they we 
obliged to dwe}l almoſt a minute on the fair onc's | 


Hav 


tures V 


ip? conclu 

or they will be too quick for the muſie, and dance quite allect 
out of time. 1 ſo mu 
I am not able however to give my final ſentence againſt will 0! 
this diverſion; and am oi Myr. Cowley's opinion, that 10 tſem® 


much of dancing, at leait, as belongs to the behaviour 
and an handiome carriage of the body, is exuemely ule. 
tul, if not abſolutely ncceſſary. N 

We generally orm luch ideas of people at firſt fight, as 
we are hardly ever pciſuaced to lay alide afterwards: fir 
this reaſon, a man would wiſh to have nothing diſayree- 
able or uncomcly in his ayproaches, and to be able tv en- 
ter a room with a good grace, | 

I might add, that a moderate knowledge in the little 
rules of good-breeding gives a man fome affurance, and 
makes him eaſy in all companies. For want of this, I 
have ſeen a profeſſor of a liberal ſcience at a loſs to ſalute 
a lady; and a moit excellent mathematician not able to 
determine whether he ſhould ſtand or fit while my lord 
drank to him. 5 Es | | 

It is the proper buſineſs of a dancing-maſter to regulate 
theſe matters; tho' I take it to be a juſt obſervation, that 
unleſs you add ſomething of your own to what thele fine 
gentlemen teach you, and which they are wholly ignorant 
of themſclves, you will much ſooner get the charactcr of 
an affected fop, than of a well-bred man. 

As tor Country-Dancing, it muſt indeed be cenfeſſed 
that the great familiarities between the two ſexes on this 
occaiion may ſometimes produce very dangerous conſe- 
quences ; and I have often thought that few ladies hearts 
are fo obdurate as not to be melted by the charms of 
muſic, the force of motion, and an handſome young ſel- 
low who is continually play ing before their eyes, and con- 
vincing them that he has the perfect uſe of all his limbs. 
Hut as this kind of dance is the particular invention of 
our own country, and as every one is more or leſs a pro- 
ficient in it, I would not difcountenance it; but rather 
ſuppoſe it may be practiſed innecently by others, as well 
as myſelf, who am often partner to my landlady's eldeſt 
dauphter, | POST: 
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POSTSCKIPT. 


Having heard a good character of the collection of pic- 
tures which i is to he expoſed to ſale on Frid ay next; and 


zoncluding from the following, letter, that the perſon who 


collected them is a man of no unelegant taſte, I will be 


ſo much his friend as to publiſh it, provided the reader 


will only look upon it as lüling up the place of an adver- 
nſement, 


From the Three Chairs in the Piazza, Covent-Garden. 
8 R.. May 16, 1711. 


0 1 you are a Seclalor, I think we, who make it 


our buſineſs to exhibit any thing to public view, 
ought to apply ourſelves to you for your approbation. 
[ have travelled Europe, to furniſh out a ſhow for you, 


6 


ww 


and have brought with me what has been admired in 


every country thro! which 1 paſſed. You have de- 
* clared in many papers, that your greateſt delights are 
+ thoſe of the eye, which I do not doubt but I ſhall gra- 
{ tity with as beautiful objects as yours ever beheld. It 
| caltles, foreſts, ruins, fine women, and graceful men, 
can pleaſe you, I dare promiie you much ſatisfactien, 


fight is, 1 ſuppoſe, as gr ateful to a « Speflnter, as a treat 
6 + 


this invitation from, 


I, 
6 Your moſt obedicat bumble ans 
X | EF Grabam? 
No 68 Friday, May 18. 


Nos duo turba umu“ | Oy 1D. Nlet, '% 3 £ 5 


Me two are a multitude. 


NE would think that the lürter the eg mpany 18 
in which we me ei, gaged, the grea'er variety of 


4 


thoughts and ſubjects would be ſtarted in difcourte ; but, 
initcad of this, We lind that COnVCHatiun is LEVEr 10 
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if you will appear at my auction on Friday next. A 


to another perton, and thefelcre I hope YOU will en 
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much ſtraitned and confined as in numerous afſemhlies, 
When a multitude meet together upon any ſubject of dic. 
courſe, their debates are taken up chiefly with forms and 
general politions; nay, if we come into a more contracted 
atlembly of men and women, the talk generally runs upon 
the weather, taſhions, news, and the like public topics, 
In proportion as converſation gets into clubs and knots of 
friends, it deſcends into particulars, and grows more free 


and communicative: but the moſt open, inſtructive, and | 


unrelerved diſcourſe, is that which paſſes between ty 

_ perſons who are familiar and intimate friends. On theſe 

occaſions, a man gives a loole to every paſſion and every 

thought that is uppermoſt, diſcovers his moſt retired opi- 
nions of perſons and things, tries the beauty and ſtrength 
of his ſentiments, and expoſes his whole ſoul to the exas 

- mination of his friend. 

Tully was the firſt who obſerved, that friendſhip im- 
proves happineſs and abates miſery, by the doubling of 
our joy and dividing of our grief; a thought in which he 

bath been followed by all the eſſayers upon triendſhip, 

that have written fince his tine. Sir Francis Bacon has 
fizely deſcribed other advantages, or, as he calls them, 
fruits of friendſhip; and indeed there is no ſubject of 
morality which has been better handled and more ex- 
hauſted than this. Among the ſeveral tine things which 
have been ſpoken of it, I ſhall beg leave to quote ſome 
out of a very ancient author, whole book would be fe- 
carded by our modern wits as one of the moſt ſhining 
tracts of morality that is extant, if it appeared under the 


name of a Confucius, or of any celebrated Grecian phile- | 


ſopher: I mean the little apocryphal treatiſe entitled, 
The wiſdom of the Son of Sirach. How finely has be 
deſcribed the art of making friends, by an obliging and 
_ affable behaviour; and laid donn that precept which a 
late excellent author has delivered as his own, * That 
we ſhould have many well-wiſhers, but few friends? 
Sweet language will multiply friends; and a fuir-ſpeak- 
ing tongue will increaſc kind greetings, Be in peace 
with many, nevertheleſs have but one counſeller of 4 
thouſand, With what prudence does he caution us in 
the choice of our friends; and with what ſtrokes ot na- 
ture, I could almoſt fay of humour, has he deſcribed the 
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behaviour of a treacherous ai ſel Fintereſted friend? If 


thou wouldſt get a friend, prove him firſt, and be not 


haſty to credit him: for ſome man 1s a lriend for bis own 
© occaſion, and will not abide in the day of thy trouble. 
And there is a friend, who being turned to enmity and 
e ſtrife will diſcover thy reproach.” Again, Some trend 
is a companion at the table, and will net continue in 

the day of thy affliction: but in thy a he will 
© be as thyſelf, and will be bold over th, ſrvants, If 
thou be brought low he will be againſt thee, and hide 
* himſelf from thy face,” What can be more Urong and 
1 than the following verſe? © Separate thy ſelt from 
© thine enemies, and take heed of thy trieads,? In the 


next words he particularizes one of thoſe iruits of fiiend- 


ſhip which is deſcribed at length by the ti famous au- 
thors above-mentioned, and falls into a general elogium 
of friendſhip, which is very juſt as well a: very ſublimes 
A faithful friend is a ſtrong defence; and he that hath 
© found ſuch an one, hath found a treaſure. Nothing 
© doth countervail a faithiul friend, and his excellency is 
© unvaluable. A faithful friend is the medicine of ite; 
and they that fear the Lord ſhall find him. Whoſo 
* feareth the Lord ſhall direct his friendſhip aright; for 
* as he is, fo ſhall his neighbour,” that is, his friend; „be 

© alſo.” I do not remember to have met with any laying 
that has pleaſed ine more than that of a triend's being the 
medicine of lite, to expreſs the cflicacy of friendſhip i in 


healing the pains and anguiſh which naturally cleave to 
our exiſtence | in chis wor! x ; and am wonderfully pleafe . 
with the turn in the laſt ſentence, That a virtuous nan 


ſhall as a bling meet witl a friend who i is as virtudus as 
himſelt. There is another ſayin” in the ſame author, 


which would have been very much admired in an heathen 


writer; + Forſake not an old friend, for the new is not 
comparable o him: a ne friend is as new wine; when 
© 1t is old thou ſhalt drink it with pleaſure, With whar 
ſtrengrh of alluſion, and force of hought, has he deſcribed 
the breaches and viola: ions of fr zendſhip? * Whofo caſteth 

* a ſtone at the birds fraveth them a. „ay; and he that 


6 ppbruideth nis friend, breaketh triendinip. Tho thou 


* drawelt a ſword at a fiend a yet deſpair not; tor there 
may be a returning to tavour: if thou hatt opened thy 
2 mouth again it thy iriend, tear not; for there may be a 
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* reconciliation ; except for upbraiding, or pride, or dif. 
cloſing of ſecrets, or a treacherous wound; for, for theſe 
things every friend will depart! We may obſerve in 
this, and ſeveral other precepts in this author, thoſe little 
familiar inſtances and illuſtrations which are ſo much 
admired in the moral writings of Horace and Epictetus. 
Incre are very beautiful inſtances of this nature in the 
following pallages, which are likewiſe written upon the 
ſame ſubject: Whoſo diſcovereth ſecrets, loſeth his cre- 
dit, and ſhall never find a friend to his mind. Lore 
© thy friend, and be faithful unto him; but if thou be- 
wrayeſt his ſecrets, follow no more after him: for as a 
wan hath d-Nroyed his enemy, fo haſt thou loſt the love 
of thy friend; as one that letteth a bud go out of his 
hand, ſo haſt thou let thy friend go, and ſhalt not get 
him again: follow after him no more, for he is too tar 
off; he is as a roe eſcaped out of the ſnare, As for a 
wound, it may be bound up, and after reviling there 
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without hope. | | — 

Among the ſeveral qualifications of a good friend, this 
wile man has very juſtly fingled out conſtancy and faith- 
tulneſs as the principal: to theſe, others have added vir- 


tue, knowledge, diſcretion, equality in age and fortune, 
ana as Cicero calls it, Morum Comitas, n pleafantneſs of 


& temper,” If I were to give my opinion upon ſuch an 
exbauſted ſubject, I ſhould join to theſe other qualificas 
tions a certain equability or evenneſs of behaviour. A 
man oſten contracts a friendſhip with one whom perhaps 
he does not find out till after a year's converfation; when 


on a ſudden ſome latent ill humour breaks out upon him, 


which he never diſcovered or ſuſpected at his firſt emer— 
ing into an intimacy with him. There are ſeveral per- 
ſons who in ſome certain periods of their lives ate inex- 
preſfibly agrceable, and in ethers as odious and deteſtable. 
Martial has given us a very pretty picture of one of this 
ſpecies in the following epigram: 


Dffcilie, facilis, jucundlus, acerbus es idem, 
Nec tecum prſſum wvitere, ec fine te. 


In all thy humours, whether grave or mellow, 
Thou'rt ſuch a touchy, teſty, pleaſant fellow; 
Haſt fo much wit, and mürth, and ſpleen about thee, 

There ie no living with thee, nor without thee. 


may be reconciliation; but he that bew ra eth ſecrets, is 


Epig. XII. 47» 
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It is very unlucky for a man to be entangled in a fi iend- 
{hip with one, who by theſe changes and vieiſſitudes of 
humour is ſometimes amiable and ſometimes odious: 
and as moſt men are at ſome times in an admirable ſrame 
and diſpoſition of mind, it ſhould be one of the greateſt 
talks of wifdom to keep ourſelves well when we are ſo, 
and never to go out of that which 1s the agreeable part 
of our character, 5 | | 4 


— 


Ne 69 Saturday, May 19. 


Hic ſegetes, illic weniunt felicins uwæe 

Arborei fetus alibi atque injuſſa vireſcunt 
Gramina. Nonne wides, croceos ut Tmolus odores, 
India mittit ebur, molles ſua thura Sabei ? 

At Chalybes nudi ferrum, wviroſaque pontzs 
Caſtorea, Eliedum palmas Epirus equarum ? 
Continuò has leges eternaque federa certis | 
Inpoſuit natura locis | „ 


„ . VI e, Georg. i. 54. 
This ground with Bacchus, that with Ceres ſuits: 
That other loads the trees with happy fruit; 
A fourth with graſs, unbidden, decks the ground: 
Thus Tmolus is with yellow ſaffron crown'd; 
India black ebon and white iv'ry bears; 
And ſoft Idume weeps her od'rous tears: 
Thus Pontus ſends her bever ſtoncs from far; 
And naked Spaniards temper ſteel for war: 
Epirus for th' Elean chariot breeds 
(In hopes of palms) a race of running ſteeds, 
This is th' original contract; theſe the laws 
Impos'd by nature, and by nature's cauſe. _ 
pe e ER DzyDEN. 
T*PHEERE is no place in town which I fo much love to 
frequent as the Royal-Exchange. It gives me a ſecret | 
ſatisfaction, and, in ſome meaſure, grati ſits my vanity, as 1 
an an Engliſhman, to fee fo rich an aftembly of country- 
men and toreigners conſulting together upon the private 
Og _ - þulneis 
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buſineſs of mankind, and making this metropolis a kind 
of Emporium for the whole earth. I muſt confeſs 1 
look upon High-'Change to be a great council, in which 
all conſiderable nations have their repreſentatives, Fc. 
tors in the trading world are what ambaſladors are in 
the politic world; they negotiate affairs, conclude tig. 
ties, and maintain a good correſpondence between thoſe 
wealthy ſocteties of men that are divided from one an- 
other by ſeas and oceans, or hve on the different exte. 
mities of a continent. I have often been pleaſed to hear 
ditputes adjuſted between an inhabitant ot Japan and an 
alderman of London, or to fee a ſubject of the Great 
Mogul entering into a league with one of the Czar of 
Mulcovy. I am infinitely delighted in mixing with theſe 
ſeveral miniſters of commerce, as they are diſtinguiſhed 
by their different walks and different languages: fome- 
times I am juſtled among a body of Armenians : ſome- 
times I am loſt in a anne of Jews; and ſometimes make 
one in a groupe of Dutchmen. I am a Dane, Swede, or 
Frenchman, at different times; or rather fancy myſelf 
like the old philoſopher, who, upon being aſked what 
countryman he was, replied, that he was a citizen of 
world. OM ET „„ 
Though I very frequently viſit this buſy multitude of 
people, I am known to nobody there but my friend Sir 
Andrew, who often ſmiles upon me as he fees me buſt- 
ling in the crowd, but at the fame time connives at my 
preſence without taking any further notice of me, There 
is indeed a merchant of Egypt, who juſt knows me by 
fight, having formerly remated me ſome money io 
Grand Cairo; but as I am not verſed in the modern 
Coptic, our conferences go no further than a bow and 
a grimace. | | TT | | 
This grand ſcene of buſineſs gives me an infinite 
variety of ſolid and ſubſtantial entertainments, As Iam 
a great lover of mankind, my heart naturally overf}oss 
with pleafure at the fight of a proſperous and happy 
multitude, iuſomuch that at many public ſolemnities ! 
cannot forbear expreſſing my joy with tears that have ftolen 
down my cheeks. For this reafon 1 am wondertully de- 
lighied to tee ſuch a body of men thriving in their cn 


ils 


private fortunes, and at the ſame time promoting the pub. 
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lic ſtock ; or, in other words, raifing eſtates for their own 
families, by bringing into their country whatever is want- 


ing, and carrying out of it whatever 1s ſuperfluous, 


Nature ſeems to have taken a particular care to diſſe- 
minate her bleſſings among the difterent regions of the 
world, with an eye to this mutual intercourſe and traffic 
among mankind, that the natives of the ſeveral parts of 
the globe might have a kind of dependence upon one 
another, and be united together by their common in— 
tereſt. Almoſt every degree produces ſomething peculiar 


to it. The food often grown in one country, and the 


ſauce in another. The fruits of Portugal are corrected 
by the products of Barbadoes : the infuſion of a China 
lant ſweetened with the pith of an Indian cane. The 
Pippio iſlands give a flavour to our European bowls. 
The ſingle dreis of a woman of quality is often the pro- 
duct of an hundred climates, The muff and the fan come 


together from the different ends of the earth. The 


ſcarf is ſent from the torrid zone; and the tippet from 
beneath the pole. The brocade petticoat riſes out of 
the mines of Peru ; and the diamond necklace out of the 
bowels of Indoſtan. „„ 3 
If we conſider our own country in its natural proſpect, 
without any of the benefits and advantages of commerce, 
what a barren uncomfortable ſpot of earth falls to our 
ſhare | Natural Hiftorians tell us, that no fruit grows 
originally among us, beſides hips and haws, acorns and 
pig-nuts, with other delicacies of the like nature; that 
our climate of itſelf, and without the affiſtances of art, 
can make no further advances towards a plumb than 
to a flue, and carries an apple to no greater perfection 
than a crab; that our melons, our peaches, our fivs, 
our apricots, and cherries, are ſtrapgers among us, in- 
ported in different ages, and naturalized in our Engliſh 
gardens; and that they would all degenerate and fall 
away into the traſh os our own country, if they were 
wholly neglected by the planter, and lett to the mercy of 
our ſun and foil, Nor has traffic more enriched our ve- 
getable world, than it has improved the whole face of 
nature among us. Our ſhips are luden with the harveſt 
of every el mate: our tables are ſtored with ſpices, and 
eils, and wines; our rooms ate filled with pyramids of 
8 | „ China,. 
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China, and adorned with the workmanſhip of Japan: 
our morning's draught comes to us from the 1emuieſ 
corners of the earth : we repair our bodies by the d. ugs 
of America, and repoſe ourſelves under Indian canopies. 
My friend Sir Andrew calls the vineyards of France our 
gardens; the ſpice-iſlands, our hot beds; the Puliang 
our ſik-weavers, and the Chineſe our potters. Nature 
indeed furniſhes us with the bare neceſſaries of life; but 
traffic gives us a great variety of what is uſeful, and at 
the {ame time ſupplies us with every thing that is con- 
venient and ornamental. Nor 1s 1t the leaſt part of this 
our happineſs, that whilſt we enjoy the remoteſt products 
of the north and ſouth, we are free from thoſe extre- 
mities of weather which give them birth: that our eyes 
are refreſhed with the green fields of Britain, at the ſame 
time that our palates are feaſted with fruits that riſe be. 
tween the tropics. _ 8 

For theſe reaſons there are not more uſeful members 
in a commonwealth than merchants, They knit man- 
kind together in a mutual intercourſe of good offices, 
diſtribute the gifts of nature, find work for the poor, 


add wealth to the rich, and magnificence to the great, 


Our Engliſh merchant converts the tin of his own coun» 
try into gold, and exchanges his wool for rubies, The 
Mahometans are cloathed in our Britiſh manufacture; 
and the inhabitants ef the frozen zone warmed with 
the flecces of our ſheep. 5 
When I have been upon the Change, I have oft: 
fancied one of our kings ſtanding in perſon, where he 
is repreſented in effigy, and looking down upon the 
wealthy concourſe of people with which that place is every 
day filled. In this caſe, how would he be ſurpriſed to 
hear all the languages of Europe ſpoken in this little 
ſpot of his former dominions, aud to ſec fo many private 
men, who in his time would have been the vaffals of 
fome powerful baron, negotiating like princes for greater 
ſums of money than were formely to be met with in the 
Royal Treaſury! Trade, without enlarging the Biiifh 
territories, has given us a kind of additional empire: it 
bas multiply'd the number of the rich, made our landed 
eſtates infinitely more valuable ta they were formerly, 
and added to them an aceœcſſion oi other eſtates as valud- 
ble as the lands themſelves. | | E 


Monday, 


ſathe 
jeop 
15 in 
and | 
rabbl 
aptne 
natut 
ever | 
reade 
told 


OE i es Ea De ena 


c 1 — 


%o THE SPECTATOR, 28x 


— 


0 _ * 48 te Ae 
66 » 


No 70. Monday, May 21. 


Taterdum wulzus rectum vibe. 3 . ä 
| Oh | Hog. Ep. II. 1. 63. 


Sometimes the vulgar ſee, and judge, aright. 


XY) HEN TI travelled, I took a particular delight in 
hearing the ſongs and fables that are come from 
father to ſon, and are moſt in vogue among the common 
ple of the countries through which I paſſed; for it 
s impoſſible that any thing ſhould be univerſally taſted 
and approved by a multitude, tho' they are only the 
nbble of a natien, which hath not in it ſome peculiar 
zptneſs to pleaſe and gratify the mind of man. Human 
nature is the ſame in all reaſonable creatures ; and what- 
erer falls in with it, will meet with admirers amongſt 
readers of all qualities and conditions. Moliere, we are 
told by Monfieur Boileau, uſed to read all his comedies 


toan old woman who was his houſe-keeper, as ſhe ſat 


with him at her work by the chimney- corner; and could 
foretel the ſucceſs of his play in the theatre, from the 
reception it met at his fire-ſide : for he tells us the audi- 
ence always followed the old woman, and never failed 
o laugh in the ſame place. 55 
I know nothing which more ſhews the eſſential and 
inherent perfection of ſimplicity of thought, above that 
which I call the gothic manner in writing, than this, 
that the fii ſt pleaſes all kinds of palates, and the latter 
only ſuch as have formed to themſelves a wrong artiſt. 
al taſte upen little fanciful authors and writers of epi- 
rams. Homer, Virgil, or Milton, ſo far as the lan- 
wage of their poems is underſtood, will pleaſe a reader 
ot plain common ſenſe, who would neither reliſh nor 
comprehend an epigram of Martial, or a poem of Cow- 
ler; fo, on the contrary, an ordinary ſong or ballad 


chat is the delight of the common people, cannot fail 


o pleaſe all ſuch readers as are not unqualified for 
ite entertainment by their affectation or ignorance ; and 
de reaſon is plain, becauſe the ſame paintings of na- 

1 | ture 
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ture which recommend it to the molt ordinary reader, 
will appear beautiful to the moſt refined. | 

The old fong of Chevy-Chaſe is the favourite ballad 
of the common people of England; and Ben Jonſon 
uſed to ſay he had rather have been the author of it 
than of all his works. Sir Philip Sidney, in his i. 
courſe of poetry, ſpeaks of it in the following words: 
* I never heard the old ſong of Piercy and Douglas, that 
I found rot my heart more moved than with a trumpet; 
and yet it is ſung by ſome blind croweer with no rougher 
voice than rude ſtile; which being fo evil apparelled 
* in the duſt and cobweb of that uncivil age, wht | 
would it work trimmed in the gorgeous eloquence of 
* Pindar?? For my own part I am fo profeſſed an ad- 
mirer of this antiquated ſong, that I ſnall give my reader 
a critique upon it, without any further apology lor ſo 
doing. | | „„ 

The greateſt modern critics have laid it down as a rule, 
that an heroic poem ſhould be founded upon ſome im- 
portant precept of morality, adapted to the conſtitution 
of the country in which the poet writes. Homer and 
Virgil have formed their plans in this view. As Greece 
was a collection of many governments, who ſuffered very 
much among themſelves, and gave the Perſian emperor, 
who was their common enemy, many advantages over 
them by their mutual jealouſies and animoſities, Homer, 
in order to eſtabliſh among them an union, which was 
ſo neceſſary tor their ſatety, grounds his poem upon 
the diſcords of the ſeveral Grecian princes who were en— 
gaged in a confederacy againſt an Afiatic prince, and the 
ſeveral advantages which the enemy gained by ſuch their 
diſcords. At the time the poem we are now treating ot 
was written, the diſlenſions of the barons, who were 
then ſo many petty princes, ran very high, whether they 
quarrelled among themſelves, or with their neighbours, 
and produced unſpeakble calamities to the country: the 
poet, to deter men from ſuch unnatural contention, 
deſcribes a bloody battle and dreadful ſcene of death, 
occaſioned by the mutual feuds which reigned in the fi- 
milies of an Engliſh and Scotch nobleman. That he 
deſigned this for the inſtruction of his poem, we way 
learn from his four laſt lines, in which, after the example 
of the modern tragedians, he draws from it a prone 


Aa 


the benefit of his readers. 
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God ſave the king, and bleſs the land 
In plenty, joy, and peace; 

And grant hencetorth that foul debate 

wirt noblemen may ceaſe.” 


The next point obſerved by the greateſt heroic poets, hath 
been to celebrate perſons and actions which do honour 
to their country: thus Virgil's hero was the founder of 
Rome; Homer's a prince of Greece; and for this reaſon 
Valerius Flaccus and Statius, who were both Romans, 
might be juſtly derided for having choſen the expedi- 
tion of the Golden F lcece, and the Wars of 88 for 
the ſubjects of their epic writings. 

Ihe poet before us has not only found out an hero in 
his own country, but raiſes the reputation of it by ſeve- 
ral beautiful incidents. The Engliſh are the firit who 
take the field, and the laſt who quit it. The Engliſh 
bring only fitteen hundred to the battle; the Scotch, "two 6 
tlootand. The Engliſh keep the field with fitty-three ; 
the Scotch retire with fifty. five: all the reſt on each ſide 
being flain in battle. But the moſt remarkable circum- 
ſtance of this kind, is the different manner in which the 
Scotch and Engliſh kings receive the news of chis fight, 
and of the great mens deaths who commanded in it. 


© This news was brought to Edinburgh, 
Where Scotland's king did reign, 
That brave earl Douglas ſuddenly 
* Was with an arrow flain. 


d 0 heavy news, king James did fay ; 
Scotland can witneſs be, | 

I have not any captain more 
Oft ſuch account as he. 


$ Like tidings to king Henry « came 
Mithin as ſhort a ſpace; 
That Piercy of Northumberland 

_ © Was flain in Chevy-Chaſe. 


Now God be with him, fad our king, 
Sith twill no better be, 

* T truſt T have within my realm 

+ Five hundred as good as he. 
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© Yet ſhall not Scot nor Scotland ſay 
© But I will vengeance take, 

* And be revenged on them all 
For brave lord Piercy's ſake, 


© 'This vow full well the king perform'd 
* Atter on Humble-down, | 

© In one day fifty knights were flain, 
* With lords of great renown. 


© And of the reſt of fmall account 
Did many thouſands die, &c.“ 


At the ſame time that our poet ſhews a laudable partia- 
lity to his countrymen, he repreſents the Scots after a 
manner not unbecoming fo bold and brave a people. 


Earl Douglas on a milk-white ſteed, 
< Moſt like a baron bold, ; | 
* Rode foremoſt of the company, 


© Whole armour ſhone like gold.“ 


His ſentiments and actions are every way ſuitable to an 
hero, One of us two, fays he, muſt die: I am an earl as 
well as yourſelf, ſo that you can have no pretence tor 
refuſing the combat: however, ſays he, tis pity, and in- 


deed would be a fin, that ſo many innocent men ſhould } 


eriſh for our ſakes; rather let you and I end our quarrel 
in ſingle fight, | 


« Ere thus J will out-braved be, 
One of us two ſhall die; | 
© I know thee well, an earl thou art, 

Lord Piercy, fo am I. 


But truſt me, Piercy, pity it were, 
And great offence, to kill 

Any of theſe our harmleſs men, 
For they have done no ill. 


| © Let thou and I the battle try, 
And ſet our men alide; 
Accurſt be he, Lord Piercy ſaid, 
By whom this is deny d. 
When theſe brave men had diſtinguiſhed themſelves in 
the battle and in ſingle combat with each other, in the 
midſt of a generous parley, full of heroic ſentiments, the 


Scotch 


No 70 


Wo. THE SPECTATOR, 285 


Sotch earl falls; and with his dying words encourages 
his men to revenge his death, repreſenting to them, as 
the molt bitter circumſtance of it, that his rival ſaw him 
Blk: : 1 9 5 

With that there came an arrow keen 

* Out of an Engliſh bow, 
Which ſtruck earl Douglas to the heart 
A deep and deadly blow. 1 85 


Who never ſpoke more words chan theſe, 
Fight on my merry men all, | 
For why, my life is at an end, 


Lord Piercy fees my fail.” 


Merry Men, in the language of thoſe times, is no more 
than a chearful word for companions and fellow-ſoldiers, 
Apaſſage in the eleventh book of VirgiPs Kneids is 
rery much to be admired, where Camilla in her laſt ago- 
nies, inſtead of weeping over the wound ſhe had re- 
ceived, as one might have expected from a warrior of 
her ſex, conſiders only, like the hero of whom we are 
| now ſpeaking, how the battle ſhould be continued after 
ber death, + | wy 


Tum fic expirans Accam ex equalibus unam 

15 Aloguitur; fda ante alias que jola Camille, 
Duicum partiri curas; atque hac ita fatur ; 
Ha#tenus, Acca ſoror, potui: nunc vulns accrbunt 
Conficit et tenebris migreſcunt omnia circum : 
Efuge, et hac Turno maidata novigima perſer; 
Succedat pugnæ, Trqjangſaue arccat urbes 
Jangque vale, | | 


EO 


. EN. xi. 820. 
A gathering miſt o'erclouds her chearful eyes; 

And from her cheeks the roſy colour flies, 

Then turns to her, whom, of her female train, 

dhe truſted moſt, and thus ſhe ſpeaks with pain, 
Acca, *tis paſt ! he ſwims before my ſight, 
Inexorable death; and claims his right. | 
Bear my laſt words to Turnus, fly with ſpeed, 


| And bid him timely to my charge ſucceed; 
s in Repel the Trojans, and the town relieve ; 
the Farewel, . 
the Du YDENeo 
ch 


Turnus 
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Turnus did not die in fo heroic a manner; tho! oh 
et ſeems to have had his * * Turnus's ſpeech in _— 


the laſt verſe, ' W 
Lord Pierey ſees my fall. : [ 
— Piciſit, & wittum tendere palmas 
Auſonii videre =— Ax. xii. 946, ; 
The Latian chiefs have ſeen me beg my life. f 

| DRYDREx. 
E 


FEarl Piercy's lamentation over his enemy is generom, 
beautiful, and paſiionate z I muſt only caution the reader | ies di 
not to let the ſimplicity of the ſtile, which one may well dere 
pardon in ſo old a poet, prejudice him e che great» me ea 


neſs of the thought. air 
hem 
Then learing life, earl Piercy took ps 
The dead man by the hand, 55 
And ſaid, earl Douglas, for thy life | There 
\, Would I had loſt my land. | oer 
0 Chriſt! my very heart doth bleed duch; 
With ſorrow for thy ſake; leſerv 
© For ſure a more renowned knight beauti 
« Miſchance did never take. 10 I 

105 


That beautiful line, Taking the dead man by the hand, « H 
will put the reader in mind of Eneas's behaviour to- 
wards Lauſus, whom he himſelf had flain as * came o We. 


the reſcue of his aged father. wal: 
Ae verd ut dum wvidit marit ulis, 25 ora, It 
Ora mod:s Anchifi ades pallentic iris; Tha 
Ingemuit, miſerans & aviler, dextraiit: {ue tetendit. (His 
EN. x. 622. Hut 

' He t 


The piovs prince beheld young Lauſus dead; 


He griex 'd, he wept; then alp d his hand and ſaid, &c. 37 
: DR yDEN The 


I ſhall take anather opportunity to conſider the otter I! Whe 
parts of this old ſong. : C 


| Tueſlan 


N* 71 THE SPECTATOR. 287 


5 


No 71 Tueſday, May 22. 


mamma 


— Scribere juſit amor. | 
Ov1D, Epiſt. iv. 10. 
Love bid me write, | 


. intire conqueſt of our paſſions is ſo difficult a 
work, that they who deſpair ot it ſhould think of a 


refining our paſſions to a greater elegance, than we receive 
them from nature. When the paſſion is love, this work 
b performed in innocent, tho' rude and uncultivated 
minds, by the mere force and dignity of the object. 
There are forms which naturally create reſpect in the be- 


duch an impreſſion as this gives an immediate ambition to 
beautifully deſcribed by Mr. Dryden in the fablꝭ of Cimon 


pd, tar f - 
nd, WI © He whiſtled as he went, for want of thought'— 


tural as wonderful. 


It happen'd on a ſummer's holiday 

That to the greenwood-ſhade he took his way; 

His e which he cou'd ne'er forſake, 

572: Hung half before, and half behind his back. 
He trudg'd along unknowing what he ſought, 

ge. And whiſtled as he went for want of thought. 

. WM. © By chance conducted, or by thirſt conſtrain'd, 

The deep receſſes of the grove he gain'd ; 


ner Where in a plain, defended by the wood, | | 


Cl Crept thro! the matted graſs a cryſtal flood, 
y which an alabaſter fountain flood; 


{gay 3 | | | c And 


fs difficult taſk, and only attempt to regulate them. But | 
there is a third thing which may contribute not only to 
the eaſe, but alſo to the pleaſure of our life; and that is 


holders, and at once inflame and chaſtiſe the imagination. 
teſerve, in order to pleaſe. This cauſe and effect are 


ad Iphigenia, After he has repreſented Cimon fo itu- 


te makes him fall into the following ſcene, and ſhews its 
ufluence upon him ſo excellently, that it appears as na- 


* 


And on the margin of the fount was laid, | 


To reſt by cool Eurotas they reſort: 
© The dame herſelf the goddeis well expreſs'd, 


© Fix'd on her face, nor could remove his fight, 


Long mute he ſtood, and, leaning on his ſtaff, 


upon the daughter of one as numerous, ſome miles of 


player ; 
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© (Attended by her ſlaves) a fleeping maid,  _ 
Like Dian, and her nymphs, when, tir'd with ſport, 


Not more diſtinguiſh'd by her purple veſt, 
© 'Than by the charming features of her face, 
And cv'n in flumber a ſuperior grace: 
Her comely limbs compos'd with decent care, 
Her body ſhaded with a flight cymarr ; 
© Her boſom to the view was only bare: 
* The tanning wind upon her boſom blows, 
© To meet the fanning wind the boſom roſe ; 
« 'The fanning wind and purling ſtreams continue her 
--: eee 3 

The fool of nature ſtood with ſtupid eyes 

And gapivg mouth, that teſtity'd ſurpriſe, 


* New as he was to love, and novice in delight: 


< His wonder witneſs'd with an idiot laugh ; | I 
* Then would have ſpoke, but by his glimm'ring ſenſe m 
© Firſt found his want of words, and fear'd offence: ye 
© Doubted for what he was he ſhould be known, 1 
© By his clown- accent, and his country tone. tw 
| | 0 gr 


But leſt this fine deſcription ſhould be excepted agaiuf, a 
as the creation of that great mafter, Mr. Dryden, and *© fs 
not an account of what has really ever happened in tie w. 
world; I ſhall give you, verbatim, the epiſtle of an eng- * ce 
moured footman in the country to his miſtreſs, Their * fo 
ſurnames ſhall not be inſerted, becauſe their paſſon ce * ac 
mands a greater reſpect than is due to their quality, 
James is ſervant in a great family, and Elizabeth waits} de 


of her lover. James before he beheld Betty, was vain of | tht 
his ſtrength, a rough wreſtler and quarrelſome cudge- i * ti 

2 * a public dancer at may-poles, a romp at n 
ſtool-ball: he always following idle women, ſhe playing ne 
among the peatants : he a country bully, ſhe a coun ve 
try coquette. But love has made her conſtantly in 


| her miſtreſs's chamber, where the young lady gratifies 
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ſeeret paſſion of her own, b making Betty talk of James; 
zad James is become a conſtant walter near his maſter's 
apartment, in reading, as well as he can, romances, I 
cinnot learn who Molly is, who it ſeems walked ten 
miles to carry the angry meſſage, which gave occaſion to 
what tollows: | | 


To ELIZABETH 
[4 My Dear Betty, & May 14, 1711. 
N your 1 lover, who lies bleed- 


ing at the wounds Cupid made with the arrows 

he borrowed at the eyes of Venus, which is your tweet 
* perſon. | gs Fe IG 

* Nay more, with the token you ſent me for my love 
© znd fervice offered to your {ſweet perſon; which was 
(your baſe reſpects to my ill conditions; when alas! 
{ theie is no ill conditions in me, but quite contrary; all 
love and purity, eſpecially to your ſweet perſon; but all 
this J take as a jeſt. | 1 | 

But the fad and diſmal news which Molly brought 
me {truck me to the heart, which was, it-ſoung, and Is, 
your ill conditions for my love and reſpccts to vou. 

For the told ine, if I came forty times to you, yon 
would not ſpeak with me, which words I ain fure is 2 
great grief to me. 15 | | 

Now, my dear, if I may not be permitted to your 
{ {weet company, and to have the happiness of Ipeaking 
* with your ſweet perion, I bez the favour of you to ac- 
* cept of this my ſecret mind and thoughts, which hath 
th long dad in my breaſt; the which if you do not 
* accept, I believe will go nigh to break my heart, 

For indeed, my dear, I love you above ail the beau- 
ties I ever ſaw in all my life. 5 _ 

© The young gentleman, and my maſter's dangliter, 
the Londoner that is come dowa to marry her, far in 
* the arbour molt part of laſt night, O! dear Bett 7 
* muſt the nightingales ling to thoſe who marry for mo- 
* ney, and not to us true lovers! Oh my dear Betty, that 
' we could meet this night where we uſed to do in he 
„wood! 5 | SS . * 

Now, my dear, if I may not have the bleſſing of 
* kiffing your ſweet li p3, I beg I may have the happincis 

Vol. J. OE ys. „ 


- . ee ER <2” HE, es gems 


© your never-tailing- lover. 


| 95 AN you then neglect him who has forgot all his n- 


tion that ever was made of her. All this kindneſs vou 
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« of kiſſing your fair hand, with a few lines from you 
dear telt, preſented by whoin you- pleale "or hn ge 


l believe, it time would permit me, I could write all dar. 
but the time being Mort, and paper little, no wore fro 


Poor James! ſince his time and paper were ſo ſhort: 
I, that have more than I can uſe well of both, will put the 
ſentiments of his kind letter, the ſtile of which ſeems tg 
be confuſed with ſcraps he had got in hearing and reading 
what he did not underſtand, into what he meant to expres, 


Dear Creature, 5 | 


A creations and enjoyments to pine away his life n 
thinking of you? When I do fo, you appear more amia- 
ble to me than Venus does in the moſt beautiful deſcrip- 


return with an accuſation, that I do not love you: but 
the contrary is ſo manifeſt, that I cannot think you in 


_ earneſt, Bat the certainty given me in your meſſage by con 
Molly, that vou do not love me, is what robs me of all litie 
comfort. She ſays you will not ſee me: if you can hare * 
ſo much cruelty, at leaſt write to me, that I may kits the rela 
impreſſion made by your fair hand. I love you above all idle 
things, and, in my condition, what you look upon with mo! 
indificrence is to me the moſt exquiſite pleaſure or pain, WI cha 
Our young lady, and a fine gentleman from London, who 80 
are to marry for mercenary ends, walk about our gardens, nat 
and hear the voice of evening nightingales, as if for whi 


faſhion ſake they courted thoſe ſolitudes, becauſe they 


have heard lovers do fo, Oh Betty! could I hear thoſe T 


rivulets murmur, and birds fing while you ſtood near me, 


how little ſenſible ſhould I be that we are both ſervants, ang 
that there is any thing on earth above us. Oh ! 1 could and 
write to you as long as I love you, till death itſelf, prel 

| AE 8 e Cs | Fans in 

| oo e the 

N. B. By the words IIl-Conditions, James means in su 
woman Coquetry, in a man Inconſtancy. f ” { 


' Wednoſup, to tl 


erz THE, SPECTATOR 291 


Ul 


1 
N VS: 


s * —_ N 
4 4 — add. * Sad dh th 5 
_— * enn Warn * 4 as 


LES 
— — 


Wedneſday, May 23. 
i am Genus immortale mantt, mrltoſque per annos 
Stat Fortuna donits, & avi numerantur avorums 


The fortune of the family remains, 
And grandſires grandſons the long liſt contains. 
| Foe | DRYDEN. 


Th' immortal line in ſure ſucceſſion reigns, © + ., | } 


AVING already given my reader an account of 
ſeveral extraordinary clubs both ancient avd mo- 


dern, I did not defign to have troubled him with any 


more narratives of this nature; but I have lately received 
information of a club which I can call neither ancient nor 
modern, that I dare ſay will be no leſs ſurpriſing to my 
reader than it was to myſelt; for which reaſon I ſhall 
communicate it to the public as ons of the greateſt curio- 
lies in its kind. | FE | Te 
A triend of mine complaining of a tradeſman who is 
related to him, after having repreſented him as a very 
idle worthleſs fellow, who neglected his family, and ſpent 
molt ot his time over a bottle, told me, to conclude his 
character, that he was a member of the Everlaſting Club. 
So very odd a title raiſed my curiofity to inquire into the 
nature of a club that had ſuch a ſounding name; upon 
which my friend gave me the following account. 


T H E Everlaſting Club conſiſts of an hundred mem- 
bers, who divide the whole twenty-four hours 
among them in ſuch a manner, that the club fits day 
and night from one end of the year to another; no party 
preſuming to riſe till they are relieved by thoſe who are 
in courſe to ſucceed them. By this means a member of 

the Everlaſting Club never wants company; for tho? he 
is not upon duty himſelt, he is ſure to find ſome who 
are; fo that if he be diſpoſed to take a whet, a nooning, 
an evening's draught, or a bottle after nuduight, he goes 
to the club, and finds a boot of triends to his mind. 

OS i wy 


It 
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It is a maxim in this club, that the ſteward never dies: 
for as they facceed one atother by way of rotation, 10 
wan is to quit the great elbow-chair which ſtands at the 
upper end of the table, till his ſucceffor'is in a readineſ; 
to fill it; inſomuch that there has not been a Sede wacay 
in the memory of man. | | 


This club was inſtituted towards the end, or, as ſome 
of them ſay, about the middle, of the civil wars, and con- 


tinued without interruption till the time of the Great! 


Fire, which burnt them out, and diſperſed them for ſe- 
veral weeks. The ſteward at that time maintained his 
poſt till he had like to have been blown up with a neigh. 
bouring houſe, which was demoliſhed in order to itop ile 
fire; and would not leave the chair at laſt, till he had 
empried all the bottles upon the table, and received fe- 


_ peated directions from the club to withdraw himſelf, 


This ſteward is frequently talked of in the club, and 


looked upon by every member of it as a greater man the: 
the famous captain mentioned in my lord Clarendon, who 


was burnt in his ſhip becauſe he would not quit it with- 
out orders. It is ſaid that towards the cloſe of 1700, 
being the great year of jubilee, the club had it under | 


_confideration whether they ſhould break up or continue 


their ſeſſion; but after many ſpeeches and debates, it was 

at length agreed to fit out the other century. This reſo- 

lution paſſed in a general club aemine contradicente, 
Having given this ſhort ãccount of the inſtitution and 


_ continuation of the Everlaſting Club, I ſhould here en- 
dieaxour to ſay ſomething of the manners and characters 


of its ſeveral members, which 1 ſhall do according to the 
beſt lights I have received in this matter. 

It appears by their books in general, that, ſince their 
firſt inſtitution, they have ſm:ked fifty tun ot tobacco, 
drank thirty thouſand butts of ale, one thouſand hogſheads 
of red port, two hundred barrels of brandy, and a ki 
derkin of ſmall-beer. There had been likewiſe a great 
conſumption of cards. It is alfo faid, that they oblerre 
the law in Ben Jonfon's club, which orders the fire to be 
a ways kept in, feczs pereumis go, as well tor the conte, 


nience of lighting their pipes, as to cure the dampne's of 


the club-room, They have an old woman in the nature 
of a veſtal, whoſe bufineſs it is to cheriſh and perpetuate 
the fire which burns from generation to generation, . 

| 5 9 has 


ww 


has ſeen ihe glaſs-houſe fires in and out above. an bun. 
dred times. 

The Ererlaſting Club treats all other clubs with an eze 
of. contempt, and talks even of the Kit-Cat and October 
1s of a couple of upſtarts. Their ordinary diſcourſe, as 
much as I have been able to leacn of it, turns altogether 
won ſuch adventures as hare pailed in their own ailem- 
bly; of members who have taken the glass f in their turns 
for a week, together, without ſtirring out of the club; of 
others who have not mifled their yroraing's draught for 

wenty years together : ſome! mes hey ſpeak in raptures 


of a run of ale12, king Charles's reign ; and ſometimes 


reflect With alloniſhryeat, upon games at whiſt, which 


hare been miraculouſly recovered by members of the ſo- 


ciety, when in all human Probability the caſe was der 
mie. 

They delight in ſeveral old catches, which they ſing © at 
all hours, to encourage one another to moiſten their clay, 


and grow unmortal by drinking; with. many ocher edi- 


hug ; exhortations of the like nature. | 

There are tour general clubs heſd in a ycar, at, which 
times they fill up vacancies, appoint Wa ers, COL firm thc 
od fire-maker, or-clect a new. one, ſetile c nuioutions ter 
coals, pipes, tobacco, and other neceſſaries. 

The ſenior member has out- lived the whole club tw ice 
orer, and has been drunk with the grandlathers of ſon e 
ot the i peoſent ing members, : | 5 C 


* — | W 
r PI SIO IL, — r * 4 th 1 WS 3 1 1 : 
9 — — 


N73 Thurſday, May 24. 


— 0 Dea certꝰ >/ Es Vine. Fin, 1. 332. 
0 Goddeſs ! for no leſs you ſeem, 


[7 is very range to ; conſider, that a creature like man, 


who is ſenſible. of ſo many weak neſſes and imperfec- 
ns, ſhould be actuated by a love of fame: that vice 
ud ignorance, imperfection and miſery, ſhould contend 


lor praiſe, and endeavour as much as poſſible to make 


venſelves objects of admiration. 
8 8 But 
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But notwithſtanding mins effential perfection is but! 


very little, his comparative perfection may be very coy. 
fiderable. If he looks upon himſelf in an abſtract 
light, he has not much to boaſt of; but if he conſiders 
himſelf with regard to others, he may find occafion of 
glorying, if not in his own virtues, at leaſt in the abſence 
of another*s imperfections. This gives a different turn 
to the reflexions of the wife man and the fool. The firi 
_ endeavours to ſhine in himſelf, and the laſt to outſhine 
others. The firſt is humbled by the ſenſe of his own 
infirmities, the laſt is lifted up by the diſcovery of thoſe 
which he obſerves in other men. The wife man confi. 
ders what he wants, and the fool what he abounds in. 
The wiſe man is happy when he gains his own approba- 
tion, and the fool when he recommends himfelt to the 
_ applauſe of thofe about him. | | 
But however upreaſonable and abſurd this paſſion for 
admiration may appear in ſuch a creature as man, it is 
not wholly to be diſcouraged; ſince it often produces 
very good effects, not only as it reſtrains him from doing 
any thing which is mean and contemptible, but as it 
puſhes him to actions which are great and glorious, The 
principle may be cetective or faulty ; but the conſequences 
it produces are ſo good, that, for the benefit of mankind, 
it ought not to be extinguiſhed, — | 
It is obſerved by Cicero, that men of the greateſt and 
the moſt ſhining parts are the moſt actuated by ambition; 
and if we look into the two ſexes, I believe we ſhall find 
this principle of action ſtronger in women than in men. 
The pation tor praife, which is fo very vehement in 
the fair ſex, produces excellent effects in women ot fenks, 
who deſire to be admired for that only which deſerves ac- 
miration: and I think we may obſerve, without a com- 
pliment to them, that many of them do not only live un: 
more uniform courle of virtue, but with an infintey 
greater regard to their honour, than what we find in the 
generality of our own ſex. How many inſtances hate 
we ot chaſlity, fidelity, devotion ? How many ladies cittin 
guiſh themſelves by the education of their children, cars 
ot their families, and love of their huſbands, which ard 
the great qualities and atchievements of woman-kind: 1 
the making of war, the carrying on of traffic, the ac 
niſtration of juſtice, are thoſe by which men gioꝶ tuned, 
and get themſelves a name? | Bie 
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But as this. paſſion for admiration, when it works ne- 
cording, to reaſon, improves the beauitil part of our 
ſpecies in every thing that is Jaudable ; fo nothing is möte 
deſtructire to them When it is governed by vanity anch 
folly, What I have therefore here io ſay, only te- 
zuds the vain part of the ſex, whom for certain reaſi ns, 
which the reader will hereatter fce at large, I ſkull di- 
tingumſh by the name of Idols, An Idol is wholly taken 
up in the adorning of her perſon. You fee in every 

ture of her body, air of her face, and motion of her 
head, {at it is her buſineſs and employment to gain adorers. 
For td reaſon your Idols appear in all public places and 
alemblies, in order to ſeduce men to their wortkip. The 
play-houſe is very frequently filled with Idols; {everal 
of them are carried in proceſſion every evening about 
the Ring, and ſeveral of them tet up their worſhip even 
in churches. They are to be accoſted in the language 
poper to the Deity. Lite and death are in their power : 
joys of heaven and pains of hell are at their dijpo!al : 
paradiſe is in their arms; and eternity in every moment 
that you are preſent with them. Raptures, iran{ports, and 
ceſtaſies, are the rewards which they con'er : ſighs and 
tears, prayers and broken kearts, are the offciings which 
are paid to them, Their {miles make men happy; their 
trowns drive them to deſpair. TI thall only add under this 
head, that Ovid's book of the Art of Love 1s a kind of 
heathen ritual, which contains all the forms of worſhip 
which are made uſe of to an Idol. „ 

It would be as difficult a taſk to reckon up theſe dif- 
ferent kinds of Idols, as Milton's was to number thoſe 
that: were known in Canaan, and the lands adj) Mg 
Moſt of them are warthiped, like Moloch, in tre and 
flames, Some ot thein, like Baal, love to fee their vo- 
tu ies cut and flaſhed. and, ſhedding their blood tor them 
like the Idol in the Apocrypha, mutt hare treats an colla- 
tons prepared for them every night. It has indeed been 
known, that ſome of them have been uſed by their 1 n- 
cenſed zrorſhipers like the Chineſe Idols, who are Mhip- 
ped and ſcourged when they retule to comply with the 
prayers that are offcred. to them. OE. 
4 wuit here obſerve, that thoſe idolaters, who devote 
themſelves to the Idols I ain here ipeakin g of, differ ww y 
much from all other kinds or idoluters. For as others 


oY BY. 3 


296 THE SPECTATOR, Nez 


fall out becauſe they worſhip different Idols, theſe icy. 
laters quarrel becaute they worſhip the fame, 

The intention therefore of the Idol 1s quite contrary 
to the wiſhes of the idolater : as the one deſites to conflie 
the idol to himſelf, the whole bulineſs and ambition of 
the other is to multiply adorers. This humour of an 
1:6] is pretiily deſcribed in a tale of Chaucer : he repre. 
ſent; one of them fitting at a table with three of her 
votaries about her, who are all of them counting her 
fivour, and paying their adorations: ſhe 1miled upon 
one, drank to another, and trod upon the other's foot 
which was under the table. Now which ot thoſe three, 
ſays the old bard, do you think was the favourite? In 
troth, fays he, not one of all the three. 

The behaviour of this old Idol in Chaucer, puts me 
in mind of the beautiful Clarinda, one of the greateſt 
Idols among the moderns. She is worſhiped once a 
week by candlelight, in the midſt of a large congregation, 
gencrally called an aſſembly. Some of the gayeſt youtis 
in the nation endeavour to plant themſelves in her eye, 
while ſhe fits in form with multitudes of tapers burning 
about her, To encourage the zeal of idolaters, ſue be- 
ſtaws a mark of her favour upon every one of them, be- 
lene they go out of her pietence, She aſks a queition 
(t one, tells a tory to another, glances an ovle upon a 
third, takes a pinch of ſnuff from the fourth, lets her hn 
drop by accident to give the fifth an occaſion of taking it 
vp. In ſhort, every one goes away fatisfed with his fuc- 
ces, and encouraged to fenew his devotions on the ſame 
canonical hour that day ſevennight, ne 2 

An Idol may be undeified by many accidental cauſes, 
Auriage in particular is a kind of Counter-Apothecfis, 
or a deilication inverted, When a man becomes familiar 
with his goddeſs, ſhe quickly finks into a woman. 

Old ave is likewiſe a great decayer of your Idol. The 
truth of it is, there is not a more unhappy being than a 
| ſuperannuated Idol, eſpecially when ſhe has contracted 
ſuch airs and behaviour as are only graceful when her 
--yyorſhipers.are-about er. 
Conſidering therefore that in theſe and many other caſe: 
the Woman generally outlives the Idol; I muſt returt 
to the moral of this paper, and deſire my fair reader 
10 give a proper direction to their paſſion by wy_ 
| | | | * | Admued,; 
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aamircd; in order to which, they muſt endeavour ro 


wake themſelyes the objects of a reaſonable and laſting 
admiration. This is not to be hoped-tor from beauty, 


which are not to be defaced by time or fickneſs, and 


* 1 


quainted with them. 
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N* 74. Friday, May 25. 


— Pondent opera interrupta = 
The works unfiniſh'd and neglected lie. 
ſtances of thoſe beautiful ſtrokes which. pleaſe the 


reader in the old ſong of Chevy-Chaſe : I ſhall here, 
according to my promiſe, be more particular, and ſhew 


. ve admire in the greateſt of the ancient posts: for which 
" reafon I ſhall quote ſeveral paſſazes of it, in which the 

a thought is altogether the ſame with what we meet in ſe- 
1 reel paſlages of the Maneid ; not that I would inter from 
it thence, that the poet, whoever he was, propofed to him- 
05 elt any im itation of thoſe: paſſages, but that he was 
re aretted to them in general by the ſame kind of poetical 
77 genius, and by.the. ſame copyinys after nature Fg: 
5, Had this old ſong been filled with epigrammatical 
ie, turns. and points of wit, it might perhaps have pleaſcd 
ar the wrong taſte of ſome readers; but it would rever have 
| become the delight of the common people, nor have 
he warmed the heart of Sir Philip Sidney like the ſound of 
13 i trumpet; it is only nature thut can have this effect, and 
ted pleate thoſe taſtes which are the moſt unprejudiced or the 
her molt refined, 1 muſt however beg leave to dificat from 


tbe judgment which he bas. paſſed as to the rude itile 
ad evil apparel of this antiguared long ; for there we 


language is majeſtic, and the numbers ſonorous; 


„ at 


or dreſs, or faſhion, but from thoſe inward ornaments 


which appear moſt amiable to thoſe who are moſt. 7 N 


VIũC. En. iv. 88, 


* my laſt Monday's paper I .gave ſome general in- 


that the ſentiments in that ballad are extremely natural 
and poetical, and full of the majeſtic ſimplicity which 


b great an authority as that of Sir Philip Siduny, in 


ſeve al parts in it wheoe not only the thought but 
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at leaſt, the apparel is much more gorgeous than wany 


of the poets made ufe of in Queen Elizabeth's time, as the | 


reader will ſee in ſeveral of the following quotations. 


Wat can be greater than either the thought or the 
expreſſion in that ſtanza, 


© To drive the deer with Kot and; hom 
« Karl Piercy took his way; | 

Ihe child may rue that was unborn 
The hunting of that day!“ 


This way of conſidering the misfortunes which this battle | 


would bring upon poſterity, not only on thoſe who were 
born immediatly after the battle, and loft their fathers in 

it, but on thoſe alſo who periſhed in future battles which 
took their riſe from this quirrel of the two earls, is 
wonderfully beautiful, and conformable to the way of 
thinking "among the ancient poets, 


Audiet pugnas, witio parenium 
Nara juventus, Hos. Od. I. 11, 23, 


Poſterity, thinn'd by their fathers eimes, 
Shall read, with grief, the ſtory of their times. 


| What can be more ſounding and poetical, or reſemble ! 


more the majeſtic ſimplicity of the ancients, than the 
following ſtanzas ? 


© The ſtout earl of Nonkumberlend 
A ͤvow to God did make, 
His pleafure in the Scotiſh woods 
* Three ſummers days to take. 
© With fifteen hundred bowmen bold, 
All choſen men of might, 
Wbo knew full well, in time of need, 
To aim their ſhaits aright. 
* The hounds ran fwittly through the woods, 
The nimble deer to take, 
And wich their cries the bills and dales 
An echo ſhrill did make.“ 
— Peat ingentt clamore Citheron 
Tar, Tet, que Canes, domitrix que 1 «pidaur 715 Cquorum « . 
Et a afſexſu BcmMar 11 gt minata Teniugit 
Geons. 111. 43s 
58; Citt a rn 003 cath me to my Way; 


B: he nounds, Tay getus, open, and pinſue the pe. ; 
I 118 
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« High Epidaurus urges ON my ſpeed, 


b 6 Fam'd tor his hills, and for his hor ſes breed: 
« From hills and dales the chearſul cries rebound ; 
he | Fot echo hunts along, and propagates the found.” 


DRYDEN, 
910, vonder doth carl Douglas come, 
IS His men in armonr bright; 8 
Full twenty hundred Scotiſh ſpears, 
All marching in our fight, 


| All men of pleaſant Tividale, 
* | Paſt by the river Tweed, &c. 


The country of the Scotch warriors, deſcribed in theſe 
two laſt-verſes, has a fine romantic ſituation, and affods 


. a couple of ſinvoth words for verſe, If the reader com- 
05 pare? the foreging ix lines of the {: ng with the 10 low. 


ing Latin verſes, he will ſee how much they are wiitten 
in the ſpirit of Virgil. | 
Auvcrſi campo appar ent,  haſtaſqre reductis 
23. Protenduut longè diatris; & jpicula vibrant — 
Quique altuin Prin ie Dirt, Quique arva Gabinæ 
Funonts, gelidumpue Anienem, & roſcida rivis 
bie Hernica jaxa colunt : qui roſea rura Heini, 
. Tetrice horrentes rupes, montemyue Sven, 
Cajper 7amgquo coluat, Porulaſgre & {{umen Hine lice ; 
Qui Tiberim Fabari i Bibunt— | 
AEN. xi. 005—7. 682. 712, 
Advancing in a line, they couch their {pears — 
« — Pranelte ſends a choſen band, 
-* With thote who plow Satuthia's Gabine land: 
_* Befides the ſuccours which cold Anien yields: 
* The rocks of Hernicus — beides a band, 
That follow'd from Velinum's dewy land == 
And mountaincers that from Severus came: 
Aud trom the craggy cliffs of Tetiica; 
And thoſe where vellew Tiber takes his way, 
And where Himella's wanton waters play : 
Cafperia ſends her arms, with thole that he | 
By Fade and fruit ral Foruli.” Dry bk Ne 
But 0 proccetl. 5 | 
| | 8 Earl Douglas on a milk White ſiced, 
43. es + Moſt like a baron bold, | 
| 2 Rove toremoſt ot the company, 
FT: FOI! ER V vic alnour ſhone ke 200. 35 | 
N N 6 Taruus 


« 


0 
4 
4 
c 
0 


WP 


380 THE SPECTATOR. Ne 


Turnns ut antevolans tardum præceſſerat agmen, &c, 
Vidiſti, quo Turnus equo, quibus ibat in armis 
aureus A | 


Our Engliſh archers bent their bows, 
Their hearts were good and true; 
At the firſt flight of arrows ſent, 
Full threeſcore Scots they flew. 


They clos'd full faſt on ev'ry fide, 
No flackneſs there was found; 
And many a gallant gentleman 
Lay gaſping on the ground. | 
Wich that there came an arrow keen 
Out of an Engliſh bow, ; 
Which ſtruck earl Douglas to the heart 
A deep and deadly blow. 


Eneas was wounded after the ſame manner by an un- 
known hand in the midſt of a parley. 
Jlas inter woces, media inter talia verba, 
Leee viro firidens alis allapſa ſagitta ęſt, 
Iuccrtum qua pulſa manu un. 
EN. xii. 318. 


Thus while he ſpake, unmindful of defence, 
A winged arrow ſtruck the pious prince: 

* But whether from an human hand it came, 
Or hoſtile God, is left unknown by fame.” 


But of all the deſcriptive parts of this ſong, there are 
none more beautiful than the four following ſtanzas, which 
have a great force and ſpirit in them, and are filled with 
very nature! ci;cumſtances. The thought in the third 
Lanza was never touched by any other poet, and is fuck 
an one as would have ſhined in Homer or Virgil. 
80 thus did both thoſe nobles die, 
Whoſe courage none could ſtain: 
© An Engliſh ercher then perceiv'd 
The noble earl was ſlain. 

4 He had a bow bent in his hand, 
Made of a truſty tree, 

* An arrow of a cloth-yard long 
* Unto the bead drew he. 
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« Againſt Sir Hugh Montgomery 
« So right his ſhaft he ſet, 

© The gray-gooſe mg ns was thereon 
In his heart-blocd was wet. 


This fight did laſt from break of day 
* Till ſetting of the ſun; N 

* For when they rung the ev'ning-bell 
The battle ſcarce was done. 


One may obſerve likewiſe, that in the-catalogue of the 
ſain the author has followed the example of the greateſt 
ancient poet, not only in giving a Jong liſt of the dead, 
but by diverfifying it with little characters of particular 
perſons. ; ET: | | | 
And with earl Douglas there was ſlain 
Sir Hugh Montgomery, | 3 
Sir Charles Carrel, that from the field 
One foot would never fly: | 
Sir Charles Murrel of Ratclitf too, 
© His ſiſter's fon was he; | 
Sir David Lamb, ſo well eſteem'd, 
Fet ſaved could not be. | 
The familiar ſound in theſe names deſtroys the majeſty . 
of the deſcription; for this reaſon I do not mention this 
part of the poem but to ſhew the natural caſt of thought 
which appears in it, as the two laſt verſes look almoſt like 
a tranſlation of Virgil 
— Cadit & Ripheus, juſtiſſimus unus 
Oni fuit in Teucris, & ſervantiſſimus qui. 
Dis aliter Viſum e— nes EN. ii. 426. 
Then Ripheus fell in the unequal fight, 
* Juit of his word, obſervant of the right: | 
© Heav'n thought not ſo _ DvpEx. 


la the catalogue of the Engliſh who fell, Witherington's 
behaviour is in the ſame manner particularized very art- 
folly, as the reader is prepared for it by that account 
zhich is given of him in the beginning of the battle; 
ho" J am fatisfied your little buffoon readers, who bave 
ken that paſſage ridiculed in Hudibras, will not be able 
„ take the beauty of it: for which reaſon I dare not ſo 
Much as quote it. 5 8 Tj 3 e EE 
5 d The 
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© Then ſtept a gallant ſquire forth, 


* Witherington was his name, 
© Who ſaid, I would not have it told 
* To Heary our king for ſhame, 


© That Cer my captain fought on foot 
And I ſtood looking on. 


We meet with the ſame heroic ſentiments in Virgil; 


Non pudet, O Rutuli, cunctis pro talibus unam 
Objeftare animam ? numerone an viribus equi 


Non fumus ? AN. xii. 229. 


For fhame, Rutilians, can you bear the ahn 

Oft one expos'd for all, in ſingle fight ? 

Can we, betore the face of heav'n, confeſs | 
Our courage colder, or our numbers leſs?” DRVDEx. 


What can be more natural or more mov ing, than the cir- 
cumitances in which he deſcribes the den our of thoſe 
women who had loſt their huſbands on this fatal day? 


Next day did many widows come 
Their huſbands to bewail; 
They waſhl'd their wounds in briniſh tears, 
+ But all would not prevail. 


s Tbeir bodies bath'd in purple blood, 
They bore with them away; 
5 They kife'd them dead a thouſand times, 
* When they were clad in clay.” 


Thus we ſee how the thoughts of this poem, which nu. 
turally ariſe from the ſubject, are always fimple, and 
8 netimes exquiſitely noble; that the language is often 
ery ſounding; and that the whole is written with a true 

| poedical ſpirit. 
It this long had been written in the Gothick manner, 
which 1s the delight of all our little wits, Whether writers 
or readers, it would not have hit the taſte of fo many 
ages, and have plenſed the readers of all ranks and con- 
ditions. I ſhall only beg pardon for ſuch a protuſion ot 
Latin quotations; which I ſhould not have made uſe of 
but that I feared my own judgment would have looked 
too fingular on ſuch a ſubject, had not I ſappor teil! it by 
the practice and Uthofrry « of t Virgil, 0 


Saurday, 
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who could pretend to judge fo arrogantly of gallantry. 


| charming a creature as Dorimant now living, ſhe began 


paſſage I admire moſt, where he begins to teize Loveit, 
and mimick Sir Fopling: Oh the pretty ſatire, in his re- 
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Omnis Ari Rippum Ps wit cole; 2 . & rei. 
| Hor, Ep. I. xvii. 23. 

All fortune fitted Ariſtippus well. 
CaEEch. 
IT was with forme mortification that I ſuffered the rail- 
. lery of a fine lady of my acquaintance, for calling, 
in one of my papers, Dorimant a clown. She was to 
unmerciful as to take advantage of my invincible taci- 
turnity, and on that occaſion, with great freedom to 
conſider the air, the height, the face, the geſture of him 


She is full of motion, janty, and lively in her imperti- 
nence, and one of thoſe that commonly paſs, among the 
ignorant, for perſons Who have a great deal of humour. 
She had the play ot Sir Fopling in her hand, and af- 
ter ſhe had ſaid it was happy for her there was not ſo 


with a theatrical air and tone of voice to read, by way 
of triumph over me, ſome of his ſpeeches. „fis ſne, 
that lovely air, that eaſy ſhape, thoſe wanton eyes, 
© and all thoſe melting charms about her mouth, which. 
| * Medley ſpoke of; III follow the lottery, and put in for a 
prize with my friend Bellair. , 
In love the victors from the vanquiſh'd fly; 1 
They fly that wound, and they purſue that die,” 
Then turnipg over the eaves, ſhe reads ney; and 
ſpeaks, _ 
And you 2nd Loveit to ker colt mall find 
1 tathom all the depths of womankind.' | 
Oh the fine gentleman ! But here, continues ſhe, is the 


ſolving to be a coxcomb to pleaſe, ſince noiſe and non- 
ſenſe have ſuch powerful charms, 


I that I may ſucceſ:sful prove, 
© Transform myſelf to what you love. 
Then how like a man of the town, fo wild and gay 1s that! 
* The wile will find a diff rence in our tate, 
* You wed a Woman, I a good ellate. I: 
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It would have been a very wüld endeavour for a man 
of my temper to offer any oppoſition. to iv. nimble a 


ſpeaker as my fair enemy is; but her diſcourſe gave me 


very many reffexions, when I had left her company. A- 
mong others, I could not but conſider, with ſome atten- 
tion, the falſe impreſſions |the,, generality, the fair. ſex 
more eſpecially, have of what ſhould. be intended. when 
they ſay a Fine Gentleman; and could. not þcup revolv- 
ing that ſubject in my thoughts, and ſettling, us it were, 
an idea of that character in my on imagination. 
No man ovght to have the eſteem of the reſt of the 


world, for any actions which are diſagreeable to thoſe 


maxims which prevail, as the ſtandards of behaviour, 
in the country wherein he lives. What is oppoſite to 
the eternal rules of reaſon and good ſenſe, muſt be ex- 
cluded from any place in the carriage of a well-bred man. 


I did not, I contets, explain myſelf enough on this ſubject, 
when I called Dorimant a clown, and made it an inſtance 


of it, that he called Orange Wench, Double Tripe : [ 
ſhould have ſhewed, that humanity obliges a gentleman 


to give no part of humankind reproach, for what they, 
whom they reproach, may poſſibly have in common with 


the moſt virtuous and worthy among us. When a gen- 


tleman ſpeaks -coarity, he has dreſſed himſelf clean to no 


purpole : the clothing of our minds certainly ought to 
be regarded before that of our bodies. To betray in a 
man's talk a corrupted imagination, is a much greater of- 
ſence againſt the couvertarion of a gentleman, than any 
negligence of dreſs imaginable, But this ſenſe of the 
matter is ſo far from being received among people even of 


condition, that V ociter paſſes for a fine gentleman, He is 


loud, baughty, genile, ſoft, lewd, and obſequious by turns, 
Juſt as a little underſtanding and great in pudence prompt 


him at the pretent moment. He paſſes among the lilly 


part of our women for a man of wit, becauſe he is gene- 
rally in doubt. He contradicts with a ſhrug, and confutes 
with a certain ſufficiency, in profeſſing ſuch and ſuch a 
thing is above his capacity. What makes his character the 


pleaſanter is, that he is a proteſted deluder of women; 


and becauſe the empty coxcomb has no regard to any 
thing that is oi itſelf ſacred and inviolable, I have heard 
an unmarried lady of fortune fay, it 1s pity fo fine a gen- 
tleman as Vociteris ſo great an atheiſt, The 1 74 
4 | | UC 
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ſuch inconfiderable cr eatures, that infeſt all places of 
aſſembling, every reader will have in his eye from his 
own obſervation ; but would it not be worth conſidering 
what ſort of figure a man who formed himſelf upon thoſe 
principles among us, which are agreeable to the dictates 
of honour and religion, would make in the familiar and 
ordinary occurrences of life? 

I hardly have obſerved any one fill his ſeveral duties of 
life better than Ignotus. All the under parts of his be- 
haviour, and ſuch as are expeſcd to common obſervation, 
have their riſe in him from great and noble motives. A 
firm and unſhaken expectation of another life, makes him 
become this. Humanity and good-nature, tortified by 
the ſenſe of virtue, has the ſame effect upon him, as the 
neglect of all goodneſs has. upon many others. Being 
ficmly eſtabliſhed in all matters of importance, that cer- 
tain inattention which makes mens actions look eaſy ap- 
pears in him with greater beauty: by a thoreugh con- 
tempt of little excellences, he is periectly maſter of 
them, This temper of mind leaves him under no ne- 
ceflity of ſtudying his air, and he has this peculiar dif- 
tinction, that his negligence is unaffected, 

He that can work h. *mſelf into a pleaſure in conſider- 
ing this being as an uncertain one, and think to reap an 
advantage | by its diſcentinusnce, is in a fair way of doing 
all things with a gracetul unconcern, and gentleman- like 
eaſe. Such a one does not behold his lite as a ſhort, 
tranſient, perplexing ſtate, made up of trifling pleaſures, 
and great anxieties; but ſees it in quite another light; 
his griets are momentary, and his joys immortal. Re- 
flexion upon death is not a gloomy and ſad thought of 
reſigning every thing that he delights in, but it is a ſhort 
night followed by an endleſs day. What I would here 
contend for is, that the more virtuous the man is, the 
nearer he will naturally be to the character of genteel and 
agreeable. A man whoſe fortune is plentiful, ſnews au 
eaſe in his countenance, and confidence in his behaviour, 
which he that is under wants and difficulties cannot af- 
ſume. Ir is thus with the ſtate of the mind ; he that 
governs his thoughts with the everlaſting rules of reaſon 
and fenſe, muſt have ſomething ſo inexpreſlibly graceful. 
in his words and actions, that every circumitance muſt 
vecome him, "The change of perſons or things "= 4 

im 
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him do not at all alter his fituation, but he looks: diſin. 
tereſted in the occurrences with which others are diſtracted, 
becauſe the greateſt purpoſe of his life is to maintain an 
indifference both to it and all its enjoy ments. In à word, 
to be a fine gentleman is to be a generous and a brave 
man. What can make a man ſo much in conſtant good- 
humour, and ſhine, as we call it, than to be ſupported by 
what can never fail him, and to believe that whaterer 
happens to him was the beſt thing that could poſſibly 
befal him, or elfe he on whom it depends would not hate 
permitted it to have befallen him at all? © -- R 
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Ut tu fortunam, fic nos te, Celſe, feremun. 

lo Bo 1 et bo Hos, Ep. I. viii. 17. 
As you your fortune bear, we will bear you. 

f | ; CREEc. 
HERE is nothing ſo common, as to find a man 
whom in the general obſervation of his carriage you 

take to be of an uniform temper, ſubject to ſuch unac- 
countable ſtarts of humour and paſſion, that he is as much 
unlike himſelt, and diflers as much from the man you at 
firſt thought him, as any two diſtin perſons can diter 
from each other. This proceeds from the want of form- 
ing ſome law of life to ourſelves, or fixing ſome notion of 
things in general, which may affect us in ſuch manner as 
to create proper habits both in our minds and bodies. 
The negligence of this leaves us expoſed not only to an 
uncommon levity in our ufual converſation, but alſo to the 
ſame inſtability in our friendſhips, intereſts, and alliances, 
A man who is but a mere ſpectator of what paſſes around 
him, and not engaged in commerces of any conſideration, 
is but an ill judge of the ſecret motions .of the heart of 
man, and by what degrees it is actuated to make ſuch vili- 
ble alterations in the ſame perſon: but at the ſame time, 
when a man is no way concerned in the effect of ſuch in- 
confiſtencies in the behaviour of men of the worki, the 
ſpeculation mult be in the utmoſt degree both diverting and 
inſtructive; yet to enjoy ſuch obſervations in the Wine 
= relifl 


6-6 a 6 ow sa@-S oa. a..o4.:.5 


W (3) 


Na THE SPECTATOR. 307 


reliſh, he ought to be placed in a poſt of direction, and 
have the dealing of their fortunes to them. I have there- 
fore heen wondertully diverted with ſome pieces of ſecret 
hiſtory, which an antiquary, my very good friend, lent me 
as a Qutiofity.. They are memoirs ot the private life of 
Pharamond of France. | ©. Pharamond,” ſays my author, 
Was a prince of infinite hnmanity and generoſity, and at 
+ the ſame time the moſt pleaſant and facetious compamon 
* of his time. He had a peculiar taſte in him, which 
+ would have been unlucky. in any prince but himſelf; he 
thought taere could be no exquiſite pleaſure in converſa- 
tion but among equals; and would pleaſantly bewail 


Rnimſetf that he always lived in a crowd, but was the only 


man in France that never could get into company. This 
turn of mind made him delight in midnight rambles, at- 
tended only with one perfon of his bed-chamber : he 


would in theſe excurfions get acquainted with men, 


whole temper he had a mind to try, and recommend them 
privately to the particular obſervation of his firſt mi- 


new acquaintance as ſoon as they had hopes of grow- 


ing great; and uſed on ſuch occafions to remark, that it 
was a great injuſtice to tax princes of forgetting them- 


ſelves in their high fortunes, when there were ſo few 


» 
0 
> 
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c 
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that could with conſtancy bear the favour of their very | 


creatures.“ My author in theſe looſe hints has one paſ- 
ſage that gives us a very lively idea of the uncommon ge- 


nius of Pharamond. He met with one man whom he had 
put to all the uſual proofs he made of thoſe he had a mind 
to know thoroughly, and found him for his purpoſe: in 


CGiſcourfe with him one day, he gave him opportunity of 
ſaying how much would ſatis | 


ſpoke to him in this manner. „ Sir, You have twice 


what you defired, by the favour of Pharamond ; but 
look to it, that you are ſatisfied with it, for 'tis the laſt 


you ſhall ever receive. 1 from this moment conſider 
you as mine; and to make you truly fo, I give you my 
* royal word you ſhall never be greater or leſs than you are 


at preſent. Aniwer me not,” concluded the prince 
ſmiling, * but enjoy the fortune T have put you in, which 


is above my own condition; for you have hereafter 
“nothing to hope or to fear,” 2 5 i 
| | 285 18 


| y all his wiſhes. "The | 
prince immediately revealed himſelf, doubled the ſum, and 


: u 
. » 
bs 


308 THE SPECTATOR, Ne 


His majeſty having thus well cheſem and bought a 
friend and companion, he enjoyed alternately all the plea- 
ſures of an agreeable private man and à great and power- 
ful monarch : he gave himſelf, with his companion, the 
name of the merry tyrant z for he puniſhed his courtiers 
for their inſolence and folly, not by any act of public dil- 
tayoyr, but by humorouſfly practiſing upon their imagina- 
tions. If he obſerved a man untractable to his inferiors, 
he would find an opportunity to take ſome favourable no- 


tice of him, and render him inſupportable. He knew all 
his own looks, words, and actions, had their interpreta- 


tions; and bis friend Monſieur Eucrate,. for ſo he was 
called, having a great ſoul without ambition, he could 
communicate all his thoughts to him, and tear no artful 
uſe would be made of that freedom. It was no ſmall de- 
light when they were in private to reflect upon all which 
had paſſed in public. 4 5 

Pharamond would often, to fatisfy a vain fool of power 


In his country, talk to him in a full .court, and with one 


whiſper make him deſpiſe all his old friends and ac- 
quaintance, He was come to that knowledge of men hy 


mats of blood in ſome tempers by thrice ſpeaking to them. 
As {:rtune wi in his power, he gave himſelf conſtant en- 
tertainment in managing the mere followers of it with the 


treatment they deſerved. He would, by a ſkilful caſt of 


his eye and half a ſmile, make two fellows who hated, 
embrace and fail upon each other's neck with as much ea- 
gerneſs, as if they followed their real inclinations, and in- 
tended to ſtifle one another. When he was in high good- 
humour, he would lay the ſcene with Eucrate, and on a 
public night exerciſe the paſſions of his whole court. He 
was pleated to ſee an haughty beauty watch the looks of 
the man ſhe'had long deſpiſed, from obſervation of his 
being taken noticc: ot by Pharamond ; and the lover con- 
_ ceive higher hopes, than to follow the woman he was dy- 
ing for the day before. In a court, where men ipeak at- 
tection in the ſtrongeſt terms, aud diſlike in the tainteſt, 
it was a comical mixture of incidents to ſee diſguiſes thrown 
alide in one caſe and increaſed on the other, according as 


favour or diſgrace attended the reſpective objects of mens 


approbation or diſeiteem. Pharamond, in his mirth 
. | | 1 upon 


long obſervation, that he would protels altering the whole 


Ne) THE SPECTATOR. 309 


upon the meanneſs, of mankind, uſed: to ſay, © As he 
could take away a man's five ſenſes, he could give him 
„% ag hundred. The man in diſgrace ſhall immediately 
& loſe, all his natural endowments, and he that finds fa- 
* your have the attributes of an angel.” He would carry 
it fo far as to ſay, “It ſhould not be only fo in the opi- 
&« nion of the lower part of his court, but the men them - 
„ ſeltes ſhall thank thus meauly or greatly of themſelves, 
e as they are out, or in the good graces of à court.“ 
: A monarch, who had wit and humour like Pharamond, 
mult have, pleatyres which no man elſe can ever have an 
opportunity of enjoying, He gave fortune to none but 
thoſe, whom he knew could receive it without tranſport : 
he made a noble and generous uſe of his. obſervations ; 
and did net regard his miniſters as they were agreeable to 
himſelt, but as they were uſeful to his kingdom: by this 
means the king appeared in every officer of ſtate; and no 
man had a participation of the power, who had not a 
fmilitude of the virtue of Pharamonc. R 


—_E wa: 2.5 2 > ' | a —2—— — 


" _— 
r * - 


N* 77 7 Tueſday, May 29. 


Non convivere licet, nec urbe tote 
Lud uam oft tam prope tam proculque nobis. . 
| MAT. Epig. Ixxxvii. i. 
What correſpondence can I hold with you, 
Who are ſo near, and yet ſo diſtant too? 


/T Y friend Vill. Honeycomb is one of thoſe ſort of 
men who are very often abſent in converſation, and 
what the French call a reveur and a diſtrait. A little 
before our elub- time laſt night we were walking together 
in Somerſet-garden, where Vill. had picked up a ſmall 
pebble of ſo odd a make, that he ſaid he would preſent it 
to a friend of his, an eminent Virtuoſo. After we had 
walked ſome time, I made a full ſtop with my face to- 
wards the weſt, which Will. knowing to be my uſual me- 
thod of aſking what's o'clock, in an afternoon, immedi- 
ately pulled out his watch, and told me we had ſeven 
: . minute. 
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minutes good. We took à turn or two more, when to 
my great turprize, I ſaw him ſquir away his watch a con- 
fiderable way into the Thames, and with great ſedateneſs 
in his looks put tip the pebble, he had before found, in his 
fob. As T have naturally an averſion to much ſpeaking, 
and do not love to be the meſſenger of ill news, eſpecially 
when it comes too late to be uſeful, I left him to be con- 
vinced of his miſtake in due time, and continued my walk, 
reflecting on theſe little abſences and diſtractions in man- 
kind, and refolving to make them the ſubject of a future 
ſpeculation. N n 4 ee 

l was the more confirmed in my deſign, when J con- 
fidered that they were very often blemiſhes in tlie charuc- 
ters of men of excellent ſenſe; and helped to keep up the 
reputation of that Latin proverb, which Mr. Dryden 
has tranſlated in the following lines: PHI 


Great wit to madneſs ſure is near ally%d, . | 
And thin partitions do their bounds divide.” 


My reader does, I hope, perceire, that T diftinguiſh a 
man who is abſent, becauſe he thinks of ſomething elle, 
from one who 1s abſent, becauſe he thinks of nothing at 
all: the latter is too innocent a creature to be taken no- 
tice of; but the diſtractions of the former may, I beliere, 
be generally accounted for from one of theſe reaſons. 
Either their minds are wholly fixed on ſome particular 
ſcience, which is often the caſe of mathematicians and 
other learned men; or are wholly taken up with ſome 
violent paſſion, ſuch as anger, fear, or love, which ties the 
mind to ſome diſtant object; or, laſtly, theſe diſtractions 
proceed from a certain vivacity and fickleneſs in a man's 
temper, which while it raiſes up infinite numbers ot 
ideas in the mind, is continually puſhing it on, without 
allowing it to reſt on any particular image. Nothing 
theretore is more unnatural than the thoughts and con- 
ceptions of ſuch a man, which are ſeldom occaſioned 
either by the company he is in, or any of thoſe objects 
which are placed before him. While you fancy he is ad. 
miring a beautiful woman, it is an even wager that he !s 
ſolving a propoſition in Euclid; and while you may 
imagine he is reading the Paris- Gazette, it is far from 
being iw pofſlible, that he is pulling down and rebuilding 
the front of his country-houſe, 5 1 
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At the ſame time that I am endeavouring to expoſe 
this weakneſs in others, I ſhall readily confeſs that I once 
laboured under the ſame infirmity myſelf, - The method 
I took to conquer it was a firm reſolution to learn ſome- 
thing from whatever I was obliged to ſee or hear. There 
is a way of thinking, if a man can attain to it, by which 
he may ſtrike ſomewhat out of any thing. I can at pre- 
ſent obſerve thoſe ſtarts of good ſenſe and ſtruggles of un- 
improved reaſon in the converſation of a clown, with as 
much ſatisfaction as the moſt ſhining periods of the moſt 
finiſhed oraotr ; and can make a ſhift to command my at- 
tention at a Fuppet-ſhow or an Opera, as well as at Hamlet 
or Othello. 1 always make one of the company I am in; 
for though I ſay little myſelf, my attention to others, and 
thoſe nods of approbation which I never beſtow unmerit- 
ed, ſufficiently ſhew that I am among them. Whereas 
Mall. Honcycomb, though a fellow of good ſenſe, is every 


day doing and faying an hundred things which he after- 


wards confefles, with a well-bred frankneſs, were ſome- 
what nal à propos, and undeſigned. „ 
I chanced the other day to go into a coffee-houſe, 
where H7, was ſtanding in the midſt of ſeveral auditors 
whom he had gathered round him, and was giving them 
an account of the perſon and character of Moll Hinton. 
My appearance before him juſt put him in mind of me, 
without making him reflect that I was actually preſent. 
So that keeping his eyes full upon me, to the great ſur- 
prize of his e ate he broke off his firit harangue, and 
proceeded thus: — Why now there's my friend,” men- 
tioning me by name, © he is a fellow that thinks a great 
deal, but never opens his mouth; I warrant you he is 


« now thruſting his ſhort face into ſome coftee- houſe 


about Change. I was his bail in the time of the Po- 
piſh- plot, when he was taken up for a jeſuit.“ If he had 
looked on me a little longer, he had certainly deſcribed 
me fo particularly, without ever conſidering what led him 

into it, that the whole company muſt neceflarily have 
found me out; for which reaſon, remembering the old 
proverb, Out of ſight out of mind,“ I left the room: 
and, upon meeting him an hour afterwards, was aſked by 
him, with a greal deal of good-humour, in what part of 
the world I had lived, that he had not ſcen me theſe 
4 ; | „„ 
= Monſieur 
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Monfieur Bruyere has givewus the character of an ab. 
ſent Man, wich a great deal of humour, which he bas 
puſhed to an n with the heads of 
it I hall eonelude my preſent paper.. 

Menalcas, ſuys hat excellent author, comes down 
© in a morning, opens his deor to go out, but ſhuts it 
< again, becauſe he petceives that he has his night- cap 
© on; andexamining hijaſelf further finds that he is but 
half - ha ved, that be has ſtuck his ſivord on his right ſide, 
* that his ſoekings are about his heels, and that his ſhirt 
is over his breeches. When he 1s drefled, he goes to 
court, comes into the drawing-room, and walking bolt- 
* vpright under a branch of candleſticks his wig is caught 
up by ore of them, and hangs dangling in the air, All 
the courtiers fall a laughing, but Menalcas laughs londer 

than any of them, and looks about for the perſon that 18 
the jeſt of the company. Coming down to the court- 
< gate he finds a coach, which taking for his own he whips 
into it; and the coach-man drives off, not doubting but 
* he carries his maſter. As ſoon as he fiops, Menalcaz 
© throws himſelf cut of the coach, crofles the chunt, 
* aſcends the ſtair- caſe, and runs through all the cham. 
bers with the greateſt familiarity, repoſes himſelf on a 
* couch, and fancies himſelf at home. The maſter of the 

© houſe at laſt comes in, Menalcas rifes to receive him, 
and deſires bim to fit down; he talks, muſes, and then 
© talks again. The gentleman of the houſe is tired and 
amazed; Menalcas is no leſs ſo, but is every moment in 
© hopes that his impertinent gueſt will at laſt end his te. 
dious viſit. Night comes on, when Menalcas is hardly 
undeceived. | 

* When he is playing at backgammon, he calls for a 

© full glaſs of wine and water; 'tis his turn to throw, he 
© has the box in one hand, and his glaſs in the other, and 


© heing extremely dry, and unwilling to loſe time, he | 


© ſwallows down both the dice, and at the ſame time 
© throws his wine into the tables. He writes a letter, aud 
«© flings the ſand into the ink-bottle ; be writes a ſecond, 
© and miſtakes the ſuperſcription: a nobleman receive 
© one of them, and upon opening it reads as fol. 
£ lows : ** I would have you, honeit Jack, immediately 
„upon the receipt of this, take in hay enough to ire 
3 | me 


RK * 
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me the winter.“ His farmer receives the other, and 


© is amazed to ſee in it. My Lord, I. received your 
„ Grace's commands with an entire ſubmiſſion to 
© If he is at an entertainment, you may fee the pieces 
© of bread continvally multiplying round his plate: tis 
true the reſt of the com — want it, as well as their 
© knives and forks, which Me 


you may ſee him in every part of the town, except the 
* very place where he had appointed to be upon a buſi- 
6 of importance. You would often take him for 
every thing that he is not; for a fellow quite ſtupid, for 
© he hears nothing; for a fool, for he talks to himſelt, 
© and has an dende grimaces and motions with his 
head, which are altogether involuntary ; for a proud 
© man, for he looks full upon you, and takes no notice of 
your ſaluting him; the truth on't is, his eyes are open, 
but he makes no uſe of them, and neither ſees you, 


nor any man, nor any thing elſe: he came once from 
* his. country-houſe, and his own footmen undertook to 
rob him, and ſucceeded : They held a flambeau to his 


throat, and bid him deliver his purſe ; he did fo, and 
coming home told his. friends he had been robbed ; 
© they deſired to know the particulars; . Aſk my fer- 
* vants, ſays Menalcas, for they were with me,” X 
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5 Cum talis fis, utinam nofter eſſes ! 
Cou'd we but call fo great a genius ours! 


1 following letters are fo pleaſant, that T donbt 


not but the reader will be as much diverted with 
them as I was, I have nothing to do in this day's en- 


tertainment, but ___ the ſentence from the end of the 
placing it at the front of my 


Cambridge letter, an 
paper; to ſhew the author I wiſh him my companion 
with as much earneſtneſs as he invites me to be his. 


th 


— ——— — — — — — — —— 


and nalcas does not let then 
© keep long. Sometimes in a morning he puts his whole 
family in an hurry, and at laſt goes out without being 
* able to ſtay for his coach or dinner, and for that day 


— 
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| ef 5 % 8IR, 26 # zi VNibpnt noqu ud jolie 
| 82 Send you the inclofed, to be Inſerted, if you think 
4 them worthy of it, in your rHators;1 in which fo 
| ſurpriziiig a genius appears, that it is no wonder if all 
| <-mankind endeavours: to get famewhat into a paper 
| „ which will always live. out nil. 
As to the Cambridge affair, the humour was really 
carried on in the way I deſeribe it. However, you 
have a full commiſſion to put out or in, and to do what. 
| ever you think fit with it. I have already had the (a- 
| 4 risfaction, of ſeeing you take that liberty with ſome 
| things I have before ſent vp. 
Go on, Sir, and proſper. You have the beſt wiſhes of, 
118 EY IE eB ns 
+4 Your very affeftionate 
5 © and obliged humble ſervant” 
4 Mr. .Spefator. | Cambridge, 
V OU well know it is of great conſequence to clear 
6 titles, and it is of importance that it be done 
in the proper ſeaſon: on which account this is to 
« aſſure you, that the Club of Ugly Faces was inſtitu- 
ted originally at Cambridge in the merry reign of king 
© Charles II. As in great bodies of men it is not dif- 
* ficult to find members enough for ſuch a club, fo, I 
remember, it was then feared, upon their intention of 
| © dining together, that the hall belonging to Clare-Hall, 
* | the uglieſt then in the town, tho' now the neateſt, would 
| not be large enough handſomely to hold the company, 
Invitations were made to great numbers, but very tew 
accepted them without much difficulty. One pleaded 
that being at London ina bookſeller's ſhop, a lady going 
by with a great belly longed to kiſs him. He had cer- 
tainly been excuſed, but that evidence appeared, that 
indeed one in London did pretend ſhe longed to kils 
© him, but that it was only a Pickpocket, who during 
© his killing her ſtole away all his monty. Another would 
have got off by a dirople iu his chin; but it was proved 
upon him, that he had, by coming into a room, made 
a women miſcarry, and frightened two children into fits, 
A Third alledged, that he was taken by à lady for au- 
© other gentleman, who was one of the handlomeſt a 
ee Pers 25 * 
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the Univerſity; but upon inquiry it was found that the 


lady had actually loſt one eye, and che other was very 


much upon thè decline; A. Fourth produced letters 
out of the country in his vindieation, in which a gen- 
tleman offered him his daughter, who had lately 


fallen in love with him, with a good fortune: but it 
Vas made appear that the young lady was amordus, 


and had like to have rum away with her father's 
dcoachman; ſo that it was ſuppoſed, that her pretence 
* of falling in love with him was only in order to 
be well married. It was pleaſant to hear the ſeveral 
excuſes which were made, inſomuch that ſome made 
as much intereſt to be excuſed as they would from 
ſerving ſheriff ; however at laſt. the ſociety was 
formed, and proper officers were appointed: and the day 
was fixed for the entertainment, which was in Venifon 
Seaſon. A pleaſant Fellow of King's College, com- 
monly called Crab from his four look, and the only 
man who did not pretend to get off, was nonunated 
for chaplain; and nothing was wanting, but ſome one 
to fit in the elbow-chair, by way of Prejident, at the 
upper end of the table; and there the buſineſs ſtuck, 
for there was no contention for ſuperiority there. This 

affair made fo great a noiſe, that the king, who was 
then at Newmarket, heard of it, and was pleaſed. 


+ merrily and graciouſly to ſay, He could not be there 
4 himſelf, but he would ſend them a brace of bucks.” 


I would defire you, Sir, to ſet this affair in a true 


_ * light, that poſterity may not be miſled in ſo impor- 


tant a point: for when * the wiſe man who ſhall 
« write your true Hiſtory” ſhall acquaint the world, 
that you had a Diploma ſent from the Ugly Club at 


*. Oxford, and that by virtue of it you were admitted 
into it, what a learned work will there be among fu- 


* ture Criticks about the original of that club, which 
* both Univerſities will contend fo warmly for? And per 
* haps ſome hardy Cantabrigian author may then boldly 
* affirm, that the word Oaford was an interpolation of 


* ſome Qzonian inſtead of Cambridge. This affair will 


* be. beſt adjuſted in your life-time ; but I hope your 
« affeftion to your Mother will not make you partial 
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0 To tell you, Sir, my own opinion : tho I cannot 


find hy ancient records of any acts of the Society q 


the Ugly Faces, confidered in a publick capacity; 
« yet in a private one they have certainly antiquity on 
© 'therr ſide. I am perſuaded they will hardly give place 
© to the Lotunger's; and the Lowngers are of the ſame 
© ſtanding with the Univerſity itſelt. 

Tho we well know, Sir, vou want no motives to 
do juſtice, yet I am commiſſion'd to tell you, that 


© you are invited to be admitted ad eunidem at Cambridge; 


© and I believe I may venture ſafely to deliver this as 
the with of our whole Univerfity.'. elt 
e e Mn Spectators +: - f 
The humble Petition of To and Which 
© Sheweth, | Ae Tee! 1 er 
92 1 your petitioners, being in a forlorn and de- 
2 ſtitute condition, know not to whom we ſhould 
apply ourfelves for relief, becauſe there is hardly any 
© man alive who hath not injured us. Nay, we ſpeak 
© it with ſorrow, even you yourſelf, whom we ſhould 
« ſuſpe&t of ſuch a practice the laſt of all mankind, 
can hardly acquit yourſelf of having given us ſome 


* cauſe of complaint. We are deſcended of ancient fa- 


miles, and kept up our dignity and honour many 
years, till the Jack-ſprat That ſupplanted us. How 
often have we found ourſelves {lighted by the clergy in 
© their pulpits, and the lawyers at the bar? Nay, how 
© often have we heard in one of the moiſt polite and 
© auguſt aſſemblies in the Univerſe, to our great mor- 
© tification, theſe words, That That that noble lord 
«© urged;” which, it one of us had had juſtice done, 
©. would have ſounded nobler thus, That Vypich that 
e noble lord urged.” Senates themſelves, the guardi- 
ans of Britiſh liberty, have degraded us, and picterred 
6 That to us; and yet no decree was. ever given agaiuſt 
us. In the very acts of parliament, in which. the 
+ utmoſt right ſhould he done to every Body, Mord, and 
„Thing, we find ourſelves often either npt uſed, or 
uſed one inſtead ot another. In the firſt and beſt proper 
« children are taught, they learn to miſuſe us. © Our 
Father I hieb art, in Heaven,” ſhould be, © Our Fa- 
& ther Mo art in Heaven;” and even a Convocation, 
after long debates, 1efuied to conſent to an alteration oi 
| DE | 5 | "if 
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© it, In our general Conteffion we ſay,—* Spare thou 
« them, O God; {#bich:conteſs: their faults,“ which 
« ought to be, / confeſs their faults.” What 
hopes then bare we of having juſtice done ys, when 
the makers of our very prayers and laws, and the 
moſt learned in all faculties, ſeem to be in a con- 
* {ederacy:againſt us, and our enemies themſelves mult 
6. be. our judges. ein d H fbr 3. 
The Spaniſh Proverb ſays. El ſubio muda conſtjo, el 
necio no; i. e. A wiſe man changes his mind, a 
© fool never will.” So that we think you, Sir, a very 
proper perſon to addreſs to, ſince we know. you to be 
capable of being convinced, and changing your judg- 
ment. You are well able to ſettle this affair, and to 
you we ſubmit our cauſe, We defire you to aſſign 
the butts and bounds of each of us; and that for the 
future we may both enjoy our own. We would dc- 
ſire. to be heard by our counſel, but that we fear in 
their very pleadings they would betray our cauſe : be- 
ſides, we have been oppreſſed io many years, that we 
can appear no other way, but forma pauperis, All 
which conlidered, we hope you will be pleaſed to do 
that which to right and juſtice frail appertain. 
„ And your Petitioners, dc. 
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© Thurfay, day 3. 


Oderunt peccare boni wiriutis amore. 


Honk. Ep. I. xvi, '] 


The good, for virtue's fake, abhor to lin. 


CREECH, 


| HAVE: received very many letters of late, from my 


female correſpondents, moſt of whom are, very angry 


with me for abridging their plcaſures, and looking ſe- 
verely upon things in themſelves indifferent. But I 


think they are extremely unjuſt to me in this imputation 3 
all that I contend for is, that thoſe excellencies, which 
are to be regarded but in the ſecond place, ſhould not 
precede” more weighty conſiderations. The heart of 


man deceives him in ſpite of the lectures of half a 


fe ſpent in diſcourſes on the ſobjection of paſſion ; and 


1 do not know why one may not think the heart of wo- 


03 man 
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man às un faickful to itſelf. If rye grant an equality in 


the faculftes of both ſexes, che minds of women xte leſs 
cultiwated With precepts, und confequenth/ tady, Without 
difteſpect to them, be/accotitited more Hable to illuſion 
in Taſes wherein natura inclination is out'of the intereſts 
of virtue. 1 ſhall” tale up my pteſent lime in comment- 
ing uport æ biſlet or two which came from ladies, and 
from thence leave the reader to judge whether I am in 
the riglit or not, in thinking it is poſſible finè women may 
be miſtahehf - in 316 t at! e eee e e fy 
Tube following addreſs ſeems to have no other defign 
in it, dut to tell me the writer will do what the pleaſes for 
all” tyec” 7 ; 38 80 2617 R427 N kak £51 p25 7 WI 6, Ye 
Mr. Spectator, -. | cn 415 
6 1 AM young, and very much inclined to follow the 
A paths of innocence ; but at the fame time, as T have 
_ * a plentiful fortune, and am of quality, T am unwilling 
to refign the pleaſures of diſtinftion, ſome little ſatif. 
faction in being admired in general, and much greater 
in being beloved by a gentleman, whom 1 deſign to 


make my huſband, But I have a mind to put off en- 
* tering into matrimony till another winter is over my 


* head, which, whatever, mufty Sir, you may think of 


the matter, I deſign to paſs away in hearing muſic, go- 
© ing to plays, viſiting, and all other ſatisfactions which 
fortune and youth, protected by innocence and virtue, 


can procure for, 
5 Sir, | | | 
* Your moſt humble ſervant, 


My lover does not know I like him; therefore, having 


© .no engagements upon me, I think to fiay and know 


Whether 1 may not like any one elle better." 


1 have heard Wil. Honeycomb ſay, * A woman ſeldom 
« writes her mind but in her poſtſcri . I think this 
gentlewoman has ſufficiently diſcovered hers 1n this. ml 
lay, what wager ſhe pleaſes, againſt her preſent favourite, 
and can tell her that ſhe will hike. ten more 1 ſhe is 
fixed, and then, will take the worſt man ſhe ever. Jiked in 


Ry 


ber lite. There is no end of affection taken in at the eyes 


only; 
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105 and.you may as well fatizty thoſe eyes with 11585 
en f any. paſſion reoeingd þ hem, WH It . 0 
lovi 7 


ſight, that coxgombs, frequently ſug ceed, with | 
women, an very often 4 young lady is beſtowed, by 105 


parents to a man who wers her as innocence it though 
te has, in her own. heart, given, her,approbation 'of a Gab; 


ferent man in every aflembly; ſhe was in the whole year i 


before. What 15 Wanting. among women, as well as 


among men, is the love of Jaudable” things, and not to reſt 


only in the forbearance of ſuch ns are reproachful; ' | 

How far en trom a woman ot this ght imagina- 
tion is Eudoſia! Kudotia has all the arts of lie and goods 
breeding with ſo much eaſe, that the virtue of her conduct 
looks more like an inſtinct than choice. It is as little 
difficult to her to think juſtly of perſons and things, as it is 


to a woman of difterent accompliſhments to move ill or 
look awkward. That which was, at firſt, the effoct of in- 
ſtruction, is grown into an habit; and it would be as hard 


for Eudoſia to indulge a wrong ſuggeſtion of thought, as 


it would be for Flavia, the fine dancer, to come into a 


room with an unbecoming air. 


But the miſapprehenſions people chonſeters bow of 


their own ſtate of mind, is laid down with much diſcern- 


ing in the following letter, which is but an extract of 
kind epiſtle from my charming miſtreſs Hecatifla, who is 
above the vanity of external beauty, wal is the better Tu 5 


of the per fections els the mind. 


Mr. Spectator, 


* T WRITE this to ac 
1 as well as myſelt, Ge nd many hours more than we 
* uſed at the glaſs, for want of the female library of which 

you promiſed us a catalogue. I hope, Sir, in the choice 
authors for us, you will have a particular regard to 


2 


books of devotion. What they are, and how many, 


* mult be your chief care ; tor upon the proptiety of ſuch 
writings" depends a great deal. I have known thoſe 
among vs who think, it they every morning and even- 


6 ing ſpend an hour in their cloſet, and read over ſo many 


0 in ſix or ſeven books of devotion, all equally 
wa 0 

gaiſtd by 
0 the reit 


uaint you, that very many ladies, 5 


laſs of wine, or a dram of citron, they may. 
their time 80 on in whatever their parti- 
04 © cular. 


TE a ſort of warmth, that might as well be - 
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« cular paſſion leads them to. The beauteous Philautia, 
who is, in your language, an Idol, is one of theſe vo- 
taries; the has a very pretty furniſhed cloſet, to which 
ſhie retires at Her appointed hours: this is her dreſfing- 
room, as well as chapel; ſhe his conſtantly before her 

© a large looking-glafs, and upon the table, acbording to a 

4 very witty author, 110 e än bafabgt hte 
© Together lie her prayer-book and paint, 

At once t' improve the ſinner and the ſaint. 

It muſt be a good ſcene, if one could be preſent at it, 
to ſee this Idol by turns lift up her eyes to heaven, and 
« {teal glances at her own dear perſon. It cannot but be 
- © pleaſing conflict between vanity and humiliation. 
When you are upon this ſubject, chooſe books which 
elevate the mind above the world, and give a pleaſing in- 
difference to little things in it. For want of ſuch inſtruc- 
tions, I am apt to believe ſo many people take it in their 
heads to be ſullen, croſs, and angry, under precence of 
being abſtracted from the affairs of this lite, when at the 
ſame time they betray their fondpeſs for them by doing 
their duty as ataſk, and pouting and reading good books for 
a week together. Much of this I take to proceed from 

the indiſcretion of the books themſelves, whote very 
titles of weekly preparations, and ſuch limited godlineſs, 
lead people of ordinary capacities into great errors, and 
raiſe in them a — BT religion, intirely dittin& 
from morality. I know a lady fo given up to this fort 
of devotion, that though ſhe employs ſix or eight hours 
of the twenty-four at cards, ſhe never miſſes one con- 
ſtant hour of prayer, for which time another holds her 
cards, to Which ſhe returns with no little anxiouſneſs 
till two or three in the morning. All theſe acts are but 
empty ſhows, and, as it were, compliments made to vir- 
tue; the mind is all the while untouched with any true 
pleaſure in the purſuit of it From hence J preſume it 
© arites that ſo many people call themſelves virtuous from 
no other pretence to it but an abſence of ill. There is 


© Dulcianara is the moſt inſolent of all creatures to her 
* friends and domeſtics, upon no other pretence in nature 
but that, as her filly phraſe is, no one, can ſay. black i3 
Ther eye. She, has no, ſecrets, forſooth, which ſhould 
make her afraid to ſpeak her mind, and therefore, ſhe 1 
. | e Ren +". :*1mpers 


W „„ G T m a - K A a0 8 


| | > 
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c | impertivently, Wa to 1 hes, acquaintance, Ly apes 
16; ſonably imperious to all her family. Dear, Sir, be 

pleaſed to put ſuch, books, in our hands, as may make 
© our virtue. more inward; and. co wince tome. of us that 
in a mind truly virtuous the ſcorn. of vice is Always ac- 


q companied with the pity of it, This and other things 


© are impatiently expected trom you ay "Ta our r whole ſex; 
8 among the relt by, 
-Þ +. it, 
; 6 own moſt @ hub + Creams, | 
| * * D. 1 


—— 
111 1 1 
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No 80. Friday, . 5 


Calin non Animum mutant qui trans mare currunt. | 


Hos, Ep. I. xi, 27. 


Thoſe that beyond- ſea go, will ſadly find, 
They change their climate voy , not their mind. 


Cavten, 


IN the year 1688, and on the eme day of that year, 


were born in Cheapſide, London, two females of ex- 
quifite feature and ſhape ; the one we ſhall Brünetta, the 
other Phillis. A cloſe intimacy between their parents 
made each of them the firſt acq uaintance the other knew 


in the world: they played, dreſſed babies, acted viſitings, 


learned to dance and make curtefies, together, "They 


were inſeparable companions in all the little entertain- 


ments their tender years were capable of: which inno- 
cent happineſs continued till the beginning of their lit- 
teenth year, when it happened that Mrs. "Phillis had au 


head-dreſs on, which became her ſo very well, that in- 
ſtead of being beheld any more with pleaſure for their | 
amity-to each other, the eyes of the neighbourhood were 


turned to remark them with compariſon of their beauty. 
They now no longer enjoyed the eaſe of mind and pleaſing 


Indolence in which they were formerly happy, but all 


their wo! ds and octions were mitfinterpreted by each other, 


ab every excellence in their {peech and behavior was 
* O 5 | | looked | 
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looked ypon 2s an act. o | emulation to ſurpaſs the other, 
Theſe beginnings of diſinclination ſoon improved into a 
formality of behaviour, a general coldneſs, and by natural 


1 into an irreconcilable hatred, 


heſe two rivals for the reputation of beauty, were in 


their ſtature, countenance, and mien, ſo very much alike, 
that if you were ſpeaking of them in their abſence, the 
words in which you deſcribed the one muſt give you an 
idea of the other. They were hardly diſtinguiſhable, 
you would think, when they were apart, tho' extremely 
different when together. What made their enmity the 
more entertaining to all the reſt of their ſex was, that in 


detraction from each other neither could fall upon terms 


which did not hit herſelf as much as her adverſary. 
Their nights grew reſtleſs with meditation of new dreſſes 
to outvie each other, and inventing new devices to recal 
admirers, who obſerved the charms of the one rather than 
thoſe of the other on the laſt meeting. Their colours 
| tailed at each other's appearance, fluſhed with pleaſure 
at the report of a diſadvantage, and their countenances 
withered upon inſtances of applauſe. The decencies to 


Which women are obliged, made theſe virgins ſtifle their 


reſentment ſo far as not to break into open violences, 


while they equally ſuffered the torments of a regulated 
anger. Their mothers, as it is uſual, engaged in the 


quarrel, and ſupported the ſeveral pretenſions of the 


daughters with all that ill-choſen ſort of expence which 


is common with people of plentiful fortunes and mean 


taſte. The girls preceded their parents like queens of 


| May, in all the gady colours imaginable, on every Sun- 


day to church, and were expoſed to the examination of 


the audience for ſuperiority of beauty, 


During this conitant ſtruggle it happened, that Phillis 
one day at public prayers {mote the heart of a gay Weſt- E 


Indian, who. appeared in all the colours which can affect 
an eye that could not diitinguiſh between being fine and 
taudry. This American in a ſummer-iſland ſuit was too 
| ſhining and too gay to be reſiſted by Phillis, and too in- 
tent upon her charms to be diverted by any of the labour- 


ed attractions of Brunetta. Soon after, Brunetta had the | 


_ moftification to ſce ber rival diſpoſed of in a wealthy 
marriage, while ſhe was only addreſſed to in a manner 


that 
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that ſhewed ſhe was the admiration of all men, but the 


choice of none. Phillis was carried to is hathtation or 
her ſpouſe in Barbadoes: Brunetta had the ill-hature to 


inquire for her by every opportunity, and had the mis- 
fortune to hear of her being attended by numerous flaves; 


fanned into flumbers by ſucceſſive hauds of them, and 


carried from place to place in all the pomp of barbarous 
magnificence, Brunetta could not endure theſe, repeated 


advices, but 7 all her arts and charms in laying- 
condition of the ſame iſland, ovt of a 
mere ambition to confront her once more before ſhe died. 


baits for any o 


She at laſt ſucceeded in her defign, and was taken to wife 
by a gentleman whoſe eſtate was contiguous to that of her 
enemy's huſband, It would be endleſs to enumerate the 


many occaſions on which theſe irreconcilable beauties la- 


boured to excel each other ; but in proceſs of time it 
happened that a ſhip put into the iſland configned to a 
friend of Phillis, who had directions to give her the re- 
fuſal of all goods for apparel, before Brunetta could be 
alarmed of their arrival. He did ſo, and Phillis was 


dreſſed in a few days in a brocade more gorgeous and 


coſtly than had ever before appeared in that latitude. 
Brunetta languiſhed at the fight, and could by no means 
come up to the bravery of her antagoniſt. She com- 
municated her anguiſh of mind to a faithful friend, who, 


by an intereſt in the wife of Phillis's merchant, procured 
a remnant of the ſame filk for Brunetta. Phillis tooæk 


pains to appear in all public places where ſhe was ſure to 
meet Brunetta; Brunetta was now prepared tor the in- 
| ſult, and came to a public ball in a plain black filk mantua, 
attended by a beauritul negro girl in a petticoat of the 
ſame brocade with which Phiths was attirel. This drew 
the attention of the whole company, upon Which the un- 
bappy, Phillis ſwooned away, and was immediately con- 
veyed to her houte. As ſoon as ike came to henic}i, ſhe 


fled from her huſbind's houic, went on board a ſhip in 


the road, and is now landed in inconſolable deſpair at 
Phdbah, . 


„ 
After the nbove melancholy narration, it may perhaps 
be a relief to the reader to peru'c the following expoſtu- 
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: * To Mr. Spectator. 
228” HE IT of affronted Thar, 


H O' I deny not the petition of Mr. Vio and 
Which, yet you ſhould not ſuffer them to be rude 
and to call honeſt people names: for that bears very 
hard on ſame of thoſe rules of decency, which you are 
Jjultly famous for eſtabliſhing. They may find fault, 
and correct ſpeeches in the ſenate and at the bar: but 
let them try to get themſelves ſo often, and with ſo | 
much eloquence. repeated in a ſentence, as a great ora- 
tor doth frequently introduce me. © © | 
My Lords!” ſays he, . with humble ſubmiſſion, 


% That that I fay is this: that, That, that that gentle- 


* man has advanced, is not That that he ſhould have 


$a proved to your Lordſhips.“ Let thoſe two queſ- 
"x N Pet g0rrn try to do thus with their Who's and 
55 their . | | 


What great advantages was I of to Mr. Dryden in 
* his Indian Emperor, V 19 


ou force me ſtill to anſwer you in That,” 


to furniſh out a rhyme to Merat? And what a poor 
figure would Mr. Bayes have made without his Egad 
and a! That? How can a judicious man diſtinguiſh one 
thing from another, without ſaying, This here, or 
Thar chere? And how can a ſober man without uſing 
the Expletives of oaths, 1n which indeed the rakes and 
bullies have a great advantage over others, make a diſ- 
courſe of any tolerable length, without That is; and 
if he be a very grave man indeed, without That is to 
fay ? And how inſtruftive as well as entertaining are 
thoſe uſual expreſſions, in the mouths of great men, 
Such things as That, and the like of That, 
I am not againſt reforming the corruptions of ſpeech 
you mention, and own there ae proper ſeaſons for the 
introduction of other words beſides That ; but I ſcorn 
as much to. ſupply the place of a ho or a Which at 
every turn, as they are, unequal always to fill imine; 
and I expect ood language and civil treatment, and 
hope to receld6-it” for the future: That, that I (rl! 
ogly add ig, chat I m 
„F533 8 8 
. That. 
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B 7 G4 IL q (ale) i in faſtion among ; the Lilies 
A Number 55, + 
Abſence in converfation, a demarkable ioftance of it in 
Will Honeytomb, N. 757. The oceafion'sf this abſence, 
ibid. and means to conquer it, 767d. The character 


of an abſent man, out of Bruyere, ibid. 
Acroſtick, a piete of falſe wit, divided into Grople and 


compound, N. 60. 
Act of deformity, for the uſe of the ugly club, N. 17. 


Advertiſements, of an Italian chirurgeon, N. 22. From 
St. James's Coffee-houſe, 24. From a Gentlewoman 
that teaches birds to ſpeak, 3 6. From another that is 


a fine fleſn- painter, 41. 


Advice; no order of A too conſiderable to be ad- 


viſed, N. 34. 


Affectation, a greater enemy to a fine fies chan the ſmall- 


pox, N. 33. it de forms beauty, and turns wit into abſur- 


dity, 38. [be originalof it, “d. found in the wiſe man 


as well as the coxcomb, 7b. The waytogetclearof it, ib. 


| Abe, rendered icaloys: N. 6. how contemned by the 


Athenians, and reſpected by the Spartans, ibid. 
Alexander the great, wry-necked, 32. 


Ambition never ſatisfied, N. 27. 


Americans, their opinion of ſouls, N. 56. exemplified in in 
a viſion of one of their countrymen, 7619. | 


60 ple (Lady) her uneaſineſs, and the reaſon of it, N. 32. 


Anagram, what, and when firſt produced, N. 60. 

And. vemache, a | a great fox-hunter, N. 57. 

April (che firſt of) the merrieſt day in the year, N. 47. 
Aretine inade all the Princes oſ Europe his tributaries, N. 23. 


 Arietta, her character, N. 11. her fable of the lion and the 


man, in anſwer to the ſtory of the Epbeſian matron, 
167. her floty of Ile and Tariks, ibid, 


Ariſtotle, bis obſervation upon the Tambick verſe, N. 3 1. 


upon tragedies, 40, 42. 


aue, che fit muſical opera on the Engli WG ſtage, N. 18. 
Avarice, i 


* n 


IN DEX. 

Avarice, the original of it, N. 55. Operates with luxury, 
ib. at war with luxury, 1b. its officers and adherents, 
ib. comes to an agreement with luxury, 1. 

Audiences at preſent void of common ſenſe, N. 1 Je. 

Aurelia, her character, N. 15. | 

Author, the neceſſity. of his readers being acquainted 
with his ſize, complexion, and temper, in order to read 
his works with pleaſure, N. . his opinion of his own 
performances, 4. The expedient made uſe of by thoſe 
that write for the ſtage, St. 9 8 

B written, N. 10. his obſervation upon envy, 19. 

of money, a ſudden wansformaden of * into 


\ flicks and paper, N. 3. 
+ Lully, his prudent management, N. 20. | 
— 


dan, (Sir Francis) his 3 of a walk well 


never writ but where there 1 is a dearth of i in- 


vention, N. ct. 
Beaver, the haberdaſher, a great politician, N. 49. 


Beauties, wien plagiaries, N, 4. The true ſecret how e 
improve beauty, 33. then the moſt ng em: 


| _ heightened by virtue, is, 
Bell, (Mr.) his ingenious device, N. 28. 


. Bell. Savage, its etymology, 15. 


Birds, a cage full for the Opera, N. 5. 

Biters, their buſineſs, N. 47. 

Blackmore, (Sir Richard) his obſervation, N. 6. 
Blanks of ſociety, who, N. 10. 

Blank verſe proper for tragedy, N.. 39. 


Bobours, anden, a great eritick among the Teh | 


be 
Boute- Rimes, what, N, 60. N 
| A fine breeding diſtinguiſhed from good, N, 66, 
Britiſh Ladies diſtinguiſhed from the Pics, N. AFP 
 Brunetta and Phillis, their adventures, N. 80. | 
Bruyere, (Monſieur) his character of an abſent man, N. y. 
Bulleck and Norris, differently habited, prove great helps 
to a ſilly play, N. 44. 


Butts de ſeribed, N. 47· the qualification of a butt, 13. ; 
T Afar (Julius) his behaviour to Oatuſlus, who had 


put him into a lampoon, N. 23. 
Caligula, his wiſh, N. 100 


Camilo, 


„ n, 1 * 


I 5 K 


Camilla, à true woman in one porticolar, N. 19. 
Carbuncle, (Dr.) his dye, What, N. 52. 

Cenſor of ſmall wares, an officer to be appointed, N. IG 
Charles I. a famous picture of that prince, N. 58. 
Cbevy-Chaſe, the Spectator's examen of it, N. 70, 74+ 
Chronogram, a piece of falſe wit, N. 60. 

Cicero, a punſter, N. 61. The entertainment found in his 
philoſophick writings, 76:2. 


Clin, an idol, in what manner workiped N. 73. 


Cleanthe, her ſtory, N. 15. 


Clergyman, one of the SpeBator” s club, N. 2. 
Clergy, a threefold diviſion of them, N. 21. 


Clubs, no&urnal aſſemblies ſo called, N. q. Several names 
of clubs, and their originals, ibid. &c. Rules preſcribed 


to be obſerved in the two-penny elub, ibid. An ac- 


count of the ugly club, 17. The ſighing club, zo. The 
fringe-glove club, ibid. The amorous club, 7374. The 


 hebdomadal club; ſome account of the member of 


that club, 43. and of the everlaſting club, 72. The 


club of ugly faces, 78. The difficulties met with in 


erecting that club, 251d. 
Commerce, the extent and advantage of it, N. 6g. 
Conſciouſneſs, when called affectation, N. 38. 


Converſation moſt ſtraitened in numerous aſſemblies, 
N. 68. 


Coquettes, the preſent numerous race, to what owing, | 


| Cork, (Sir Roger de) a member of the Spriater? club, 
his character, N. 2. His opinion of men of fine parts, 6. 
Courtiers habit, on what occaſions hierogly phical, 
el 

Cowky, abounds in mixt wit, N. 62. 


Crab, of King's College, in Lambriee, Chaplain to the 


club of ugly faces, N. 78. 


Credit, a beautiful virgin, her ftuation and equipage, 
N. 3. a great valetudinarian, ibid. 


Crofs (Miſs) wanted near half a ton of being as hand- 
ſome as Madam Van Briſket, a your MER in the 


e N. 32. 
D. 
JAncing. a diſcourſe on it, defended, N. 67. 


* Known to wy N. 12 


Death, the time and manner of our death not 


Defor mity, 


IN NE X 


Deformity, no cauſe of ſhame, N. 17. 

Delight and ſurprize, properties eſſential to wit, N. 62. 

Dignitaries of the law, Who, N. 211 

8 275 what elteemed to bg. a juſt. pretenſion to one, 

8 (Dr!) his deſeription of his miſtreſs; N. 41. 

Dryden, his definition of wit cenſured, N. 62. 

Dull fellows, wha, N. 43. their enquiries are not for 
- information but ezerciſe, 10d. Naturally turn their 
heads to politicks or poetry, ibid. 125 


Dutch more polite than the Engliſ in their building 1 


and monuments of their dead, N. 26. 
Dyer, the news- Grin an W otle in 1 politicks, N. 43. 
Nvy: The in late of an envious man, N. 19. His 
| relief, ibid. The way to obtain his favour, ibid. 
_ F'pheſian matron, the ſtory of her, N. 11. 


Egpicletus, his obſervation upon the female ex, N. „ | 


 k&pigram on Hecatifja, N. 52. 


Epitaphs, the extravagance of ſome, TY dsh of 


others, N. 26. An epitaph written by Ben Jonſon, 35 
| Equipages, the ſplendor of them in France, N. 1 Fe: 
great temptation to the female ſex, 2d. 


Ziberege, (Sir George) author of a comedy, called, Ss 


evould if He could, . N. Sl. 
Eubulus, his character, N. 49. 
Eucrate, the favourite of 3 N. 70 
Euarfia, her behaviour, = 79- 3 


Able of the lion and the man, N. 11. Of the 
children and frogs, 2 3e Of e and che country- 
man, 275; 
Falſhood (the goddeſs of) N. 6 Jo. 
Falſe wit, the region of it, N. 29. 35 
. Faule (Sir Jol u a famous Butt, N. 7 
Fame, generally coveted, N. 73. 5 
Faſhion, the force of it, N. 64. 
Fear of death often mortal, N. 25. 
Fine Gentlemen, a character frequently miſapplie by 
the Fair Sex, N. 75. 
Fluter, (5 ir e, a comedy ; ; forme remarks upon 8 


Jo 
Fools, great pleaty of them the art * of April, N. 47. 
| Friepert, 


band hd 


DET 
Fre tort, (Sir Andrew) a member of the ect s club, 
ef This 
French poste bereit beimitared by the E ngliſh, N. „ 
Friendſhip, the great benefit of it, N. 68. The medicine of 
life, ibid. The qualifications of a good l tbid. 
G. 


N Allantry'; 3 wherein tres gallantry ko ee to conf 
N. ole, 

Gaper; Wenge Serepür fequitr in Am/Ner din, N. 47. 
Ghoſts warned dutof the playhouſe, N. 36. the appenrance 
of a ghoſt of great efficacy on an Sa ex 44+ 
Gospel go fps deſeribed, N. 46. 

Goths 1 in IN Who, N. . 


Andberchief, the great machine for moving pity 
in a tragedy, N. 7 OE 

Happineſs, (true) an enemy to pomp and noiſe, N. kc. 

Hard words ought not to be pronounced right by well- 
' bred Ladies, N. 45. 

N Heroes in an Exgliſb tragedy generally lovers, N. 40. 
4 Hobbes (Mr.), his obſervation upon laughter, N. 47. 
= Honeycomb (Will), his character, N. 2. his diſcourſe with 
the SpeZater in the playhouſe, 4. his adventure with a 
| _ Pi, 41. Throws his watch into the 7 bames, 77. 
th Human nature, the ſame in all reaſonable creatures, N. 70. 
Honour to be deſcribed only by negatives, N. 35. the 

genealogy of the true _—_— ibid, and of falſe, ibid. 


. >. 


I.. verſe the moſt Proper for Greek tragedies, 


te James, how poliſhed by Love, N. 71. 
- Idiots, in great requeſt in moſt of the German courts, 
N. 47. 
Idols, who of the Fair Sex fo called, N. 7 = Ot 


Impudence gets the better of modeſly, N. 0 . Ani impu- 
dence committed by the eyes, 20. The definition of 
Engliſh, Scotch, and triþ1mpudence, ibid. 5 

Indian Kings, ſome of their obſervations during their 

| itay here, N. 50. . 

| by Indiſcretion, more hurtful hes Ul. nature, N. 25. 

Injuries how to be meaſured, N. 23. | 

TInkle and Tarico, their ſtory, N. 11 3 

Innocence, and n not 6 qualitys's an ect Th from reproof, 


3 5. | | Jonſon, 


i, 


47. 
pert, 


IN DU E X. 


Jenſon (Ben) an epitaph written by bim onaLady, N. 33. 
ltalian wreck, florid and . N. * 


alete (Thad, 12 en in a letter to the de Tec: 
tater, N. 24. 
Dil dasee rc ; N67. 67. 


Ady 5 library deforitied, N. 0%. TN? 
Laetitia and Daphne, their tory, N. 33. 
ampoons written by people that cannot ell N. 16. 
witty lampoens inflict wounds that are incurable, 2 
the inhuman barbarity of the A feribblers of 
lampoons, ibid. 
Larwati, who ſo called among the ancients, N. 32. 9 
Lath (iquire), has a good eſtate, which he would Re 
withal for a pair of legs to his mind, N. 32, - - - 
Laughter, (immoderate) a ſign of pride, N. 47. che pro- 
vocations to it, #bid.. | 
Lawyers dividedinto the peaceable and litigious, N. 21, 
both ſorts deferibed, id. 
King Lear, a tragedy, ſuffers in the alteration, N. 40. 
Lee, the poet, well turned for tragedy, N. 39. 


3 ught not to claim any merit to itſelf, bot 
5 | 


upon the application of it, N. 6. 

| Leanora, her character, N. 37- The deſcription. of her 
Country- ſeat, ibid. 
Letters to the Spectator; cawplajning of the maſquerade, 


N. 8. from the opera- lion, 14. from the under- ſexton 


of Covent - Garden pariſh, ibid, from the undertaker of 


the maſquerade, ibid. from one who had been to ſee the 


opera of Rinaldo, and the puppet - ſuow, 2bid. from 


Charles Lillie, 16. from the preſident of the ugly club, 


17. from F. C. with a complaint againſt the ſtarers, 20. 
from Tho. Prone, who acted the wild boar that was 
killed by Mrs. Tefts, 22, from William Screne and Ralph 


Simple, ibid. from an actor, ibid, from King Latinus, iv). 


from The. Kimbo, 24. from Hl Faſpionto his would-be 
acquaintance, ibid. from Mary Tugſaay on the ſame ſub- 
ject, ib. from a Valetudinarian to the SpeAator, 25. from 
ſome perſons to the Spectatr's Clergyman, 27. from 
one who would be inſpector of the ſign · poſts, 28. from 
the mailer of the ſhow: at. Charing-Cro/i, ibid. from 
a member of the amorous club, at Oxford, 30. from a 
member 
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member of the ugly club, 3 a. from a Gentleman to ſuch 
Ladies as are profeſſed beauties, 33. to the Speator from 
7. D. containing an intended regulation of the play- 
 houfe, 36. from the playhouſe thunder, 56:4. from 
the Spectator to an affected very witty man, 38. from & 
married man, with a complaint thathis wife painted, 41. 
from Abraham Froth a member of the Hebdomadal meet- 
ing in Oxford, 43. from a huſband plagued with a goſ 
pel-goſſip, 36. from an':ogling-maſter, ib. from the 
Spectator to the nrgſident and fellows of the ugly club, 
48. from Hecatiſſu to the Spectator, ibid. from an old 
beau, ib. from Epping, with ſame account of a compa- 
ny of ſtrollers, 15. from a Lady, complaining of a paſ- 
ſage in the Faneral,” 5 1. from Hugh Goblin, preſident of 
the Uply Club, 52. from ©. R. concerning laughter, 
ib. the Spe&ator's anſwer, ib. from R. B. to the Spec- 
tator, with a propoſal relating to the education of lo- 
vers, 52, from Anna Bella, ib. from a ſplenetick Gen- 
tleman, ibid. from a reformed ſtarer, complaining of a 
peeper, ibid. from King Latinus, ibid. from a Gentle- 
nan at Cambridge, containing an account of a new ſect 
of philoſophers called Zowngers, 5 4. from Celimene, 66. 
from a father, complaining of the liberties taken in 


4 
* 


country. dances, ib. from James to Betty, 71. to the 


 Spefator from the ugly club at Cambridge, 78. from a 
whimſical young Lady, 79. from B. D. defiring a ca- 
talogue of books for the female library, 6. 
Letter-dropper of antiquity, who, N. 59. 
Library, S Lady's library deſcribed, N. 37. 
Life; the duration of it uncertain, N. 279, : 
Lindamire, the only woman allowed to paint, N. 41. 
Lion in the Hay-Marker occaſioned many conjectures in 
the town, N. 13. very gentle to the Sp-Zator, ibid. 
London, an emporinm for the whole earth, N. 69. 
Love, the general concern of it, N. 30. 40 
Love of the world, our hearts miſled by it, N. 27, 
Luxury, what, N. 55. attended often with avarice, ib. 
a fable of thoſe two vices, zbid,  _ TRYIN 
Lownyers, anew ſe& of A Cambridge, N. 5 4. 
TAN a ſociable animal, N. g. The loſs of publick 
and private virtues owing to men of parts, 6. 
Maſquerade, a complaint againff it, N. 8. The deſign of 
„SSS 
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Maxarine (Cardinal), his behaviour to Quillet, who had 

reflected upon him in a poem, N. 23. 

Merchants of great benefit to the publick, N. 69. 

Mixt wit defcribed, N. 62. 

Mixt communion of men and ſpirits 1 in paradiſe, : as de- 

- ſcribed by Milton, N. 12. 

Mode, on what it ought to be built, N. 6. 

Mode ny the chief ornament of the Fair Sex, N. 6. 

Noliere made an old woman a Judge of his plays, N. 70. 

Monuments in Weftmin fer- Abbey examined by the Spec- 
tator, N. 26. | 

Mourninp;'the method of it conſidered, N. 64. Who the 

greateſt mourners, ibid. 

Muſick baniſhed by Plato out e his common wealth, 

N. 18. Of a relative nature, 29 


I Eighbourhoods, of whom conſiſting. N. 49. 
Neauberry, (Mr.) his R Rebus, N. 59. 

Neu. Kiver, a project of pe e, it into che playhouſe, 
N. 5 


Niclas (Signior) his voyage ON oaiteboard, N. 5. His 


combat with a hon, 13. Why thought to be a ſham 
one, ibid. An excellent actor, ibid. 

O. 

Ates (Dr. ) a favourite with ſome Party Ladies, N. 57. 
Ogler, the complete ogler, N 46. 

Old maids generally ſuperſtitious, N. 7. 

Old Teſtament in a periwig, N. 58, 

Opera, as it is the preſent entertainment of the Zngii/ 
ſtage, conſidered, N. g. The progreſs it has made on our 
theatre, 18. Some account of the French opera, 29. 

Otway, commended and cenſured, N. 3g. 


Owverdo, a juſtice at Epping, offended at the company of 


rollers, for playing the part of Clordpate, and making 
a mockery of one of the Quorum, N. 48. 
Oxford ſcholar, his yy” diſcovery in a coffee · houſe 
| N. 46. 


Ainter and Tailor often . more than the 
poet to the ſucceſs of a tragedy, N. 42. | 
Fareats, their taking a liking to.a particular profeſion 
often een thei __ TY wife, N. 21. 72 
arties 
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parties crept much into the converſation of the Ladies, 


N. 57. Party=zeal very bal for. the face, ibid. 
Particles Eygliſb, the honour done to them j in the late 
operas, N. 18. 
paſſions, the conqueſt of them a difficult talk, N. 7 
peace, ſome ill conſequences of it, N. 45. ", 
Peepers deſcribed, N. 53. 

Pharamond, memoirs of his private lle, N. 76. His 

great wiſdom, ibid. . 1 

Philautia, a great votary, N. 79. 

Philoſophy, the uſe of it, N. 7. ſaid to be brought by 
Socrates down from heaven, 10. 

Phyſician and Surgeon,their different employment, N. 16. 
The Phyſicians a formidable body of men, 21. com- 
pared to the Britiſb army in Cz/ar's time, ib. Their 
way of converting one diſtemper into another, 25. 

Pids, what women ſo called, N. 41. No faith to be 

kept with them, 25. 

PinketEman to perſonate King Perus on an elephant, 
N. 31. 
Players i in Drury-Lane, their intended regulations, N. you 

Poems in picture, N. 58. | 

Poets (Engli/þ), reproved, N. 39, 40. their artifices, 4+: 

Poeteſſes (Engliſh), wherein remarkable, N. 51. 


Powell (ſenior), to act Alexander the Great on a drome- 


dary, N. 31. His artifice to raiſe a clap, N. 40. 

Powell (junior), his great ſkill in motions, N. 14. His 
performance referred to the opera of Rinaldo and 
Armida, ib. 

Praiſe, the love of it implanted i in us, N, 38. 

Pride a great enemy to a fine face, N. 33. | 

Profeſſions, the three great ones over-burdened with 
praclitioners,- N. 217. 

Projector, a ſhort deſcription of one, N. 31. 

Proſper (Wiil) an honeſt tale-bearer, N. 19. 5 | 

Punchinello, frequented more than the (Burch N. 14. 
Punch out in the moral part, 15. 

Punning much recommended by the practice of all ages, 
N. 61. In what age the Pun chiefly flouriſhed, 74. 

a famous univerſity much infeſted with it, 13. Why 


baniſhed at preſent out of the learned world, 14. | 
The definition of a Pun, ib. 
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Vality no exemption — ende N. 34. 


Ants conſidered as blemiſhes 1 in our Engli h trage- 

gedies, N. 40. 

Rape ot Proſerpine, a French opera, ſome particulars i in 

Its. N. % 

Reaſon, 1 iulfead of governing paſſion, i is often ſubſervient 
to it, N. 6. 

Rebus, a kind of falſe wit in vogue amon 
N. 59. and our own countrymen, ibi 
Blenheim- Houſe condemned, ibid. 

Recitativo, (Italian) not agreeable to an E wo % audience, 
N. 29. Recitative mufick in ever ql language ought to 
be adapted to the accent of the uage, ibid. 


* the ancients, 
A Rebus at 


Retirement, the pleaſure of it, wheretruly enjoyed, N. 4. 


Rich (Mr.) would not ſuffer the opera of Whittingron's 
Cat to be Or in his hou; and the reaſon for 
it, N. 5. 
Tue Exchange, the Kren reſort to it N. bg: 
8. 


Almon (Mrs.) her i ingenuity, N. 28. 
Sanctorius, his invention, N. 2 5. 


Scholar's egg, what ſo called, N. 58. 
Sempronia, a profeſſed admirer of the French nation, N. 45. 


Senſe, ſome men of ſenſe more deſpicable than common 
beggars, N. 6. 


Sentry (Captain) a a of the SpeAatar's club, his 


character, N. 2. 
Sextus Quintus, the Pope, an inſtance of his anforgiving 
temper, N. 23. 


| Shadows and realities not mind in the 1 piece, N. 5. 
_ Shovel, (Sir Cleudeſy) the ill COntrivance of his monu- 


ment in Weftminfter-Abbey, N. 26. 


Sidney (Sir Philip) his opinion of the forg of Chevy- 


Chace, N. 70. 
Sitter a club of them i in Oxford, N. 30. T heir regs 
lations, 1374. 


| Sign poſts the abſurdities of many of them, N. 28. 


Socrates, his temper and pradence, N. 3. 
Solitude, an exemption. from paſſions ihe only pleaſrg 
5 Ne ds: 


 Sepbaclen 


Dirote (Don) N of the Sighers club, N. 30% 
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Svpbocles, his conduct in his tragedy of Elara, N. 44. 
Sparrows bought for the uſe of the opera, N. 4 * 
N. 6. 


Spartan virtue acknowledged by the Athenians, 

Heater (the) his prefatory diſcourſe, N. 1. His great 
taciturnity, ibid. His vifion of Pablict Credit, z. His 
entertainment at the table of an acquaintance, 7. His 

recommendation of his eee 10. Advertiſed in 

the Daih Courant, 12. His encounter with a lion be- 
hind the ſcenes, 13. The defign of his writings, 16. 
No party-man, ibid. A little unhappy in the mold of 
his face, 17. His artifice, 19. His defire to correct 
impudence, 20. And reſolution to march on in the 
cauſe of virtue, 34. His viſit to a travelled Lady, 45. 

His ſpeculations in the firſt principles, 46. An odd ac- 
cident that bef-l him at Lloyd's coffee-houſe, ibid. His 
advice to our EN Pingarick writers, 58, His examen 


of Sir Fopling Flutter, 66. | 


Spleen, a common:excute for dulneſs, N. 53. 
Starers reproved, N. 20. | 


Satira, in what propoſed as a pattern to the Fair Sex, 

Superſtition, the folly of it deſcribed, N. 7. 

Suſanna, or innocence betrayed, to be exhibited by Mr, 
Powell, with a new pair of elders, N. 14. 


| - 1080 B65 2-5 
That, his remonſtrance, N. 80. ET | 
Theatre (Zrgl;/b) the practice of it in ſeveral inſtances 
cenſured, N. 42, 44, 51. _ 
Thunder of great uſe on the ſtage, N. 44. 
Thunderer to the playhouſe, the hardſhips put upon 
him, and his defire to be made a cannon, N. 36. 
Tom Tits to perſonate finging-birds in the opera, N. 5. 
Tom the tyrant, firſt miniſter of the coffee-houſe, between 
the hours of eleven and twelve at night, N. 49. | 
Tombs in Weſtminfler viſited by the Speaator, N. 26. 
his reflection upon them, ibid. 0 8 
Trade, the benefit of it to Great Britain, N. 69. 
Tragedy; a perfect Tragedy the nobleſt production of 
human nature, N. 39. Wherein the modern tragedy 
excels that of Greece and Rome, ib. Blank verſe the 
moſt proper for an Engliſb tragedy, ib. The Engliſb 
tragedy conſidered, 10. . Tragi- 


T Emplar, one of the Speftator's club, his character, 
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Tragi Comedy, the product of the Eugliſ theatre, 3 
* monſtrous invention, N. 40. 

Travel, highly neceſſary to a coquette, N. 45. The be⸗ 
| haviour of a travelled Lady in the playhouſe, 73, 
Truth an enemy to falſe wit, N. 62. 


Trypbiodorus, the great e of antiquity, N. 69. 


Eaice Preſerved, A rrogody founded on a wrong 
lot, N. 39. 
U ky ſome ons upon it, N 1 
Viſit; a viſit to a travelled Lady which ME recerved in 
her bed, deſcribed, N. 45 | 
Underſtanding, the abuſe of 3 it is a great evil, N. 6, 
e the qualifications that make = pals for a fine 
entleman, N. 75, | 


HO and 2 ch, tale: pedüüen to the Sperater, 
N. 58. | 
Wit, the miſchief of it when accompanied with vice, 
N. 23. very pernicious when not tempered with virtue 
and humanity, 18. turned into deformity by affec- 
tation, 38, Only to be valued as it is applied, 6. 
The hiſtory of falſe wit, ib. Every man would be a 
wit if he could, 59 The way to ty, a piece of wit, 62. 
Mr. Locke's reflection on joy difference between wit 
and judgment, 16. The god of wit deſcribed, 63. 
Women, the more powerful part of our people, N. 4. 
their ordinary employments, 10. Smitten with ſuper- 
| ficials, 15. Their -uſual converſation, i. Their 
| ſtrongelt paſſion, 33. Not to be conſidered merely as 
objects of ſight, 10. 


Woman of quality, her dreſs the en of an hun- 


dred climate:, N. 69. 


Tarico, the tory of her adventure, N. 11. 
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